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BOOK IV. 



LESSON I. 

THE SEPARATION OF THE KINGDOMS, 

B.C. 975.— I Kings xi. 43 — xii. 19. 

And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David 
his father : and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead. 

And Rehoboam went to Shechem : for all Israel were come to Shechem 
to make him king. 

And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of. Nebat, who was yet in 
Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from the presence of king Solomon, 
and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt ;) 

That they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the congregation 
of Israel came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying. 

Thy fether made our yoke grievous : now therefore make thou the 
grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon- us, 
lighter, and we will serve thee. 

And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then come again to 
me. And the people departed. 

And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that .stood before 
Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said. How do ye advise that I 
■may answer this people ? 

And they spake unto him, saying. If thou wilt be a servant unto this 
people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good 
words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever. 

But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had given him, 
and consulted with the young men that were grown up with him, and which 
$tood before him : 

And he said unto them. What counsel give ye that we may answer this 
people, who have spoken to me, saying, Make the yoke which thy father 
did put upon us lighter ? 

And the young men that were grown up with him spake unto him, saying, 
Thus shalt thou speak unto this people that spake -unto thee, saying. Thy 
father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us ; thus shalt 
thou say unto them, My little finger shall be thicker than my father's 
loins. 
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And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add 
to your yoke : my father hath chastised you with whips, but I will chastise 
you with scorpions. 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the 
king had appointed, saying, Come to me again the third day. 

And the king answered the people roughly, and forsook the old men's 
counsel that they gave him ; 

And spake to them after the counsel of the young men, saying, My father 
made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke : my father also 
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. 

Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people ; for the cause was 
from the Lord, that he might perform his saying, which the Lord spake 
by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not imto them, the people 
answered the king, saying, 

"What portion have we in David ? 

Neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse : 

To your tents, O Israel : 

Now see to thine own house, David. 

So Israel departed unto their tents. 

But as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities of Judah, 
Rehoboam reigned over them. 

Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the tribute ; and all 
Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. Therefore king Rehoboam 
made speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 

So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day. 

Comment.— Solomon reigned forty years, like his father and 

Saul, so that the kingdom lasted in its unity one hundred and twentv 

years, but he only lived sixty. When a young father he had written 

his Proverbs addressed to his son, who seems to have been his 

only son ; but in his last book he seems to have found out that 

Rehoboam was of a weak, childish character, and he laments, "Woe 

to thee, O land, when thy king is a child ! " seeing, indeed, that 

Rehoboam would be a child all his life, for he was forty years old 

at the time of his father's death. The hand of Solomon had been 

a stern one over his son as well as his people. The example of his 

brothers tad probably shown him that " he that spareth the rod 

hateth his son," and perhaps he went to the opposite extreme, for 

Rehoboam came forth at forty rash and inexperienced, yet, whereas 

fools are confident where the wise are cautious, with none of that 

deep sense of awe and responsibility with which Solomon at twenty 

had come to the charge of this great people. 
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He went to Shechem to receive the welcome of the tribes that 
looked on Ephraim as their chief, and possibly also to swear to 
the law as written on Joshua's table on the mountain-side. Thither 
came the elders and officers of Israel with a petition that the new 
king would deal more gently with them than his father had done, 
exact less tribute and service, and be less strict in visiting failures. 
Rehoboam turned to his counsellors. The elderly men, who might 
remember Sheba's revolt, saw that the Ephraimites were in a 
dangerous mood, and advised him to speak them fair ; but the 
younger men, who had come round to flatter the new king, advised 
him to threaten and frighten them, Rehoboam, whom the son of 
Sirach calls *' the foolishness of the people," attended to them, and 
in a proverbial form answered that his least displeasure should 
be weightier than his father's wrath and indignation : if his father 
** chastised them with whips, he should chastise them with scor- 
pions." The high-spirited people would not brook such an answer, 
and set up their old war-song, the same as Sheba's had been. 
Rehoboam sent Adoram, the officer who collected the tribute, to 
appease the tumult, but he was received with a shower of stones, 
which killed him, and the king was forced to flee in his chariot to 
Jerusalem, with no tribe still adhering to him save Judah and 
Benjamin ! Thus his folly brought about the fulfilment of the 
doom pronounced on his father. 



LESSON II. 

yEROBOAM*S IDOLATRY. 

B.C. 979. — I Kings xii. 20 — 33 ; xiii. I — 10. 

And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam was come again, 
that they sent and called him unto the congregation, and made him king 
over aU Israel : there was none that followed the house of David, but the 
tribe of Judah only. 

And when Relioboam was come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house 
of Judah, with the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and fourscore thousand 
chosen men, which were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to 
bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 
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But the word of God came unto Shemaiah the man of God, saying, 

Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto 
all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, 
saying, 

Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren 
the children of Israel : return every man to his house ; for this thing is 
from me. They hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, and returned 
to depart, according to the word of the Lord. 

Then Jeroboam built Shechem in Mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein ; 
and went out from thence, and built PenueL 

And Jeroboam sard in his heart. Now shall the kingdom return to the 
house of David : 

If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, 
then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto 
Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam 
king of Judah. 

Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and 
said unto tnem. It i§ too much for you to go up to Jerusalem : behold thy 
gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt 

And he set the one in Beth-el, and the other put he in Dan. 

And this thing became a sin : for the people went to worship before the 
one, even unto Dan. 

And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of 
the people, which were not of the sons of Levi 

And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day 
of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered upon the 
altar. So did he in Beth-el, sacrificing unto the calves that he had made : 
and he placed in Beth-el the priests of the high places which he had 
made. 

So he offered upon the altar which he had made in Beth-el the fifteenth 
day of the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised of his 
ox^-n heart : and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel: and he offered 
upon the altar, and burnt incense. 

And, l)ehold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of 
the Lord unto Beth-el : and Jeroboam stootl by the altar to bum incense. 

And he cried against the sdtar in the word of the Lord, and said, O 
altar, altar, thus saith the Lord ; Behold, a child shall l)e bom unto the 
bouse of David, Josiah by name ; and upon thee shall he offer the priests 
of the high places that bum incense upon thee, and men^s bones shall be 
burnt upon thee. 

And he gave a sign the same day, saying. This is the sign which the 
Lord hath spoken ; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are 
u^Kui it shall oe ]x>ured out. 

And it came to ixiss, when kins* Jeroboam heard the saying of the man 
of Go^L which had cried against Uie altar in Belh-el, that he put forth his 
hand from the altar, saying. Lay hold on him. And his hand, whkh he 
pat forth against him,* drieii u|\ so that he could not pull it in again 
to him. 

The altar also \\'as n^nt, and the ashes iXMired out from the altar, accord- 
ing to the sign which the man of God had gi\-en by the word of the 
LORU 
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And the king answered and said unto the man of God, Intreat now the 
face of the Lord thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored 
me again. And the man of God besought the Lord, and the king's hand 
was restored him again, and became as it was before. 

And the king said unto the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh 
thyself, and I will give thee a reward. 

And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine 
house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water 
in this place : 

For so was it charged nae by the word of the Lord, saying, Eat no bread, 
nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way that thou camest. 

So he went another way, and returned not by the way that he came to 
Beth-eL 

Comment. — ^Jeroboam had returned from Egypt on the news of 
Solomon's death, and the revolted Israelites at once made him 
king ; not anointing him, for the priests had all adhered to Judah. 
The Levites were not reckoned as a tribe, so that the ten were 
made up by the division of Joseph into two ; but Judah and 
Benjamin were always the fighting tribes — the lion and wolf ; and 
they had mustered a hundred and eighty thousand men to put down 
the rebellion, when a command came through Shemaiah the prophet 
to abstain from war, since the separation was the will of God ; and 
Rehoboam obeyed. Jeroboam was thus a powerful and wealthy 
prince, reigning by God's own appointment in the richest portions 
of the land. He rebuilt Shechem, where Joseph was buried, and 
which had been overthrown by Abimelech, and fortified Penuel on 
the Jordan, where Jacob had wrestled with the angeL In fact, he 
seems to have tried to revive the recollections of Jacob and Joseph 
in opposition to those of Judah. After God's interference on his 
behalf, he surely might have trusted to His protection, in simple 
obedience; but the thought of the three yearly feasts that took 
everyone on pilgrimage to Jerusalem alarmed him, lest the Israelites 
should be dravirn back to their allegiance to the house of David. 
He would not trust God, but thought for himself, and resolved to 
have a national religion as well as a separate throne ; and thus he 
won the sad distinctive epithet, "who made Israel to sin," and ruined 
his dynasty and kingdom, instead of establishing it. He had seen 
priestly kings in Egypt ; he would be a priestly king himself. He 
would excuse his people the long journey to Jerusalem, and give 
them two shrines near home instead— one, the old idolalxoM^ X.^^xx'^ 
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at Dan, set up long ago with Micah's teraphim ; the other at Bethel, 
named the "House of God" by Jacob, and consecrated by his 
vision — that vision which above all taught fearless trust. In both 
these places Jeroboam meant to adore the true and only God, 
Jehovah ; but as there was no Light to betoken His presence, a 
visible emblem was supplied. There was much to lead Jeroboam 
to the choice of the calf or ox. He had seen the bulls. Apis and 
Mnevis, as the emblems of the God of Nature in Egypt, and more- 
over the ox or unicorn was the ensign of Joseph, besides being one 
of the four animal forms united to form the cherubic figure. He 
forgot what had befallen Israel beneath Mount Sinai, when they 
," turned their glory into the similitude of a calf that eateth hay ;'' he 
ordained new priests, and himself the first, and instituted a new 
feast, probably a harvest feast, as it fell a month later than that 
of the Tabernacles. 

There he stood, himself officiating at his new altar at Bethel, 
probably for the first time, when in the midst of the festal throng 
there appeared a man in the rough hairy garment of a prophet, 
and standing before the altar, but taking no notice of the king, 
spoke to it his prediction : " O altar, altar, thus saith the Lord ; 
Behold, a child shall be bom unto the house of David, Josiah by 
name ; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places, 
and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee." This was the most entire 
defilement an altar could suffer, and that it should be done by a 
son of the house of David showed not only that Jeroboam's new 
form of religion should be overthrown, but that his kingdom should 
not stand. Three hundred years passed before the fulfilment of this 
prophecy, but it was minutely carried out ; and it is remarkable 
that the father of the king who fulfilled it was one of the worst of 
idolaters, and the most unlikely to have named his son Josiah in 
memory of this prediction. As an immediate token that the 
message came from God, the altar was at once riven asunder, and 
all that was on it fell ; and Jeroboam, stretching out his hand to 
seize the prophet, found it paralysed, and could not draw it back. 
Scarcely a miracle had been worked during the hundred and twenty 
years of faith, and the shock was all the greater. Jeroboam showed 
himself subdued, and on the prophet's prayer his hand was restored. 
He invited the messenger to come home with him, meaning, pro- 
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bably, to win him over to his side ; but God had given express 
commands that the prophet should only deliver his message and 
then return to Judah, without touching the feast, without converse, 
without even treading the same path, and, like Balaam, with a 
dangerous asseveration betraying a secret wish, he refused. 



LESSON III. 

THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET. 

B.C. 975. — I Kings xiii. 11 — 32. 

Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el ; and his sons came and told 
him all the works that the man of God had done that day in Beth-el ; the 
words which he had spoken imto the king, them they told also to their 
father. 

And their father said unto them, What way went he ? For his sons had 
seen what way the man of God went, which came from Judah. 

And he said unto his sons. Saddle me the ass. So they saddled him the 
ass : and he rode thereon. 

And went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak : 
and he said unto him, Art thou the man of God that camest from Judah ? 
And he said, I am. 

Then he said unto him. Come home with me, and eat bread. 

And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee : neither 
will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place : 

For it was said to me by the word of the Lord, Thou shalt eat no bread 
nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest. 

He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art ; and an angel spake 
unto me by the word of the Lord, saying, Bring him back with thee 
into thine house^ that he may eat bread and drink water. But he Ued 
unto him. 

So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank 
water. 

And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the Lord 
came unto the prophet that brought him back : 

And he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the Lord, 
and hast not kept the commandment which the Lord thy God commanded 
thee. 

But camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of 
the which the Lord did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water ; thy 
carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers. 

And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after h&\\aA^t>^'c^ 
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that he saddled for him the ass, to wit,* for the prophet whom he had 
brought back. 

And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him : and 
his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood 
by the carcase. 

And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and 
the lion standing by the carcase : and they came and told it in the city 
where the old prophet dwelt 

And when the prophet that brought him back ffom the way heard thereof, 
he said, It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto the word of the 
Lord : therefore the Lord hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath 
torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake 
unto him. 

And he spake to his sons, saying, Saddle me the ass. And they saddled 
him. 

And he went and found his carcase cast in the way, and the ass and the 
lion standing by the carcase : the lion had not eaten the carcase, nor torn 
the ass. 

And the prophet took up the carcase of the man of God, and laid it upon 
the ass, and brought it back : and the old prophet came to the city, to 
mourn and to bury him. 

And he' laid his carcase in his own grave ; and they mourned over him, 
saying, Alas, my brother ! 

And it came to pass, after he had buried him, that he spake to his sons, 
saying. When I am dead, then bury me in the sepulchre wherein the man of 
God is buried ; lay my bones beside his bones : 

For the saying which he cried by the word of the Lord against the altar 
in Beth-el, and against all the houses of the high places wluch are in the 
cities of Samaria, shall surely come to pass. 

Comment. — It seems as if the command to go straight back to 
Judah from Bethel had been especially given with a view to the 
weakness of the prophet's character. He kept it at first. He had 
done nobly in the sight of men, but when he was alone he gave way 
to the first temptation, and it is to be observed that all the harm 
came of this slight act of disobedience. He sat down under an 
oak to rest. So he exposed himself to all the trial that proved too 
strong for him. Depend upon it, most temptations come when we 
are loitering, or in some way or other not strictly obedient. 

In the meantime there was an old prophet at Bethel, who had not 
quitted the place when Jeroboam defiled it, and, if he had not gone 
to the idolatrous festival himself, had allowed his sons to go thither. 
Some think, indeed, that he wanted to persuade the man of God 
from Judah to come over to Jeroboam's side, or that he was jealous 

* That is to say. 
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of the new influence that was drawing the king away from Bethel, 
as if it were more than mere curiosity that led him to play the part 
he did. A wicked part it was. He was not afraid to pretend to 
have had direct commands from Heaven to lead his brother to 
transgress. It might be hard for the prophet of Judah to know 
whether this were the truth, but it was a difficulty he had brought 
on himself by lingering so as to be overtaken. Even then, a 
sincere prayer for an answer from God would almost certainly have 
shown him what to do ; but no doubt his will was to go back and 
enjoy the wonder of Bethel at the effects of his words. He went 
back to the festival, where the food had been offered to the calf of 
Bethel. But, how marvellous ! The power of God forced the 
tempter himself to speak. He it was who was forced to pronounce 
the sentence on disobedience : " Thy carcase shall not come into 
the sepulchre of thy fathers." This did not appear to mean that 
the doom should come immediately, only that the prophet should 
die far from his home, and he set forth without special fear ; but, ere 
long, word was brought back of the strange sight of the dead man 
by the wayside, watched by the ass and by the lion. The ass stood 
fearlessly beside the wild beast, which had not touched either it or 
the corpse, but stood there, kept as it were as a silent witness that 
it had been the messenger of its Creator. And so, with a stricken 
heart, the old prophet carried back the body to his own burial place, 
a cave in the rocks, and bade his sons take care that he himself 
should lie close beside, with a sense that God would guard the 
remains of His servant from being burnt on the altar of the calf. 
For the disobedient prophet, as we call him, was God's servant. 
He fell through weakness, and if his doom was heavy, it was a doom 
affecting this life, not the next. Only, let us take from the sad 
story the fear of small acts of disobedience, and the still greater 
fear of leading others to disobey, even when we cannot understand 
the use of the commands under which they are laid. 
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LESSON IV. 

THE DEATH OF JEROBOAM'S CHILD. 

About b.c. 970. — i Kings xiii. 33 — xiv. 18. 

After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evil way, but made again 
K\\ the lowest of the people priests of the high places : whosoever would, 
he ct»nsccrated him, and he became one of the priests of the high places. 

And this tiling became sin unto the house of Jeroboam, even to cut it 
off, and to destroy it from off the face of the earth. 

At Ihjxt time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick. 

And Jeroboam said to his wife. Arise, I pray thee, and disguise thyself, 
that thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam ; and get thee to 
siilloh : behold, there' is Ahijah the prophet, which told me that I should 
be king over this people. 

And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels,* and a cruse + of honey, 
m\d jfo to him : he shall tell thee what shall become of the child. 

Andjeroboam's wife did so, and arose, and went to Shiloh, and came to 
the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see ; for his eyes were set by 
rcAMon of his age. 

And the Lord said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh 
to ask a thing of thee, for her son ; for he is sick : thus and thus shalt thou 
Hay unto her : for it shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign 
herself to be another woman. 

And it was so, when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, as she came in 
At the door, that he said. Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam ; why feignest 
thou thyself to be another ? for I am sent to thee with heavy tidings. 

Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Forasmuch as 
I exalted thee from among the people, and made thee prince over my 
people Israel, 

And rent the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave it thee : 
and yet thou hast not been as my servant David, who kept my com- 
mandments, and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only 
which was right in mine eyes ; 

But hast done evil above all that were before thee : for thou hast gone 
and made thee other gods, and molten images, to provoke me to anger, 
and hast cast me behind thy back : 

Therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam. 

Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs eat ; and him that 
dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air eat ; for the Lord hath spoken it. 

Arise thou, therefore, get thee to thine own house ; and when thy feet 
enter into the city, the child shall die. 

And all Israel shall mourn for him, and bury him : for he only of Jero- 
boam shall come to the grave, because in him there is found some good 
tiling toward the Lord God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam. 

* Cakes marked with points. f Small vesscL 
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Moreover, the Lord shall raise him up a king over Israel, who shall 
cut off the house of Jeroboam that day : but what ? even now. 

For the Lord shall smite Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water, 
and he shall root up Israel out of this good land, which he gave to their 
fathers, and shall scatter them beyond the river, because they have made 
their groves, provoking the Lord to anger. 

And he shall give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, who did sin, 
and who made Israel to sin. 

And Jeroboam's wife arose, and departed, and came to Tirzah : and 
when she came to the threshold of the door, the child died ; 

And they buried him ; and all Israel mourned for him, according to the word 
of the Lord, which he spake by the hand of his servant Ahijah the prophet. 

Comment.— If Jeroboam were warned for a time, he soon fell 
back into his evil courses, and, while he thought he was securing 
his kingdom, was really ruining it Another warning fell on him. 
His son, bom in the happier and better times, bearing the same 
name as the young heir of Judah, and a child of hope and promise, 
fell sick. Jeroboam's calf- worship did not come from faith, but 
policy. He believed all the time in the true prophet, and in the 
time of his trouble he turned to the real prophet, Ahijah, who had 
foretold his kingdom. Jeroboam kept his court at Tirzah, in the 
tribe of Ephraim ; Ahijah, now old and blind, lived by the deserted 
sanctuary at Shiloh ; and Jeroboam, afraid or ashcimed to have it 
known that he turned to him for comfort or counsel, made his >vife 
disguise herself and take offerings that befitted a peasant woman 
rather than a queen. Little use was there in the disguise. God 
had already revealed to His servant both her coming and His mes- 
sage, and as she reached the door the old man greeted her with 
rebuke, yet with pity, as he made known to her the heavy tidings 
with which God had charged him. Jeroboam had not chosen to 
reign on God's terms ; therefore his family were to be cut off, not 
only from the throne, like that of Saul, but they were to perish 
utterly, and die by terrible deaths. Only this one child, Abijah, 
should die in peace, because there was some good in him ; and this 
sentence was mercy to him, by taking him from the evil to come, 
though it was punishment to his parents, and the first token of the 
doom that was to fall, first on the house of Jeroboam, and then upon 
the new kingdom that he was adorning with strong cities and 
strengthening by alliances. He had poisoned his hopes at their 
source. Even the future captivity of Israel beyond the river — 
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namely, the Euphrates — was foretold by the blind prophet, though 
the prediction was not fulfilled for two centuries and a half, during 
which, no doubt, the calf-worshippers laughed it to scorn. So the 
mother went home with her sad tidings, and, as she entered her own 
house, found her son had that moment died. He was buried with 
the pomp of a king's son, and all Israel sung their lamentation over 
him. They had better have wept for themselves and their children, 
for the early death of the boy had been his blessing. Who knows 
how he had mourned for his father's idolatry, how he had prayed 
towards the glorious Temple from which he was cut off, while, had 
he lived, he must have either joined in the idolatry, or had a cruel 
and bitter struggle with his father and the people ! At any rate, 
we know that young Abijah was the only happy one of the house 
of Jeroboam. 



LESSON V. 

REIGN OF RE HOBO AM IN JUDAH. 

B.C. 975-957.-2 Citron, xi. andyi\\, {abridged') 

And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities for defence in Judah. 

And he fortified the strong holds, and put captains in them, and store of 
victual, and of oil and wine. 

And in every several city he put shields and spears, and made them, ex- 
ceeding strong, having Judah and Benjamin on his side. 

And the priests and the Levites that were in all Israel resorted to him out 
of all their coasts. 

For the Levites left their suburbs and their possession, and came to 
Judah and Jerusalem : for Jeroboam and his sons had cast them off from 
executing the priest's office unto the Lord : 

And he ordained him priests for the high places, and for the devils, and 
for the calves which he had made. 

And after them out of all the tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to 
seek the Lord God of Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord 
God of their fathers. 

So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the 
son of Solomon strong, three years : for three years they walked in the way 
of David and Solomon. 

And Rehoboam made Abijah the son of Maachah the chief, to be ruler 
among his brethren : for he thought to make him king. 

And he dealt wisely, and dispersed of all his children throughout all the 
countries of Judah and Benjamin, unto every fenced city : and he gave 
them victual in abundance. And he desired many wives. 
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And it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the kingdom, and 
had strengthened himself, he forsook the law of the Lord, and all Israel 
with him. 

And it came to pass, that in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, Shishak 
king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, because they had transgressed 
against the Lord, 

With twelve hundred chariots, and threescore thousand horsemen : 
and the people were without number that came with him out of Egypt ; 
the Lubims, the Sukkiims,+ and the Ethiopians. 

And he took the fenced cities which pertained to Judah, and came to 
Jerusalem. 

Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and to the princes 
of Judah, that were gathered together to Jerusalem because of Shishak, 
and said unto them. Thus saith the Lord, Ye have forsaken me, and 
therefore have I also left you in the hand of Shishak. 

"Whereupon the princes of Israel and the king humbled themselves ; and 
they said. The Lord is righteous. 

And when the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the word of 
the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, They have humbled themselves ; 
therefore I will not destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance ; and 
my wrath shall not be poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak. 

Nevertheless they shall be his servants ; that they may know my service, 
and the service of the kingdoms of the countries. 

So Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, and took away the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king's house ; 
he took all : he carried away also the shields of gold which Solomon 
had made. 

Instead of which king Rehoboam made shields of brass, and committed 
them to the hands of the chief of the guard, that kept the entrance of the 
king's house. 

And when the king entered into the house of the Lord, the guard came 
and fetched them, and brought them again into the guard chamber. 

And when he humbled himself, the wrath of the Lord turned from him, 
that he would not destroy him altogether : and also in Judah things went well. 

So king Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jerusalem, and reigned ; for 
Rehoboam was one and forty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had chosen 
out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there. And his mother's 
name was Naamah an Ammonitess. 

And he did evil, because he prepared not his heart to seek the Lord. 

Comment. — At first the effect of the defection of the ten tribes 
was to draw closer the bonds that linked Judah with the Temple. 
All the priests and Levites abandoned their cities up and down the 
rebellious tribes, rather than sanction the calf-worship, and with 
them came all that were true and faithful to their God out of the 
tribes of Israel, giving up their lands for the sake of the right 

* The Lybians. \ Cavc-dwcUcts. 
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worship. Rehoboam fortified cities and strengthened himself ; but 
his was not real religion ; " he prepared not his heart to seek the 
Lord," and he fell away. His favourite wife, Absalom's grand- 
daughter, was an idolatress, and the king and his people soon fell 
into that favourite but forbidden custom of sacrificing in the high 
places — old Canaanite sacred spots — instead of only in the Temple, 
a practice that would be the first step to the calf-idolatry. Ob- 
serve, the worship of prayer might be offered everywhere ; it was 
sacrifice alone that was to be confined to " the place where God had 
set His Name." It had been permitted wherever Samuel was during 
the loss of the ark, and afterwards at both the ark and the old 
tabernacle ; but the revelation of the glory in the Holy of Holies, 
and the fire descending on the altar, had so marked the Temple, 
that it was disrespect to God, and disobedience to His frequently 
repeated commands in the Book of Deuteronomy, to hold a sacri- 
fice elsewhere. 

The punishment came soon. The peace which had lasted full 
fifty years was broken, and Jeroboam's friend and patron, the great 
Egyptian king Sheshonk, or Shishak, marched against Judah, and 
took Rehoboam's fortified cities. There he lay before Jerusalem, 
and the prophet Shemaiah, the same who had forbidden Rehoboam 
to put down the revolt of Israel by force of arms, rebuked the king 
and his sons and nobles for their sins, which were the cause of the 
calamity. On their repentance and humiliation, the prophet was 
sent to announce that the city should be saved, but should for a 
time be tributary ; and accordingly Rehoboam was able to purchase 
exemption from pillage, by paying over a great quantity of his 
'father's treasures to the Egyptians, especially the golden shields 
of the guard of honour, supplying their place with brass. 

Shishak, on going home, celebrated his victory by a bas-relief in 
his great temple at Kamak, where the god appears receiving the 
submission of one hundred and thirty-three figures in chains, each 
labelled with the name of a eity of Judah — Gibeon, Mahanaim, Aja- 
lon, &c. ; and one as Jehudah Malek, the Jewish Royalty — probably 
representing not Rehoboam himself, but Jerusalem, the royal city. 
Thus did God chasten Judah with the rod, as a man chasteneth his 
son ; and Judah as yet was not hardened, and, though often back- 
sliding, was not obstinate in her sin like Israel 
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LESSON VL 

REIGN OF ABIJAH IN JUDAH, 

B.C. 957-955. — I Kings xv. 3 — 5 ; 2 Chron. xiii. i — 20. 

Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam began Abijah to reign over 
Judah. 

He reigned three years in Jerusalem. His mother's name ako was 
Michaiah the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. 

And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before 
him : and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as the heart 
of David his father. 

Nevertheless for David's sake did the Lord his God give him a lamp 
in Jerusalem, to set up his son after him, and to establish Jerusalem : 

Because David did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, and 
turned not aside from any thing that he commanded him all the days of 
his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. 

And there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. 

And Abijah set the battle in array with an army of valiant men of war, 
even four hundred thousand chosen men : Jeroboam also set the battle in 
array against him with eight hundred thousand chosen men, being mighty 
men of valour. 

And Abijah stood up upon mount Zemaraim, which is in mount Ephraim,' 
and said. Hear me, thou Jeroboam, and all Israel ; 

Ought ye not to know that the Lord God of Israel gave the kingdom 
over Israel to David for ever, even to him and to his sons by a covenant 
of salt?* 

Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the son of 
David, is risen up, and hath rebelled against his lord. 

And there Are gathered unto him vain men, the children of Belial, and 
have strengthened themselves against Rehoboam the son of Solomon, when 
Rehoboam was young and tender hearted, and could not withstand them. 
-' And now ye think to withstand the kingdom of the Lord in the hand 
of the sons of David ; and ye be a great multitude, and there are with you 
golden calves, which Jeroboam made you for gods. 

Have ye not cast out the priests of the Lord, the sons of Aaron, and the 
Levites, and have made you priests after the manner of the nations of other 
lands ? so that whosoever cometh to consecrate himself with a young bullock 
and seven rams, the same may be a priest of them that are no gods. 

But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not forsaken him ; and 
the priests, which minister unto the Lord, are the sons of Aaron, and the 
Levites wait upon their business. 

* A firm, lasting, undecayiog covenant. 

VOL. III. C 



i 



k 



l8 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN. [less. 

And they burn unto the Lord every morning and every evening burnt 
sacrifices and sweet incense : the shewbread also set they in order upon the 
pure table ; and the candlestick of gold with the lamps thereof, to bum 
every evening : for we keep the charge of the Lord our God ; but ye have 
forsaken him. 

And, behold, God himself is with us for our captain, and his priests with 
sounding trumpets to cry alarm against you. O children of Israel, fight ye 
not against the Lord God of your fathers ; for ye shall not prosper. 

But Jeroboam caused an ambushment to come about behind them : so 
they were before Judah, and the ambushment was behind them. 

And when Judah looked back, behold, the battle was before and 
behind : and they cried unto the Lord, and the priests sounded with 
the trumpets. 

Then Uie men of Judah gave a shout : and as the men of Judah shouted, 
it came to pass, that God smote Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah 
and Judah. 

And the children of Israel fled before Judah : and God delivered them 
into their hand. 

And Abijah and his people slew them with a great slaughter : so there 
fell down slain of Israel five hundred thousand chosen men. 

Thus the children of Israel were brought under at that time, and the 
children of Judah prevailed, because they relied upon the Lord God of 
their fathers. 

And Abijah pursued after Jeroboam, and took cities from him, Beth-el 
with the towns thereof, and Jeshanah with the towns thereof, and Ephraim 
with the towns thereof. 

Neither did Jeroboam recover strength again in the days of Abijah : and 
the Lord struck him, and he died. 

Comment.— Three verses here come from the Book of Kings, 
where Abijah is called Abijam. His name meant "the will of 
Jehovah," and as the writer of Kings records no good of him, he 
may have been unwilling to use the Divine name as part of that of 
an idolater. In like manner his mother's right name seems to have 
been Michaiah, " Who is like to Jehovah ?'' but it was altered to 
Maachah, or ** oppression," in detestation of her. She was the child 
of Uriel of Gibeah, and of Tamar, the daughter of Absalom, and she 
is sometimes called Absalom's daughter to mark her descent from 
David. Abijah had been Rehoboam's favourite son, and had been 
promoted by him above his brothers. He seems to have been led 
away by his parents' example, and not to have served the Lord 
with a perfect heart, though for David's sake God had mercy on 
him, and would not take the light of the house of David away. He 
could not have been young when he came to the throne, but Jero- 
boam took advantage of the death of Rehoboam to raise a huge 
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army, double that which Judah could bring into the field, perhaps 
hoping to conquer Jerusalem. Abijah, however, advanced himself 
into the enem3r's country, and when the two armies were about to 
encounter beneath Mount Ephraim, he ascended Mount Zemaraim, 
one of its peaks, and made an address, not only to his own army of 
Judah, but to the hostile army of Israel. He called on these last to 
remember that it was by God's own appointment that the house of 
David ruled. He called the engagement a covenant of salt, a term 
used to express one consecrated by sacrifice, at which salt was 
always used ; besides which, salt was the emblem of the lasting and 
undecaying. Nevertheless, the weakness of Rehoboam had been 
taken advantage of, and a rebellion had begun. Abijah, knowing 
perhaps of the sentence against Jeroboam, called on the Israelites to 
lay down their arms, since they, the worshippers of golden calves, 
could never prosper against those who maintained the true worship 
of the Lord in His Temple day by day, with the true priesthood. 
** God Himself is with us as our captain," he cries ; " O children 
of Israel, fight not against the Lord God of your fathers, for ye shall 
not prosper. 

Little recking of this noble, trustful appeal, Jeroboam sent an 
ambush to surprise Abijah's army in the rear — acting, indeed, 
like a skilful captain ; but all in vain. The silver trumpets of the 
priests sounded, the men of Judah shouted and cried aloud in 
prayer, and the victory was theirs — a great and most decisive 
victory, so great that Jeroboam never recovered it ; but Abijah 
took all the southern parts of his territory, even Bethel itself, 
although Judah did not retain it for any great length of time. 
Some have thought that Abijah was uplifted by this victory, and 
only afterwards fell away into pride and idolatry, but as his whole 
reign lasted no more than two years and a part of another, this 
docs not seem likely. He must have married fourteen wives, and 
had twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters before that time ; and 
it seems far more likely that after having been ill brought up, 
danger roused him to a comprehension of his true strength, even 
the name of the Lord, and that his latter end was more blessed 
than his beginning. 



C2 



i 



flO SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN, [less. 




LESSON VII. 

ASA IN yUDAH AND NADAB IN ISRAEL. 
B.C. 953.-2 ChroN. xiv. ; I KINGS xv. 27—30. 

So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city ot 
David : and Asa his son reigned in his stead. 

And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the Lord 
his God : 

For he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the high places, and 
brake down the images, and cut down the groves : * 

And commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers, and to 
do the law and the commandment. 

Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the 
images : and the kingdom was quiet before him. 

And he built fenced cities in Judah : for the land had rest, and he had no 
war in those years ; because the Lord had given him rest. 

Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and make about 
them walls, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us ; 
because we have sought the Lord our God, we have sought him, and he 
hath given us rest on every side. So they built and prospered. 

And Asa had an army of men that bare targets and spears, out of Judah 
three hundred thousand ; and out of Benjamin, that bare shields and drew 
bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand : all these were mighty men of 
valour. 

And Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over Israel in the second 
year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned over Israel two years. 

And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his 
father, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin. 

And Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against 
him ; and Baasha smote him at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philis- 
tines ; for Nadab and all Israel laid siege to Gibbethon. 

Even in the third year of Asa king of Judah did Baasha slay him, and 
reigned in his stead. 

And it came to pass, when he reigned, that he smote all the house of 
Jeroboam ; he left not to Jeroboam any that breathed, until he had 
destroyed him, according unto the sa)dng of the Lord, which he spake by 
his servant Ahijah the Shilonite : 

Because of the sins of Jeroboam which he sinned, and which he made 
Israel sin, by his provocation wherewith he provoked the Lord God of 
Israel to anger. 

And there came out against Judah Zerah the Ethiopian with an host of a 
(housand thousand, and three hundred chariots ; and came unto Mureshah. 

* Wooden pillars in honour of Ashtoreth. 
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Then Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in array in the 
valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 

And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it is nothing 
with thee to help, whether with many, or with them that have no power : 
help us, O Lord our God ; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go 
against this multitude. O Lord, thou art our God ; let not man prevail 
against thee. 

So the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before Judah ; and 
the Ethiopians fled. 

And Asa and the people that were with him pursued them unto Gerar : 
and the Ethiopians were overthrown, that they could not recover them- 
selves ; for they were destroyed before the Lord, and before his host ; and 
they carried away very much spoil. 

And they smote aU the cities round about Gerar ; for the fear of the 
Lord came upon them : and they spoiled all the cities ; for there was 
exceeding much spoil in them. 

They smote also the tents of cattle, and carried away sheep and camels 
in abundance ; and returned to Jerusalem. 

Comment. — In the same year began two new reigns in Israel 
and Judah, for Jeroboam never recovered the blow that Abijah's 
victory had given him, and was stricken unto death. His son 
Nadab reigned little more than a year. He was besieging 
Gibbethon, a city properly belonging to the Leuites, but which 
had been seized by the Philistines, when one of the fierce chiefs of 
the rich tribe of Issachar, Baasha by name, rose against him, and 
did what had never been done before in Israel, slew every creature 
of Jeroboam's family, thus fulfilling Ahijah's prophecy. Meantime, 
Asa, the son of Abijah, in Judah, though still a very young man, was 
applying himself to purify the kingdom from the idolatry that had 
arisen in the latter reigns, destroying the mountain shrines where 
the people wilfully resorted, breaking the images of the sun god, 
and burning the wooden pillars of the moon goddess, so far as he 
dared, for it seems that he did not overpower the resistance either 
of his grandmother Maachah or of some of the cities ; but the 
Book of Kings tells us that his heart was perfect, that is, undivided, 
and in earnest to devote himself and his people wholly to the Lord 
Therefore he was signally blest. Ethiopia, the wild country south of 
^SyP^ ^^^ ^ powerful king, here called Zerah, on the old monu- 
ments Azereh-Amen, who after the death of Shishak not only 
conquered Egypt, but led his army on into Judah, which was 
always the first place attacked by any Egyptian conqueror, because 
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of its being the highway to Syria. Asa met him at Zephathah, in 
the plain of Judah, with an army which was as nothing to that of 
the invader ; but the king cried aloud to God in a beautiful prayer, 
worthy of a true son of David : "It is nothing to Thee to help with 
many or with few ; " and help was given. The Ethiopians were 
utterly discomfited, and driven not only out of the Philistine 
country, through which they had advanced, but could not even 
retain their hold on Egypt, and had to retreat to their own country 
beyond the cataracts of the Nile. Such was the blessing upon 
heart-whole trust in God. 




LESSON VIII. 

THE REFORMATION UNDER ASA IN JUDAH, 
B.C. 941.— 2 CHRON. XV. I— 19. 

And the Spirit of God came upon Azariab the son of Oded : 

And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and 
all Judah and Benjamin ; The Lord is with you, while ye be with him ; 
and if ye seek him, he will be found of you ; but if ye forsake him, he will 
forsake you. 

Now for a long season Israel hath been without the true God, and with- 
out a teaching priest, and without law. 

But when they in their trouble did turn unto the Lord God of Israel, and 
sought him, he was found of them. 

And in those times there was no peace to him that went out, nor to him 
that came in, but great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of the 
countries. 

And nation was destroyed of nation, and city of city : for God did vex 
them with all adversity. 

Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak : for your work 
shall be rewarded. 

And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, 
he took courage, and put away the abominable idols out of all the land of 
Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had taken from mount 
Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the Lord, that was before the porch of 
the Lord. 

And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers with them 
out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of Simeon : for they fell to him 
out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that the Lord his God was 
with him. 
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So they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem in the third month, in 
the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa. 

And they offered unto the Lord the same time, of the spoil which they 
had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep. 

And they entered into a covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers 
with all their heart and with all their soul ; 

That whosoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel should be put to 
death, whether small or great, whether man or woman. 

And they sware unto the Lord with a loud voice, and with shouting, and 
with trumpets, and with comets. 

And all Judah rejoiced at the oath : for they had sworn with all their 
heart, and sought him with their whole desire ; and he was found of them : 
and the Lord gave them rest round about 

And also concerning Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he removed 
her from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove : and Asa 
cut down her idol, and stamped it, and burnt it at the brook Kidron. 

But the high places were not taken away out of Israel : nevertheless the 
heart of Asa was perfect all his days. 

And he brought into the house of God the things that his father had 
dedicated, and that he himself had dedicated, silver, and gold, and 
vessels. 

And there was no more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign 
of Asa. 

Comment, — When Asa was returning from his great victory 
oyer the Ethiopians, — that victory gained in the name of the Lord 
of Hosts, — the prophet Azariah was sent by the Lord to meet him 
and his army, and remind them how trouble and disaster had 
uniformly followed whenever the Law of God and His appointed 
form of worship had been forsaken, and how a blessing had always 
come whenever He was called upon in His own way. Asa, as has 
been already seen, had been trying to purify the land of idols and 
high places since the beginning of his reign, but had apparently 
been much hindered by the opposition of his subjects and of his 
grandmother. Queen Maachah. The prophet therefore calls on 
him to be strong, and let not his hands be weak ; and the exhorta- 
tion, made before the whole army of Judah, immediately after the 
great victory, and their king's prayer, had a great effect upon the 
warriors, who no longer withstood his reformations 1 nor was it 
only the men of his own kingdom, but many even from Ephraim, 
Manasseh, and Simeon became convinced that only at Jerusalem 
would God accept their service, and joined in putting away the 
idols and restoring true religion. Probably Simeon, which was to 
the south of Judah, at a distance from the other tribes, did ever aCtex 
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hold with it, since we several times find Simeonites mentioned at 
Jerusalem. Really good and religious persons living in the 
boimds of Israel continued to make their way to the Temple for the 
festivals, though often with great danger. There was a great 
gathering at Jerusalem for, as it seems, the Feast of Weeks, an 
offering of the spoil and a solemn renewal of the covenant ; and 
indeed the hearts of the people seem to have been thoroughly 
touched, and they rejoiced in the blessing of the Lord and the 
prosperity He had g^ven them. 

Asa now ventured on carrying the reformation into his ovn 
family. It was the custom in Judah, as in other Eastern kingdoms, 
that the king's mother should be regarded as queen rather than 
the king's wife, and Maachah, or Michaiah, the favourite wife of 
Rehoboam, had retained her position as queen after her son 
Abijah's early death, either from • her rank as a descendant of 
David, or because Asa's own mother, whose name is never givea 
at all, may have died early. The Hebrew language has no distinc- 
tive word for " grandparents" or "grandchildren," and thus, where 
the grandfather is the more distinguished person, the parentage is 
often ascribed to him, passing over the intermediate generation. 
Maachah had maintained her favourite worship of the moon- 
goddess Ashtoreth, and her wooden pillar, till Asa, convinced 
that her evil example ought no longer to be tolerated, removed 
her from her royalty, and destroyed her image, letting its remnants 
be washed away to the Dead Sea by the brook Kidron. He was 
able in great measure to restore the treasures that had been taken 
from the Temple during Shishak's invasion, and remained peaceful 
and prosperous till the thirty-fifth year, not of his own reign, but of 
the kingdom of Judah, i,e, B.C 940, the thirteenth of his own reign. 
The Book of Kings says he had peace for ten years. This must 
have been from B. c 950 to B. C. 940 — ^from Zerah's invasion to the 
war with Baasha of Israel. 
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LESSON IX. 
THE REBUKES TO ASA AND BAASHA, 

B.C. 940. — I Kings xv. 16 — 21 ; 2 Chron. xvL 7 — 10. 

And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their 
days. 

And Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah, and built Ramah, that 
he might not suffer any to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 

Then Asa took all the silver and the gold that were left in the treasures 
of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king's house, and 
delivered them into the hands of his servants : and king Asa sent them to 
Ben-hadad, the son of Tabrimon, the son of Hezion, king of Syria, that 
dwelt at Damascus, saying. 

There is a league between me and thee, and between my father and thy 
father : behold, I have sent unto thee a present of silver and gold ; come 
and break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he may depart 
from me. 

So Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of the 
hosts which he had against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, and 
Dan, and Abel-beth-maachah, and all Cinnerotli,* with all the land of 
NaphtalL 

And it came to pass, when Baasha heard thereof, that he left off build- 
ing of Ramah, and dwelt in Tirzah. 

And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said 
unto him. Because thou hast reUed on the king of Syria, and not relied on 
the Lord thy God, therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of 
thine hand. 

Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very many 
chariots and horsemen? yet, because thou didst rely on the Lord, he 
delivered them into thine hand. 

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward 
him. Herein thou hast done foolishly : therefore from henceforth thou 
sbalt have wars. 

Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him in a prison-house ; for 
he was in a rage with him because of this thing. And Asa oppressed some 
of the people the same time. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jehu the son of Hanani against 
Baasha, sa3ring, 

Forasmuch as I exalted thee out of the dust, and made thee prince over 
my people Israel ; and thou hast walked in the way of Jeroboam, and hast 
made my people Israel to sin, to provoke me to anger with their sins ; 

Behold, I will take away the posterity of Baasha, and the posterity of his 

* The land about the Sea of Gennesareth. 
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bouse ; and will make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of 
Nehat 

Him that dieth of Baasha in the city shall the dogs eat ; and him that 
dieth of his in the fields shall the fowls of the air eat 

So Baasha slept with his fathers, and was buried in Tirzah : and Elah his 
son reigned in his stead. 

In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of Judah began Elah the son of 
Baaslia to reign over Israel in Tirzah, two years. 

And his servant Zimii,' captain of half his chariots, conspired against him, 
as he was in Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza, steward 
of his house in Tirzah. 

And Zimri went in and smote him, and killed him, in the twenty and 
seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his stead. 

And it came to pass, when he began to reign, as soon as he sat on his 
throne, that he slew all the house of Baasha : he left him not one, neither of 
his kinsfolks, nor of his friends. 

Thus did Zimri destroy all the house of Baasha, according to the word of 
the Lord, which he spake against Baasha by Jehu the prophet. 

For all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, by which they 
sinnedf and by which they made Israel to sin, in provoking the Lord God 
of Israel to anger with their vanities. 

Comment. — ^After Asa's ten years of peace, Baasha of Israel 
began a war that lasted between the two kings for the rest of their 
lives. His aggression seems to have been the fortifying Ramah, 
Samuel's city, a priestly town only five miles from Jerusalem. 
Perhaps he meant it as a fortress whence to annoy the pilgrims to 
Jerusalem, as we find was done later by the wicked kings of Israel. 
This time Asa failed. He did not turn away to idols, but he had 
lost his heart-whole trust in the Lord, and looked to man instead. 
He sent messengers, and a present collected from the treasury of 
the Temple, to the power which had arisen in the rich city of 
Damascus since its revolt from Solomon — Ben-hadad (Son of the 
Sun), king of Syria — begging him for his alliance and assistance 
against Baasha. Accordingly, Ben-hadad invaded Israel to the 
north, took the northern Dan, where the golden calf was, and 
overcame the lands of Naphtali, round about the Lake of Genne- 
sareth, while Asa himself attacked Baasha, forced him to leave off 
building Ramah, and carried off the materials to construct two 
forts of his own at Geba and Mizpeh (the watch-tower), thus guard- 
ing the approach to Jerusalem. 

But schismatic and rebellious as the Israelites were, they were 
the brethren of Judah, and it was ill done to call in a heathen foe 
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on them. Asa had not trusted in God, and the prophet Hanani 
sternly rebuked him for his want of faith, bidding him remember 
his deUverance before, and assuring him that God's eyes were ever 
ready to mark and relieve the needs of the faithfuL Had he left 
Ben-hadad to continue in league with Baasha, he would have been 
allowed to gain another great victory, but by buying him off he had 
left a powerful enemy, who would become a scourge to Israel and 
Judah. Alas ! Asa, elated by the apparent success of his policy, 
threw the prophet into prison, and in his latter years disappointed 
the high promise of his youth by becoming a severe and oppressive 
ruler, though still no idolater. 

Meantime, Baasha was likewise rebuked, apparently by the son 
of the very prophet whom Asa was imprisoning. He had been 
raised up by God, but not to continue the calf-worship nor to be a 
cruel murderer, and so his family was to share the same doom as 
Jeroboam, and so it did, almost exactly. Like Jeroboam, he had a 
long reign — it lasted twenty-four years ; then he died, leaving a 
feeble son, and, as he had done himself, a successful captain in 
the army rose against the new king while half the army was 
away besieging Gibbethon, and, as the king was drinking himself 
drunk, fell on him and made a great slaughter of all his family 
and friends. All that was good in Israel was drawn to Jerusalem, 
and anarchy and fearful wickedness prevailed. 



LESSON X. 

RISE OP THE HOUSE OF OMRI IN ISRAEL. 

B.C. 929. — I Kings xvi. 15 — 34, 

In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah did Zimri reign 
seven days in Tirzah. And the people were encamped against Gibbethon, 
which belonged to the Philistines. 

And the people that were encamped heard say, Zimri hath conspired, 
and hath also slain the king : wherefore all Israel made Omri, the captain 
of the host, king over Israel that day in the camp. 

And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with him, and they 
besieged Tirzah. 
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And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that the city was taken, that he 
went Into the palace of the king's house, and burnt the king's house over 
him, with fire, and died, 

For his sins which he sinned in doing evil in the sight of the Lord, in 
walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he did, to make 
Israel to sin. 

Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and his treason that he wrought, are 
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel ? 

Theij were the people of Israel divided into two parts : half of the people 
followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king; and half followed 
Omri. 

But the people that followed Omri prevailed against the people that 
followed Tibni the son of Ginath : so Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 

In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah b^an Omri to reign over 
Israel, twelve years : six years reigned he in Tirzah. 

And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents of silver, and 
built on the hill, and called the name of the city which he built, after the 
name of Shemer, owner of the hill, Samaria. 

But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did worse than all 
that were before him. 

For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his 
sin wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke the Lord God of Israel to 
anger with their vanities. 

Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his might that he 
shewed, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of 3ie kings of 
Israel ? 

So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria : and Ahab 
his son reigned in his stead. 

And in the thirty and eighfh year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the 
son of Omri to reign over Israel : and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over 
Israel in Samaria twenty and two years. 

And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord above all 
that were before him. 

And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the 
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and 
worshipped him.* 

And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had 
built in Samaria. 

And Ahab made a grove ; and Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God 
of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him. 

In his days did Hiel the Bethelite build Jericho : he laid the foundation 
thereof in Abiram his firstborn, and set up the gates thereof in his youngest 
son Segub, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Joshua 
the son of Nun. 



Comment. — Seven days had sufficed to destroy the family of 
Baasha. When the tidings of Elah's murder reached the army 
that lay before Gibbethon, the soldiers chose their captain Ojnri as 
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their king, and marched upon Tirzah, the royal city. When Zimri 
found that they had burst into the city, and that all hope was over 
for him, he shut himself up in the palace, set fire to it, and perished 
in the flames. At first, another pretender to the crown arose, 
named Tibni, but Omri succeeded in putting him down, and in 
founding the most powerful house that reigned over the ten tribes, 
but also the wickedest. The Israelites had thoroughly obtained 
their wish of having kings like the nations, for the difference 
between them and the heathen was growing less and less. 

Since Tirzah had been burnt, Omri resolved on forming a new 
royal city, close to Shechem and Mounts Ebal and Gerizim, so as 
to be a rival to Jerusalem. He therefore bought the round, smooth 
hill of Shemer, and built on it a city which has been called from 
it Samaria, and ere long gave its name to the whole kingdom of 
the ten tribes. He must have been an able man, who sinned with 
a high hand, since he did worse than all the kings before him, and 
he made such an impression on the surrounding nations, that they 
long called all kings of Israel sons of Omri. He and his son Ahab 
made alliances, especially with their rich Phoenician neighbours, 
the merchant princes ; and Ahab married a princess from Zidon, 
the daughter of Ithobal, or Ethbaal, a king of great wealth and 
splendour. The women of Zidon were beautiful, able, fierce, and 
determined, and Jezebel brought with her the worship of the 
Phoenician god Baal. Hitherto the calves had been used only as 
emblems of Jehovah. It was disobedient worship that was paid 
to them, but still it was meant for the true God. It broke the 
second commandment, but the first was broken by the introducing 
an absolute rival god in opposition to the Lord. This was the 
special step in wickedness made by Ahab, a weak man under the 
dominion of his wife. It was at this godless time that Jericho, the 
accursed city, was rebuilt, and the prophecy of Joshua (Book III. 
Lesson VII. Josh. vi. 20) was fulfilled; for Hiel, the profane 
founder, lost his eldest son as he laid the foundation, and his 
youngest as he set up the gates. 
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LESSON XL 

yEHOSHAPHAT IN yUDAH. 

B.C 914. — 2 Chron. xvi. II — 14; xvii. i — 13. 

And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they are written in the 
book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 

And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in his 
feet, uniil his disease was exceeding great : yet in his disease he sought not 
to the Lord, but to the physicians. 

And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and fortieth year of 
his reign. 

And they buried him in his own sepulchres, which he had made for 
himself in the city of David, and laid him in the bed which was filled 
with sweet odours and divers kinds of spices prepared by the apothe- 
caries' art : and they made a very great burning for him. 

And Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and strengthened himself 
against Israel. 

And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of Judah, and set garrisons 
in the land of Judah, and in the cities of Ephraim, which Asa his father 
had taken. 

And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the first 
ways of his father David, and sought not unto Baalim.* 

But sought to the Lord God of his father, and walked in his com- 
mandments, and not after the doings of Israel. 

Therefore the Lord stablished the kingdom in his hand ; and all 
Judah brought to Jehoshaphat presents ; and he had riches and honour in 
abundance. 

And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lord : moreover he 
took away the high places and groves out of Judah. 

Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes to teach in the 
cities of Judah. 

And with them he sent Levites ; and with them Elishama and Jehoram, 
priests. 

And they taught in Judah, and had the book of the law of the Lord 
with them, and went about throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught 
the people. 

And the fear of the Lord fell upon all the kingdom* of the lands that 
were round about Judah, so that they made no war against Jehoshaphat. 

Also some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents, and tribute 
silver ; and the Arabians brought him flocks, seven thousand and seven 
hundred rams, and seven thousand and seven hundred he-goats. 

* Not the Baal of Jezebel, but xnacy gods. 
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And Jehoshaphat waxed great exceedingly; and he built in Judah carries, 
and cities of store. 

And he had much business in the cities of Judah : and the men of war, 
mighty men of valour, were in Jerusalem. 

Comment. — In the end of his long reign Asa suffered from a 
severe disease in his feet, and again showed his want of trust in 
God, solely trusting to physicians, instead of also pra>'ing. He 
died, and was laid in an embalmed resting-place that he had 
prepared for himself outside the walls of Jerusalem, with a great 
burning of fragrant odours by way of incense. 

His son Jehoshaphat was by far the best king who had reigned 
since the schism. He had much of the character of both Da\nd 
and Solomon, and was thoroughly pious and devout, as well as 
wise, large-hearted, and valiant He took away all that was idola- 
trous — images and wooden pillars, and mountain shrines — which 
had sprung up in those latter days of his father's forgetfulness of 
God. This was a work that every good king did again and again. 
The truth seems to have been that the people of Judah were so 
fond of their forbidden high places and pillars of Ashtoreth, that 
after every great clearance by a zealous king they gradually 
restored and crept back to them. Jehoshaphat, however, deprived 
them of the excuse of ignorance by sending priests and Levites, 
carrying the Book of the Law, namely the books of Moses, to teach 
them throughout their cities. There was at this time a great 
outpouring of the Spirit of prophecy, and while great prophets 
were rebuking sinful Israel, many fresh psalms were added to the 
existuig store by the descendants of Asaph, who mark them as 
psalms of Asaph, and also as by the " sons of Korah," the other 
musical Levites of the Temple. 

Jehoshaphat was a great and prosperous monarch. His Judaean 
mountains were inhabited by a brave, industrious, happy people, 
cultivating to the very utmost the terraces on the mountains ; his 
army was always ready to be called out, and had captains of name 
and fame, who are recorded in the Chronicles as David's had been ; 
he fortified his cities, and had the Philistines and Arabs tributary 
to him, as well as the Edomites ; so that the glorious days of Solo- 
mon had returned, even to the shorn and diminished kingdom. 
What a contrast were the two kings 1 
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LESSON XII. 

ELiyAH AND THE WIDOIV OF ZAREPHATH. 

B.C. 910.— I Kings xvii. 

And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, 
said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I 
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to 
my word. 

And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, 

Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide diyself by the brook 
Cherith, that is before Jordan. 

And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have com- 
manded the ravens to feed thee there. 

So he went and did according unto the word of the Lord : for he went 
and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 

And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread 
and flesh in the evening ; and he drank of the brook. 

And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because 
there had been no rain in the land. 

And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, 

Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there : 
behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. 

So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate 
of the city, behold, the vridow woman was there gathering of sticks : and he 
called to her, and said. Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, 
that I may drink. 

And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said. Bring me, 
I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. 

And she said. As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an 
handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse : and, behold, I 
am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my. son, 
that we may eat it, and die. 

And Elijali said unto her. Fear not ; go and do as thou hast said : but 
make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make 
for thee and for thy son. 

For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not 
waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth 
rain upon the earth. 

And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah : and she, and 
he, and her house did eat many days. 

And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, 
according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the wonan, the 
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mistress of the house, fell sick ; and his sickness was so sore thmt there 
was no breath left in him. 

And she said raito Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man 
of God? art thou come mito me to call my sin to remembrance, and to 
slay my son? 

And he said unto her. Give me thy son. And he took him out of her 
bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where, he abode, and laid him 
upon his own bed. 

And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou 
also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her 
son? 

And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto 
the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul 
come into him again. 

And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child 
came into him again, and he revived. 

And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber 
into the house, and delivered him imto his mother : and Elijah said. See, 
thy son liveth. 

And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a 
man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth. 

Comment. — God left not Himself without a witness. There 
had been idolatries, His worship had been conducted so against 
His commands as to be a mere mockery, and shrines of false 
deities had been adored ; but never till Ahab brought the proud 
Jezebel from Samaria had His own chosen people attempted to 
give themselves away from Him and choose another national god. 
Miracles had ceased almost entirely since the days of the Judges, 
for they are signs not to those grounded in faith, but to unbelievers ; 
and miserable Israel had lapsed into such a state of ignorance 
that they were ready to fall away to a new power, a rival to, or even 
jrreater than, Jehovah, as they thought, — Baal, the lord, the Sun 
or power of Nature ; and therefore it had become needful to prove 
that Nature was only the servant of Jehovah, the Lord of heaven 
and earth. 

And as His messenger, He sent the greatest and most wondrous 
of all the prophets, Elijah, whose parents' name we do not know. 
He came from among the people of Gilead, but the word Tishbite 
seems to mean " a stranger," and we hear of him suddenly and 
awfully. A man of the desert, with long hair, bare feet, and rough 
camel's -hair garment, he stood before Ahab in the midst of the 
palace inlaid with ivory, and with couches covered with c\ish\otL*& 

VOL. in. D 
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of Tynan purple, and annouijced that for three years the Lord 
would withhold all rain or dew. 

Then he withdrew himself to the place God had appointed for 
him during the terrible famine that must needs ensue. The brook 
Cherith, one of the streams flowing into the Jordan, gave him 
drink, and God caused the birds of the air — the ravens — ^to provide 
him with food. Then, when the brook dried up, he was sent — let 
us mark and wonder — not to pious Jehoshaphat, but into a village 
belonging to Jezebel's own father, Ethbaal, and suffering under 
the same famine ; for the drought under Ithobal was recorded by 
Phoenician historians. There was the poor widow, gathering sticks 
to dress her last food for herself and her child. What wonderful 
charity it was to share that last morsel with the stranger ! What 
wonderful faith to trust his word ! Thus was she the great example 
that to give freely, even to the last, is the sure way to receive freely 
and be sustained ; and no doubt it was because God saw in her 
this power of loving faith that He sent the prophet to her. For 
our Lord Himself says— 

But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of 
Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when g^reat 
famine was throughout all the land ; 

But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of 
Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. — (Luke iv. 25, 26.) 

Israelite women would not thus have acted, and so the blessing 
went away to the Gentile, as it was to go in after-times. 

Nor was the never failing of the food the only wonder worked in 
that Zidonian household. There for the first time did God permit 
man to recall life to a dead body, showing Himself to be Lord of 
life and death. But observe how unlike our Lord's miracles of 
raising the dead to life was this. He had but to speak the word, 
and the dead revived in full health and vigour. Here Elijah 
stretched himself on the child, and prayed long and earnestly, 
before he won from God the restoration of the soul. It was not 
by power of his own, but yet through his touch, through his 
prayer, God permitted the work to be done, even as He still works 
through the ministry of His Church in calling back the dead soul 
to life. 



^ 
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LESSON XIII. 

ELiyAH*S MEETING WITH AHAB. 

B.C 906. — I Kings xviii. i — 19. 

And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the Lord came 
to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab ; and I will 
send rain upon the earth* 

And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore 
famine in Samaria. 

And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house. (Now 
Obadiah feared the Lord greatly: 

For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lord, that 
Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and 
fed them with bread and water.) 

And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of 
water, and unto all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the 
horses and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts. 

So they divided the land between them to pass throughout it : Ahab went 
one way by himself, and Obadiah went another by himself. 

And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him : and he knew 
him, and fell on his face, and said. Art thou that my lord Elijah ? 

And he answered him, I am : go, tell thy lord. Behold, Elijah is here. 

And he said. What have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver thy servant 
into the hand of Ahab, to slay me ? 

As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom, whither my 
lord hath not sent to seek thee : and when they said. He is not there ; he 
took an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they foimd thee not. 

And now thou sayest. Go, tell thy lord. Behold, Elijah is here. 

And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the 
Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee whither I know not ; and so when I 
come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me : but I thy 
servant fear the Lord from my youth. 

Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of 
the Lord, how I hid an hundred men of the Lord's prophets by fifty in 
a cave, and fed them with bread and water? 

And now thou sayest. Go, tell thy lord. Behold, Elijah is here : and he 
shall slay me. 

And Elijah said. As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I 
will surely shew myself unto him to-day. 

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him, and Ahab went to meet 
Elijah. 

And it came to pass when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him. 
Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 

D2 
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And he answered, I have not troubled Israel ; but thou, and thy father's 
house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou 
hast followed Baalim.* 

Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, 
and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the 
groves + four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 

Comment. — It is plain that while Elijah had been hidden first 
by the brook Cherith, and then at Zarephath, his rebuke and the 
drought that followed it had caused Jezebel not to repent, but to 
take vengeance upon all the prophets of the Lord on whom she 
could lay hands. She had induced Ahab to cause search to be 
made everywhere in all the kingdoms round for Elijah himself, and 
to exact an oath from every king that the prophet was not hidden 
in his territories ; and as to all the scholars who still dwelt in the 
schools of the prophets, keeping up the worship of the Lord, she 
had slain them ruthlessly, except such as the good Obadiah, the 
steward of Ahab's household, could save by hiding them in the 
great caves either of Mount Ephraim or of the hills of Gennesareth. 
She seems to have viewed it as a struggle between two great 
powers, Jehovah and Baal, and she had set all the fierce pride of 
her heart in making her Zidonian god prevail, and conquer, as it 
were, the land of Israel. 

Meantime the drought lasted. For three years the burning 
sun had scorched on, without a cloud, without a veil of mist, or 
drop of rain. As Moses had foretold, the heaven was like brass 
above, the earth like iron below, and the misery of man and beast 
was such as Jeremiah in a later poem described : — 

And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters. 

They came to the pits, and found no water. 

They returned with their vessels empty; 

They were ashamed and confounded, and covered their heads. 

Because the ground is chapt, for there was no rain in the earth. 

The plowmen were ashamed, they covered their heads. 

Yea, the hind also calved in the field, 

And forsook it, because there was no grass. 

And the wild asses did stand in the high places ; 

They snuffed up the wind like dragons ; 

Their eyes did fail, because there was no grass. 

Indeed, not only had the nobles sent their little ones for water, 
but the king himself set out in quest of some spring not yet dry, 

* Other gods. Ashtoreth. 
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not trusting to the report of any man, since each would wish to 
keep the scanty supply of water to himself rather than yield it to 
save the king's horses and mules. The only man to whom Ahab did 
trust for a true report, be it observed, was no courtly worshipper of 
Baal, or even of the calves, but Obadiah, the servant of the Lord. 

It was at this moment that God sent Elijah to present himself 
to Ahab. The prophet went without fear or question, but Obadiah, 
whom he first found, was much dismayed. He feared that as 
Elijah had disappeared after predicting the famine, so he would 
again be conveyed away by God, and that he himself should be 
the sufferer from Ahab's anger. Elijah reassured him, and when 
Ahab came, trying to assume kingly authority, and demanding 
" Art thou he that troubleth Israel ?" the prophet stood before him 
in the far greater might of holy fearlessness, telling him that the 
troubler of Israel was himself, he who had brought in false gods ; 
and then, as the king quailed before him, bidding him collect all 
the prophets in the name of Baal, and all those dedicated to 
Ashtoreth's wooden pillars, to Mount Carmel, and there, in the 
face of all Israel, should the cause of Jehovah and Baal be put to 
the proofl 



LESSON XIV. 

ELiyAWS CHALLENGE. 

B.C. 906. — I Kings xviii. 20 — 39. 

So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets 
together unto mount Carmel. 

And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye be- 
tween two opinions ? if the Lord be God, follow him : but if Baal, then 
follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 

Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of 
the Lord ; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 

Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one 
bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put 
no fire under : and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and 
put no fire under. 

And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the uascks. ^1 



38 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN [lesJ- 



the Lord : and the god that answereth by fire, let him be God. And aQ 
the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 

And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for 
yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and csdl on the name of 
your gods, but put no fire under. 

And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and 
called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, 
hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped 
upcm the altar which was made. 

And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Ciy 
aloud : for he is a god ; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in 
a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 

And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives 
and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 

And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied * untfl 
the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither 
voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 

And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the 
people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that 
was broken down. 

And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of 
the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel 
shall be thy name : 

And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord : and he 
made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of 
seed. 

And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid 
him on the wood, and said. Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the 
burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 

And he said. Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. 
And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. 

And the water ran round about the altar ; and he filled the trench also 
with water. 

And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, 
that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 

Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art 
the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 

Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and 
the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that vras 
in the trench. 

And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces : and they said. 
The Lord, he is the God ; the Lord, he is the God. 

Comment. — Mount Carmel, or Mar Elias, as it is still called 
from this great prophet, is a magnificent mountain rising twelve 
miles from the Mediterranean Sea, and while to the east and 

* Sang and prayed. 
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north it has a gentle slope, clothed with the olives and vines that 
gave its name of Carmel, or " fruitful," to the south it descends 
steeply and suddenly into the plain of Jezrcel, where lay Ahab's 
favourite city. The dead flat all lay parched, brown, and blistered 
with the drought, when all Israel were called to stand on the moun- 
tain side while the wonderful scene took place. Ahab sat at the 
head of his people. On the one side stood four hundred and fifty 
men, the prophets of Baal ; on the other one — one only — prophet 
of the Lord That one defied the four hundred and fifty. " Let 
each side," he said, " prepare a sacrifice, with wood laid ready, but 
no fire to bum it ; and He that answereth by fire, let Him be the 
God of Israel" The people— who, as Elijah had said, were halting 
between two opinions, divided between the old teaching and old 
recollections that led them back to Jehovah, and the Court example, 
the lying wonders, and the foul sensual ritual that drew them 
towards Baal — consented to the trial And the Baalite prophets 
began preparing their bullock, and invoking their god with cries, 
dances, shouts and songs, that became frenzied as hour after hour 
passed by, and still there was no reply ; and the solitary man in 
his goatskin cloak stood by, mocking at them, — Louder ! louder 
still ! Their god was not attending. He was talking, or hunting, 
or on a journey, or asleep! For these heathen notions of gods 
made them powerful men. In the Greek poems, a god is some- 
times beguiled into sleep that he may forget his friends, or he 
goes off to taste the sacrifices of his favourites and neglects all 
his other votaries. And so even to the calf-worshipping Israelites 
Elijah's irony must have shown the contrast with the Lord God 
of Israel, who neither slumbereth nor sleepeth, but is ever near 
to hear and save. The frenzied screams, the maddened dances 
and bounds, nay, the absolute wounding and tearing of them- 
selves by the BaaUte priests, went on from morn till noon, from 
noon till the sim was low. 

It was drawing near to the hoiu- at which the evening lamb 
was laid on the brazen altar at Jerusalem, and Elijah knew that 
the voices of the priests and Levites were ascending to the Mercy 
Seat. He felt himself one with them still. He repaired the altar, 
which had probably been used in the days of Samuel's circuits ; 
and, to keep up the memory that Israel was still one thougji out- 
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wardly broken, he placed a stone for each of the twelve tribes. 
Then he called the Israelites near and made the sacrifice, but — 
strange wonder ! — ^he made a trench round, as deep as he could have 
sown four gallons of seed in, and called on the Israelites to pour 
water on it again and again and again, till wood, stones, and 
flesh were thoroughly drenched, and the trench was full of water. 
This water came from an immensely deep spring close at hand, 
which does not depend upon weather and is never dry. Then, at the 
moment of evening sacrifice, he came near, and with a short, simple 
prayer — a great contrast to the orgies of the prophets of Baal- 
he entreated that the Lord Jehovah, God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, would prove Himself indeed the God of Israel, and turn 
the hearts of these wilful people back ^ain to their true Creator. 

Then fell the fire of heaven — miraculous fire, burning up not 
only the soaked flesh and wet wood, but the very stones, and licking 
up the water in the trench ! 

Israel was conquered ; from every lip rose the cry, "Jehovah ^ 
He is the God ; Jehovah, He is the God ! " 

Nor has Mukhrakah, "the place of the burning," ever bee^* 
forgotten. 



LESSON XV. 

THE COMING OF THE RAIN. 

B.C. 906. — I Kings xviii. 40 — ^46; xix. i — 3. 

And Elijah said unto tliem. Take the prophets of Baal ; let not one 
them escape. And they took them : and Elijah brought them dovoi to 
brook Kishon, and slew them there. 

And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink ; for there is 
sound of abundance of rain. 

So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top 
Carmel ; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face betwe^^^ 

his knees, 

And said to his servant. Go up now, look toward the sea. And he we^^ 
up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said. Go again sev^ ' 

times. , V . , , ^.- 

And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said. Behold, the^^ 

ariseth a little doud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, G5^ 



v.] THE COMING OF THE RAIN, 4i 



ip, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain 
top thee not 

And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the heaven was black with 
:loads and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went 
to JezreeL 

And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah ; and he girded up his loins, 
and ran before Ahab to the entrance of JezreeL 

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had 
slain all the prophets with the sword. 
Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying. So let the gods do to 

me, and more also, if I make not thy liie as the life of one of them by 

to-morrow about this time. 
And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer- 

^eba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. 

Comment.— TV// Casses^ "the mound of the priests,** is a small 
flat-topped green knoll close to the river Kishon, and is almost 
certainly the place where, at Elijah's bidding, the priests of Baal 
were slain. It was in perfect accordance with the commands in 
the Books of the Law :— 

If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth 
thee a sign or a wonder. 

And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, 
^yi^g. Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us 
serve them; 

Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer 
of dreams: for the Lord yovir God proveth you, to know whether ye love 
tneLoRD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 

Ve shall walk after the Lord your God, and fear him, and keep his 

commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him and cleave 
unto him. ' 

-^^^ that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death ; be- 
muse he hath spoken to turn you away from the Lord your God, which 
Drought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house 
aT^' *° ^^^^ ^^® o^t of the way which the Lord thy God com- 

of a4 *° ^^ ^^' ^° ^^^^^ ^^°^ ^"^ ^® ^^ *^*y ^^^^ ^^® "^^^^^ 

«,-?*7i'°?^'» ^^ ^^ ^^thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the 
^e 01 thy bosom, or thy friend, which is as thine own soul, entice thee 

fK^„ « *T^?' . "^ g^ ^d serve other gods, which thou hast not known, 
thou, nor thy fathers ; 

■ fh^^^??' °^^^« go^s of the people which are round about you, nigh unto 

oth^r Sd of Siel'JSif ''' ^'^"^ ^^ ''''^ ^"""^ ""^ '^' ^^ '^'^ "^'"^ '^^ 

th^e^^e^t T ^^^^"^^ ^to hun, nor hearken unto him ; neither shall 
Ijim J eye puy mm, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal 



42 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN [less. 



But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put 
him to death, and afterguards the hand of all the people. 

And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; because he hath 
sought to thrust thee away from the Lord thy God, which brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 

And all Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such wicked- 
ness as this is among you. 

Nothing but absolute extirpation could put away the guilt and 
ingratitude of turning to any god save Him who had brought Israel 
out of the land of Egypt. And be it borne in mind, too, that the 
Baal worship of the Phoenicians included human sacrifice, and such 
foul and horrible orgies, that heathens of purer minds, like the 
Greeks and Romans, shrank from them with abhorrence ; so that 
these apostate prophets well deserved to die, and it was the law that 
it should be by the hand pf all the congregation. 

Ahab himself seems to have been convinced ; indeed, for the rest 
of his reign he seems to have longed to turn back to the Lord, but 
to have been too great a coward not to be withheld by his violent 
and imperious wife. At this moment he was entirely overcome, 
and God had pity on even such fleeting repentance. Elijah indeed 
seems to have thought the victory won, as he prayed in his intensity 
of prayer for the long- withheld rain. There he prayed, on the top 
of the mountain, while his servant at his bidding gazed out on the 
glittering Mediterranean lying far beneath — ^gazed and gazed into 
the glowing brazen sky. 

Flow forth, ye showers, ye blissftil showers ; 

Long parched hath been the land. 
In sultry noon, where withered Carmel towers, 
Elijah is at hand ; 

He leaned his head full low, 

His head in prayer did bow, 

His head between his knees. 
What is there now beyond the distant seas ? 

Methinks I hear afar 

The footsteps of the storm ! 
Now go and yoke the harnessed car, 

And hasten to the town ; 

For o'er the distant main 
There is a cloud, as if a form 
Were leaning with a pitcher down 

And drawing up the rain. 

The Baptistery, 
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The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed ear- 
nestly that it might not rain : and it rained not on the earth by the space of 
three years and six months. 

And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 
forth her fruit 

So speaks St. James. The servant of God was allowed to win 
the blessing of dew and showers for the land. He knew his prayer 
was granted when that tiny cloud rose in. the sunset, and he bade 
Ahab hurry home, and eat and drink — ^break the fast that no doubt 
was being kept for the misery of the land. Black and stormy came 
the welcome clouds. Ahab drove swiftly over the plain to Jezreel, 
and, strung up by fervent zeal and inspiration, the prophet ran along 
by his side, while the welcome tempest overtook them, and the 
drops fell, steaming up from the parched earth, and refreshing 
winds brought joy and gladness to fainting man and beast ; and 
surely none could doubt who was the God who ruled the clouds 
and sent rain on the earth. No one ? Nay, how did Jezebel take 
the wonderful proofs who was the God, and the agreement of her 
husband and all his subjects in destroying the impostors who had 
so entirely failed? She, was the more fiercely bent on crushing 
what opposed her. She swore that by the next day Elijah too 
should be slain. Nor could faint-hearted Ahab stir a hand to 
uphold the truth ; and of the m,en who had been convinced the day 
before, there were plenty quite willing to do her bidding ! 

Was this all that had come of Elijah's threat — the three years' 
drought, the great ordeal, the purging of the land, the coming of the 
rain ? Behold, Baal's worshippers were as determined as ever, and 
Elijah himself was forced to flee, to Judah first, where, under Jeho- 
shaphat, he was safe, but he was too sad at heart to continue in 
the haunts of men, and from Beersheba went on alone into the 
wilderness. 
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LESSON XVL 

ELIJAH ON MOUNT HOREB, 

B.C. 906. — I Kings xix. 4 — 21. 

But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and 
sat down under a juniper tree : and he requested for himself that he might 
die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for I am 
not better than my fathers. 

And as he lay and slept under a juniper * tree, behold, then an angel 
touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. 

And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals,+ and 
a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down 
again. 

And the angel of the Lord came again the second time, and touched 
him, and said, Arise and eat ; because the journey is too great for thee. 

And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that 
meat it forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. 

And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there ; and, behold, the 
word of the Lord came to him, and he said unto him. What doest thou 
here, Elijah? 

And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts : for 
the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; 
and they seek my life, to take it away. 

And he said. Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, 
behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the moun- 
tains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord ; but the Lord was 
not in the wind : and after the wind an earthquake ; but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake : 

And after the earthquake a fire ; but the Lord was not in the fire : and 
after the fire a still small voice. 

And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his 
mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, 
there came a voice unto him, and said. What doest thou here, Elijah ? 

And he said, I have been very jealous § for the Lord God of hosts : 
because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down 
thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword ; and I, even I only, am 
left ; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

And the Lord said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of 
Damascus : and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Sjrria : 

And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel : and 

* Retem, a kind of broom, with purple and white flowers, that grows in desolate 
jjJaces. t £mbers. , .. % Food. § Full ofDuming zeaL 
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Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet 
in thy room. 

And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael 
shall Jehu slay; and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha 
slay. 

Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not 
bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. 

So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was 
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth : and 
Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him. 

And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said. Let me, I pray thee, 
kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee. And he said 
unto him, Go back again : for what have I done to thee ? 

And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, 
and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the 
people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and 
'ministered unto him. 



Comment. — This is one of the most wonderful chapters in all 
Scripture. Elijah was cruelly disappointed. All the wonderful 
deeds he had done had led to an utter failure ; his heart was broken, 
and he was in utter despair. He fled from the face of man, and 
hastening out into the dreary desert of the wanderings of Israel 
among the white, dull, stony hills, he lay down in exhaustion beneath 
one of the low shrubs in the waste, and murmured a request for 
himself that he might die as his fathers — as Moses and Aaron 
themselves, had died, in that wilderness. Then, worn out, he sank 
into a sleep, and merely woke at the touch of an angel to eat of 
the unleavened bread, such as was baked on ashes, and to drink 
of the water, prepared for him. It seems as though mind and body 
were so spent by the great conflict with the Baalites, the wrestling 
in prayer, the disappointment and the flight, that he scarcely was 
enough awake to be sensible of the marvel that an angel was 
watching over him and tending him as a mother tends a weary 
child. Twice he awoke, and partook of that bread from heaven 
— ^bread of such miraculous nourishment that it supported him 
through the forty days when, like Moses before, and One greater 
than Moses afterwards, he remained without tasting of other food, 
journeying on imtil he reached Horeb, the Mount of God, the 
same where Moses had seen the Fire in the bush and heard the 
first call, and where that covenant had been given which was now 
so utterly broken and despised. 
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There Elijah found a cave where he slept. It may well have 
been the very cleft of the rock where Moses was hidden when the 
glory of the Lord passed by ; and there it was that the Lord's voice 
came unto him, " What doest thou here, Elijah ? " rebuking him, 
as it were, for having deserted his task. Then Elijah answered 
with a piteous representation of that wilful apostasy that he had 
striven in vain to check. He believed himself alone to be left, 
and his life was sought, but he did not repeat his entreaty for 
death. Then God bade him stand on the rock. He stood in awe 
while three awful tokens of wrath passed by, — the wind, the earth- 
quake, and the fire ; yet here the Lord was not. God sends His 
judgments to prepare His way, but He — He Himself — comes with 
the " still small voice," the breath of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. 
As He had proclaimed before Moses in that very mount, He is the 
" Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth." The famine and the slaughter 
which Elijah had found in vain, were not His only ways of 
dealing with men. He can speak to their hearts in ways of which 
none knows. So God sent Elijah back to the deserts towards 
Damascus, bordering on Israel, but appointed three avengers — 
Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha, — who should live for the punishment of 
the apostate Samaria ; yet all the time He assures Elijah that the 
still small voice was with seven thousand Israelites who had never 
done homage to the false god. 

Yet in fallen Israel arc there hearts and eyes, 
That day by day in prayer like thine arise : 
Thou know'st them not, but their Creator knows. 

So, however solitary we may feel, we may always be sure that 
God joins our prayers with those of the numbers " whose life is hid 
with Christ in God." 

Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias ? how he maketh intercession 
to God against Israel, sajring, 

Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and 
I am left alone, and they seek my life. 

But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to 
myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of 
Baal. 

Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the 
election of grace. 
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Thus again, in the eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, 
St Paul refers to these seven thousand as showing that, however 
evil the times, God is never without a holy renmant whom He has 
chosen to Himself ; and thus we need never fear to be utterly alone 
and friendless. 

In effect, Elijah only actually called Elisha as he was ploughing 
in his field in the Jordan valley. He must have been a rich man, 
since he had twelve yoke of oxen together at plough ; but when the 
wild-looking wanderer from the desert cast his coarse hairy mantle 
on him, he was ready to leaye all and follow the call of God. He 
made a solenm feast of sacrifice to his family and servants, and 
gave up everything, feeling, as he said later in life, that this was no 
time for planting and building, caring for vineyards and oliveyards, 
when each good man had to strive to the utmost for his God. So 
Elisha, the wealthy landowner, went forth into the wilderness with 
the rough man of the desert, and ministered unto him, not knowing 
whither he went 



LESSON XVII. 

THE SYRIAN INVASION. 

. B.C. 901. — I Kings xx. i — 21. 

And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his host together : and 
there were thirty and two kings with him, and horses, and chariots : and 
he went up and besieged Samaria, and warred against it. 

And he sent messengers to Ahab king of Israel into the city, and said 
unto him, Thus saith Ben-hadad, 

Thy silver and thy gold is mine ; thy wives also and thy children, even 
the goodliest, are mine. 

And the king of Israel answered and said, My lord, O king, according 
to thy saying, I am thine, and all that I have. 

And the messengers came again and said. Thus speaketh Ben-hadad, 
saying, Although I have sent unto thee, saying, Thou shalt deUver me thy 
silver, and thy gold, and thy wives, and thy children ; 

Yet I will said my servants unto thee to-morrow about this time, and 
they shall search thine house, and the houses of thy servants ; and it shall 
be, that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes, they shall put it in their 
hand, and take it away. 



I 
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Then the Vmg of Israel calleii all the elders of the land, and said, Mark, 
1 pray you, and see how this man seeketh mischief : for he sent unto me 
for my wives, and for my children, and for my silver, and for my gold ; 
and 1 dented him not. 

And all the elders and all the people said unto him. Hearken not unto 
him. nor consent. 

Wlicrcfoi-c he said unto the messengers of Ben-hadad, Tell my lord the 
kinjj, All that thou didst send for to thy servant at the first I will do : but 
this tiling I may not do. And the messengers departed, and brought him 
word again. 

And Hen-hadad sent unto him, and said. The gods do so unto me, and 
more also, if the dust of Samaria sJiall suffice for handfuls for all the people 
that follow me. , 

And the king of Israel ans'wered and said. Tell him. Let not him that 
ginleth on his haniess* boast himself as he that putteth it off. 

An(i it came to pass, when Ben-hadad heard this message, as he was 
drinking, he and the kings in the pavilions, f that he said unto his servants. 
Set yourselves in array. And they set themselves in array against the city. 

Aiwl, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab king of Israel, sa3dng, • 
Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou seen all this great multitude? behold, I 
will deliver it into thine hand this day ; and thou shalt know that I am 
the Ldrh. 

And Ahab said. By whom ? And he said. Thus saith the Lord, Even 
by the young men of the princes of the pro^'inces. Then he said. Who 
shall onlcr the battle ? Ana he answered, Thou. 

Then he numl)enxl the young men of the princes of the provinces, and 
they were two hundred and thirty-two : and after them he numbered all 
the pei^ple, even all the children of Israel, being seven thousand. 

And they went out at noon. But Ben-hadad was drinking himself 
drunk in the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and two kings that 
helipeil him. 

And the young men of the princes of the provinces went out first ; and 
Ben-hadail sent out, and they told him, saying. There are men come out 
of Samaria. 

And he said, "^Tiether they be come out for peace, take them alive ; or 
whether they be come out for war, take them alive. 

So these young men of the princes of the provinces came out of the city, 
and the army which follo\>'ed them. 

And they slew every one his man : and the Syrians fled ; and Israel 
pursued them : and Ben-hadad the king of Syria escaped on an hon>e with 
the horsemen. 

And the king of Israel went out, and smote the horses and chariots, and 
slew the Syrians with a great slaughter. 

Comment. — After the fire, a still small voice. The judgment 
had had its course ; now God was about to grant a signal deliver- 
ance in mercy. Would this reclaim Israel ? The appointing of 
Hazael as the avenger must have sounded strange to Elijah, for the 

* Armour. t Bowers of branches. 
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reigning dynasty in Syria were always called Benhadad, and one 
of these, coming forth with a mighty force of chariots and horses, 
besieged Omri's new capital of Samaria, and called on Ahab to 
deliver up to him a contribution of gold, silver, and slaves, out of 
his own family and household. To this Ahab would have sub- 
mitted ; but a still more insolent message followed, the Syrians 
claiming to help themselves to whatever they pleased throughout 
IsraeL This goaded Ahab into resistance. He seems to have 
been one of the indolent princes who frequently grow up in Eastern 
palaces — ^not actively wicked nor enterprising, but fairly brave 
when stirred up, and in general only too ready to let others act 
for them. This last insult roused him : he sent a defiance, and 
when Benhadad threatened him again, he returned a dignified, 
proverbial answer, '' Let not him who is putting on his armour 
boast himself like him who putteth it off : " — wait till the battle is 
over before you settle what to do to the vanquished. Benhadad 
was before Samaria, drinking himself drunk in an arbour made 
with green boughs, when he received this answer. He bade the army 
be drawn out in order of battle. Meanwhile a prophet had come 
to Ahab, promising him deliverance from all this great multitude. 
Through whom "> he asked. Then he was answered, through the 
young men, namely the armour-bearers of the chiefs oi his pro- 
vinces. There were about two hundred and thirty of these youth i^, 
and the great disproportion of their numbers with the huge Syrian 
host would be a signal proof that victory to them must come from 
the God of battles. 

They went forth first, and behind them went the army of Israel, 
reduced by terror and distress to only seven thousand. When 
Benhadad, who was feasting with his thirty-two tributary kings^ 
heard that the Israelites were coming forth, he bade them be sur- 
rounded and taken alive ; but at their advance the mighty Syrian 
army was utterly defeated, and Benhadad himself was forced to 
flee on horseback at his utmost speed. Surely this might again 
teach Israel that the Lord He is the God, the Lord He is 
the God I 
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LESSON XVIII. 

THE DEFEAT OF THE SYRIANS, 

B.C. 900. — I Kings xx. 22 — ^43. 

And the prophet came to the king of Israel, and said ante him. Go, 
strengthen thyself, and mark, and see what thou doest : for at the return ojf 
the year the king of Syria will come up against ihee. 

And the servants of the king of Syria said unto him. Their gods are 
gods of the hills ; therefor^ they were stronger than we ; but let us fight 
against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. 

And do this thing, Take the kings away, every man out of his pkice, and 
put captains in their rooms : 

And number thee an army, like the army that thou hast lost, horse for 
horse, and chariot for chariot : and we will fight against them in the plain, 
and surely we shall be stronger than they. And he hearkened unto their 
voice, and did so. 

And it came to pass at the return of the year, that £en-hadad numbered 
the Syrians, and went up to Aphek, to fight against Israel. 

And the children of Israel were numbered, and were all present, and 
went against them : and the children of Israel pitched before them like two 
little flocks of kids ; but the Syrians filled the country. 

And there came a man of God, and spake unto the king of Israel, and 
said, Thus saith the Lord, Because the Syrians have said, The Lord is 
God of the hills, but he is not God of the valleys, therefore will I deliver 
all this great multitude into thine hand, and ye shall know that I am 
the Lord. 

And they pitched one over against the other seven days. And so it was, 
that in the seventh day the battle was joined : and the children of Israel 
slew of the Syrians an hundred thousand footmen in one day. 

But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city ; and there a wall fell upon 
twenty and seven thousand of the men that were left And Ben-hadad 
fled, and came into the city, into an inner chamber. 

And his servants said unto him, Behold now, we have heard that the 
kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings : let us, I pray thee, put 
sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and go out to the 
king of Israel : peradventure he will save thy life. 

So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and put ropes on their heads, 
and came to the king of Israel, and said. Thy servant Ben-hadad saith, I 
pray thee, let me live. And he said. Is he yet alive ? he is my brother. 

Now the men did diligently observe whether any thing would come 
from him, and did hastily catch it : and they said. Thy brother Ben-hadad. 
Then he said, Go ye, bring him. Then Ben-hadad came forth to him ; 
and he caused him to come up into the chariot 
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And Ben-hadad said unto him. The cities, which my father tbok from 
thy father, I will restore ; and thou shalt make streets for thee in Damascus, 
as my father made in Samaria. Then said Ahab, I will send thee away 
with this covenant. So he made a covenant with him, and sent him 
away. 

And a certain man of the sods of the prophets said unto his neighbour 
in the word of the Lord, Smite me, I pray thee. And the man refused to 
smite him. 

Then said he unto him, Because thou hast not obeyed t'.e voice of the 
Lord, behold, as soon as thou art departed from me, a lion shall slay 
thee. And as soon as he was departed from him, a lion found him, and 
slew him. 

Then he found another man, and said, Smite me, I pray thee. And the 
man smote him, so that in smiting he wounded him. 

So the prophet departed, and waited for the king by the way, and dis- 
guised himself with ashes upon his face. 

And as the king passed by, he cried unto the king : and he said, Tliy 
servant went out into Ihe midst of the battle ; and, behold, a man turned 
aside, and brought a man unto me, and said, Keep this man : if by any 
means he be missing, then shall thy life be for his life, or else thou shalt 
pay a talent of silver. 

And as thy servant was busy here and there, he was gone. And the 
king of Israel said unto him. So shall thy judgment be ; thyself hast 
decided it 

And he hasted, and took the ashes away from his face ; and the king ot 
Israel discerned him that he was of the prophets. 

And he said unto him. Thus saith the Lord, Because thou hast let go 
out of thy hand a man whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore thy 
life shall go for his life, and thy people for his people. 

And the king of Israel went to his house heavy and displeased, and 
came to Samaria. 

Comment. — ^The great notion of the old heathen world was, 
that every nation had its own patron-god, and that each god fought 
for his own people. The other nations did not disbelieve that the 
Lord Jehovah existed, but they thought Him the God merely 
of the Israelites ; and in Jezebel's case she regarded it as a hand- 
to-hand fight between Him and Baal for the possession of Israel. 
But in spite of Elijah^s despondency it is plain that, after the 
great challenge on Mount Carmel, the people, and Ahab himself, 
were less devoted to the new worship than before, and Ahab 
listened to the prophet who bade him prepare for another attack 
from the Syrians next year. The Syrians fancied that the power 
of the gods of Israel was in the hills, and therefore chose to fight 
in the plains, and lest there should have been treachery in the 
thirty-two tributary kings, all the commands were given to native 

E 2 
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Syrian captains. The place of battle was before Aphek, believed 
to have been in the great plain of Jezreel, and here the Syrians 
filled the country, while the Israelites were only like two little 
flocks of kids in comparison : but again a signal victory was given 
to Ahab, and of the Syrians who fled twenty-seven thousand 
more were destroyed by the falling down of the city wall. Benhadad 
himself, who had taken refuge in Aphek, was surrounded by the 
Israelite army, and fled from chamber to chamber for shelter, till 
his servants proposed to go with tokens of submission and throw 
themselves on Ahab's mercy, so as to judge whether their master 
might trust to it. Ahab had thought Benhadad slain, and his 
observation was, "Is he yet alive ? he is my brother." The sup- 
pliants were anxiously watching his words, and said, " Thy brother 
Benhadad ? " meaning " Do you acknowledge him as such ?" Ahab 
sent for him, and took him into his chariot, and accepted the terms 
he offered, namely the restoration of the cities that had been taken 
from Israel, and the being allowed to build a quarter at Damascus 
where the Israelites might live and trade. 

But it appears that this was like Saul's lenity to Agag. Ben- 
hadad had been an open enemy of the Lord, and therefore ought 
not to have been treated as a brother under misfortune. So a 
prophet was sent to rebuke Ahab by a figurative action, and force 
him to sentence himself. For this it was needful to come before 
him wounded ; and here is a lesson that it is never a trifle to disobey 
a command of the Lord. The man who refused to believe and 
strike in the name of the Lord suffered the same punishment ai 
the disobedient prophet, and was killed by a lion ; and in the mean 
time the prophet announced to Ahab that his had been an act of 
disobedience and want of faith, instead of true mercy, and therefore 
that his life should be the forfeit for Benhadad's, which he had 
spared. 
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LESSON XIX. 

NABOTH*S VINEYARD. 

B.C. 899. — I Kings xxi. 1 — 16. 

And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite had a 
vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of 
Samaria. 

And Ahab spake unto Naboth, sa3ring. Give me thy vineyard, that I may 
have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house : and I will 
give thee for it a better vineyard than it ; or, if it seem good to thee, I nill 
give thee the worth of it in money. 

And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lo&D forbid it me, that I should give 
the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 

And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because of the word 
which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him : for he had said, I will not 
give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his 
bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no bread. 

But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him. Why is thy spirit 
so sad, that thou eatest no bread ? 

And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, and 
said unto him. Give me thy vineyard for money ; or else, if it please thee, 
1 will give thee another vineyard for it : and he answered, I will not give 
ihee my vineyard. 

And Jezebel his wife said unto him. Dost thou now govern the kingdom 
of Israel ? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry : I will give 
thee the vinejrard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 

So she wrote letters in Ahab*s name, and sealed them with his seal, and 
sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwell- 
ing with Naboth. 

And she wrote in the letters, saying. Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on 
high among the people : 

And set two men, sons of Belial,* before him, to bear witness against him, 
saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, 
and stone him, that he may die. 

And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who were the 
inhabitants in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, and as it was 
written in the letters which she had sent imto them. 

They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people. 

And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat before him : and 
the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the pre- 
sence of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. 
Then they canied him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, 

that he died. 

* Worthless men. 
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I 'tvi» iiK*> \cui ts> j««ifbel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead. 

\ i V ^4iuc W ^*>^<>% when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and 
». • U.i.1, liui Jv^U^l said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard 
. \*\»iU I he .lv4Vv?chte, which he refused to give thee for money: for 
\i s-:'* »J» »u4 aiiws but dead. 

\<>i \\ \iiMUf Vv> pii:is, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that 
V n'* ivkv up W ^v> down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take 

V vvMMKNT. — That Ahab had spared Benhadad out of vanity and 
i,Oxs' |H>)ivy instead of mercy was plain from his dealings with his 
.vv\u \ubjvvt» Jezreel, on the slope of Mount Gilboa, looking out on 
U^y ^iUU to which it gave its name, seems to have been the home of 
iUy- iKkU!»v> of Omri, while Samaria was their capital, and here it was 
\\\.^\ Ahub coveted the inheritance of Naboth to join to his own 
<;>vuW^\. Hut Naboth refused, citing the law : " So shall not the 
uiUv^viunce of the children of Israel remove from tribe to tribe : for 
^\V*Y one of the children of Israel shall keep himself to the in- 
\\^\ Uance of the tribe of his fathers." (Numb, xxxvi. 7.) And Ahab 
^hs»\NTU himself childishly vexed and grieved. It is plain that, bad 
4^ the kingdom of Samaria was, still the framework of the old law 
W(U observed, and kept it above the nations around, so that the 
Syiiuus esteemed the kings of Israel as merciful kings ; but to a 
liv^n-c, proud princess like Jezebel, restraint seemed like an insult. 
** Uost thou now govern the kingdom?" she said, as though she 
thought a real king would never have been put off by a subject's 
rofusal. She undertook the whole, and Ahab thought himself 
cleared by turning aside and pretending to know nothing about it 
Meanwhile Jezebel took his signet and raised a plot, causing worth- 
less men to be found to accuse Naboth of uttering blasphemy 
against God and the king. It was to be done with all solemnity. 
A fast was held to mark the horror of Naboth's supposed crime, 
and to turn aside the evils he was said to have called down. Then 
came two witnesses — two, because " at the mouth of two witnesses, 
or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death ; 
but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death" 
(Deut. xvii. 6) — and accused him before all the assembly of the 
town. He was dragged out to the open space beyond the wall and 
there stoned ; and, as it afterwards appears (2 Kings ix. 26), his 

ildren were stoned with him, so that there might be none !eft to 
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cbim the Tiiieyard at the year of jubilee. And so Jezebel could 
tdl her husband that Naboth was dead ; and Ahab never asked 
how or why, but made ready to take possession. When we read we 
can only think of the burning words of David in the loth Psalm: — 

He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den : 

He lieth in wait to catdi the poor : 

He doth catch the poor, when he draweth him into his net. 

He doncheth, and humbleth himself. 

That the poor may fall by his strong ones. 

He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten : 

He hideth his face ; he will never see it. 

Arise, O LoiO) ; O God, lift up thine hand : 

Fdget not the humble. 

Wherefofe doth the kicked contemn God ? 

He hath said in his heart. Thou A^-ilt not require it. 

Thou hast seen it ; for thou beholdest mischief and spite, to requite 

it with thy hand : 
The poor oommitteth himself unto thee ; thou art the helper of the 

fiitherless. 

Did Naboth know them? Did he so commit himself and his 
children unto the Lord ? 

[He probably did not Idiow that he was tracing out beforehand 
the suffering of Him who, for the sake of His own vineyaid, con- 
sented to be betrayed into the hands of* wicked men, accused of 
blasphemy, and by two false witnesses, and put to death without the 
gate, with the consenting outcry of all His people.] 



LESSON XX. 

THE SENTENCE UPON AHAB. 

B.C. 899.— I Kings xxi. 17 — 29; 2 Chron. xviii. i, 2 ; 

I Kings xxii. 3, 4. 

And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 

Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria ; 

behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to 

possef^s it. 

And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou 

killed, and also taken possession ? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, ^ 
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Thus saith the Lord, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth 
shall d gs lick thy blood, even thine. 

And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he 
answered, I have found thee : because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in 
the sight of the Lord. 

Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterity, 

And will make thine hou&e like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the provocation where- 
with thou hast provoked me to anger, and made Israel to sin. 

And of Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying. The dogs shall eat Jezebel 
by the wall Jezreel. 

Him that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat ; and him that dieth 
in the field shall the fowls of the air eat. 

But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work 
wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up. 

And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all things 
as did the Amorites, whom the Lord cast out befoie the children of 
Israel. 

And it came to pass, when Ahab heard these words, that he rent his 
clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, 
and went soitly. 

And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 

Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me ? because he hnm- 
bleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his days : but in his 
son's days will I bring the evil upon his house. 

• ••••• 

Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, and joined 
affinity* with Ahab. 

And after certain years he went down to Ahab to Samaria. And Ahab 
killed sheep and oxen for him in abundance, and for the people that he had 
with him. 

And the king of Israel said unto his servants. Know ye that Ramoth in 
Gilead is ours, and we be still, and take it not out of the hand of the king 
of Syria ? 

And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to battle to Ramoth- 
Gilead ? And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am as thou art, my 
people as thy people, my horses as thy horses. 

Comment. — Ahab had been as one who knew nothing about his 
wife's cruel stratagem, and no doubt she supposed that the know- 
ledge of it was confined to those who had carried out her scheme at 
Jezreel. But when Ahab went at the head of his guards in full 
state to take possession of the confiscated property of the blas- 
phemer, a figure in a rough garment, not seen since that awful day 
on Mount Carmel, stood full before him with the stem question, 
" Hast thou killed and also taken possession ? In the place where 

'* Connected his family. 
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the dogs licked the blood of Naboth, shall dogs lick thy blood, even 
thine." Ahab's only answer was, " Hast thou found me, O mine 
enemy?" Woe to whoever learns to look on God's messenger as 
his enemy. Those who dread as foes the ministers of God may be 
sure that their case is becoming only too like Ahab's. The measure 
of his sin had not been full till he permitted this cruel treatment of 
the poor. The shedding of innocent blood is always more dreadful 
in the sight of God than almost any other wicked action ; and now 
the same doom as had befallen the house of Jeroboam and the 
house of Baasha was to come upon that of Ahab, with the additional 
horror that those packs of wild dogs that act as the scavengers of 
the Eastern towns should hck the blood of Ahab and devour the 
limbs, of Jezebel, his haughty, queenly wife. It seems as if Isaiah 
must have had this in his mind when, some two hundred years later, 
he said (Isaiah v. 8) — 

Woe unto them that join house to house, 

That lay field to field, till there be no place, 

That they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth ! 

In mine ears said the Lord of hosts, 

Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, 

Even great and fair, wiihout inhabitant. 

Unjust winning of wealth is the surest way to make the fields lie 
desolate. Ahab had sold himself to work wickedness. For the sake 
of Phoenician riches and pomp he had tried to be as a Phoenician ; 
for the sake of the poor price of a vineyard, he had let his wife 
tamper with justice, and give an innocent man and his children to 
a shameful death. Therefore he should perish ! And yet perhaps 
one of the very things that made Ahab's crimes worse was that his 
heart was not too hard to feel and fear. He was shocked at the 
doom, and grieved so deeply that the merciful God had pity on him, 
and decreed that the evil should not come on his family in its fulness 
in his own time, but in that of his son. His repentance was fleet- 
ing, but not false-hearted, and it deceived the good Jehoshaphat, 
king of Judah, who, with something of Solomon's largeness of 
heart, may have grieved at holding aloof from the sister kingdom, 
especially after the signal deliverance from the Syrians, so plainly 
the work of God, and who thus made the one mistake of his life, 
the connecting his family with Ahab's. His error must h^N^ W^xixw 
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in not inquiring of the Lord. We can fancy his thinking he should 
only be answered out of priestly prejudice, and believing he wac 
obeying the call of a warm heart, when he consented to girc his 
son and heir Jehoram in marriage to Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab 
and Jezebel, and went down himself to Samaria, perhaps to fetch 
home the bride, at any rate to hold a great feast, which he no doubt 
looked on as a feast of reconciliation and union of the Twelve 
Tribes, forgetting that all union that does not begin in the fear of 
the Lord must be hollow and fdse. 



LESSON XXI. 

MIC A I AH THE SOH OF /ML A. 

B.C. 897.— I Kings xxii. 4 — 28 ; 2 Chron. xviii. 4 — 27. 

And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, Enquire, I pray thee, at 
the word of the Lord to-day. 

Therefore the king of Israel gathered together of prophets four hundred 
men, and said unto them, Shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall 
I forbear ? And they said, Go up ; for God will deliver it into the king's 
hand. 

But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the Lord besides, 
that we might enquire of him ? 

And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, by 
whom we may enquire of the Lord : but I hate him ; for he never pro- 
phesied good unto me, but always evil : the same is Micaiah the son of 
Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so. 

And the king of Israel called for one of his officers, and said. Fetch 
quickly Micaiah the son of Imla. 

And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah sat either of them 
on his throne, clothed in their robes, and they sat in a void place* at the 
entering in of the gate of Samaria ; and all the prophets prophesied before 
them. 

And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made him horns of iron, and 
said, Thus saith the Lord, With these thou shalt push Syria until they be 
consumed. 

And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead,. 
and prosper : for the LORD shall deliver it into the hand of the king. 

And the messenger that went to call Micaiah spake to him, saying, 

* Open space. 
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Behold, the words of the prophets declare good to the king with one assent ; 
let thy word therefore, I pray thee, be hke one of theirs, and speak thou 
good. 

And Micaiah said. As the Lord liveth, even what my God saith, that 
will I speak. 

And when he was come to the king» the king said unto him, Micaiah, 
shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I forbear ? And he said, 
Go ye up, and prosper, and they shall be delivered into your hand. 

And the king said to him. How many times shall I adjure thee that thou 
say nothing but the truth to me in the name of the Lord ? 

Then he said, I did see all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep 
that have no shepherd : and the Lord said, These have no master ; let 
them return therefore every man to his house in peace. 

And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he 
would net prophesy good unto me, but evil ? 

Again he said. Therefore hear the word of the Lord ; I saw the Lord 
sitting upon his throne, and all the host of heaven standing on his right 
band and on his left. 

And the Lord said, Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that he mny 
go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead ? And one spake saying after this manner, 
and another saying after that manner. 

Then there came out a spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I 
will entice him. And the Lord said unto him. Wherewith ? 

And he said, I will go out, and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all hi* 
prophets. And the Lord said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou sMi «1tu 
prevail : go out and do even so. 

Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying sptrit in the mouth of 
these thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil against thee. 

Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and smote Micaiah 
upon the cheek, jod said, Which way went the Spirit of the Lord from 
SK to speak nnto thee ? 

And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see on that day when thou shalt go 
into an inner chamber to hide thyself. 

Then the king of Israel said. Take ye Micaiah, and carry him back to 
Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash the king's son ; 

And say. Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him 
with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, until I return in peace. 

And Micaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, the Lord hath not 
spoken by me. And he said. Hearken, O people, every one of you. 

Comment. — Ramoth was one of the Levitical cities lying in the 
land of Gilead, twelve miles beyond the Jordan, one of those 
appointed by Moses from his last encampment as the refuge of 
the manslayer. It had fallen into the hands of Syria during the 
decay of Israel. What better way could there be of sealing the 
reconciliation of the two kingdoms than by joining their forces to 
deliver it from the enemy, who had lain still and crushed ever 
since the great defeat at Aphek t Jehoshaphat readily agreed at 
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first, but soon his religious mind became disturbed at the want of 
all consecration of the enterprise, and at finding that no token of 
God's approval or blessing was asked for or expected. 

Ahab, who had lived among wonders all his life — the true miracles 
of Elijah and the false magic of Jezebel and her prophets — seems 
to have been by this time in a state of dull distrust and disbelief 
of all alike, and only to have wished, in his cowardly heart, to 
keep from hearing any disagreeable truth ; but he was obliged to 
comply, for the sake of appearances, with the request of his guest ; 
so proclamation was made that the prophets in the land should 
ask the will of God concerning the expedition. There was no lack 
of favourable answers — probably from prophets of Ash'toreth, of 
the high places and the calves — but Jehoshaphat felt that all the 
answers had the hollow ring of flattery, and would not be satisfied 
without a true prophet of the Lord. Elijah had withdrawn into 
the wilderness, and only one prophet of the Lord was at hand, 
apparently in captivity, since Ahab confessed that he hated him 
for prophesying only evil. Alas ! how many hate those who rebuke 
them, instead of so acting as to turn the prophecy to good ! 

Here is a grand scene before us. In the open space beside the 
gateway of Samaria were placed two thrones, and on them sat 
the two kings, in their purple robes and diadems, while the pro- 
phets — probably men in various fantastic garments — danced and 
sang their chants of victory. One of them, Zedekiah, in allusion 
to the bullock or unicorn of Joseph, brought a pair of iron homs,- 
saying that like an ox Ahab should drive the Syrians to their 
destruction. Then, in the midst of all these courtly auguries, there 
stood among the prophets a man — ^grave, stern, sad — bearing the 
traces of imprisonment. Ahab asked him the question. He 
answered in the same words as the others, but with a tone that 
implied, "There, now you have all you care to hear!" Ahab, 
always weak, was constrained by Jehoshaphat's stronger spirit to 
press Micaiah to speak further. Then he heard of a vision of 
Israel scattered on the hills, masterless and leaderless. He turned 
to Jehoshaphat, with a bitter smile at the man's persistency in evil 
forebodings, in contrast to the great promises around. Then 
Micaiah spoke yet more solemnly. Heaven itself had been open 
to him in a vision. He had seen the counsel of the Almighty, 
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made comprehensible to man's understanding as a king on his 
throne, speaking of the means that were to tempt Ahab to fulfil 
his destiny and fall at Ramoth-gilead. Then came forth the evil 
spirit, and undertook to be a lying spirit in the mouth of all the 
prophets, so that they were fully in earnest in thinking themselves 
inspired to predict a victory. Observe, God did not tempt them ; 
He permitted the evil spirit to deceive them, but only after by a 
long course of false prophecies they had deserved it. It is the 
especial punishment on falsehood in all times, to become unable to 
see the truth. "And if the prophet be deceived when he hath 
spoken a thing, I the Lord have deceived that prophet, and I will 
stretch out my hand upon him, and will destroy him from the midst 
of my people Israel." (Ezek. xiv. 9.) So God spake in later times by 
Ezekiel ; and of deceivers in Christian times St. Paul said — " God 
shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie." 
(2 Thess. ii. 11). So it is the terrible punishment of wilful false- 
hood to be at last so entirely in the power of Satan, the lying 
spirit, as to believe one's own lie ! Zedckiah did so entirely when 
he struck at Micaiah and scoffed at his awful vision. Micaiah 
only answered by telling him how he would soon be striving to 
hide from danger ; and when Ahab in wrath and fury sentenced 
this speaker of evil omen to be closely imprisoned till his own 
return in peace, he replied, " If thou return in peace, the Lord 
hath not spoken by me," and called on all the people to note his 
prediction. 



LESSON XXII. 

THE' BATTLE OP RAMOTH-GILEAD. 

B.C 897.--1 Kings xxii. 30 — 40 ; 2 Chron. xix. i — 11. 

And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and 
enter into the battle; but put thou on thy robes. And the king of Israel 
disguised himself, and went into the battle. 

But the king of Syria commanded his thirty and two captains that had 
rule over his chariots, saying, Fight neither with small nor great, save only 
with the king of Israd. 

And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, 
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thftt they said, Surely it is the king of Israel And they turned aside to 
light ii^nst him : and Jehoshaphat cried out. 

And it came to pass, when ihe captains of the chariots perceived that it 
was not the king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him. 

And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of 
Israel between the joints of the harness : * wherefore he said unto the driver 
of his chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host ; for I am 
wounded. 

And the battle increased that day : and the king was stayed up in his 
chariot against the Syrians, and died at even : and the blood ran out of the 
wound into the midst of the chariot. 

And there went a proclamation throughout the host about the going 
down of the sun, saying. Every man to his city, and every man to his own 
country. 

So the king died, and was brought to Samaria ; and they buried the king 
in Samoria. 

And one washed the chariot in the pool of Samaria ; and the dogs licked 
up his blood ; and they washed his armour ; according unto the word of 
the Lord which he spake. 

Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory 
house which he made, and all the cities that he built, are they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel ? 

So Ahab slept with his fathers ; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his 
stead. 

And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house in peace to 
Jerusalem. 

And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and said to 
king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that 
hale the Lord ? therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord. 

Nevertheless there are good things found in thee, in that thou hast taken 
away the groves out of the land, and hast prepared thine heart to seek 
God. 

And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem : and he went out again through 
the people from Beer-sheba to mount Ephraim, and brought them back 
unto the Lord God of their fathers. 

And he set judges in the land throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, 
city by city, 

And said to the judges. Take heed what ye do : for ye judge not for man, 
hat for the Lord, who is with you in the judgment. 

Wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be upon you ; take heed, and 
do it: for there is no iniquityf with the Lord our God, nor respect of 
persons, X nor taking of gifts. § 

Moreover in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the Levites, and of the 
priests, and of the chief of the fathers of Israel, for the judgment of the 
Lord, and for controversies, when they returned to Jerusalem. 

And he charged them, saying, Thus shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, 
faithfully, and with a perfect heart. 

And what cause soever shall come to you of your brethren that dwell in 

* Between the joinings of his coat of ma3. t Injustice. 

{ Making a difference. % Receiving briber 
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their dties, between blood and blood, between law and commandment, 
statutes and judgments, ye shall even warn them that they trespass no: 
against the Lord, and so wrath come upon you, and upon your brethren : 
this do, and ye shall not trespass. 

And, behold, Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the 
Lord ; and Zebadiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the house of Judah, 
ior all the king's matters : also the Levites shall be officers before you. 
Deal courageously, and the Lord shall be with the good. 

Comment. — It must have been with a heavy heart that Jehosha- 
phat set forth on the unblest expedition to Ramoth in Gilead, but 
he had given his word, and he could not go back from it. It even 
seems as if he expected to die in the battle which he knew could 
not prosper, for he appointed his youngest son Jehoram to be king, 
doubtless to save confusion in case he were slain ; and Jehoram's 
reign is coimted from this time. Nay, he even carried his gene- 
rosity so far as to consent to Ahab's mean-spirited plan. Ahab, 
though he had weakly spared Benhadad, knew that the special 
hatred of the Syrians was against his own person, and he had 
further been made uneasy, though not repentant, by the prophecies 
against him. So he proposed to go into the battle merely as an 
ordinary captain, while Jehoshaphat alone should wear his kingly 
robes, which woidd draw all the special danger off himself and 
upon the king of Judah ! It appears that, since chariots and horses 
had been brought up from Egypt, the chiefs on either side fought, 
not on foot, as Jonathan, David, and his mighty men had done, like 
the hardy mountaineers they were, but like other Eastern kings, and 
the heroes of Greek poetry — in war chariots, which were driven by 
a charioteer, while the great man himself launched his javelins and 
gave his orders from this elevation. Jehoshaphat in the royal chariot 
was first attacked ; but the Lord was watching over his servant, even 
in his error, and the Syrian captains perceived their mistake, and 
turned away in quest of Ahab. But it was not given to any of them 
to slay the prize of the day. It was a ntian bending his bow ** in his 
simplicity," without special aim, whose arrow struck Ahab in the 
joint of his armour, as though it had been guided by the surest of 
hands, as indeed it had. He had hidden from the Syrians ; he could 
not hide from God. In his agony he begged to be taken out of the 
battle ; but there was no rest for him— the throng thickened, and he 
was held up in his chariot till night, when he died, and his men 
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dispersed over the hills to their homes, as Micaiah had seen 
them in his vision. His corpse was brought to Samaria, his chariot 
was washed in the great pool outside the city, and the dogs licked 
his blood. It was not in the same place as that where they had 
licked Naboth's (unless, indeed, that victim had been brought for 
execution to Samaria), but that part of the judgment had been put 
off to his son's time. So closes that sad story of Ahab's weakness 
and wickedness, and God's merciful long-suffering. It is one to be 
much thought of ; for Ahab — who shrank from severe truths, hated 
those who reproved him, and tried not to know when others did wrong 
in his name and for his pleasure — is like only too many of us. 

Jehoshaphat brought his army home in safety, but the prophet 
Jehu, son of that Hanani who had rebuked his father, came out to 
meet him, and rebuked him for having joined himself with the 
ungodly, telling him that he had brought down God's anger on his 
family, for truly he had brought in a seed of corruption from which 
the kingdom of Judah never entirely recovered. But Jehoshaphat, 
unlike Ahab, unlike his own father Asa, took the prophet's rebuke 
in all meekness, and only strove more to reform hrs kingdom. 
Again he went throughout his lands, by personal influence bringing 
his subjects to turn wholly to the Lord, labouring perhaps the more 
fervently because the miseries of a land without true faith or 
worship had just been brought before him. Moreover, he appointed 
judges in all the cities, charging them strictly to do their office as 
representing God the Judge himself. He did not speak of their 
duty to himself, or to society, but of their duty to God. Thus they 
were to guard themselves against showing favour to their friends or 
to the rich, or from accepting bribes. Besides this, there seems to 
have been a court at Jerusalem, presided over by Amariah, the high 
priest, to which questions of the religious law might be carried, and 
another under Zebadiah, the ruler of the house of Judah, for worldly 
questions of justice. " Deal courageously, and the Lord shall be 
with the good," says Jehoshaphat, whose name meant "the judgment 
of the Lord." 

It is said that the eighty-second Psalm was the song of instruc- 
tion framed for his judges. It reminds them of their being in the 
place of God Himself, the Judge among gods— that is, spiritual 
powers or angels — and then warns them against wrong judgment, 
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and shows the dreadful consequences of injustice ; ending with 
reminding them that though they are now as gods, because the 
Word and Power of God has come on them to enable them to 
execute justice between man and man, yet they shall die in their 
mm, and give an account to the God who shall judge all mankind. 

Grod standeth in the congregation of the mighty ; 

He judgeth among the gods. 

How long will ye judge unjustly, 

And accept the persons of the wicked ? 

Defend the poor and fatherless : 

Do justice to the afflicted and needy. 

DeUver the poor and needy : 

Rid them out of the hand of the wicked. 

They know not, neither will they understand ; 

They walk on in darkness : 

All the foundations of the earth are out of course. 

I have said, Ye are gods ; 

And all of you are children of the Most High. 

But ye shall die like men, 

And fall like one of the princes. 

Arise, O God, judge the earth : 

For thou shalt inherit all nations. 



LESSON XXIIL 

THE WAR WITH MOAB AND AMMON. 

RC 896. — 2 CHRON. XX. I — 19. 

It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children 
of Ammon, and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against 
Jehoshaphat to battle. 

Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying. There cometh a 
great multitude against thee from beyond the sea,* and, behold, they be in 
Hazazon-tamar, which is £n-gedi. 

And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and pro- 
claimed a £&st throughout sdl Judah. 

And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LoRD : even 
out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord. 

And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in 
the house of the Lord, before the new court. 

And said, O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven ? and 
rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen ? and in thine hand is 
Jiere not power and might, so that none is able to withstand thee? 

* The Dead Sea. The word in our version is A ratHy probably meant foe Edom.. 

TOL. in. F 



66 SCRIPTURE READINGS EOR CHILDREN. \yBS&. 



Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land 
before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend 
for ever ? 

And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for tliy 
name, saying, 

VL, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgement, or pestilence, or 
famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is 
in this house,) and cry unto thoe in our affliction, then tbou wilt hear 
and help. 

And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and mount Sdr, 
whom thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when they came out of the land 
of Egypt, but they turned from them, and destroyed them not ; 

Behold, I say, how they reward us, to come to cast us out of thy posses- 
sion, which thou hast given us to inherit 

O our God, vrilt thou not ju^e them ? for we have no might against this 
great company that com^h against us ; neither know we what to do : but 
our eyes are upon thee. 

And all Ju<uh stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives, 
and their duldren. 

Then upon Jahazid the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son 
of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the 
Spirit of the Lord in the midst of the congregation ; 

And he said. Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jemsalem, 
and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the Lord unto you. Be not afraud 
nor dismayed irj reason of this great multitude ; for the battle is not yours, 
but God's. 

To-morrow go ye down against them : behold, they come np by the cliff 
of Ziz ; and ye shfdl find them at the end of the brook, before the wilder- 
ness of JeruA 

Ye shall not need to fight in this battle : set yourselves, stand ye still, 
and see the salvaticm of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem : 
fear not, nor be dismayed ; to-morrow go out against them : for the Lord 
will be with you. 

And Jehodiaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground : and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the Lord, worshipping 
the Lord. 

And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children 
of the Korhites, stood up to praise the Lord God of laael with a loud 
voice on high. 

CoiOfENT. — ^Till Jehoshaphat had joined Ahab, he had enjoyed 
perfect peace. Now a war was allowed to take place, but it was so 
met by Jehoshaphat as to turn to a glory and joy almost unequalled. 
The Moabites and Ammonites, with other nations, formed a league 
against him, and, taking him by surprise, advanced in large force 
on the shores of the Dead Sea, to Engedi, where David had lurked 
in his outlaw days. Jehoshaphat, feeling that thi<; was a punish- 
ment, held a frist throughout Judah, and assembled his people at 
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the Temple, where he stood forth in the court, here called " New " — 
probably because of some recent repairs or additions — ^and poured 
forth his prayer, recalling God's mercies of old and the prayer of 
Solomon, that in all distress a prayer to Him who had set His Name 
in that House might bring deliverance. It was a most beautiful 
confession of entire dependence on and trust in God, pleading how 
these very nations had been spared in the advance of Israel, though 
they had now come with intent to destroy Judah. His prayer and 
that of all Israel was answered by God's Holy Spirit, who came, 
even while the King and all his people were praying, to one of the 
musician Levites, Jahaziel, of the sons of Asaph, descendants of 
Korah. Rising in his place on the Temple steps, in his white robe, 
he called all the people and the King himself to hear God's assur- 
ance that they need not fear, for the battle was not theirs, but God's ! 
They should go out against the enemy — there they were on the 
mountain road of Ziz, in the desert of Jeruel, only fifteen miles off. 
Go forth — ^yes, but there would be no fighting for Judah ! God 
would fight ; they would only look on ! Then Jehoshaphat, fully 
believing and trusting, bowed his head to the ground in gratitude, 
his people with him, and a great song of praise went up from all 
that multitude, who had come together in fear and trembling— 
a song led by the Levites. Some of these, among them probably 
Jahaziel, composed a Psalm of prayer at this time, the eighty-third, 
inscribed with the name of Asaph, in honour of their forefather, 
and praying for deliverance from these banded nations. 

Keep not thou silence, O God : 
Hold not thy peace, and be not still, O God. 
For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult : 
And they that hate thee have lifted up the head. 
They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, 
And consulted against thy hidden ones. 

They have said, Come^ and let us cut them off from bfiiuir « nation , 
That th6 name of Israel may be no more in remembnuic«. 
For they have consulted together with one consent : 
They are confederate against thee : 
The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites ; 
Of Moab, and the Hagarenes ; 
Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek ; 
The Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre ; 
Assnr also is joined with them : 
They have holpen the children of Lot. 

F 2 
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Do unto them as unto the Midianites ; 

As to Siseia, as to Jabin, at the brook of Kison : 

Which perished at En-dor : 

Tliey became as dung for the earth. 

Make their nobles like Oreb, and like Zeeb : 

Yea, all thdr princes as Zebah, and as Zalmunna : 

"Who said, Let us take to ourselves • 

TTie houses of God in possession. 

O my God, make them like a wheel ; 

As the stubble before the wind. 

As the fire bumeth a wood, 

And as the flame setteth the mountains on fire, 

So persecute them with thy tempest, 

And make them afraid with thy storm. 

Fill their faces with shame ; 

That they may seek thy name, O Lord. 

Let them be confounded and troubled for ever ; 

Yea, let them be put to shame, and perish : 

That men may know that thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, 

Art the Most High over all the earth. 

The tabernacles mean, of course, the tents. The Psalmist goes 
through the twelve nations one by one. The Hagarenes mean the 
children of Hagar, wild Arabs ; Gebal means ** a rock," and refers 
to the mountains whence the Edomites came ; Assur is Assyria. 
So the son of Asaph looks back to the great deliverances from 
robber tribes in the time of the Judges, and prays for as entire a 
victory and discomfiture of the foe. The "wheel" is a rolling 
thing, either thistle-down or some of the great dead stalks of 
an artichoke-like plant, which is driven frantically along before 
the desert wind. The psalm, when Christians sing it, shows the 
judgment of God against His enemies and those of His Church, 
though they band together against Him. 



LESSON XXIV. 

THE VICTORY OF TEKOA. 

B.a 896. — 2 Chron. XX. 20 — 30, 35 — 37 ; I Kings xxii. 49. 

And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of 
Tekoa : and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said. Hear me, O 
Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem ; Believe in the Lord your God, so 
shall ye be established ; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. 
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And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the 
Lord, and that should praise the beauty ot holiness, as they went out before 
the army, and to say. Praise the Lord ; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

And when they bqgan to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushments 
against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come 
against Judah ; and they were smitten. 

For the children of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants 
of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy them : and when they had made 
an end of the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to destroy another. 

And when Judah came toward the watch-tower in the wilderness, they 
looked unto the multitude, and, behold, they were dead bodies fallen to 
the earth, and none escaped. 

And when Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away the spoil of 
them, they found among them in abundance both riches with the dead 
bodies, and precious jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more 
than they could carry away : and they were three days in gathering of the 
spoil, it was so much. 

And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of 
Berachah ; for there they blessed the Lord : therefore the name of the 
same place was called, The valley of Berachah, unto this day. 

Then ^ey returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat 
in the fore-front of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy ; for the Lord 
had made them to rejoice over their enemies. 

And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and trumpets unto 
the house of the Lord. 

And the fear of God was on all the kin|;doms of those countries, 
when they had heard that the Lord fought against the enemies of Israel. 

So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet : for his God gave him rest 
round about. 

# * * * « * * 

And after this did Jehoshaphat king of Judah join himself with Ahaziah 
king of Israel, who did very wickedly : 

And he joined himself with him to make ships to go to Tarshish : and 
they made the ships in Ezion-gaber. 

Then Eliezer the son of Dodavah of Mareshah prophesied against 
Jehoshaphat, sa3ang, Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the 
Lord hath broken thy works. And the ships were broken, that they were 
not able to go to Tarshish. 

Then said Ahaziah the son of Ahab unto Jehoshaphat, Let my servants 
go with thy servants in the ships. But Jehoshaphat would not 

Comment. — In the morning, the King was the very first to show 
that he perfectly believed in the message of JahazieL He bade the 
whole train of priests and Levites go forth with him and his army 
in the beauty of holiness, probably meaning the full richness and 
glory of their sacred vestments, singing in full sweetness the exulting 
chant, "Praise the Lord ; for His mercy endureth for ever.'' What 
faith there was in going forth thus with an unarmed host against 
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the fierce robbers of the desert ! — ^faith equal to that at which the 
walls of Jericho fell. And it was in like manner rewarded. It seems 
that one of these hostile nations had prepared an ambush for the 
expected army of Judah, and, when some of their allies came up, 
attacked them by mistake, and soon there was one deadly battle 
between £dom, Moab, and Ammon ; so that when Judah came to 
their camp there was notMng there but the dead, and the rich spoil 
that took three days to be gathered in. Nothing like that victory 
is on record, save one in our own island, when the Allelujah cry of 
the newly baptized, in their white garments, turned the whole host 
of plunderers to flight. 

This is the first time we hear these words : ''Praise the Lord ; for 
His mercy endureth for ever/* — the burthen of the 136th Psalm, 
which, if it were not written then, must have been composed partly 
in memory of the day, when again the Lord fought for them, and 
they held their peace. 

Great is die Lord, and greatly to be praised 

In the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. 

Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, • 

Is mount ^on, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. 

God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 

For, lo, the kii^ were assembled, 

They passed by together. 

They saw it, and so they marvelled ; 

They were troubled, and hasted away. 

Fear took hold upon them there, 

And pain, as of a woman in travail. 

Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind. 

As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord of hosts^ 

In the city c^ our God : God will establish it for ever. 

We have thought of thy loving-kindness, O God, 

In the midst of thy temple. 

According to thy name, O God^ so is thy praise unto the ends (tf the 

earth : 
Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 
Let mount Zion rejoice let the daughters of Judah be glad. 
Because of thy judgments. 
Walk about Zion, and go round about her : 
Tdl the towers thereof 

Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces ; 
That ye may tell it to the generation following. 
For this Goid is our God for ever and ever : 
He will be our guide even unto death. 

fej^ We have another song of victory after this great triumph, in the 
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forty-eighth Psalm, rejoicing in the safety and glory of the beautiful 
city of Jerusalem, standing so firm and safe on that fair place, the 
hill of Zion, where 

God is well known in her palaces as a sure refnge. 

The kings of the earth had gathered themselves together against 
her in vain; they were taken with fear and sorrow, they were 
astonished and suddenly cast down. And then the singer is not 
afraid to remind the King how different it had been when, instead 
of simply trusting to the Lord, he had leagued himself with the sinful 
IsraeUtes, and tried to follow in the track of their Tyrian allies, in 
search of riches. 

Thou shalt break the ships of the sea through the east wind. 

What a happy, blessed king it was who thus acknowledged the 
wreck of the ships at Ezion-geber — taking God's judgments as 
mercies ! So trusting, Jerusalem was indeed safe ; and the singer 
cries in joy and exultation — 

Walk about Zion, and go round about her, and tell the towers thereof. 

Mark well her bulwarks, set up her towers, that ye may tell them that 
come after. 

For this God is our God for ever and ever ; He shall be our guide unto 
death. 

So spoke the happy and thankful Levite, rejoicing in the beautiful 
strong battlements of his Jerusalem, in all the freshness of their 
youth, of ** her gorgeous crown of towers." While this God was 
owned as their God for ever and ever, and each took Him for his 
Guide imto death, those towers and bulwarks were strength indeed ! 

And thus this beautiful Psalm prophesies of the strength of the 
Church, and how no weapon that is formed against her shall prosper ; 
but God is her God for ever and ever ; and God the Holy Ghost 
is our Guide unto death. 

Perhaps as Solomon had sent ships of Tarshish — that is, like 
those built for Mediterranean voyages to Tartessus — ^to Ophir, 
Jehoshaphat may have thought he was safe in following his example ; 
but Solomon's temptation had come through riches, wealth, and 
commerce. " The people shall dwell alone, and not be reckoned 
among the nations,** or they could not guard the Law for the 
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coming of the Messiah. So God sent His winds to wreck the 
ships, and His prophet to forbid their building ; and Jehoshaphat 
submitted, and reused the offer of Ahaziah of Israel to assist 
him with practised sailors in another voyage. 



LESSON XXV. 

ELIJAH CALLING DOWN FIRE, 

B.C. 896.-2 Kings i. i— 17; iii. 2, 3. 

Then Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab. 

And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber that was 
in Samaria, and was sick ; and he sent messengers, and said unto them, 
Go, enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of 
this disease. 

But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to 
meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto tiiem, is it not 
because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baal-zebub the 
god of Ekron ? 

Now therefore thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not come down from 
that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. And Elijah 
departed. 

And when the messengers turned back unto him, he said unto them. Why 
are ye now turned back ? 

And they said unto him, There came a man up to meet us, and said unto 
us, Go, turn again unto the king that sent you, and say unto him. Thus 
saith the Lord, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that thou 
sendest to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron ? therefore thou shalt 
not come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt 
surely die. 

And he said unto them, What manner of man was he which came up to 
meet you, and told you these words ? 

And they answered him. He was an hairy man,* and girt with a girdle oi 
leather about his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. 

Then the kmg sent unto him a captain of nfty with his fifty. And he 
went up to him : and, behold, he sat on the top of an hill. And he spake 
unto him, Thou man of God, the king hath said, Come down. 

And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty. If I be a man of 
God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. 
And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his futy. 

Again also he sent unto him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And 
he answered and said unto him, O man of God, thus hath the Idng said, 
Come down quickly. 

* In a hairy garment. 
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And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire 
come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of 
God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. 

And he sent again a captain of the third fifty with his fifty. And the 
third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, 
and besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, I pray thee, let my 
life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight 

Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and burnt up the two captains 
of the former fifties with their fifties ; therefore let my life now be precious 
in thy sight. 

And the angel of the Lord said unto Elijah, Go down with him : be not 
afraid of him. And he arose, and went down with him tmto the king. 

And he said unto him. Thus saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast sent 
messengers to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron ; is it not because 
there is no God in Israel to enquire of his word ? therefore thou shalt not 
come down off that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. 

So he died according to the word of the Lord which Elijah had spoken. 
And Jehoram reigned in his stead in the second year of Jehoram the son of 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah ; because he had no son. 

And he wrought evil in the sight of the Lord ; but not like his father, 
and like his mother : for he put away the image of Baal that his father had 
made. 

Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
which made Israel to sin ; he departed not therefrom. 

Comment. — Probably the rebellion of Moab against Israel took 
place immediately after the death of Ahab, and it might be owing 
to successes gained in the kingdom of Samaria that the invading 
host crossed the Jordan so easily to make war on Jerusalem, and 
perish by the hands of their allies. Ahaziah, the wicked son of 
Ahab and Jezebel, was in no condition to contend with them. He 
had been severely hurt by a fall through a lattice, which some think 
means the ornamental metal network that encloses windows ; others 
the open-work parapet around the flat roof of the house. It was 
a special conmiand, given in Deuteronomy, that houses should have 
battlements to prevent falls which would bring blood upon the 
house. 

The Philistine country was famed for witchcraft and sorcery ; and 
at Ekron, one of the five towns, was the shrine of a god called Baal- 
zebub, " the Lord of Flies," and as swarms of flies were supposed 
to come before great storms or other convulsions of nature, the god 
of flies was thought to have the power of forecasting events. The 
name remained in abhorrence among the Jews, who ended by 
r^arding this oracle at Ekron as the voice of an evil spirit — as^ il^ 
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it had any supernatural power, it must been. And thus Beel-zebub, 
as the name was changed with their language, was used as a devil's 
name. On the way Ahaziah's embassy to Ekron received their 
reply, and were turned back, full of awe, with their messaged : "Is 
there no God in Israel, that thou sendest to enquire of Baal-zebub 
the god of Ekron ? Thou shalt not come down from that bed on 
which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die." 

When the young King heard the message, he asked the descrip- 
tion of the speaker, and heard that he was a man clothed in a 
rough loose garment of camel's hair, girt round with a thpng of 
leather. Then he knew that it was the terrible prophet of the 
desert, so seldom seen, whom his father had called his enemy, and 
whom his mother hated. Ahaziah did what his mother had 
only threatened, his father had never dared to do : he sent to seize 
the prophet But God's power had to be made manifest, and the 
profane man who called him in mockery was burnt up by fire from 
heaven. Twice did this happen : the third captain humbly entreated 
where the others had scoffed, and EUjah surrendered himself but 
only to come before the King to confirm the sentence of death before 
spoken, and which, after all, spared Ahaziah the doom of his race. 
He had no son, and his brother Jehoram began to reign in the 
second year since Jehoshaphat had associated his son, also called 
Jehoram, on the throne, so that Israel and Judah each had a king 
Jehoram. The great warnings of Elijah had had some effect, 
since Jehoram of Israel was not an adorer of Baal, though he was 
of the calves. 

When our Lord was on earth, not impossibly at the very same 
place, the Apostles James and John would fain have had Him repeat 
this miracle on a village that would not admit Him. They said — 

Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down firom heaven, and 
consume them, even as Elias did ? But he turned, and rebuked them, and 
said. Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are o£ For the Son of man 
is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. (Luke ix. 54 — 56.) 

He did not find fault with the prophet who was taught thus to 
act in the time of judgment upon an evil nation ; but those who were 
now seeking to revenge a wrong, were led by a spirit that they knew 

■M to be an evil one. Elijah was a messenger of vengeance, but 

^Bb Son of Man had come to save men's lives. 
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LESSON XXVI. 

ELIJAH TAKEN UP TO HEAVEN 

B.C. 896. — 2 Kings ii. i — 14. 

And it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah into heaves 
by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from GiigaL 

And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee ; for the LoKV hath 
sent me to Beth-eL And Eli^ said unto him. As the Lord liveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to HeUi-eL 

And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, 
and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away Uiy master 
bom. thy h«ul to-day? And he said. Yea, I know it; hold ye your 
peace. 

And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee ; for the Lord 
hath sent me to Jericho. And he said. As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave tiiee. So they came to Jericho. 

And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and 
said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master 
from thy head to-day ? And he answered. Yea, I know it ; hold ye your 



And Elijah said unto him. Tarry, I pray thee, here ; for the Lord hath 
sent me to Jordan. And he said. As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I win not leave thee. And they two went on. 

And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar 
off : and they two stood by Jordan. 

And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it tc^ether, and smote the 
waters, and Uiey were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over 
on dry ground. 

And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto 
Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. 
And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be 
npoame. 

And he said. Thou hast asked a hard thing : nevertheless, if thou see me 
when I am taken firom thee, it shall be so unto thee ; but if not, it shall 
not be so. 

And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there 
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder ; 
and £3ijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

And Elisha saw it, and he cried. My father, my father, the chariot of 
Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more : and he took 
hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. 

He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, 
and stood by the bank of Jordan ; 
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'And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the 
waters, and said, Where is the Lord God of Elijah? and when he 
also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither ; and Elisha 
went over. 

Comment. — There was a sense upon all the prophetic world that 
the greatest of prophets was to be taken away, and in some won- 
derful manner. Elijah came forth from the desert where he had 
dwelt, to Gilgal, where the twelve stones stood in memory of the 
crossing the Jordan, and thence to Bethel, where was still a school 
of the prophets, perhaps under Jehoshaphat's protection. There the 
prophets gave Elisha the warning that every loving pupil receives 
in his turn, '* Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master 
from thy head to-day?" Elisha answered as one with a heart 
too full to bear to speak of his loss, " Yea, I know it ; hold ye your 
peace." Elijah entreated, but did not command him to remain 
behind, and he would not leave him, either because he had some 
foreboding of the blessing to be won by clinging closely to his 
master, or because he thought the removal was to be through some 
cruelty of Jezebel or her son. Again he refused at Jericho, and 
there, when the master and pupil went forth together, the young 
prophets went forth to watch them from a distance. By the river 
side, Elijah rolled his camel's-hair mantle up like a staff, and struck 
the water with it There was a way through the rapid river, even as 
there had been for Israel ! There they were on the east of Jordan, 
where Moses had gone up into the Mount to die ; and Elisha, mind- 
ful perhaps of Joshua, Moses' minister, whose typical name was 
almost his own (" the Lord the Saviour," and " God the Saviour '*), 
entreated, as Joshua had done, that a double portion of his master's 
spirit might come upon him. It was a hard thing, Elijah answered, 
but it should be " if thou see me when I am taken from thee." 
Then, while yet the two prophets talked together, there descended a 
wonderful appearance like a chariot and horses of fire, and Elijah 
was borne away as on a whirlwind, while Elisha stood crj-ing, as 
one who scarce knew what he said : " My father, my father, the 
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof." Therewith the hairy, 
coarse mantle was dropped, and Elisha took it up, and returning 
alone, the same miracle was wrought in his hands as in those 
. of Elijah. 
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One such marvel had been wrought before the Flood, for Enoch, 
who walked with God. One other was likewise to ascend from 
earth to heaven. But Enoch and Elijah were taken up ; Christ the 
Lord went up by His own power. They were taken in their still 
mortal bodies ; He went, in the Body indeed, but in His risen, 
changed, and glorified Body, with all the marks of His death upon 
it. Still, Elijah's ascent is the special type of Christ's Ascension, 
as the sending down his mantle as the token of the double portion 
of his spirit is a type of the sending the Holy Spirit upon the 
Church. Thus far Elijah does foreshadow our Lord, but for the 
most part it is Elisha who is the type of Christ, as Elijah is of the 
Forerunner, John the Baptist. Elijah is in personal character the 
grandest figure of all the prophetic series. His greatness is not in 
the multitude of his miracles, for they were comparatively few, nor 
in his predictions, for of writings he left none ; but in his loftiness 
and sternness, and his standing forth alone as the champion of the 
Lord Jehovah, and the life he lived, beyond human nature. He 
was the great reprover, the witness of God before the last decay q\ 
Samaria, and the foremost (though not the earliest) of the great 
body of prophets who for four centuries upheld the Name of God 
among the corrupt people. The last of those prophets, MaUchi, 
when closing his roll, wrote — 

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto 
him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments. 

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great 
and dreadful day of the Lord : 

And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the 
heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with 
a corse. 

And from that time the Jews looked for Elijah's reappearance among 
them. How they expected it may be seen in this summary of his 
life in Ecclesiasticus : — 

Then stood up EUas the prophet as fire, and his word burned like 
a lamp. 

He brought a sore famine upon them, and by his zeal he diminished 
their number. 

By the word of the Lord he shut up the heaven and also three times 
brought down fire. 

O Elias, how wast thou honoured in thy wondrous deeds ! and who may 
glory like unto thee ! 
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Who didst raise up a dead man from death, and his soul from the place 
of the dead, by the word of the Most High : 

Who broughtest kings to destruction, and honourable men from their 
bed : • 

Who heardest the rebuke of the Lord in Sinai, and in Horeb the 
judgment of vengeance : 

Who anointedst kings to take revenge, and prophets to succeed after 
him : 

Who was taken up in a whirlwind of fire, and in a chariot of fiery 
horses : 

Who wast ordained for reproofs in their times, to pacify the wrath of the 
Lord's judgment, before it brake forth into fury, and to turn the heart of 
the father unto the son, and to restore the tribes of Jacob. 

Blessed are they that saw thee, and slept in love ; for we shall 
surely live. 

Ellas it was, who was covered with a whirlwind : and Eliseus was filled 
with his spirit. 

And when the Angel first told the priest Zacharias of the future 
birth of his son, the Forerunner of Christ, it was in the words, 
" He shall go before Me in the spirit and power of Elias : " and the 
hairy mantle, the leathern thong, the desert life, the stem solitude, 
the fearless rebukes to kingly vice, the lonely struggle with corrup- 
tion, were almost exactly repeated in John the Baptist, though he 
disclaimed being actually Elijah returned. 

But when the three Apostles on the Mount of Transfiguration had 
beheld Moses and Elias in glory talking with their Lord, the Law 
and the Prophets alike glorified with Him, they asked of Him how 
it was that the Scribes said Elias must first come. His answer was 
that " Elias truly hath come already, and they have done unto him 
whatsoever they listed." So at the first coming of the Kingdom, 
St. John was undoubtedly the Elijah of the advent of our Lord. 
And yet some further fulfilment of the prophecy of his coming again 
before the Last Day seems to be intended, and referred to in the 
eleventh chapter of Revelation, where two witnesses are spoken of 
as rebuking the wicked world, and working such miracles as did 
Moses and Elijah, then being slain, but taken to heaven in a cloud. 
We know not whether this be a figurative picture of the warfare 
of the Christian ministry against Sin — the championship of Elijah 
which is continued by the witness of the Church— or whether we are 
to look for any visible manifestation of the greatest of the prophets, 
the man who has never tasted of death. 
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LESSON XXVII. 

ELISHA'S RETURN. 

B.C 896. — 2 Kings ii. 15—25. 

And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericho saw 
him, they said. The spirit of Elijah doth rest on £lisha. And they came to 
meet him, and bowed themselves to the gsound before him. 

And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with thy servants 
fifty strong men ; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master : lest 
peradventnre the Spirit of die Lord hath taken him up, and cast him 
upon some mountain, or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall not 
send. 

And when they uiged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. 
They sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but found 
him not 

And when they came again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) he said 
unto them. Did I not say unto you. Go not? 

And the men of the dty said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the 
situation of this dty is pleasant, as my lord seeth : but the water is naught, * 
and the ground barren. 

And he said. Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they 
brought it to him. 

And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in 
there, and said, Thus saith the Lord, I have healed these waters ; there 
shall not be firom thence any more death or barren land. 

So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying of 
Elisha whidi he spake. 

And he went up from thence unto Beth-el : and as he was going up by the 
way, there came forth little children out of the dty, and m(x^ed him, and 
said unto him. Go up, thou bald head ; go up, thou bald head. 

And he turned bade, and looked on them, and cursed them in the name 
of the Lord. And there came forth two she bears out of the wood, and 
tare forty and two children of them. 

And he went firom thence to mount Carmel, and firom thence he returned 
to Samaria. 

Comment. — So utterly out of man's experience was the ascent of 
Elijah, that in the colleges of prophets at Jericho it was disbelieved, 
and though the very presence of Elisha had something about it that 
showed the gift he had received, the ^en who had gone forth to 
view would not believe that the breath of the Lord, the whirlwind 

* Good for nothing. 



So SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN, [less. 



which had borne him away, had not swept him off and cast him 
down into some valley or on some mountain, and insisted on 
making search, so earnestly, that though Elisha at first forbade the 
faithless quest, he at last permitted it, because he was ashamed to 
withstand their importunity ; and, besides, it was well to let them 
convince themselves of the truth of the great miracle. 

Then began Elisha's forty years* ministry, and his long course of 
miracles. The first was the cure of the waters of Jericho. Joshua 
had laid a curse upon the place, and therefore the water was worth- 
less, and the land would not bring forth her fruit ; but Elisha, by 
permission of the Lord, and the outward means of salt, healed the 
waters and made them pure, as Moses had healed the bitter springy 
of Marah. " Elisha's well'' was the name long given to a beautifiil 
dear spring outside the walls of Jericho, now called by the Arabs 
Ain-el-Sultan. 

Next, treading in the steps of Elijah, he repaired to the school 
of prophets at Bethel. Now Bethel, as the shrine of one of the 
calves, was specially bitter against the true prophets of the Lord, 
and a large company of children were gathered together to hoot 
and revile the new prophet, and even to mock the story of the great 
miracle that had just taken place. " Go up," they cried, " up into 
heaven, as your master is said to have done, thou bald head, not 
with the flowing hair of the desert preacher ! " It was not only vile 
derision of a holy man, but it was a scoffing at God's own great 
miracle, and showed the most obstinate hatred of the light on the 
part of these children and their parents. Therefore it was the pro- 
phet's part to utter against them the sentence of God's wrath. It 
was not an angry retort for their personal abuse, not returning railing 
for railing, but as God's messenger denouncing wrath on those who 
scoffed at His wonders. And God maintained His own honour, by 
sending two she-bears out of the wood to destroy forty-two of the 
insolent children ; and there seems to have been something mira- 
culous in this, since the bear is not in general either so swift or so 
ferocious an animal as to kill so large a number at one time. It 
was one of the judgments by which Israel was to be taught that 
" the Lord, He is the God ; the Lord, He is the God," who hath the 

eatures at His disposal, and who will not see His messenger 
ted or His power blasphemed. It reminds us of our Lord's 
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words to His Apostles, " He that despiseth you despiseth Me, and 
he that despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me." 

And this carries us to Elisha's place in type. When Elijah is viewed 
as John the Baptist's forerunner, Elisha is the type of our Lord. 
Elisha, "God the Salvation," is almost the same name with Joshua, 
"Jehovah the Salvation"— Jesus : and many of Elisha's miracles 
foreshowed those of our Lord, as we shall trace as we go further. 
But when we begin from the ascent of Elijah as typical of our 
Lord's, then Elisha stands for the whole body of the Church, receiv- 
vag the double portion of the Holy Spirit when her Master went up 
into heaven, and going forth to do, according to His own promise, 
greater works than He did on earth. The healing by the salt thus 
foreshows how the Church, by the salt of the earth, as our Lord 
called His Apostles, shoiild heal the curse upon the world, and 
purify all that receive that doctrine truly. And again, the fearful 
punishment of the scoffing children at Bethel brings to inind that 
our Blessed Lord Himself warned us that blasphemy against God 
the Holy Ghost — Him who is specially present with the Church — 
is the sin that never can be forgiven, because it springs from a 
soul so hardened as never to be able to repent. 



LESSON XXVIII. 

THE WAR WITH MO A B. 

B.C. 896. — 2 Kings iii. 4 — 27. 

And Mesha king of Moab was a sheep-master, and rendered unto the 
kipe of Israel an hundred thousand lambs, and an hundred thousand rams, 
with the wooL 

But it came to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the king of Moab rebelled 
against the king of IsraeL 

And king Jehoram went out of Samaria the same time, and numbered all 
IsraeL 

And he went and sent to Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, 8a3dng, The 
king of Moab hath rebelled against me : wilt thou go with me against Moab 
to battle? And he said, I will go up : I am as thou art, my people as thy 
people and my horses as thy horses. 

VOL. III. G 
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And be said. Which way shall we go up ? And he answered. The way 
through the wilderness of Edom. 

So the king of Israel went, and the king of Judah, and the king of 
£dom : and mey fetched a compass* of seven days' journey: and there 
was no water for the host, and for the cattle that followed them. s 

And the king of Israel said, Alas ! that the Lord hath called these three 
kings together, to deliver them into the hand of Moab ! 

But Jehoshaphat said. Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, that we 
may enmdre of the Lord by him ? And one of the king of Israel's servants 
answered and said, Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured water 
on the hands t of Elijah. 

And Jehoshaphat said. The word of the Lord is with him. So»the king 
of Israel and Jenoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. 

And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, What have I to do with thee ? 
get thee to the prophets of thy mther, and to the prophets of thy mother. 
And the king of Israel said unto him, Nay : for the Lord hath called these 
three kings together, to deliver them into the hand of Moab. 

And Elisha said. As the I-»ord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, 
sorely, were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of 
Jttdidi, I would not look toward thee, nor see thee. 

But now bring me a minstrel. $ And it came to pass, when the minstrel 
played, that the hand of the Lord came upon him. 

And he said. Thus saith the Lord, Make this valley full of ditches. 

For thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain ; 
yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and 
your cattle, and your beasts. 

And this is but a light thing in the sight of the Lord : he will deliver 
the Moabites also into your hand. 

And ye shall smite every fenced city, and every choice city, and shall fell 
cTeiy good tree, and stop all wells of water, and mar every good piece of 
land with stones. 

And it came to pass in the morning, when the meat-offering was offered, 
that, behold, there came water by the way of Edom, and the country was 
filled with water. 

And when all the Moabites heard that the kings were come up to fight 
against them, they gathered all that were able to put on armour, and 
upward, and stood in the border. 

And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone upon this water, 
and the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red as blood. 

And they said. This is blood : the kings are surely slain, and they have 
smitten one another : now therefore, Moab, to the spoil. 

And when they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up, and 
smote the Moabites, so that they fled before them : but they went forward 
smiting the Moabites, even in their country. 

And they beat down the cities, and on every good piece of land cast every 
man his stone, and filled it ; and they stopped all the wells of water, and 
fe led all the good trees : only in Kir-haraseth § left they the stones thereof; 
howbeit the slingers went about it, and smote it 

* Went a round; t Ministered to. 

X Musician. § The city of bricks. 
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And when the king of Moab saw that the battle was too sore for him, he 
took with him seven hundred men that drew swords, to break through even 
unto the king of Edom : but they could not. 

Then he took his eldest son that should have reigned in his stead, and 
offered him for a burnt-offering upon the wall. And there was great in- 
dignation against Israel : and they departed from him, and returned to 
their own land. 

Comment. — Here is another alliance between Jehoshaphat and 
a king of Israel, but for this the king of Judah is not blamed, per- 
haps because at this time Jehoram showed signs of improvement, 
having forsaken Baal, and evidently having far more regard to the 
Lord and His prophets than his father had displayed. He was a 
younger man, whom Jehoshaphat might hope to influence, and 
during this his time of trial he had everything to lead him to put 
his whole trust in the true God of Israel. During the reign of 
Abab, the Moabite king Mesha had paid tribute out of the huge 
flocks that roamed the fertile hills and vales to the eastward of the 
Dead Sea; but on Ahab's death he rebelled, and Jehoram entreated 
the aid of Jehoshaphat to subdue him. The two kings marched 
through Edom, in order to obtain the aid of the king or viceroy of 
that country, which was in subjection to Judah, but in the long 
march through the bare rocky ravines water failed, the three armies 
were reduced to great distress, and Jehoram began to lament in 
despair. Jehoshaphat, who had learnt how sure might be his trust 
in the Lord, inquired for a prophet, and Elisha was brought to him 
as the attendant and disciple of Elijah. The three kings went to 
the prophet, but he began by sternly lifting up his vntness against 
the still idolatrous Jehoram, who, however, behaved very differently 
from his father towards Micaiah, for he threatened not, only again 
lamented the danger. For the sake of Jehoshaphat alone did 
Elisha consent to call, as it were, for inspiration by the sound of 
music It came, that Spirit of Prophecy, but the command re- 
quired faith. The thirsty armies were to dig ditches all along the 
dry, stony valley ; and they were promised that without wind or 
rain they should have water in plenty, and, far more, the enemy be 
delivered into their hands. 

The command was fulfilled, and in the morning at nine o'clock, 
the hour of the daily sacrifice at the Temple, there was "water in the 
wilderness, and pools in the desert." The ditches were filled 
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the clear, welcome water, so longed for. It was water to the 
Israelites, and cheered their thirsty camp ; but as the Moabites 
advanced to the attack, it shone in the sun as red as blood, and the 
valley seemed crimson with gore. The Moabites thought it had 
been as with the great confederation against Jehoshaphat, that the 
allies had quarrelled and slaughtered one another, and that they 
had only to spoil the tents and carry home the plunder as Judah 
had then done ; so they rushed unguardedly upon the camp, and 
were utterly routed and pursued into their own country. There a 
complete devastation was made, the city of Kir-haraseth on a high 
hill above the Dead Sea alone remaining. Mesha of Moab fought 
desperately, and at last, when reduced to extremity by Jehoram's 
savage warfare — felling the fruit-trees, stopping the wells, and 
making an utter destruction — he tried to win the favour of his god 
Chemosh, by the sacrifice of his own eldest son. " There was great 
indignation " is always used to mean God's displeasure ; and as 
Moab was not accursed, but, as a son of Lot, was of kin to Israel, 
the war ought to have been less deadly and more merciful, and 
therefore it seems that the dreadful sacrifice lay as a burthen on 
Israel Mesha had strong belief in Chemosh. He recorded his 
revolt from Israel arid his recovery of freedom, by favour, as he 
thought, of Chemosh, the cities he had built, and the battles he had 
fought, in ancient Hebrew, on a great tablet at his city of Dibon. 
In 1868 this stone was found by some travellers in perfect preser- 
vation, but it was destroyed by the Arabs as soon as they found it 
was valuable to Europeans. Fragments have been recovered and 
put together, so as to be most valuable to all who rejoice in one of 
these ancient witnesses to Scripture history. Almost all the cities 
whose names have been read are frequently mentioned by the pro- 
phets, and the inscription itself shows both the language and the 
manner of writing used in Palestine when Jehoshaphat was reigning 
in Judah. 

And let us not pass from this wonderful history without remem- 
bering that if the Water of Life be not accepted, it brings on us 
blood-guiltiness. 
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LESSON XXIX. 

THE MIRACLES OF THE OIL, THE GOURD, THE BREAD, 

AND THE AXE. 

2 Kings iv. i — 7, 38 — ^44 ; vi. i — 7. 

The order of Elisha's miracles as they sta^td in the Book of. 
Kings has been a little displaced here^ in order to keep the longer 
histories of the Shunammite and of Naaman uftbroken. The date is 
unfixed J it is only clear that they took place in the reign of Jehoram 
of Samaria^ which lasted from 896 to 883. 

Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets 
unto Elisha, sajdng, Thy servant my husband is dead ; and thou knowest 
that thy servant did fear the Lord : and the creditor is come to take unto 
him my two sons to be bondmen. 

And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee ? tell me, what hast 
thou in the house ? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in 
the house, save a pot of oil. 

Thai he said. Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even 
empty vessels ; borrow not a few. 

And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon 
thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside 
that which is full. 

So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, 
who brought the vessels to her ; and she poured out. 

And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her 
son. Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel 
more. And the oil stayed. 

Then she came and told the man of God. And he said. Go, sell the oil, 
and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest. 

• • * * * 4> 

And Elisha came again to Gilgal : and there was a dearth in the land ; 
and the sons of the prophets were sitting before him : and he said unto his 
servant. Set on the great pot, and seethe pottage* for the sons of the 
prophets. 

And one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, 
and gathered thereof wild gourds his lap full, and came and shred + them 
into the pot of pottage : for they knew them not. 

So they poured out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they 
were eating of the pottage, that they cried out, and said, Q thou man of 
God, there is death in the pot. And they coukl not eat thereof. 

But he said. Then bring meal. And he cast it into the pot ; and he 

said. Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm 

in the pot 

♦ Brodi. t Sliced. 
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And there came a man from Baal-shalisha, and brought the man of God 
bread of the first-fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and full ears of com in the 
husk thereof. And he said. Give unto the people, that they may eat. 

And his servitor* said. What, should I set &is before an hundred mot? 
He said again. Give the people, that they may eat : for thus saith the LOKD^ 
They shall eat, and shall leave thereof. 

So he set it before them, and they did eat, and left thereof according to 
the word of the Lord. 

9(C 3|t 3|t 3|t 4e 4e 

And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold now, the place 
where we dwell with thee is too strait f for us. 

Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence every man a 
beam, and let us make us a place there, where we may dwell. And he 
answered. Go ye. 

And one said, Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants. And 
he answered, I will go. 

So he went with them. And when they came to Jordan, they cut down 
wood. 

But as one was felling a beam, the axe-head fell into the water : and he 
cried, and said, Alas, master ! for it was borrowed. 

And the man of God said. Where fell it ? And he showed him the place. 
And he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither ; and the iron did swinL 

Therefore said he, Take it up to thee. And he put out his hand, and 
took it. 

Comment. — Some of the Jews say that the widow who cried to 
Elisha had been the wife of the good Obadiah, who had hid the 
prophets by fifties in caves during JezebeFs great persecution. At 
any rate she experienced the truth of the Psalm that declares that 
the seed of the righteous are never forsaken ; though she was almost 
despairing when she cried out to Elisha. The custom of the whole 
world, where there was bond-service or slavery, permitted the man 
who could not pay his debts to be sold, so that his price might be 
the payment ; and this was not unjust ; therefore the law of Moses 
only modified the custom by enacting — 

And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto 
thee ; thou shalt not compel him to serve as a bondservant : 

But as an hired servant, and as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, and 
shall serve thee unto the year of jubile : 

And then shall he depart from thee, both he and his children with him, 
and shall return unto his own family, and unto the possession of his fathers 
shall he return. 

So that the poor debtor was to be treated as a servant, not a slave, 
and was necessarily set free and restored to his land at the year of 
jubilee ; but even thus the misfortune was great, and the poor 

* Servant. t Narrow. 
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woman might well entreat the prophet to help her. Elisha required 
of her and her sons an act of faith, in going forth to borrow every 
jar and other vessel they could obtain. Then, when all were ready, 
she was to begin pouring from the little pot of olive oil she had in 
the house. Behold, the oil never ceased flowing till every vessel was 
fiill, and she had wherewithal to pay her debt and maintain her 
children. Just so, that blessed oil, the grace of God's Holy Spirit, 
will never, never fail those who seek for it and use it aright. It 
will always come in proportion to our need. 

Instead of living in the desert like Elijah, Elisha seems to have 
gone from one school of the prophets to another, to teach and train 
ihem, and never to have been far off when the king or the nation 
needed him. When visiting the college of prophets at Gilgal, the 
sacred place of passage of the Jordan, in the time of a scarcity, 
one of the scholars brought in some of the fruit of the wild gourd, 
and cut it in shreds into the broth that was being prepared. The 
large handsome fruits of the plants we know as gourds and pump- 
kins vary strangely in wholesomeness ; though much alike in ap- 
p>earance,some are good and others exceedingly bitter and poisonous, 
so that the first taste might well alarm those who were eating of it. 
Elisha, at their cry, healed the bitter burning pottage with meal, 
and made it wholesome. So our Lord promised His Apostles that 
if they should drink any deadly thing, it should not hurt them. So, 
however bitter and poisonous the draught before us may seem, 
whether of hardship or affliction, the power of the Bread of Life 
can make it sweet and healthful to us. 

Again, when a faithful Israelite, unable to carry the first-fruits of 
his field to the Temple at Jerusalem, brought the Man of God his 
offering of twenty barley loaves, and what seems to be properly 
sacks of the flour of early com, at the time of the Passover, God 
granted His servant the power of showing a faint likeness of that 
miracle which, just before another Passover, filled not a hundred, 
but seven thousand men, with not twenty but five loaves, so that 
there remained twelve baskets of fragments — from the offering of 
the young lad. So God can ever bless and multiply the offering 
of faith. 

The last miracle here described probably happened somewhat 
later, when the school of young prophets seems to have grown to|i 
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large for their abode — ^probably that at Gilgal— and Elisha led them 
to the thickly wooded gorge of the Jordan to cut down wood to 
build a new dwelling. There, when an axe-head fell into the river, 
he threw in a stick, upon which the iron rose to the surface. This 
wonder speaks to thoughtful minds of the power of the wood, the 
Cross of Christ, to raise our hard and heavy souls when otherwise 
they would be lost and ruined, when their cry is— 

"I am come into deep waters, 
And the floods run over me." 

Then, as the wood in the hand of Elisha caused the iron to rise, 
so the Cross in the hand of the Lord Jesus will bring us back to life 
and light 

LESSON XXX. 

THE SHUNAMMITE. 

2 Kings iv. 8 — 24. 

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great 
^romaii; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as 
oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. 

And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an 
holy XDAQ <>f God, which passeth by us continually. 

I^ us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall ; and let us 
set lor him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick : 
and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither. 

And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the 
ij>amher. and lay there. 

■ And he said to Gehazi his servant. Call this Shunammite. And when 
^ had called her, she stood before him. 

And he said unto him. Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been care- 
fl^ for us with all this care ; what is to be done for thee ? wouldest thou 
lie spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she 
easwered, I dwell among mine own people. 

And he said, What then is to be done for her ? And Gehazi answered, 
Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old. 

And he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the 
4oor. 

And he said, About this season, according to the time of life, thou shall 
embrace a son. And she said. Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie 
unto thine handmaid. 
^0^^^ the woman bare a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her, 
l^^^i^M to the time of life. 
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And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out to 
bis &ther to the reapers. 

And he said unto his father, My head, my head. And he said to a lad, 
Carry him to his mother. 

And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat 
on her knees till noon, and then died. 

And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and 
ibt the door upon him, and went out. 

And she called unto her husband, and said, Send me, I pray thee, one 
of the young men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, 
2nd come again. 

And he said. Wherefore wUt thou go to him to-day? it is neither new 
moon, nor sabbath- And she said, WelL 

Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, Drive, and go for- 
ward J slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee. 

Comment. — Shunem is a lovely spot on the slopes of the great 
valley of Esdraelon, and here amid her waving cornfields dwelt an 
Israelite lady of much rural wealth and a devout and large heart, 
^ho,more than anyone else we read of, comes up to the description 
^ the virtuous woman in the " Song of King Lemuel which his 
"bother taught him." She saw the prophet go by on his rounds, and 
''hen he needed food, he found it at her house ; but her hospitality 
'^ent further. She built for him a little chamber on the roof of the 
house, to be reached by steps from without, and put there all the 
holy man needed for his few and simple wants. So she " received 
^ prophet in the name of a prophet, and therefore she received a 
prophet's reward." What she had done was, however, so purely 
'or the love of God and of goodness, that when Elisha asked what 
h€ should do for her, and whether he should speak for her to the 
*^g or the captain of the army, she made a reply of dignified con- 
^Qitment : " I dwell among mine own people." Her lot had fallen to 
her in a fair ground ; she had friends about her, and she wanted 
Nothing the king could give. But Elisha consulted Gehazi, who 
^^ attending him as he himself had attended on Elijah, and who 
^iiggested that she was childless. The promise of a son was then 
Blade to her in God's name, in the very words in which it had been 
Diade to Sarah of old ; and the son was born, to fill her cup of joy 
to the full. Then came the day when, going out with his father 
into the harvest-fields, under the heat that renders the valley of 
Jezreel a furnace, the boy seems to have been smitten by a sun- 
stroke. He cried, "My head, my head." His father sent him 
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back to his mother, and she held him on her knees till noon, when 
he died. Then we see the deep, quiet faith of the mother. She 
laid the little corpse on the prophet's bed. She told none how it 
was, but merely asked her husband for an ass and a man to lead it. 
He could not understand her desire in the press of harvest, when 
it was neither sabbath nor the feast of the new moon ; but she was 
not a woman of light fancies, and her quiet " Well " satisfied him. 
And when we trust our troubles to God, " it shall be well." 



LESSON XXXI. 

THE RAISING THE SHUNAMMITE'S SON. 

2 Kings iv. 25 — 37. 

So she went and came unto the man of God to mount Carmel. And it 
came to pass, w^hen the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi 
his servant, Behold, yonder is that Shunammite : 

Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with 
thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she 
answered, Well. 

And when she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught him by 
the feet : but Gehazi came near to thrust her away. And the man of God 
said, Let her alone ; for her soul is vexed within her : and the Lord hath 
hid it from me, and hath not told me. 

Then she said. Did I desire a son of my lord ? did I not say, Do not 
deceive me ? 

Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine 
hand, and go thy way : if thou meet any man, salute him not ; and if 
any salute thee, answer him not again : and lay my staff upon the face 
of the child. 

And the mother of the child said. As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee. And he arose, and followed her. 

And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the staff upon the face of the 
child ; but there was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he went again 
to meet him, and told him, saying. The child is not awaked. 

And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, 
and laid upon his bed. 

He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed 
unto the Lord. 

And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his 

■|M|^uth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands : and 

^^Blttretched himself upon the child ; and the flesh of the child waxed warm. 

^^Ken he returned, and walked in the house to and fro ; and went up, 



XXXI.] THE RAISING THE SHUNAMMITE'S SON, 91 



and stretched himself upon him : and the child sneezed seven times, and 
the child opened his eyes. 

And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called 
her. And when she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son. 

Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the groimd, 
and took up her son, and went out. 

Comment. — ^With all speed the Shunammite mother rode to 
Mount Carmel, ten or twelve miles off, where she knew she should 
find the prophet. Her answers to Gehazi, " It is well," came from the 
yearning haste of her faithful heart. Well it must be, since God had 
done it, though as yet she knew not how it would end. She could 
not speak the word ; she could not find the entreaty; she only clung 
to the prophet's feet in the dumb earnestness of her supplication. 
Gehazi would have thrust her away, as Judas spumed the Magdalene, 
lest her touch should bring uncleanness ; but the prophet rebuked 
him, for he saw her soul was vexed within her. Even then her words 
only reminded him of her first entreaty, that the promised joy might 
not be a disappointment. Then he knew all, and sent Gehazi to 
lay his staff cm the child ; but the mother's heart foreboded that this 
would not serve, and she would not leave the prophet till he himself 
could follow. We know not wherefore the sending the staff— the 
token of the Cross — failed. It may have been from the unworthiness 
of Gehazi, which was not yet known to Elisha. It was like the 
failure of the disciples to heal the lunatic boy, because " this kind 
goeth not forth but by prayer and fasting." At any rate, it was not 
till Elisha himself had prayed fervently, and stretched himself upon 
the child twice, that God gave back the life that had departed, and 
the boy was restored to that faithful mother, who must have had the 
remembrance of the widow of Zarephath on her mind all the time, 
though in her deep humility she never presumed to plead it. For 
though both had fed the prophets, she had done so out of her 
abundance, while the widow had fed Elijah in time of dearth with 
her last handfiil of meal. But God, who accepteth a man according 
to that he hath, and not according to that he hath not, chose for the 
subjects of these crowning miracles of the times of prophecy, the 
poor widow and the rich lady, that so we may learn that it is the 
spirit which owns Him and His messengers that He blesses, not 
merely this or that station in life. 
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And so again did Elisha foreshadow Him who gave back the 
widow's son and raised Jairus's little daughter, and even now, 
though the deceased do not sit up and speak, still wakens by His 
Voice and His Breath the dead in trespasses and sins, and gives 
them back to the weeping friends who pray for them, and to their 
mother the Church, who continually falls at His feet for " all such 
as have erred and are deceived." 



LESSON XXXII. 

THE LEPROSY OF N A AM AN. 

B.C. 891. — 2 Kings v. i— 14. 

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man 
with his master, and honourable, because by him the Lord had given 
deliverance unto Syria : he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was 
a leper. 

And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought avi^ay 
captive out of the land of Israel a little maid ; and she waited on Naaman's 
wife. 

And she said unto her mistress. Would God my lord were with the 
prophet that is in Samaria ! for he would recover him of his leprosy. 

And one went in, and told his lord, sa)dng, Thus and thus said the maid 
that is of the land of Israel. 

And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the 
king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, 
and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 

And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this 
letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant 
to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. 

And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he 
rent his clothes, and said. Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this 
man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, 
I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me. 

And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of 
Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying. Wherefore hast 
thou rent thy clothes ? let him come now to me, and he shall know that 
there is a prophet in Israel. 

So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the 
door of the house of Elisha. 

And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying. Go and wash in Jordan 

times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 

Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said. Behold, I thought, 
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He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the 
Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 

Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the 
waters of Israel ? may I not wash in them, and be clean ? So he turned 
and went away in a rage. 

And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said. My father, 
if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest tiiou not 
have done it ? how much rather then, when he saith to thee. Wash, and 
be clean? 

Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according 
to the saying of the man of God : and his flesh came again like unto the 
flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

Comment. — Look back at the 28th chapter of Deuteronomy 
(Vol. L Lesson Ixxii.), the great warning by Moses of the effect of 
breaking the Law. We have seen how drought and famine had 
fidfilled that word. Here we see that the sons and daughters of 
Israel were given to another people, while their parents' eyes looked 
after them in vain, for behold — 

"The little maid 
From Israel's breezy mountains borne ; 
No more to rest in Sabbath's shade, 
Watching the free and wavy com." 

Poor little Israelite girl, she had been carried away from her 
burning home, and most likely the slain corpses of her father and 
brothers, by a company of fierce Syrian horsemen belonging to King 
Benhadad, and she must remain a slave all her life to the stately 
wife of the general of the army. And yet, piteous as the fate seems, 
God can and will always bring a .blessing to those who remember 
Him futhfully and do their duty. Naaman, the master of this little 
maid, was a brave, much-respected man, and it is said by some 
Jews that he it was who shot the arrow which slew Ahab ; but if so, 
Benhadad would hardly have recommended him to Ahab's son, and 
it is far more likely that he had fought for his master against Shal- 
maneser, King of Assyria, who, it appears from the records on the 
wonderful bricks of Nineveh, was twice repulsed by Benhadad of 
Syria. He was a leper. Now, the leprosy is a horrible disease, per- 
fectly incurable, though very slow in its progress. It begins with a 
white scaliness, and gradually eats further into the flesh, which dies 
a>vay under it, till the joints of the fingers drop off, and the whole 
body becomes consumed piecemeal. It used to be very common in 
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the East, and lingers there even now, though it has been nearly 
driven out of the West by cleanliness. It was marked by the Law of 
Moses as peculiarly a type of sin, eating into the soul ; and on this 
account, as well as to cut off the contagion, the leper was set apart 
from his kind. He was to put a covering upon his upper lip, and 
warn all men from approaching him, by crying, " Unclean, unclean," 
nor could he ever join in a sacrifice, worship in the Temple, nor eat 
with his friends, but lived cut off from all men. No cure was 
known, but men did sometimes recover, and two chapters of the 
Book of Leviticus are spent in telling the priests how to distinguish 
real leprosy, how to make sure whether a person was recovered, and 
how to cleanse and receive him again if he were reaUy welL The 
ceremony for reconciling the leper was a most clear type of the 
manner in which Christ's precious Blood heals and frees the souL 

Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two 
birds alive and clean, and cedar-wood, and scarlet, and hyssop : 

And the priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an 
earthen vessel over running water : 

As for the living bird, he shall take it, and the cedar wood, and the 
scariet, and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in the blood 
ofrthe bird that was killed over the running water : 

And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy 
seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird 
loose into the open field. 

And he that is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes, and shave off all his 
hair, and wash himself in water, that he may be clean : and after that he 
shall come into the camp, and shall tarry abroad out of his tent seven days. 

There were further sacrifices which we need not here repeat, but 
this was the chief. However, the Syrians did not esteem a leper 
unclean, and Naamankept his charge ; but he suffered so much that 
the little maid's pity was excited, and she told her mistress of the 
wonders wrought by the prophet Elisha. Naaman must have 
been a good man, as far as he knew, loved by his servants and 
valued by his master ; and Benhadad at once, on his entreaty, gave 
him a letter to the King of Israel, fancying that it was he who could 
work the cures. Jehoram, who was always half-hearted, and there- 
fore easily daunted, having no trust in God, fancied it a mere 
excuse for quarrelling with him, to ask him to do such an impos- 
sible thing ; but Elisha sent a stem rebuke for his want of faith, 
and bade him send the leper to him. 
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Naaman came in all the state and splendour of the captain of a 
royal host, and prepared with magnificent presents, ten talents or 
great weights of silver, each worth three hundred pounds of our 
money, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten rich dresses of 
honour, so much valued in the East. And there he sat in his 
chariot at Elisha's door. But Elisha might not make himself 
unclean. He was not like our Lord, who could touch the corrupt 
and heal it, without stain. Besides, a proof of faith is always 
needed in such as come to be healed. Naaman was no Israelite, 
so the ceremonies of the Law were not for him ; but whereas wash- 
ing must needs purify uncleanness, the prophet sent him out a 
message to go and wash seven times in the Jordan. 

Naaman was exceedingly offended. Had he come so far, not 
even to see the prophet, not to be touched by him, but only to have 
a message to wash in little rushing Jordan ? Abana and Pharpar, 
the twin rivers that water Damascus, waters exquisite for their clear- 
ness and purity, were better than all the waters of Israel ! He might 
as well have stayed at home, he said, and he was going away in a 
rage, when his servants, lovingly calling him " My father," persuaded 
him, in words that often ring in our ears when we fancy we could 
do some grand task, only just not the one thing we are bidden to 
do : " My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, 
wouldest thou not have done it ?" 

And Naaman had the wisdom to overcome his anger, and bathe 
in the Jordan. He knew not that in this stream the baptism of the 
blessed Son of God should " sanctify water to the mystical washing 
away of sin," and therefore that clear and lovely Abana and 
Pharpar could never be so blessed ; but he humbled himself to 
give the token of faith and obedience, and as he bathed the dead 
flesh was renewed, the dried-up, burning misery passed from him, 
and his flesh and skin became fresh, pure, and healthy, like a little 
child's. Oh, happiness beyond all hope ! So it is that in the 
saving waters of Baptism uncleanness is put away, and we are born 
as children of God. So it is again that when we do not choose for 
ourselves, and set store by our own fancies — our Abanas and 
Pharpars — but bend our spirit to do the one thing required, we 
find the blessing bestowed that we sought in vain while there was 
one little hard spot of self-will left in our heart. 
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LESSON XXXIII. 

the leprosy of gehazi. 
2 Kings v. 15 — 27. 

And Naaman returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and 
came, and stood before him : and he said, Behold, now I know that there 
is no God in all the earth, but in Israel : now therefore, I pray thee, take a 
blessing of thy servant. 

But he said, As the Lord liVeth, before whom I stand, I will receive 
none. And he urged him to take it ; but he refused. 

And Naaman said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy 
servant two mules' burden of earth? for thy servant will henceforth offer 
neither burnt-offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord. ^ 

In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth 
into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, 
and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon : * when I bow down myself in 
the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing. 

And he said unto him. Go in peace. So he departed from him a little 
way. 

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said. Behold, my 
master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that 
which he brought : but, as the Lord Hveth, I will run after him, and take 
somewhat of him. 

So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw him running 
after him, he lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and said. Is all 
well? 

And he said. All is well. My master hath sent me, saying. Behold, even 
now there be come to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons 
of the prophets : give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes 
of garments. 

And Naaman said. Be content, take two talents. And he urged him, 
and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, 
and laid them upon two of his servants ; and they bare them before him. 

And when he came to the tower, he took them from their hand, and 
bestowed them in the house : and he let the men go, and they departed. 

But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto 
him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said. Thy servant went no 
whither. 

And he said unto him. Went not mine heart with thee, when the man 
turned again from his chariot to meet thee ? Is it a time to receive money, 
and to receive garments, and olive-yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and 
oxen, and men-servants, and maid-servants ? 

*' The god of pomegranates. 
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The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy 
teed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as 
snow. 

Comment. — "And many lepers were in Israel in the time of 
Eliseus* the prophet ; and none of them was cleansed, saving 
Naaman the Syrian " (Luke iv. 27). So spake our Blessed Lord, 
mentioning Naaman together with the widow of Zarephath as 
instances that graces of which the Israelites were unworthy were 
extended to the Gentiles. And Naaman did prove himself worthy. 
When miracles of mercy seemed wasted upon God's own people, 
he came back full of exceeding thankfulness and faith, confessing 
that there was indeed no God in all the earth but the Lord Jehovah. 
Well indeed might it have been said of him as of that good cen- 
turion, like him a soldier, " I have not found so great faith, no, not 
in Israel." Thankfulness to God brought gratitude to man, as it 
always ought to do ; and Naaman wished to leave with the prophet 
the great gifts he had prepared. But Elisha made answer that the 
living God was He who gave health ; he himself had only stood as 
His spokesman, and he therefore would receive nothing : thus no 
doubt showing himself utterly unlike the greedy priests and pro- 
phets of false gods, who took huge gifts for cures that they had no 
power to perform. So all that Naaman could do was to entreat in 
humbleness for two mule-loads of Israelite earth. He who had 
despised the waters of Jordan was now begging for the sacred soil 
of perhaps Carmel or of Bethel to raise an altar with. His own 
Syrian ground he deemed stained and polluted, and while he had 
his altar of Israelite earth, he would feel a certain oneness with the 
holy prophet, and he, and at least the little maid, would worship 
there the true God of her fathers. Never would he again offer 
sacrifice to any false god. Only he entreated that when, as part of 
his duty to his lord the King of Syria, he supported him when he 
went in state to the Temple of Rimmon, the god of pomegranates, 
his bowing with the king might not be reckoned as a sin or an 
owning of the idoL Elisha dismissed him with a blessing — as 
accepting this entreaty. But as among our Lord's own Apostles 
there was one whom the love of money perverted to treason, and 
who said "To what purpose is this waste?" so Gehazi was 

• Eliseus, the Greek of " Elisha." 
VOL. III. H 
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tempted by the sight of the presents that Naaman had brought and 
his master was sending away. He could not bear to let such riches 
go away untouched; so he ran after the Syrian — who turned back and 
came down from his chariot to meet him with eager haste — and told 
a deceitful story of two young prophets having come and his 
master needing a gift for them. The generous captain was only 
too glad to give twice what he asked, and sent his man to carry the 
heavy silver talents for the prophet. Gehazi showed his evil con- 
science by dismissing the bearers and hiding the treasure, and then 
tried to stand innocently before his master. Here, however, we 
have one of those sentences that brings home to us the thought 
of the Eye that sees what we do in secret, and the certainty 
that all shall be made known. Neither Gehazi's pretence at inno- 
cence nor the lie he uttered hid the truth that God had made known 
to the prophet. Elisha even described the meeting with Naaman. 
Was it a time, he said, for men dedicated to the service of God to 
be heaping up treasures for themselves, when sin was raging 
through the land and judgment would soon follow ? Gehazi's sin 
was especially terrible, because it was abusing his position as a 
prophet's pupil, and making his own profit out of God's free 
miracle. Therefore his punishment was speedy and terrible, and 
cut him off at once from all that was sacred. The corruption of 
his soul was to show itself in his body, and the leprosy so lately 
washed away from the Gentile Syrian instantly and visibly fell on 
the faithless prophet, turning his flesh to deadly whiteness. 

And so let every one, from the smallest child upwards, learn to 
remember that God for ever sees and notes down whatever we do 
in secret A lie may sometimes shelter us from being punished by 
our friends ; but so much the worse for us, for, if we do not repent, 
worse than even Gehazi's leprosy will come on us, for to the pain 
and anguish and corruption that lying brings on the soul and body 
there is no end at all. 
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LESSON XXXIV. 

ELISHA*S GUARDIANS, 

RC 892.-2 Kings vi. 8 — 23. 

Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel with 
his servants, saying. In such and such a place shall be my camp. 

And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that 
thou * pass not such a place ; for thither the Syrians are come down. 

And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him 
and warned him of^ and saved himself there, not once nor twice. 

Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing ; 
and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which 
of OS is for the king of Israel ? 

And one of his servants said. None, my lord, O king, but Elisha : the 
prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou 
speakest in thy bedchamber. 

And he said. Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. 
And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. 

Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host ; and they 
came by night, and compassed the city about 

And when the servant of the man of God was risen early and gone forth, 
behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And 
his servant said unto him, Alas, my master ! how shall we do ? 

And he answered. Fear not : for they that be with us, are more than they 
that be with them. 

And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he 
may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man ; and he saw : 
and, bdiold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about 
Eli^ia. 

huA when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the Lord, and 
said. Smite this people, I pray thee, with blindness. And he smote them 
with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 

And Elisha said unto them. This is not the way, neither is this the city : 
follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom ye seek. But he led 
them to Samaria. 

And it came to pass, when they were come into Samaria, that Elisha 
said, Lord, open the eyes of these men, that they may see. And the 
l^iLD opened their eyes, and they saw ; and, behold, they were in the 
ntidst of Samaria. 

And the king of Israel said unto Elisha, when he saw them. My father, 
U I smite them ? shall I smite them ? 
^d he answered, Thou shalt not smite them : wouldest thou smite those 

* Or rather, guard well. 
H 2 
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whom thou hast taken captive with thy sword and with thy bow ? set bread 
and water before them, that they may eat and drink, and go to their 
master. 

And he prepared great provision for them : and when they had eaten and 
drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master. So the bands of 
Syria came no more into the land of Israel. 

Comment. — There was for many years a continual war between 
Syria and Samaria, chiefly carried on by marauding parties of 
Syrians, who came to seize and plunder as that band of Naaman's 
had done which stole away the little maid. There seems through- 
out the early part of Jehoram's reign to have been great mercy and 
favour shown him, as though to win him by tokens of God's good- 
ness, instead of the miracles of wrath that had been worked against 
his father; and Jehoram for a time respected the prophet and 
followed his counsel, and therefore Elisha more than once wais 
permitted by God to know miraculously the plans of the King of 
Syria, and warn his master, till at last Benhadad found his attacks 
so often guarded against that he began to think some of his coun- 
cillors must be betraying him. One, however, knew that it was 
through Elisha that all the secrets of Syria were made known to 
Jehoram, and the king sent off a troop of men to seize him. Elisha 
was at Dothan, not far from Shechem, the place where Joseph had 
been cast into the pit, and the Syrians entirely surrounded the city. 
The attendant whom he had taken in the place of Gehazi was 
exceedingly dismayed at the sight, but Elisha's answer, " They that 
be with us are more than be with them," has been a watchword and 
comfort to thousands of the faithful ever since. For their faith can 
see what God at Elisha's prayer made known to the young man. 
The veil which is on our eyes was drawn aside for a moment, and 
he beheld the mountain full of chariots of fire and horses of fire 
round about Elisha. No doubt he had long ago sung David's song 
in the 34th Psalm — "The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear Him, and delivereth them" — and now, indeed, 
he beheld that it was true ! He of whom Elisha was the shadow 
said in like manner to His follower, " Thinkest thou that I cannot 
now pray to my Father, and He shall presently give Me more than 
^^ktolve legions of angels .?" (Matt. xxvi. 53). But He did not, for 
^^■ras to give Himself for man. Yet still the legions of angels are 
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ever waiting and watching to minister to and protect them who 
shall be heirs of salvation (Heb. i. 14). Then Elisha prayed that 
for a time the Syrians might be smitten with blindness. It seems 
as if it had not been a loss of sight of which they were conscious, 
since they were not alarmed by it, but only an inability to see 
aright or know where they really were, or who was speaking to 
them. That sort of blindness often does fall on the enemies of the 
Church and of good men, like the imaginations that misled Ahab's 
false prophets. Elisha told them that this was not the way, nor the 
city where they should see the man whom they sought ; and that it 
might be plain, Who only had the power, he guided them into the 
midst of Samaria, and only there were their eyes made clear, and 
they found themselves prisoners. Jehoram asked, ^My father, 
shall I smite them?" but EUsha reminded him that in honourable 
warfare, unless there were a special sentence, he would not slay his 
captives ; how much less, then, these men who had thus been miracu- 
lously placed in his hands ? Therefore, in honour of the power of 
the God of Israel, a great feast was set before the Syrian troop, and 
they were sent home unhurt. Did any of them join with Naaman 
in worshipping at his altar of Israelite earth? At any rate 
generosity conquered, for, though the regular open war between 
the kings continued, these foraging parties, the worst and most 
cruel form of war, ceased to beset the kingdom of Samaria. 



LESSON XXXV. 

JEHORAM OF y U D A H. 

Ra 892. — 2 Chron. xxi. 

Now Tehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers 
in the aty of David. And Jehoram his son reigned in his stead. 

And he had brethren the sons of Jehoshaphat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and 
Zechariah. and Azariah, and Michael, and Shephatiah : all these were the 
sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel. 

And their CeUher gave them great gifts of silver, and of gold, and of 
precious things, with fenced cities in Judah : but the kingdom gave he 
to Jehoram ; because he was the firstborn. 

Now when Jehoram was risen up to the kingdom of his father, he 
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strengthened himself, and slew all his brethren with the sword, and divers 
also of the princes of Israel. 

Jehoram was thirty and two years old when he b^pin to reign, and he 
reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 

And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, like as did the house 
of Aliab : for he had the daughter of Almb to wife : and he wrought that 
which was evil in the eyes of the Lord. 

Howbeit the Lord would not destroy the house of David, because of the 
covenant that he had made with David, and as he promised to give a light 
to him and to his sons for ever. 

In his days the Edomites revolted from under the dominion of Judah, 
and made themselves a king. 

Then Jehoram went forth with his princes, and all his chariots with 
him : and he rose up by night, and smote the Edomites which compassed* 
him in, and the captains of the chariots. 

So ^e Edomites revolted from under the hand of Judah unto this day. 
The same time also did Libnah revolt from under his hand ; because he had 
forsaken the Lord God of his fathers. 

Moreover he made high places in the mountains of Judah, and caused 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit sin, and compelled Judah thereto. 

And there came a writing to him from Ellijah the prophet, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord God of David thy father, Because thou hast not waUced in 
the ways of Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the .ways of Asa king of 
Judah, 

But hast walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and hast made Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to go a sinning, like to the sins of the 
house of Ahab, and also hast slain thy brethren of thy father's house, which 
were better than thyself: 

Behold, with a great plague will the Lord smite thy people, and thy 
children, and thy wives, and all thy goods : 

And thou shalt have great sickness by disease day by day. 

Moreover the Lord stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Hiilis- 
tines, and of the Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians : 

And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and carried away all the 
substance that was found in the king's house, and his sons also, and his 
wives ; so that there was never a son left him, save Ahaziah, the youngest 
of his sons. 

And after all this the Lord smote him in his bowels with an incurable 
disease. 

And it came to pass, that in process of time, after the end of two years, 
he died of sore diseases. And his people made no burning for him, like 
the burning of his fathers. 

Thirty and two years old was he when he began to reign, and he 
reigned in Jerusalem eight years, and departed without being desired. 
Howbeit they buried him in the city of David, but not in the sepulchres of 
the kings. 

Comment.— It seems as if Jehoram of Israel had in some sort 
been restrained by the influence and example of that holy king 

* Surrounded. 
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Jehoshaphat, for we hear hardly any more of his better feelings 
after, in the fifth year of his reign, Jehosh2q>hat died. One grievous 
error had that good man fallen into, and the terrible fruit of that 
error soon began to appear. He had given his eldest son and heir, 
Jehoram, in marriage to Allah's daughter Athaliah, who not on!y 
inherited her mother Jezebel's passionate adoration for Baal, but 
seems to have been a much more savagely cruel and ambitious 
woman. Jezebel slew the prophets and persecuted Elijah to pro- 
cure the worship of Baal ; but Athaliah slew for her own power and 
might. Jehoshaphat had left six younger sons, all well endowed 
with cities and wealth ; but Jehoram, almost certainly by the per- 
suasion of Athaliah, killed all as soon as he came to the throne. It 
had been the frequent custom of Eastern kings thus to sweep away 
their brothers ; but even in fallen Israel it had never been done, far 
less in Judah. Indeed, hitherto there had never been a very wicked 
man on the throne of Judah, but with Jehoram and Athaliah, ruin, 
misery, and evil set in, for not only did Jehoram introduce the foul 
idolatries of the house of Ahab, but he absolutely forced the men 
of Judah to conform to them. Alas ! Jehoshaphat little guessed 
how he was undoing all the best works of his life when he allowed 
himself to make friends with the idolater. But for the sake of 
Dayid, though Jehoram was to be punished, his family was not to 
be cut off like those of the wicked kings of IsraeL 

The beginning of the punishment was the revolt of the Edomites. 
Jehoram defeated them in one battle, but they nevertheless re- 
covered their Uberty, and thus fulfilled the prophecy of Isaac, that 
Esau should in time break the yoke of Jacob from off his neck 
(Gen. xxviL 40). 

Then followed a more remarkable warning, namely, a writing 
from the great prophet Elijah, foretelling the destruction of his 
family and his own sufferings by an extraordinary and horrible dis- 
ease. It seems likely that Elijah had left this writing in the charge 
of Elisha, or of the schools of the prophets, to be sent at a fit time ; 
or else, it may be, that his ascent did not take place till after Jeho- 
ram's accession. At any rate the judgment soon fell upon him. 
The wild plunderers came up from that part of Arabia which lies 
opposite to Ethiopia, and joined with the Philistines in an invasion 
for which Judah was entirely unprepared. The king's own palace 
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was rifled, and all his children slain, except one, the youngest, 
Ahaziah, or Jehoahaz. It is the same name, meaning "Sustained of 
the Lord," the only difference being in the putting the Divine name 
J AH at the beginning or end. Unworthy as this young man was, 
he was allowed to escape, that the promise that the house of David 
should never fail might be kept. All Jehoram's wives were likewise 
taken captive, but either the wicked Athaliah was an exception, or, 
what is equally likely, he was allowed to ransom her, for she worked 
out God's further vengeance on this apostate family. Finally, the 
agonizing disease fell upon Jehoram, and after lingering in great 
misery for two years, he died. There was no burning of sweet 
odours for him, the hated, despised, and unfortunate ; and though 
he was buried in the city of David, where the kings alone of all 
the people found a tomb, it was not in those grand sepulchres 
that had been made for the royal race of David. He might not 
sleep with the fathers of whom he was unworthy. 
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LESSON XXXVI. 

THE SIEGE OF SAMARIA. 

B.C. 892. — 2 Kings vi. 24 — 33 ; vii. i, 2. 

And it came to pass after this, that Ben-hadad king of Sjnia gathered all 
his host, and went up, and besi^ed Samaria. 

And there was a great famine in Samaria : and, behold, they besieged it, 
until an ass's head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth 
part of a cab of small beans for five pieces of sihrer. 

And as the king of Israel was passing by upon the wall, there cried a 
woman unto him, saying, Help, my lord, O king. 

And he said. If the Lord do not help thee, whence shall I help thee ? 
out of the bamfloor, or out of the winepress? 

And the king said imto her. What aileth thee? And she answered. 
This woman said unto me. Give thy son, that we may eat him to-day, and 
we will eat my son to-morrow. 

So we boiled my son, and did eat him : and I said unto her on the next 
day. Give thy son, that we may eat him : and she hath hid her son. 

And it came to pass, when the king heard the words of the woman, that 
he rent his clothes ; and he passed by upon the wall, and the people looked, 
behold, he had sackcloth within upon his flesh. 
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Then he said, God do so and more also to me, if the head of Elisha 
the son of Shaphat shall stand on him this day. 

But Elisha sat in his house, and the elders sat with him ; and the kin^ 
sent a man from before him : but ere the messenger came to him, he said 
to the elders, See ye how this son of a murderer hath sent to take away 
mine head ? look, when the messenger cometh, shut the door, and hold him 
fast at the door : is not the sound of his master's feet behind him ? 

And while he yet talked with them, behold, the messenger came down 
unto him : and he Qehoram] said, Behold, this evil is of the Lord ; what 
should I wait for the Lord any longer ? 

Then Elisha said. Hear ye the word of the Lord ; Thus saith the Lord, 
To-morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, 
and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. 

Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God, 
and said, Bdiold, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, might 
this thing be? And he said. Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, 
but shalt not eat thereof. 

Comment. — One of the judgments foretold in the Book of Deu- 
teronomy had been that God would bring down the strength of the 
rebellious people, and besiege them in all their gates, so that even 
the tender and delicate woman should be so ravenous with- hunger 
as to eat the flesh of her own child. 

This terrible prophecy was first fulfilled in the time of Jehoram 
of Israel, when Benhadad and his Syrian army besieged Samaria, 
so enclosing the city that no food could be brought into it, and the 
famine became such that the head of an ass — an unclean animal, 
whose flesh an Israelite would naturally loathe — was sold for eighty 
pieces of silver, equivalent to about five of our pounds sterling ; and 
the fourth part of a cab (a measure a little under three pints) — three- 
fourths of a pint, then — of what seems to mean small beans, fetched 
five pieces, and that far more dreadful food was eaten : nay, so 
hardened had one unhappy mother's heart grown, that she came 
publicly before the king as he was going his rounds on the battle- 
ments, to ask him to do her justice on the other woman, who had 
agreed to devour the children together, and then with failing heart 
hid her own. The shamelessness of the appeal added to its horror, 
and the king, infinitely shocked and grieved, rent his clothes, and 
the people saw that beneath his robes he wore sackcloth, the token 
of fasting and penitence ; but in his passion he broke forth into a 
wicked oath to cut off instantly the head of Elisha, probably 
thinking that Elisha could have saved him from this misery. All 
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along there seems to have been a struggle between the better and 
the worse in Jehoram. Perhaps this siege was one of the trials of 
his life — the crisis, perhaps. He knew it canie from the Lord ; he 
looked to Him for deliverance ; he mourned and did penance, but 
his repentance was not entire ; his heart was not turned ; he came 
to thinking himself hardly treated. There was no prayer like 
David's : " Let Thy hand be on me and on my father's house ; 
but these sheep, what have they done V^ No, but he flew into a 
rage, and threatened the life of God's prophet. Wicked men are 
never wanting to act on such threats, and a man hurried off at once 
to where Elisha sat in his house with the elders of Samaria round 
him. The prophet knew by God's inspiration how it was ; he told 
his guests that this son of a murderer — of Ahab and Jezebel — had 
sent to take off his head ; but he bade his servants detain the mes- 
senger of violence at the door, since his master was already close 
behind him. 

And Jehoram had already thought better of his angry words. To 
his furious oath, the breach of the third commandment, he did not, 
like Herod after, add the further crime of carrying it out, and he 
seems to have followed on the steps of his messenger to save the 
prophet, but likewise to speak in complaint and anger. " This evil, 
the horrible famine, came from the Lord ; why should he wait for 
(give such worship as his to) the Lord any longer ?" That was all 
his notion of the Lord Jehovah ; He was to be served just enough to 
keep off evil ; and if it did not answer, Jehoram would carrj' his 
service somewhere else. 

Oh, had he been patient a little longer ! The trial would have 
been over, for the prophet's answer was that on the morrow one of 
the smallest coins, worth about eighteen-pence, should purchase an 
ample store of the wheat and barley so longed for. 

An unbelieving courtier scornfully said, "If the Lord should 
make windows in heaven, might this thing be .?" " Behold, thou 
shalt see it, but shalt not eat thereof," said Elisha. 

It was a victory of the Lord, a deliverance for Israel; but the half- 
hearted Jehoram and his scoffing noble should have none of the 
glory of it. It is only those who " tarry the Lord's leisure " whose 
hearts are comforted. 
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LESSON XXXVIL 

THE SYRIAN CAMP DESERTED. 

2 Kings vii. 3 — 20. 

And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate : and 
they said one to another. Why sit we here until we die ? 

If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and 
we shall die there : and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore 
come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians : if they save us alive, 
we shall live ; and if they kill us, we shall but die. 

And they rose up in fiie twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians : 
and when they were come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, 
behold, there was no man there. 

For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of 
chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host : and they 
said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings 
of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. 

Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, 
and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for 
their life. 

And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, they 
went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and 
gold, and raiment, and went and hid it ; and came again, and entered into 
another tent, and carried thence also, and went and hid it. 

Then they said one to another, We do not well : this day is a day of good 
tidings, and we hold our peace : if we tarry till the morning light, some 
mischief will come upon us : now therefore come, that we may go and tell 
the king's household. 

So they came and called unto the porter* of the city : and they told them, 
saying. We came to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there was no man 
there, neither voice of man, but horses tied, and asses tied, and the tents as 
they were. 

And he called the porters ; and they told it to the king's house within. 

And the king arose in the night, and said unto his servants, I will now 
show you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we be 
hungry ; therefore are they gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the 
field, saying. When they come out of the city, we shall catch them alive, 
and get into the city. 

And one of his servants answered and said. Let some take, I pray thee, 
five of the horses that remain, which are left in the city, (behold, they are as 
all the multitude of Israel that are left in it : behold, I say, they are even 
as all the multitude of the Israelites that are consumed :) and let us send 

and see. 

* Gatekeeper. 
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They took therefore two chariot horses ; and the king sent after the host 
of the Syrians, saying, Go and see. 

And they went after them unto Jordan : and, lo, all the way was full of 
garments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their haste, ^nd 
the messengers retiuned, and told the king. 

And the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a 
measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for 
a shekel, according to the word of the Lord. 

And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned to have the 
charge of the gate : and the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died, 
as the man of God had said, who spake when the king came down to him. 

And it came to pass as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, 
Two measures of barley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a 
shekel, shall be to-morrow about this time in the gate of Samaria : 

And that lord answered the man of God, and said, Now, behold, if the 
Lord should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be ? And he 
said. Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. 

And so it fell out unto him : for the people trode upon him in the gate, 
and he died. 

Comment. — Now comes the fulfilment of Elisha's promise 
Close to the gateway of the city of Samaria was the lair of four 
unfortunate leprous men, most likely living in a hoveL Food had 
latterly failed them, and in their hopelessness they determined to 
go over to the Syrian army, since after all they could but die, 
whether they stayed or went. So in the twilight of the evening, 
fearing lest the Israelites should spy them, they stole out of the 
city and crept down to the enem/s camp. No watcher challenged 
them, no horse neighed, no dog barked — all was stilL They went 
on meeting no one, and looked into a tent. There lay the rich 
armour, the garments and plunder of the Syrians, and, what was 
more welcome still, plenty of food and wine. For in the night the 
Lord had caused the Syrians to hear so terrible a sound as of 
chariots and horses, that they thought the Egyptians and Hittite 
kings of northern Canaan were coming to the aid of Samaria, and 
fled in exceeding terror. 

At first the hungry lepers ate, and then began to secure the 
treasure for themselves ; but soon they recollected that it was mean 
and selfish not to call their fellows to rejoice, and they went back, 
not creeping along this time, but calling boldly to the gatekeeper, 
and sending in the report to the King. Jehoram rose in the night, 
but, always inclined to despond, for want of real trust, he believed 

\at the Syrians had only pretended to flee, and were hidden some 
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^here near at hand, to fall on the Israelites when they came out to 

plunder the camp. One of his counsellors proposed to send out 

five men with horses to reconnoitre — though, as he said, the horses 

were like all Israel, nearly starved, and very few left. Two chariot 

horses were accordingly sent out, and their riders soon found that 

all the whole distance, from Samaria even to the Jordan, was strewn 

with garments and vessels thrown away by the Syrians in their 

]ianic. Out poured all Samaria to eat, and to gather in the huge 

stock of provisions that the enemy had left. Jehoram stationed the 

noble who had scoffed at Elisha at the gate to keep order, but the 

hungry multitude surged through the gate beyond all control ; he 

was thrown down and trampled to death in the throng, and so it 

came to pass that he saw the abundance with his eyes, but never 

tasted thereof. 

And we — what thought shall we take to ourselves t Is it not 
this ? Does not a host of temptations and trials and terrors besiege 
man's heart ? But if prayer and patience fail not, shall they not 
be " as the dream of a night vision ? " — 

** Down the broad vale of tears afar 
The spectral camp is fled : 
Faith shineth as a morning star ; 
The ghasdy fears are dead." 



LESSON XXXVIII. 

THE APPOINTMENT OF HAZAEL. 

aa 885.-2 Kings viii. i— 15. 

Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, 
saying, Arise, and go thou and thine household, and sojourn wheresoever 
thou canst sojourn : for the Lord hath called for a famine ; and it shall 
also come upon the land seven years. 

And the woman arose, and did after the saying of the man of God : and 
she went with her household, and sojourned in the land of the Philistines 
seven years. 

And it came to pass at the seven years' end, that the woman retunied out 
<tf the land of the Philistines : and she went forth to cry unto the king for 
l)er bouse and for her land. 



1 10 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN [less. 



And the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the man of God^ saying, 
Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath done. 

And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had restored a 
dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, whose son he had restored to 
life, cried to the king for her house and for her land. And Gehazi said. 
My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha 
restored to life. 

And when the king asked the woman, she told him. So the king 
appointed unto her a certain officer, saying, Restore all that was hers, and 
all ihe fruits of the field since the day that she left the land, even until now. 

And Elisha came to Damascus ; and Ben-hadad the king of Syria vras 
sick ; and it was told him, saying. The man of God is come hither. 

And the king said unto Hazael, Take a present in thine hand, and go, 
meet the man of God, and enquire of the Lord by him, sajring; Shall I 
recover of this disease ? 

So Hazael went to meet him, and took a present with him, even of every 
good thing of Damascus, forty camels' burden, and came and stood before 
him, and said. Thy son Ben-hadad king of Syria hath sent me to thee, 
sajring. Shall I recover of this disease ? 

And Elisha said unto him. Go, say unto him. Thou mayest certainly 
recover : howbeit the Lord hath shewed me that he shall surely die. 

And he settled his countenance stedfastly, imtil he was ashamed : and the 
man of God wept. 

And Hazael said. Why weepeth my lord ? And he answered. Because I 
know the evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Israel : their strong 
holds -wilt thou set on fire, and their young men wilt thou slay with the 
sword, and wilt dash their children on the ground. 

And Hazael said. But what is thy servant a dog, that he should do this 
great thing? And Elisha answered. The Lord hath shewed me that thou 
shalt be king over Syria. 

So he departed from Elisha, and came to his master ; who said to him. 
What said Elisha to thee? And he answered, He told me that thou 
shouldest surely recover. 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that he took a thick doth, and 
dipped it in water, and spread it on his face, so that he died : and Hazael 
reigned in his stead. 

Comment. — The first history recorded in these verses gives some 
reason to hope that Gehazi repented of his sin and was healed of 
his leprosy, since we find him standing before the king and pleading 
for the Shimanunite, when, in her absence, her lands had been seized, 
probably by some grasping officer, in the name of the king. The 
leprosy of Miriam had been cured when she repented, and thus it 
may have been with Gehazi, otherwise he could hardly have stood 
before the king. 

This restoration for Elisha's sake is the last good thing we hear 
of Jehoram, He had all along been weak and wavering, sometimes 
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feeling good influences, but falling away again at the first temp- 
tation ; and although he respected, feared, and sometimes almost 
loved Elisha in person, and knew all along, that '^ the Lord He is 
the God,'' yet he had never had courage to abolish the worship of 
Baal, which his mother Jezebel carried on with the numbers whom 
she had led astray. If Ahab had doubted and " halted between 
two opinions," Jehoram did worse, for he believed, but did not put 
out his hand to hinder the continual insult to God of the foul and 
cruel worship of the Phoenician idol. He had long been borne with. 
Mercies and judgments had been sent by turns, and still he was the 
same. There was nothing in him to deserve that the sentence upon 
the house of Ahab should be remitted. So the second of the three 
avengers was appointed. God had bidden Elijah at Mount Horeb 
to anoint Elisha to be prophet, Hazael to be king of Syria, and 
Jehu to be king of Israel : each was to punish the apostate tribes. 
To anoint here meant to appoint, and Elijah's commission had been 
handed on to Elisha, who was no doubt led by Divine guidance to 
visit Damascus, the beautiful capital of the kingdom of Syria. The 
Israelites held by treaty a portion in the town — no doubt for pur- 
poses of trade — and Elisha may likewise have gone to rejoice the 
heart and confirm the faith of Naaman, worshipping at his altar of 
earth from the Holy Land. Benhadad, king of Syria, and his allies 
of the Hittites and Syrians of Hamath, had just suffered a terrible 
defeat from the Assyrians, and he was lying sick, either from 
wounds, fatigue, or disappointment. Perhaps it was the recollec- 
tion of Naaman's recovery that made him send his servant and 
courtier Hazael to consult the prophet on his own prospect of 
recovery. 

Elisha's answer seems to have meant that the illness was not in 
Itself mortal, though Benhadad should never leave his bed again ; 
^d therewith the grave and sorrowful eyes looked through and 
^ough the messenger— who was conscious of his own wicked 
design against his master, and felt utter shame and confusion, 
quailing under the glance that read his murderous purpose. But no 
rebuke was spoken ; the look ended in bitter weeping : and when the 
Syrian asked the cause, Elisha answered by a mournful prediction 
^ all the miseries and woes that he already beheld Hazael bringing 
on Israel He was looking at the sword appointed by God to strike 
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..^tni^ who would not repent. HazaePs answer is often 

■ as if it meant, *" Am I so wicked a wretch as to commit 

Hmc ?" whereas it really means, " Am I, who am no greater 

' dixc w ^^ *"*^ grca^ victories and become such a terrible 

•* Tcrael ^* He was a far more merciless and determined 

imi, »]K Beoluulads had been, and the tidings that his master's 

j.tir« w*s "^ ^^ ^®^* ^"^ ^^^^ *° ensure his death by a 
nil-- srifling him with a wet cloth, after which Hazael seized the 
tft-ament, hut soon was again defeated by the conquering Shal- 
Ci«ci of Assyria. 



LESSON XXXIX. 

THE ANOINTING OF JEHU. 

B.C. 885.-2 CHRON. xxii. 1—6 ; 2 KINGS ix. I — 1 5. 

igi the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah the youngest son of 
«^.^^in king in his stead : for the band of men that came with the Arabians 
;^ .y^e camp had slain all the eldest So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king 
'^- indah reigned. 

"" IVenty and two years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign, and he 
,^,^Nied one year in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Athaliah the 
3iu^ter of Omrl 

He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab : for his mother was his 
jvHinseller to do wickedly, and he was a son-in-law of the house of Ahab. 

Wherefore he did evil in the sight of the Lord like the house of Ahab : 
fjr they were his counsellers, after the death of his father, to his destruction. 
He walked also after their counsel, and went with Jehoram the son of 
j^b king of Israel to war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth-gilead : 
gnd the Syrians smote Joram. 

And he returned to be healed in Jezreel because of the wounds which 
were given him at Ramoth, when he fought with Hazael king of S)rria. 
And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went down to see Jehoram 
the son of Ahab at Jezreel, because he was sick. 

****** 
And Elisha the prophet called one of the children of the prophets, and 
said unto him. Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in thine hand, 
and go to Ramoth-gilead : 

And when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the son of Jehosha- 
phat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him arise up from among 
nis brethren, and carry him to an inner chamber ;? 
^mShsxi take the box * of oil, and pour it on his head, and say. Thus saith 

^ ■ * Or rather, a flask. 
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the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the door, and 
flee, and tarry not. 

So the young man, even the young man the prophet, went to Ramoth- 
gilead. 

And when he came, behold, the captains of the host were sitting ; and 
he said, I have an errand to tliee, O captain. And Jehu said, Unto which 
of all us ? And he said, To thee, O captain. 

And he arose, and went into the house ; and he poured the oil on his 
head, and said unto him. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I have 
anointed thee king over the people of the Lord, even over Israel. 

And thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avcnfje 
the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of 
the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel. 

For the whole house of Ahab shall perish : 

And I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah : 

And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in . the portion of Jezreel, and there shall 
be none to bury her. And he opened the door, and fled. 

Then Jehu came forth to the servants of his lord : and one said unto him. 
Is all well ? wherefore came this mad fellow to thee ? And he said unto 
them. Ye know the man and his communication.* 

And they said, It is false ; tell us now. And he said. Thus and thus 
spake he to me, saying. Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king 
over Israel. 

Then they hasted, and took every man his garment, and put it under 
him on the top of the stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, Jehu is king. 

So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired against 
Joram. (Now Joram had kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all Israel, because 
of Hazael king of Syria. 

But king Joram was returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which 
the Syrians had given him, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) 
And Jehu said. If it be your minds, then let none go forth nor escape out 
of the city to go to tell it in Jezreel. 

Comment. — The evils introduced by Jezebel were spreading 

more and more widely. Her daughter Athaliah had married Jeho- 

ram or Joram the king of Judah. (She is here called the daughter 

of Omri, after the frequent Scripture practice of speaking of the 

founder of the family as the father.) A fierce and violent woman, 

of harder nature than her brother, Athaliah had, as we have seen, 

rendered her husband an idolater, and when he was miserably cut 

off by the Arabs, and all his sons with him, except the youngest, 

Ahaziah, she continued to rule the new king as she had ruled his 

father, and was "his counseller to do evil." She led him to be 

* Yoa know what he was, and what he would be likely to say. 

,t The Book of Chronicles says he was forty-two years old, but the Book of Kings makes 
l^ooly twenty-two, and the former Qi'^e. the name Azariah in the sixth verse) is almost 
c^rtanly due to some copjrist's error. 

VOU III. i 
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the friend and ally of her brother, Jehoram of Israel, and as the 
Book of Kings calls him the son-in-law of the house of Ahab, he 
probably took one of the Israelite princesses, his cousins, for one of 
his wives. He likewise joined Jehoram in an expedition to Ramoth- 
gilead, where Ahab had received his death-wound. The city was 
either taken by Israel, or was already in their hands, but Jehoram 
was wounded in the battle with the Syrians, now under Hazael,and 
leaving a garrison under his father's bravest captains, he returned 
to the family palace at Jezreel, instead of to his capital at Samaria, 
to recover, and his nephew Ahaziah came thither to visit him during 
his illness. Here was the favourite palace of Ahab ; here Jezebel 
dwelt with her idolatries and witchcrafts ; here was the vineyard of 
Naboth thrown into the palace gardens ; here was the place where 
the dogs had licked his blood, sixteen years before ; and here was 
the descendant of David, the heir of the promise, deeply tainting 
himself with the sins of the house of Ahab. 

The time of vengeance was come, and Elijah's last commission 
was fulfilled. The man who was to execute judgment had long ago 
been named by God ; he was one of the captains in garrison at 
Ramoth-gilead, and Elisha, knowing that the time was come, sent 
one of the youths of the school of the prophets to anoint him, but 
out of sight of the others. Jehu seems to have been a rough, rude, 
careless soldier, not a Baal worshipper, a true believer, but allowing 
himself to think and speak lightly and rudely, even when he felt 
strongly. Such a spirit often gets up, and is thought manly where 
boys or men are much together, and Jehu shows us how it drives 
away all solenmity and earnestness, and spoils God's chosen instru- 
ments. The young prophet, in his rough garment and flowing hair, 
comes in where the captains sit round, with his earnest words, " I 
have a message unto thee, O captain," Half in scorn and jest, Jehu 
asks him which captain he means, but he cannot be turned aside ; 
he leads Jehu to the inner chamber, and anointing him, gives his 
terrible charge of vengeance and execution to be done on the house 
of Ahab, then flees away. Saul, David, even Jeroboam, had received 
the like appointment with awe and reverence : Jehu seems to have 
stood half bewildered, and yet afraid to be grave lest his comrades 
might laugh at him ; and when they asked what this mad fellow had 
to say to him, he answered evasively, as if he meant them to think 



XL.] THE FA TE OF JEZEBEL. 1 1 5 



it some rebuke that he did not care for. But when they pressed 
him, he told the truth ; the oil was upon him — ^he was the anointed 
king. Even then the captains seem to have begun half in jest, 
placing Jehu on the top of the stone stairs — ^probably from their 
citadel to the town below — blowing their trumpets and shouting 
"Jehu is king.** The army and people took up the cry, and Jehu 
felt that now indeed it was time to be in earnest. He was a trained 
captain, and quickly took his measures. He shut the gates, that no 
report of the proclamation might reach Jezreel before him, and then 
prepared to set forth with his friends and surprise Jehoram in his 
palace. 

LESSON XL. 

THE FAfE OF JEZEBEL. 

B.C. 885.-2 Kings ix. 16—27, 30—37. 

So Jehn xode in a chariot and went to Jezreel ; for Joram lay there. 
And Ahaziah king of Judah was come down to see Joram. 

And there stood a watchman on the tower in Jezreel, and he spied the 
company of Jehu as he came, and said, I see a company. And Joram said, 
Take an horseman, and send to meet them, and let him say, Is it peace ? 

So there went one on horseback to meet him, and said. Thus saith the 
long, Is it peace ? And Jehu said. What hast thou to do with peace? turn 
thee behind me. And the watchman told, sajring, The messenger came to 
t^ but he Cometh not again. 

Then he sent out a second on horseback, which came to them, and 
sud, Thus saith the king. Is it peace ? And Jehu answered. What hast 
^ to do with peace? turn thee behind me. 

And the watchman told, saying. He came even unto them, and cometh 
OQt again : and the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi ; 
for he dziveth furiously. 

And Toram said. Make ready. And his chariot was made ready. And 
Jonun king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his 
diariot, and they went out against Jehu, and met him in the portion of 
I^aboth the Jezreelite. 

And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, Is it peace, 

i^dia? And he answered. What peace, so long as the sins of thy mother 
iezebd and her witchcrafts are so many ? 

And Jonun turned his hands, and fled, and said to Ahaziah, There is 
tretcbenr, O Ahaziah. 

And Jdiu drew a bow with his full strength, and smote Jehoram between 
\ila arms, and the arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk down in his 
diariot 

12 
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Then said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, Take up, and cast him in the 
portion of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite : for remember how that, 
when I and thou rode together after Ahab his &ther, the Lord laid this 
burden upon him ; 

Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his 
sons, saith the Lord ; and I will requite thee in this plat, saith the Lord. 
Now therefore take and cast him into the plat of ground, according to the 
word of the Lord. 

But when Ahaziah the king of Judah ^w this^ he fled by the way of the 
garden house. 

And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it ; and she painted 
her face, and tired * her head, and looked out at a window. 

And as Jehu entered in at the gate she said. Had Zimri peace, who slew 
his master ? 

And he liiled up his face to the window, and said. Who is on my side? 
who ? and there looked out to him two or three slaves. 

And he said. Throw her down. So they threw her down : and some of 
her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses : and he trode her 
under foot. 

And when he was come in, he did eat smd drink, and said. Go, see now 
this cursed woman, and bury her : for she is a king's daughter. 

And they went to bury her : but they found no more of her than the 
skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands. 

Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said. This is the 
word of the Lord, which he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel : 

And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dimg upon the face of the field in 
the portion of Jezreel ; so that they shall not say. This is JezebeL 

Comment. — Vengeance was come at last. Jezreel stood on a 
hill, commanding a view all over the plain of Esdraelon, and the 
watchman on the tower of the fortress where the wounded Jehoram 
lay, beheld the cloud of dust coming from the direction of the fords 
of Jordan. Full six miles he could see, and when he beheld clearly 
enough to discern a troop of armed men in chariots and on horse- 
back, he sent notice to the king. Messenger after messenger was 
sent out. Neither was allowed by Jehu to return. Then by the 
swift and furious driving the watchman knew Jehu, the captain at 
Ramoth-gilead. Probably Jehoram thought that the garrison had 
been defeated by the Syrians, and were fleeing from them. He 
caused his chariot to be made ready, and went out to meet the new- 
comers, in too great anxiety to wait for tidings ; but when he saw 
how unlike their demeanour was to that of defeated men, he could 
only ask, " Is it peace, Jehu.?" The stem reply that there could be no 

* Dressed. 
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peace so long as his mother Jezebel's crimes were so many, showed 
him that it was against himself that Jehu was coming, and with a 
cry to his nephew of "There is treachery, O Ahaziah !*' he turned 
and would have fled, but was shot to the heart by an arrow from 
Jehu's own bow. Raised into the perception that he was indeed 
God's instrument of vengeance, Jehu called to mind the moment 
when, as he attended Ahab, he had heard the great prophet Elijah 
denoimce vengeance on him and his house for the murder of 
Naboth ; and he bade his fellow-captain Bidkar cast the body of 
Joram into the garden once belonging to the murdered Naboth. 
Ahaziah of Judah had fled through the garden, but Jezebel, proud 
and untamed as ever, with all the undaunted spirit Phoenician prin- 
cesses* have shown in moments of peril, still fought out her fight. 
All her life she had struggled against God ; she did so to the last. 
She had other sons and grandsons, and she tried to save the crown 
for them. She painted her face — that is, drew dark marks round 
her eyelids with antimony — ^and caused her hair to be royally 
dressed. Dust and sackcloth as mourning for her son were not for 
her ; she would show neither fear nor sorrow, nor submission. She 
looked from her window, as Jehu drove in at the gate, and uttered the 
few bitter words, ** Had Zimri peace, who slew his master ?" — Zimri, 
who had reigned but seven days, and then was burnt in his house 
by Omri, the father of Ahab. But Jehu called, " Who is on my 
side — ^who ?" A few of her slaves — ^the palace attendants whom 
Phoenician luxiury had brought in — ^looked out at his call, and it was 
by their hands that she was thrown down to the horrible fate of 
being trampled tmder foot, and torn to pieces by the packs of 
hungry, houseless dogs who haunt the streets of Eastern cities — 
such dogs as had licked the blood of her victim Naboth, and again 
of her husband Ahab, and now doubtless of her son Jehoram. 

** That thy foot may be dipped in the blood of thine enemies, 
And that the tongue of thy dogs may be red through the same." 

So utter was the destruction, that when Jehu, remembering her 
queenly birth, sent forth to bury her, nothing was found but a few 
of the harder of her bones ! 

Such is the end of resistance to God, resistance carried on obsti- 

* Dido, who is said to have been her niece ; Sophonisba ; the women of Carthage. 
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nately, through a long life, and through corruption of all who fell 
under her influence. Therefore it is that, in the last book of the 
Holy Scripture, Jezebel's name is used again in the message to the 
Church of Thyatira, to denote one who resisted the Church and dis- 
puted and corrupted the truth. And so again Jezebel, the proud 
Zidonian queen, will for ever remain the type and token of this 
wicked world, in its open enmity to God and His Saints. 



LESSON XLI. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE HOUSE OF AHAB. 

B.a 885.-2 Kings x. i— 14 ; 2 Chron. xxii. 8—12. 

And Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu wrote letters, and 
sent to Samaria, unto the rulers of Jezreel, to the elders, and to them that 
brought up AhaVs children, saying. 

Now, as soon as this letter cometh to you, seeing your master*s sons are 
with you, and there are with you chariots and horses, a fenced city also, 
and armour ; 

Look even out the best and meetest* of your master's sons, and set him 
on his father's throne, and fight for your master's house. 

But they were exceedingly afraid, and said^ Behold two kings stood not 
before him : how then shall we stand ? 

And he that was over the house, and he that was over the city, the elders 
also, and the bringers up of the children, sent to Jehu, saying, We are thy 
servants, and will do all that thou shalt bid us ; we will not make any king : 
do thou that which is good in thine eyes. 

Then he wrote a letter the second time to them, saying. If ye be mine, 
and if ye will hearken unto my voice, take ye the heads of the men your 
master^s sons, and come to me to Jezreel by to-morrow at this time. Now 
the king's sons, being seventy persons, were with the great men of the dty, 
which brought them up. 

And it came to pass when the letter came to them, that they took the 
king's sons, and slew seventy persons^ and put their heads in baskets, and 
sent him them to JezreeL 

And there came a messenger, and told him, saying. They have brought 
the heads of the king's sons. And he said. Lay ye them in two heaps at 
the entering in of the gate imtil the morning. 

And it came to pass in the morning, &aX he went out, and stood, and 
said to all the people, Ye be righteous : behold, I conspired against my 
master, and slew him : but who slew all these? 

Know now that there shall fall unto the earth nothing of the word of the 
Lord, which the Lord spake concerning the house of Ahab : for the Lord 
hath done that which he spake by his servant £]ijah. 

• Fittest. 
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So Jehu slew all that remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all 
his great men, and his kinsfolks, and his priests, until he left him none 
remaining. 

And he arose and departed, and came to Samaria. And as he \vas at the 
shearing house in the way, 

Jeha met with the brethren of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said, Who 
are ye ? And they answered. We are the brethren of Ahaziah ; and we 
go down to salute the children of the king and the children of the queen. 

And he said. Take them alive. And they took them alive, and slew 
them at the pit of the shearing house, even two and forty men ; neither 
left he any of the princes of Judah, and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, 
that ministered to Ahaziah, he slew them. 

* ♦ ♦ ♦ * * 

And he sought Ahaziah : and they caught him, (for he was hid in 
Samaria,) and brought him to Jehu : and when they had slain him they 
buried him : Because, said they, he is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought 
the Lord with all his heart So the house of Ahaziah had no power to 
keep still the kingdom. 

But when Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, 
she arose and destroyed all the seed royal of the house of Judah. 

But Jehoshabeath, the daughter of the king, took Joash the son of 
Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king's sons that were slain, and 
put him and his nurse in a bedchamber. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter 
of king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest, (for she was the sister of 
Ahaziah,) hid him from Athaliah, so that she slew him not. 

And he was with them hid in the house of God six years : and Athaliah 
reigned over the land. 

Comment. — ^The principal rulers of Jezreel seem to have fled to 
Samaria, where the family of Ahab, seventy in number, dwelt : not, 
of course, all his own sons, but also his grandsons and their 
children, living together in a great family palace such as used to be 
found in the East Indian States. Jehu, in the strange mocking 
temper which had all along seemed half doubtful of his own mis- 
sion, sent a letter to these rulers of Jezreel, demanding whether they 
meant to choose a king from the family of Ahab, and hold out the 
town for them. Their answer showed their fear and submission, 
and it showed, too, how little wicked men can obtain faithful ser- 
vice, for they only begged to know how to make their peace with 
the new king. 

Jehu answered that if they wished to be his friends they must 
bring him the heads of the descendants of Ahab. They obeyed, 
and sent the heads in the great baskets used for the vintage. He 
caused them to be piled in two ghastly heaps on either side of his 
gateway, and then called on the people to observe that this waf 
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God's judgment. They might say that he had rebelled, and slain 
Jehoram, but it was not he who had killed these seventy — it was 
the justice of God, fulfilling Elijah's word : and in pursuance of this 
vengeance he went on to make a slaughter throughout Jezreel of all 
who had been friends or followers of the house of Ahab. Of this 
massacre, it was said by the mouth of the prophet Hosea, just a 
century later (B.C. 785), " Yet a little while, and I will avenge the 
blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu." Why was this, when the 
commission had been given by God Himself? Surely because 
Jehu's spirit was hard and light ; and he made himself rather a 
murderer than an executioner, seeking his own security under the 
cover of his zeal for God, and not really caring for the truth and 
purity of his worship. Ahab's house was condemned and rightly 
slain, but this is the blood of Jezreel that is mentioned, as though 
he had struck many more than those on whom the sentence lay. 

Among those thus sentenced was, alas ! the Jewish royal family. 
They, too, were " sons of Ahab," through Athaliah, and forty-two of 
the princes of the royal family had set out for Jezreel to swell 
Ahaziah's state, and probably to share in a great victorious banquet, 
on Jehoram's recovery, for the conquest of Ramoth-gilead. They were 
not own brothers to Ahaziah, for all these had been killed by the 
Arabians, but they were their sons, his nephews, and were termed 
in Eastern fashion his brethren. On leaving Jezreel, about fifteen 
miles from it, at a hut or station near a great pit or well where the 
shepherds were wont to meet and shear their flocks, Jehu met them, 
and caused them all to be pitilessly slaughtered. No doubt it was 
by the providence of God that these youths were cut off, but in 
Jehu it seems to have been an act of barbarity outrunning His com- 
mands. Ahaziah himself had escaped to Samaria, and was there 
hidden, but on finding that the avenger was coming thither, he fled 
again ; and from the Book of Kings it appears that he went north- 
wards, hoping perhaps to reach Zidon, whence Jezebel had come ; 
but he was overtaken at Gur, wounded in his chariot, and thence 
carried to Megiddo, where he died, having reigned only one year. 

But the execution was not yet over, and in Judah it was a wicked 
and ambitious woman, the daughter of Jezebel herself — ^Atha- 
liah — who carried it out. No sooner did J Oram's widow, Ahab's 
daxigh.iQ.Xy hear that her son was slain, than, instead of lanienting, 
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she killed every survivor of the house of David, her own grand- 
children included, that she might reign and bring in the worship of 
Baal. Never had so horrible and unnatural an action been perpe- 
trated in Judah or IsraeL And this came of Jehoshaphat^s one 
fault — that of allying himself with the ungodly. But if the word in 
the Second Commandment, which tells that the sins of the father 
are visited to the third and fourth generation, was carried out, so 
also was the promise of mercy to thousands of them that fear Him. 
The line of David was never to be destroyed, and so it was that 
Jehosheba or Jehoshebeath, the daughter of Joram of Judah, sister 
to Ahaziah, and wife to the high priest Jehoiada, was enabled to 
carry away her brother's little infant Joash, and hide him in the 
Temple. Just as Moses had been saved from Pharaoh, so Joash 
was now rescued from Athaliah, and so our Lord would one day be 
saved from Herod. 



LESSON XLII. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE BAAL-WORSHIPPERS, 

B.C. 885.-2 Kings x. 15— 33, 36. 

And when he was departed thence, he lighted on Jehonadab the son of 
Recbab coming to meet him : and he saluted him, and said to him, Is thine 
heart right, as my heart is with thy heart ? And Jehonadab answered. 
It is. If it be, give me thine hand. And he gave him his hand ; and he 
took him up to lum into the chariot. 

And he said. Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord. So they 
made him ride in his chariot 

And when he came to Samaria, he slew all that remained unto Ahab in 
Samaria, till he had destroyed him, according to the saying of the Lord, 
which he spake to Elijah. 

And Jehu gathered all the people together, and said unto them, Ahab 
served Baal a litde ; but Jehu shall serve him much. 

Now therefore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all his servants, and 
all his priests ; let none be wanting : for I have a great sacrifice to do to 
Baal : whosoever shall be wanting, he shall not live. But Jehu did it in 
subtility, to the intent that he might destroy the worshippers of BaaL 

And Jehu said. Proclaim a solemn assembly for Baal. And they pro- 
claimed it 

And Jehu sent through all Israel : and all the worshippers of Baal came, 
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so that there was not a man left that came not. And they came into the 
house of Baal ; and the house of Baal was full from one end to another. 

And he said unto him that was over the vestry, Bring forth vestments for 
all the worshippers of Baal. And he brought them forth vestments. 

And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son of Rechab, into the house of Baal, 
and said unto the worshippers of Baal, Search, and look that there be here 
with you none of the servants of the Lord, but the worshippers of Baal only. 

And when they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings, Jehu 
appointed fourscore men without, and said. If any of the men whom I nave 
brought into your hands escape, he that letteth him go, his life shall be for 
the iSe of him. 

And it came to pass, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt 
offering, that Jehu said to the guard and to the captains. Go in, and slay 
them ; let none come forth. And they smote them with the edge of the 
sword ; and the guard and the captains cast them out, and went to the city 
of the house of Baal. 

And they brought forth the images out of the house of Baal, and burned 
them* 

And they brake down the image of Baal, and brake down the house of 
Baal. 

Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel. 

Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel 
to sin, Jehu departed not from after them, to wit, the golden calves that 
were in Beth-el, and that were in Dan. 

And the Lord said unto Jehu, Because thou has done well in executing 
that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done imto the house of Ahab 
according to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation 
shall sit on the throne of Israel. 

But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord God of Israel 
with all his heart : for he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, which 
made Israel to sin. 

In those days the Lord began to cut Israel short : and Hazael smote 
them in all the coasts of Israel ; 

From Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the 
Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is by the river Amon, 
even Gilead and Bashan. 

And the time that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty and 
eight years. 

Comment. — ^This Jehonadab, whom Jehu met by the way, was 
one of the Midianites who were descended from Abraham's son, 
and had sheltered Moses. Hobab, Moses's brother-in-law, who 
had been as "eyes" to him (Numb, x. 29) in the desert, had 
come into the land of Canaan with the Israelites ; and Heber 
the Kenite (Judges iv.), in whose tent Sisera was slain, was one 
of them. They did not inherit the covenant made with Israel, 
but they had not fallen away from the old patriarchal religion of 
their father Abraham, and there was still room enough in the land 
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for them to wander up and down, feeding their flocks as he had 
done. This Jehonadab, the son of Rechab, was probably a great 
Sheik, and we find afterwards from the prophet Jeremiah (ch. xxxv.) 
that he laid his children and family under strict conmiands, which 
they perfectly observed, never to drink wine, nor to own lands, nor 
build houses. Most likely he laid them under these orders to 
prevent them from being tainted by the dreadful corruption of the 
Israelites ; but it is plain that he was noted as anxious for the pure 
worship of the true God, since Jehu invited him to come and see his 
own zeal for the Lord. 

Jehu spoke of zeal for the Lord, but he carried out his execution 
with the same fierce and cruel lightness of mind that he had shown 
from the banning. He drew all the worshippers of Baal together 
by a proclamation — " Ahab served Baal a little, but Jehu shall serve 
him much" — and treacherously gathered them all together in the 
Temple under pretence of a festival, then sent in his soldiers to 
massacre them alL There was no solenmity, no awe, no opening 
for repentance, nothing but as it were a savage mockery of these 
unhappy men. Their death was indeed the first providential 
judgment of God on those who had wilfully turned from Him, in 
spite of long years of warning, in spite of Elijah's miracles of the 
£unine, of the g^eat contention on Mount Carmel, of the victory 
and the rain ; in spite of Elisha's many marvels of mercy,' and the 
unceasing voices of the prophets calling them back to the Lord 
their God. And now the end came suddenly on them in the midst 
of their chosen worship ; nor could Baal save them ; yet none the 
less was Jehu's treachery, in calling together defenceless men on 
£alse pretences, wicked and cruel. He did right in slaying Ahab's 
house and destroying the idolaters, for such was his conmiission, 
and he was commended for it ; but he should have abstained from 
guile, and acted gravely and earnestly as the minister of God's 
justice and severity. And though he had exterminated those 
inclined to the Phoenician false religion, he stopped there. The 
golden calves of Dan and Bethel were meant as emblems of the 
Lord, they seemed the natural worship of the Israelite kingdom, 
and Jehu did not attempt to clear them away ; he called Jehovah 
his God, but he would not worship Him in the way He had com- 
manded. If he had fearlessly ventured to brave Israel's pride in 
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her idols, and led them back to the Temple, he might have 
delivered it from Athaliah, and founded a glorious lasting line like 
that of David, in which all the promises to the house of Joseph 
might have been fulfilled. But, like Jeroboam, he could not trust 
God. So the Divine voice told him that his house should only 
continue for four generations, and then should perish ; and even in 
his own time, warrior though he was, he lost much of his eastern 
domains, even Ramoth-gilead, where his summons had come to 
him. Hazael, the third appointed avenger, was falling on the 
tribes beyond Jordan, cutting them off, and establishing his power 
over them. 

Together with Hazael, Jehu suffered another humiliation, not 
recorded in Scripture, but on a black obelisk, which has been found 
at Nineveh, and is now in the British Museum. It tells of Shal- 
maneser arriving at Damascus as a conqueror, and receiving the 
submission of all the kings around, not only of Hazael, but there 
is the figure of Jehu — son of Omri, as the Assyrian sculptor called 
him, not understanding the change of dynasty — doing homage for 
Beth-Khumri, the house of Omri, the name by which Samaria was 
known ; and with a procession of his people behind him, carrying 
bars of gold and silver and other gifts. 



LESSON XLIII. 

THE DEATH OF ATHALIAH. 

B.C. 878.-2 Chron. xxiii. I— 10 ; 2 KINGS x. 12 — 21. 

And in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and took the 
captains of hundreds into covenant with him. 

And they went about in Judah, and gathered the Levites out of all the 
cities of Judah, and the chief of the fathers of Israel, and they came to 
Jerusalem. 

And all the congregation made a covenant with the king in the house of 
God. And he said unto them, Behold, the king's son shall reign, as the 
Lord hath said of the sons of David. 

This is the thing that ye shall do ; A third part of you entering on the 
sabbath, of the priests and of the Levites, shall be porters of the doors ; 

And a third part shall be at the king's house ; and a third part at the gate 
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of the foundation : and idl the people shall be in the courts of the house of 
the Lord. 

But let none come into the house of the Lord, save the priests, and they 
that minister of the Levites ; they shall go in, for they are holy : hut all the 
people shall keep the watch of the Lord. 

And the Levites shall compass the king round about, everv man with his 
weapons in his hand ; and whosoever ebe cometh into the house, he shall 
be put to death : but be ye with the king when he cometh in, and when he 
goeth out. 

So the Levites and all Judah did according to all things that Jchoiada 
the priest had commanded, and took every man his men that were to come 
in on the sabbath, with them that were to go out on the sabbath : for 
Jehoiada the priest dismissed not the courses. 

Moreover Jehoiada the priest delivered to the captains of hundreds 
spears, and bucklers, and snields, that had been king David*s, which were 
in the house of God. 

And he set all the people, every man having his weapon in his hand, 
from the right side of the temple to the left side of the temple, along by the 
altar and the temple, by the king round about. 

And he brought forth the king's son, and put the crown upon him, and 
gave him the testimony ;* and they made him king, and anointed him ; and 
they clapped their hands, and said, GodikSave the king. 

And when Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she 
came to the people into the temple of the Lord. 

And when she looked, behold, the king stood by a pillar, as the manner 
was, and the princes and the trumpeters by the king, and all the people of 
the land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets : and Athaliah rent her clothes, 
and cried. Treason, Treason. 

But Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of tlie hundrcils, the 
officers of the hosts, and said unto them, Have her forth without the 
ranges : i* and him that followeth her kill with the sword. For the priest 
had said. Let her not be slain in the house of the Lord. 

And they laid hands on her ; and she went by the w.iy by the which the 
horses came into the king's house : and there was she slain. 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord and the king and the 
people, that they should be the Lord's people ; between the king also and 
the people. 

And all the people of the land went into the house of Baal, and brake it 
down ; his altars and his images brake they in pieces thoroughly, and slew 
Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the priest appointed 
officers over the house of the Lord. 

And he took the rulers over hundreds, and the captains, and the guard, 
and all the people of the land ; and they brought down the king from the 
house of the Lord, and came by the way of the gate of the guard to the 
king's house. Arid.he sat on the throne of the kings. 

And all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was in quiet : and 
thev slew Athaliah with the sword beside the king's house. 
oeven years old was Jehoash X when he began to reign, 

* Book of the Law. t Ranks of soldiers. 

X Or, Joash. The meaning is, "The Lord gave." 
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Comment. — For seven years the murderess Athaliah, daughter 
of Ahab, was permitted to reign over Judah, and it must have 
seemed to the faithful as if the line of David were cut off for ever. 
At last the Temple was almost ruinous. Jehoiada, the high priest, 
husband to Jehosheba, who had hidden the infant prince Joash, 
ventured to make known to some of the chief captains of the Levite 
guard who protected the Temple, and to some of the great men of 
the army, that a young son of David was still alive. The covenant 
they made with him must have been an agreement to restore the 
child to his father's throne. This promise was made at the feasts 
and sacrifices within the Temple, where they were secure from 
Athaliah's friends, for, ruinous as was the Temple, it was still 
a strong fortress. Now the priests and Levites had, it should be 
remembered, been divided by David into courses, each course 
coming in to attend on the sacrifices, sing the psalms, keep the 
doors, &c., for a month, and then changing with another course. 
This change was made on the* Sabbath-day, and thus at that time 
there would naturally be the largest number of these priests and 
Levites together at the Temple. Jehoiada armed them with the 
weapons that King David had long ago stored in the Temple. 
One- third of the men at his disposal he placed to keep watch at 
the gate leading to the great bridge by which in better times the 
kings had been wont to come to the Temple ; another third at the 
" gate ofthe foundation," probably of the outer court ; and the rest 
he stationed in a close range or rank straight across the court from 
one side to the other before the pillar or cluster of pillars where the 
kings had been used to pray before all the people ; while the Sanc- 
tuary itself was guarded by armed priests, who were to prevent any 
intruder from breaking in, in the confusion. 

For seven years the faithful men of Judah had thought that the 
house of David had perished, and they had been under the rule of 
the idolatrous and cruel daughter of Samaria and Phoenicia. What 
must have been their joy when they beheld the little king, with the 
crown on his head, standing on the royal pillarj with the sceptre 
in his hand, and the good high priest by his side ? No wonder 
they clapped their hands and shouted the joyful cry, " God save the 
king ! " while the silver trumpets of the Levites rang out loud and 
Athaliah, in the palace on Mount Sion, heard the shouts, 
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and suspected danger ; but cowardice was never a fault of the 
women of her family. She went at once to the Temple, and was 
admitted, to behold the grandson she thought to have slain 
enthroned and crowned, and the whole multitude who filled the 
courts rejoicing and doing honour to him. She rent her clothes, 
and cried "Treason !" but no one heeded her cry ; only Jehoiada, 
resolved not to stain the Temple with blood, bade that she should be 
allowed to pass beyond the ranks of armed men, and that after she 
had left the Temple, she and any who chose to follow her should be 
slain. Hoping perhaps to escape, she made her way to the entrance 
of the royal stables, and there was killed. Meantime Jehoiada 
caused the people to renew their oaths to keep the law, and in their 
eager zeal they rushed to Athaliah's temple Baal, overthrew it, 
and slew the priest of Baal at his own altar. So God had mercy 
on Judah, and again restored it after the grievous evils that 
Joram's marriage had brought on it. 



LESSON XLIV. 

yO ASH'S REPAIRS OF THE TEMPLE. 

B.C. 855, 856. — 2 Chron. xxiv. and 2 Kings xii. collated, 

Joash was seven years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty 
years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Zibiah of Beer-sheba. 

And Joash did that which was right in the sight of the Lord all the days 
of Jehoiada the priest. 

Bat the high places were not taken away : the people still sacrificed and 
burnt incense in the high places. 

And Jehoiada took for him two wives ; and he begat sons and 
daughters. 

And it came to pass after this, that Joash was minded to repair the house 
of the Lord. 

And he gathered tc^ther the priests and the Levites, and said to them, 
Go cat mito the cities of Judah, and gather of all Israel money to repair 
the house of your God from year to year, and see that ye hasten the matter. 
Howbeit the Levites hastened it not. 

And the king called for Jehoiada the chief, and said unto him, Why hast 
thim not required of the Levites to bring in out of Judah and out of Jeru- 
salem the collection, according to the commandment of Moses the servant 
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of the Lord, and of the congregatif»n of Israel, for the tabernacle of 
witness ? 

For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken up the house 
of God ; and also all the dedicated things of the house of the Lord did 
they bestow upon Baalim. 

And Jehoash said to the priests, All the money of the dedicated things 
that is brought into the house of the Lord, even the money of every one 
that passeth the account, the money that every man is set at, and all the 
money that cometh into any man's heart to bring into the house of the 
Lord, 

Let the priests take it to them, every man of his acquaintance : and let 
them repair the breaches of the house, wheresover any breach shall be 
found. 

But it was so, that in the three and twentieth year of king Jehoash the 
priests had not repaired the breaches of the house. 

Then king Jehoash called for Jehoiada the priest, and the other priests, 
and said unto them, Why repair ye not the breaches of the houSe ? now 
therefore receive no more money of your acquaintance, but deliver it for the 
breaches of the house. 

And the priests consented to receive no more money of the people, 
neither to repair the breaches of the house. 

But Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and bored a hole in the lid of it, 
and set it beside the altar, on the right side as one cometh into the house 
of the Lord : and the priests that kept the door put therein all the money 
that was brought into the house of the Lord. 

And they made a proclamation through Judah and Jerusalem, to bring 
in to the Lord the collection that Moses the servant of God laid upon Israel 
in the wilderness. 

And all the princes and all the people rejoiced, and brought in, and cast 
into the chest, until they had made an end. 

Now it came to pass, that at what time the chest was brought unto the 
king's office by the hand of the Levites, and when they saw that there was 
much money ; the king's scribe and the high priest's officer came and 
emptied the chest, and took it, and carried it to his place again. Thus they 
did day by day, and gathered money in abundance. 

And the king and Jehoiada gave it to such as did the work of the service 
of the house of the Lord, and hired masons and carpenters to repair the 
house of the Lord, and also such as wrought iron and brass to mend the 
house of the Lord. * 

So the workmen wrought, and the work was perfected by them, and they 
set the house of God in his state, and strengthened it 

And when they had finished it, they brought the rest of the money before 
the king and Jehoiada, whereof were made vessels for the house of the 
Lord, even vessels to minister, and to offer withal, and spoons, and vessels 
of gold and silver. And they offered burnt offerings in the house of the 
Lord continually all the days of Jehoiada. 

Comment. — Nothing could begin better or more hopefully than 
the reign of the young king Jehoash or Joash, bred up in the Temple 
under the care of the holy Jehoiada, the high priest, who governed 
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the country for him during his early childhood. Still, corruption 
had taken deep root among the people of Judah ; the high places or 
altars on the hills still remained ; and so entirely had even the 
priests learnt to acquiesce in the King's having numerous wives, that 
Jehoiada himself gave two to the young king — probably to prevent 
his marrying a heathen princess. 

But the great work of Joash's reign was the repair of the Temple, 
which in the time of the sons of Athaliah» namely Ahaziah and his 
brethren, had been greatly misused, and allowed to fall into decay. 
At first the King conmianded the priests and Levites to use for this 
purpose ** the money of everyone that passeth the account, the 
money that every man is set at" This was the half-shekel paid at 
the nimibering of the people by way of atonement (Ex. xxx. 13) 
— the same half-shekel that apparently had been neglected at 
David's numbering. It seems that the census had become yearly, 
and from this time forth the atonement-money was always devoted 
to repairing the Temple, as it was when, in our Blessed Lord's time, 
He worked the wonder of the coin in the fish's mouth to supply the 
sum required for Peter and Himself (Matt. xvii. 34), To this was 
to be added the money for the free-will offerings and dedicated 
things, that of the sin and trespass offerings being left to the priests 
for themselves. 

But when three-and-twenty years passed away, and nothing had 
been done, either from the slackness of the people or of the priests, 
then the King took the matter into his own hands, and undertook 
himself to collect the money and make the repairs. The sums for 
the numbering he kept. He also made a proclamation calling on 
the people to contribute ; and Jehoiada set up a chest with a 
hole in the lid in the court of the Temple, where any man might 
unseen cast in his offering. Such chests were ever after placed 
in the Temple courts. It was into one of these that our Lord 
saw the poor widow casting in her two mites (Luke xxi. 2), and 
it is in imitation of these that our churches have their alms-boxes. 
It is a very blessed kind of charity that may be exercised through 
these, since none need know of it, save the Father who seeth in 
secret. 

And by the urgency of the King, enough money was collected to 
restore the Temple once more to glory and beauty, and to reaew 
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all the bowls and other instruments required at the sacrifices, which 
had been taken away in the time of Athaliah. And thus the 
Temple was once more brought back to serve to God's honour 
and glory. 

LESSON XLV. 

JEHOAHArS REIGN AND yo ASH'S APOSTASY. 

B.C. 856. — 2 Kings xiii. 1—7 ; 2 Chron. xxiv. 15 — 26. 

In the three and twentieth year of Joash the son of Ahaziah king of 
Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and 
reigned seventeen years. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and followed 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin ; he 
departed not therefrom. 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he delivered 
them into the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad 
the son of Hazael, all their days. 

And Jehoahaz besought the Lord, and the Lord hearkened unto him : 
for he saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed 
them. 

(And the Lord gave Israel a saviour, so that they went out from under 
the hand of the Syrians : and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents, 
as beforetime. 

Nevertheless they departed not from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, 
who made Israel sin, but walked therein : and there remained the grove* 
also in Samaria. ) 

Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz hut fifty horsemen, and ten 
chariots, and ten thousand footmen ; for the king of Syria had destroyed 
them, and had made them like the dust by threshing. 

But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when he died ; an hundred 
and thirty years old was he when he died. 

And they buried him in the city of David among the kings, because he 
had done good in Israel, both toward God, and toward his house. 

Now after the death of Tehoiada came the princes of Judah, and made 
obeisance to the king. Then the king hearkened unto them. 

And they left the house of the Lord God of their fathers, and served 
groves and idols : and wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their 
trespass. 

Yet he sent prophets to them, to bring them again unto the Lord ; and 
thev testified against them : but they would not give ear. 

And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the 
priest, which stood ahove the people, and said unto them. Thus saith God, 
Why transgress ye the commandments of the Lord, that ye cannot prosper? 
because ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath also forsaken you. 

* The pillar of wood. 
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And they conspired against him, and stoned him with stones at the com- 
mandment of the king in the court of the house of the Lord. 

Thus Joash the king remembered not the kindness which Jehoiada his 
father had done to him^ but slew his son. And when he died, he said, The 
Lord look upon it, and require it 

And it came to pass at the end of the year, that the host of Syria came 
up against him : and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all 
the princes of the people from among the people, and sent all the spoil of 
them unto the king of Damascus. 

For the army of the Syrians came with a small company of men, and the 
Lord delivered a very great host into their hand, because they had for- 
saken the Lord God of their fathers. So they executed judgment 
against Joash. 

And when they were departed from him, (for they left him in great 
diseases,) his own servants conspired against him for the blood of the 
sons of Jehoiada the priest, and slew him on his bed, in Millo, and 
he died : and they buried him in the city of David, but they buried him 
not in the sepulchres of the kings. 

And these are they that conspired against him; Zabad the son of 
Shimeath an Ammonitess, ana Jehozabad the son of Shimrith a 
Moabitess. 



Comment. — In b.c. 856, the same in which Joash carried out his 
repairs of the Temple, Jehu the Avenger died, and Israel came 
under his son Jehoahaz, who was of the usual ungodly character of 
the Israelite kings, not indeed worshipping Baal, but persisting in 
the calf-worship, and retaining the wooden pillar of Ashtoreth at 
Samaria. Hazael of Syria, so long appointed the executioner of 
God's vengeance, fulfilled all the dreadful prophecies of Elisha, 
together with his son, whom he had named after the old race of 
the kings of Syria, Benhadad. 

Then Jehoahaz prayed to the Lord, and deliverance was granted 
in mercy, even after these transgressions. A saviour — ^by which a 
brave captain is probably meant — ^was raised up, and peace was 
restored ; though, so diminished was the strength of Israel, that 
the King had but ten chariots and fifty horsemen left, so utterly 
trampled down like dust on a threshing-floor had Israel become. 
And be it remembered, Elisha was still alive, beholding the accom- 
plishment of all that had been foretold through his master and 
himself. 

But there was a far sadder sight to come. Good Jehoiada, the 
priest who had sheltered and restored the child of the house of 
David and destroyed Baal's worship out of the land of Judah^ died 
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at on extraordinary old age, and in honour of his services was 
buried in the tombs of the kings, the only graves within the city of 
Jenisalan. No sooner was he dead than the chiefs of Judah, who 
had never wholly put away their idolatry, came about the King, and 
apparently flattered him on the liberty he had gained in being rid of 
the old man who had governed him so long. We can well believe 
that they made him ashamed of being brought up more like a 
priest than a prince, and that he feared to show himself scrupulous. 
Perhaps they told him it was the narrow fancy of the priests that 
forbade any worship save at Jerusalem, and that it became a king 
to be wider and more liberal in feeling. At any rate, Joash was led 
away by them to permit and join in their idolatry; and when, imder 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Zechariah, Jehoiada's son, and 
thus probably his own cousin, stood forth above the people — ^no 
doubt on the slope leading up to the altar — rebuking them for their 
idolatry, the King, ashamed, ungrateful, and passionate, completed 
his sin by encouraging the tumult in which the holy man was slain 
where he stood. 

It is to this horrible deed that our Lord is thought by many to 
refer, when He says — " That upon you may come all the righteous 
blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew 
between the temple and the altar." It is supposed that Jehoiada 
was also called Barachiah. But as this was by no means the 
last of the murders committed by the Jews, others think that 
the Zacharias here mentioned was the father of John the Baptist, 
who had been killed in the Temple shortly before our Lord 
spoke. There is, however, this resemblance between Zachariah's 
death and Abel's — that as AbeFs blood called for vengeance, 
Zachariah said in the spirit of prophecy, " The Lord require 
it" He was a Jewish martyr, not a Christian calling for forgive- 
ness for his murderers. The vengeance was not long in coming. 
Hitherto the Syrians had never attacked Judah, only the kings of 
Judah had sometimes assisted Israel against them. Now the 
weakened state of Israel, trampled and threshed to dust, opened 
a way for the Syrian armies, and a very little band came, perhaps on 
a foray, against Judah. To their amazement, " a very great host " 
the once unconquerable men of Judah were utterly routed by 
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them, and they were able to advance to Jerusalem, and, as it appears 
by the Book of Kings, carried off many prisoners and spoil of gold 
and silver, which the King gave them from the Temple he had once 
enriched. He himself was sore diseased and helpless, the servants 
whom he had preferred to the holy men who had brought him up 
now turned agrainst him, and as he lay sick and helpless on his bed 
in Millo, namely the castle on Mount Zion, two men with heathen 
mothers killed him in the fortieth year of his reign and forty- 
seventh of his age. And while the noble priest Jehoiada lay buried 
in the tombs of David, Joash was not reckoned worthy to sleep 
among them. He is a sad warning that it is not enough to be 
brought up well, nor to begin well, but that a dangerous time comes 
when our earliest friends are taken from us, and that we must never 
cease to watch. 



LESSON XLVI. 

THE DEATH OF ElISHA. 

B.C 850. — 2 Kings xiii. 9 — 11, 14—25. 

And Jehoahaz slept with his fathers ; and they buried him in Samaria : 
and Joash his son reigned in his stead. 

In the thirty and seventh year of Joash king of Judah began Jehoash 
the son of Jehoahaz to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen 
years. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord ; he de- 
parted not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel sin : but he walked therein. 

• • • * • • 

Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died. And Joash 
the king of Israel came down unto him, and wept over his face, and said, O 
my father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 

And Elisha said unto him, Take bow and arrows. And he took unto 
him bow and arrows. 

And he said to the king of Israel, Put thine hand upon the bow. And 
he put his hand upon it : and Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands. 

And he said, Open the window eastward. And he opened it. Then 
£llisha said. Shoot. And he shot. And he said, The arrow of the 
Lord's deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria : for thou 
shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them. 

And he said, Take the arrows. And he took them. And he said unto 
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the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice^ and 
stayed. 

And the man of God was wroth with him, and said. Thou shouldest haye 
smitten five cr six times ; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst 
consumed it : whereas now thou shalt smite Sjrria but thrice. 

And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the bands of the Moabites 
invaded the land at the coming in of the year. 

And it came to pass, as they were burying a man, that, behold, they 
spied a band of men ; and they cast the man into the sepulchre of 
Elisha : and when the man was let down, and touched the bones of 
Elisha, he revived, and stood up on his feet 

But Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. 

And the Lord was gracious unto them, and had compassion on them, 
and had respect unto them, because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, and would not destroy them, neither cast he them from his pre- 
sence as yet. 

So Hazael king of Syria died ; and Ben-hadad his son il^igned in his 
stead. 

And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of Ben- 
hadad the son of Hazael the cities, which he had taken out of the hand of 
Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times did Joash beat him, and recovered 
the cities of Israel. 

Comment. — Returning to the kingdom of Samaria, we find that 
the death of Jehoahaz, B.C. 856, had placed on the throne his 
son, another Jehoash, or Joash, named perhaps in honour of the 
king of Judah, who must have been at the height of his prosperity 
at the time of the birth of this third of the house of Jehu. Joash of 
Samaria did not rise above the sins of his family. He too followed 
the worship of the calves, but though disobedient in his manner of 
worship, he did not, any more than his father and grandfather, dis- 
own the true Lord God of Israel, and he honoured and esteemed 
the great prophet Elisha. 

It seems, however, as if Elijah and Elisha had been specially 
raised up to strive against the worship of Baal with the house of' 
Ahab, for after the extermination by Jehu, Elisha never again seems 
to have come forward, although he lived about thirty-five years after 
it. He was probably teaching in the schools of the prophets, and 
fostering that spirit which, under the guidance of God the Holy 
Ghost, revealed itself soon after in the writings by which we still 
profit. Such was the honour and reverence in which he was 
held, that his presence was felt as a sort of protection, and when he 
lay sick unto death King Joash came to see him, and wept over him, 
lamenting in the very words that Elisha himself had used when he 
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beheld Elijah taken up into heaven ; meaning perhaps that the aged 
prophet was as much to Israel as ever Elijah could have been, and 
that their strength and safety were going with him. 

Then Elisha put the King's faith to a test He bade him open 
the window to the eastward, the direction whence his Syrian foes 
came, and take his bow and arrows. The King obeyed ; the dying 
prophet laid his hand on the arrow, and bade him shoot. " The 
arrow of the Lord's deliverance," said the prophet The Lord 
could deliver those who had faith in Him, without chariots, or 
horses, or prophets. Then he bade the King go on shooting his 
arrows upon the ground, with the bow thus blessed. But Joash's 
faith was not sufficient. He could not simply trust the prophet's 
word ; he seems to have meant to hiunour the old man, but to have 
thought him weak and doting, for he shot only three times. Then 
he found that God had made the blessing and the victory to depend 
on his faith and obedience. He was merely to have three victories. 
Had he persevered in shooting he would have subdued the Syrians. 
So it is that the turning-points of our lives come to us in what seem 
little trifles that we do not heed. Let us remember that though we 
never know which arrows may be the pledges of our victories, yet 
our conduct on each little point is that which forms our character 
for conquest or defeat. 

And so died the great prophet Elisha, the likeness both of the 
Saviour and of His Church ; and he was to foreshow his Lord in 
another manner. He was buried as usual in a rock-hewn tomb, 
and swathed in linen. The next year, as a funeral procession was 
going forth, one of the robber bands of the Moabites and Am- 
monites were seen hovering about. The mourners hastily thrust the 
corpse into the tomb of Elisha, but no sooner had the body touched 
the bones of the prophet, than the dead revived and stood on his 
feet It is of this that the Preacher says (Ecclus. xlviii. 13) : " No 
word could overcome him, and after his death his body prophesied'' 
— ^** prophesied " here meaning " worked wonders." 

To us, this wonder speaks of the touch of the Body of Christ 
Jesus, quickening or making alive by His death. It speaks also 
of the manner in which many a dead, cold heart is brought to life 
by contact with the holy thoughts and writings of good men, who, 
being dead, yet speak. 
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LESSON XLVIL 

THE WAR OF AMAZIAH WITH EDOM. 

B.C. 839. — 2 CHRON. XXV. 1 — 13. 

Amaziah was twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was 
Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 

And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, but not with a 
perfect heart. 

Now it came to pass, when the kingdom was established to him, that he 
slew his servants that had killed the king his father. 

But he slew not their children, but did as it is written in the law in the 
book of Moses, where the Lord commanded, saying. The fathers shall not 
die fer the children, neither shall the children die for the fathers, but every 
man shall die for his own sin. 

Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together, and made them captains 
over thousands, and captains over hundreds, according to the houses of 
their fathers, throughout all Judah and Benjamin : and he numbered them 
from twenty years old and above, and found them three hundred thousand 
choice men, able to go forth to war, that could handle spear and shield. 

He hired also an hundred thousand mighty men of valour out of Israel 
for an hundred talents of silver. 

But there came a man of God to him, saying, O king, let not the army 
of Israel go with thee ; for the Lord is not with Israel, to wit, with all the 
children of Ephraim. 

But if thou wilt go, do it, be strong for the battle : God shall make thee 
fall before the enemy : for God hath power to help, and to cast down. 

And Amaziah said to the man of God, But what shall we do for the 
hundred talents which I have given to the army of Israel ? And the man 
of God answered. The Lord is able to give thee much more than this. 

Then Amaziah separated them, to wit, the army that was come to him 
out of Ephraim, to go home again : wherefore their anger was greatly 
kindled against Judah, and they returned home in great anger. 

And Amaziah strengthened himself, and led forth his people, and went 
to the valley of Salt, and smote of the children of Seir ten thousand, and 
took Selah * by war, and called the name of it Joktheel + unto this day. 

And other ten thousand left alive did the children of Judah carry away 
captive, and brought them unto the top of the rock, and cast them down 
from the top of the rock, that they all were broken in pieces. 

But the soldiers of the army which Amaziah sent back, that they should 
not go with him to battle, fell upon the cities of Judah, from Samaria even 
unto Beth-horon, and smote three thousand of them, and took much spoil. 

* Tht Rock. t The Lord hath conquered. 
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Comment. — Amaziah, who succeeded his father Joash, was but 
too like him in a want of firmness of character that prevented both 
from persevering to the end. But his early life was brave and 
prosperous. He justly punished the murderers of his father, but 
took heed to the command in the Book of Deuteronomy (iv. i6) 
that the children should not be put to death for the crime of their 
parents. He had, however, not a perfect heart; there was already 
the beginning of evil within him, and unchecked evil, however 
small at first, proves ruin at last. 

Why he went to war with the Edomites does not appear. They 
had been subject to Judah from David's time to Jehoram's, but 
then had revolted all through the idolatrous time. Very likely they 
had taken advantage of the successful inroad of the Syrians to 
make attacks upon Judah ; or it might have been that Amaziah, 
finding himself at the head of so large a body of warriors, hoped to 
reduce them again to be a tributary nation. Israel was becoming 
prosperous while Joash was gaining his three victories, and Amaziah 
increased his army by hiring 100,000 Israelite soldiers for 100 
talents of silver. But the armies of the Lord were not to be 
stained by the presence of the ungodly, and a prophet came to the 
King to warn him against trusting to them. First he bade Amaziah 
dismiss the Israelites, because the God whom they had forsaken 
would not be with them ; and then added, with irony like that of 
Micaiah to Ahab, that if he would take them, then he had need to 
be very strong indeed. Then God would fight against him, then he 
would foil ; but without the thousands of Israel, God was sufficient 
to give the victory. Amaziah listened, but asked what he should 
do for his 100 talents. " Let them go," the prophet answered; "God 
can give thee much more." And, happily for the army of Judah, 
Amaziah had faith to heed the prophet and separate his army 
from the Israelites — hired warriors, savage, and thirsting only for 
plunder, who no doubt would have soon fallen on their allies, if not 
betrayed them to the foe. 

Any loss is better than disobedience or evil companionship, and 
there may be many times in our lives when it would be well if we 
thought of Amaziah's 100 talents. His march was into the valley of 
Salt, south of the Dead Sea, towards Mount Seir, the inheritance of 
Edom. Here lay their chief city, Selah, which means "a rock^" and 
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which long after was better known as Petra, the Latin translation 
of its name. It is on a hill in a narrow mountain-valley of sharp, 
steep rocks, where the most wonderful workmanship has been exer- 
cised in carving not only tombs, but temples, houses, and theatres 
in the living rock. The date of most of these remains is much later, 
but some of the work must have been begun, and the strength of 
the place by nature is wonderful. Amaziah was one of the very few 
conquerors who ever made his way thither, up ravine winding out 
of ravine, and he acknowledged the Divine help by newly naming 
it " The Lord hath conquered." 

But he did not make a good num^i use of his victory. The 
10,000 slain in battle died rightly, but he threw 10,000 more from 
the top of their own rocks, and no doubt it was as a judgment for 
this barbarity that his own country was not defended from the 
savage cruelty of the Israelites he had dismissed, who, though 
they had had their pay, were so furious at missing the spoil of 
Edom that on their return they ravaged Judah from Beth-horon 
to Samaria. 



LESSON XLVIII. 

AMAZIAH'S WAR WITH JO ASH, 

B.C. 826.-2 Chron. XXV. 14—28. 

Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah was come from the slaughter of 
the Edomites, that he brought the gods of the children of Seir, and set 
them up to be his gods, and bowed down himself before them, and burned 
incense unto them. 

Wherefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against Amaziah, and he 
sent unto him a prophet, which said unto him, Why hast thou sought after 
the gods of the people, which could not deliver their own people out of 
thine hand? 

And it came to pass, as he talked with him, that the king said unto him. 
Art thou made of the king's counsel ? forbear ; why shouldest thou be 
smitten ? Then the prophet forbare, and said, I know that God hath deter- 
mined to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, and hast not hearkened 
unto my counsel. 

Then Amaziah king of Judah took advice, and sent to Joash, the son of 
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us see one 
another in the face.* 

* Meet in battle. 
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And Joash king of Israel, sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, The 
thistle Uiat was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, 
Give thy daughter to my son to wife : and there passed by a wild beast that 
was in X.ebanon, and trode down the thistle. 

Thou sayest, Lo, thou hast smitten the Edomites; and thine heart 
lifteth thee up to boast : abide now at home ; why shouldest thou meddle 
to thine hurt, that thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Judah with thee ? 

But Amaziah would not hear ; for it came of God, that he might deliver 
them into the hand of their enemies, because they sought after the gods of 
Edom. 

So Joash the king of Israel went up ; and they saw one another in the 
face, both he and Amaziah king of Judah, at Beth-shemesh, which 
lielongeth to Judah. 

And Judah was put to the worse before Israel, and they fled every man 
to his tent. 

And Joash the king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of 
Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, at Beth-shemesh, and brought him to Jeru- 
salem, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate ot Ephraim to 
the comer gate, four hundred cubits. 

And he took all the gold and the silver,, and all the vessels that were 
found in the house of God with Obed-edom, and the treasures of the king's 
house, the hostages * also, and returned to Samaria. 

And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived after the death of 
Joash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years. 

Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, first and last, behold, are they not 
written in the bock of the kings of Judah and Israel ? 

Now after the time that Amaziah did turn away from following the 
Lord they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem ; and he fled to 
Lachish : but they sent to Lachisn after him, and slew him there. 

And they brought him upon horses, and buried him with his fathers in 
the city of Judah. 

Comment. — ^A change greatly for the worse came over Amaziah 
during his inroad into Edom. Perhaps it was that his victory filled 
him with pride, " and his soul which is lifted up is not right in him" 
(Hah. ii 4). Or he may in the muster of his army have fallen in 
with some such chiefs of Judah as those who had led astray his 
father before him, and who probably made him ashamed of having 
listened to the prophet's counsel and sent home the Israelite allies, 
especially as that dismissal had ended in the devastation of Judah. 
At any rate, after his cruel slaughter of the Edomites, he took their 
idols out of Petra and adopted them for himself. It is not unlikely 
that he thought to appease them after this murder of their votaries, 
and it is also possible that they were idolatrous emblems like the 

* Men who were to be kept in his hands as pledges for the peaceable behaviour of their 
countrymen. 
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calves, rather than absolute rival deities, since the sons of Esau 
never seem entirely to have lost the old patriarchal faith. How- 
ever, that the King of Judah should bow down to them and burn 
incense to them was an insult to the Lord, for which he was 
rebuked by a prophet. Very different was his answer now : " Who 
made thee of the king's counsel?" The prophet said no more, 
save to utter a prediction of Amaziah's ruin. 

The King then, by the advice of his evil counsellors, who had pro- 
bably prompted his answer to the prophet, prepared his army and 
sent a challenge to Joash, probably intending to take vengeance for 
the ravages of the hired soldiers whom he had dismissed. There 
had not been war between the two sister kingdoms for more than a 
century, not since the wars of Asa and Baasha, and this foolish 
challenge of Amaziah laid the foundation of bitterness and enmity 
that did much to hasten the ruin of both. Jo^h had prospered 
and become a powerful king, and he replied to Amaziah's defiance 
with a scornful parable. 

The thorn — rightly meaning the contemptible bramble — ventured 
to compare itself with the cedar of Lebanon, but while it was send- 
ing proposals of marriage to the majestic tree, it was itself trodden 
to pieces. Joash, with a wise man's view to the need of unity, 
advised Amaziah not to force him to be his destruction ; but 
Amaziah, like Rehoboam before him, was full of vanity, and 
attended to his evil counsellors, rushing upon his own destruction. 
The battle was at Bethshemesh, on the borders between Judah and 
Dan : the presumption of Amaziah met its reward in a total defeat, 
and he was himself made prisoner. The later Jewish historian 
adds that he was carried to Jerusalem, and that Joash threatened 
to put him to death unless the city were surrendered, and this 
explains its being given up without a siege. He seems at that time 
to have had no son, and the house of David was very precious to 
the men of Judah. So Jerusalem was given up to Joash, who 
broke down a long piece of the northern fortifications, and carried 
away with him the treasures of the palace and the Temple, even 
those ancient vessels which had been with the ark in the house of 
Obed-edom. 

So signally were Amaziah's inconstancy, idolatry, and presump- 
punisbed. He was released by Joash, but it is to be inferred 
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that he did not repent, for his kingdom continued in a very 
depressed state, and at last, like his father Joash, he was murdered 
by his own subjects at Lachish, about thirty-five miles from Jeru- 
salem, whither he was brought back on horses, or rather in his 
chariot drawn by his own horses. He is the last of the three kings 
omitted in St. Matthew's genealogy, as being the three generations 
tainted by Athaliah's blood— -Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah ; and it 
is remarkable that all three died violent and shameful deaths, 
which they had brought upon themselves. 



LESSON XLIX. 

yEROBOAM II. AND THE PROPHETS. 

B.C. 825. — 2 Kings xiv. 23—28. 

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah, Jero- 
boam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and 
reigned forty and one years. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord : he departed 
not from all the sins of Jerohoam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 

He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the 
sea of the plain, according to the word of the Lord God of Israel, which 
he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet, 
which was of Gath-hepher. 

For the Lord saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter : for 
there was not any shut up,* nor any left, nor any helper for Israel. 

And the Lord said not that he would blot out the name of Israel from 
under heaven : but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of 
Joash. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that he did, and his might, 
how he warred, and how he recovered Damascus, and Hamath, which 
belonged to Judah, for Israel, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel ? 

Comment. — Joash of Israel was succeeded by his son, who bore 
the same name as the king who had " made Israel to sin." It was a 
bad sign, for it showed that this wicked man was now looked up to 
with honour as founder of the kingdom. The second Jeroboam was, 
however, heir to the promise that God would give Israel a Saviour 
and raise them up. They had been punished for their idolatry. 

* In reserve. 
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Now in His mercy God would try whether prosperity would win 
them to Him. So Jeroboam II. was a great conqueror, who not only 
rescued the kingdom of Samaria from the Syrians, but carried the 
war into their country, and conquered the two Syrian cities of 
Hamath and Damascus, which had belonged to Judah in the great 
days of David and Solomon. Jeroboam's reign was remarkable, too, 
as the beginning of the great prophetic times. There had been 
prophets ever since Samuel, but what they had written had been 
either historical records, or else Psalms for the Temple service. 
Now, however, about five-and-twenty years after the death of 
Elisha, there arose no less than five prophets, two of whom date 
their books by the reign of Jeroboam II., and one is actually men- 
tioned in the history of his time. These are : Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
Obadiah, and Jonah. At the very time when Israel seemed to be 
strongest, reviving from her decay and spreading her power further 
than ever before, God was sending warning upon warning of her 
approaching ruin. She would not repent, and therefore her fall 
should be piteous, and yet never without hope. 

* First then Hosea was called, and was bidden to choose a wife 
whose faithlessness to her husband would be like in some measure 
to the faithlessness of Israel to their God. The nation with whom 
God had made a covenant were in a manner bound to Him as a 
wife is bound to her husband, and their going after other gods was 
like a wife a leaving her husband. Now Hosea's own name meant 
" Salvation" : it is the second part of the name Jehoshua — ^Joshua — 
Jesus. Therefore he and his faithless wife were to represent God 
Himself and the Israelitish congregation. When their first son 
was bom — 

The Lord said unto him, Call his name Jezreel ; for yet a little while, 
and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will 
cause to cease the kingdom of the house of Israel. 

And it shall come to pass at that day, that I will break the bow of Israel 
in the valley of Jezreel. 

And she bare a daughter. And God said unto him, Call her name Lo- 
ruhamah : for I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel ; but I 
will utterly take them away. 

But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by 
the Lord their God, and will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by 
battle, by horses, nor by horsemen. 

* Not for the little ones. 
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Now when she had weaned Lo'iuhamah, she bare a son. 

Then said God, Call his name Lo-ammi : for ye are not ray people, and 
I will not be your God. 

Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be measured nor numbered ; and it shall come to pass, that in 
the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall 
be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God. 

Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered 
together, and appoint themselves one head, and they shall come up out of 
the land : for great shall be the day of Jezreel. 

Jezreel was the name of Ahab's city, the scene of Jehu's cruelty, 
which was now to be avenged. Jezreel means " The Lord will 
scatter," and the child being so called implied that scattering and 
destruction should fall on the children of faithless Israel in the 
valley of Jezreel itself. Their bow should be broken ; as if alluding 
to Jehu's bow which shot Joram in that very valley, in the success 
he used so ilL 

Then when the daughter was bom she was called Lo-ruhamah, 
** Not pitied nor favoured." For Israel had sinned beyond endur- 
ance, and the time of judgment, not of mercy, was coming — though 
faithful Judah should find mercy. And when a second son followed, 
his name, Lo-ammi, meant " Not My people," for Israel should be 
cast off, and God would be no more their God. 

Yet in two more verses comes a wondrous promise, renewing 
that to Abraham that his children should be as the sand of the sea 
for multitude ; and more, that they should be the children of the 
living God. St. Paul knew this true meaning of the prophecy, and 
brought it home to those whom he was making the sons of the 
living God by baptism (Rom. ix. 24 — 26) : — 

Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the 
Gentiles. 

As he saith also in Hosea, I will call them my people, which were not my 
people ; and her beloved, which was not beloved. 

And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, 
Ye are not my people ; there shall they be called the children of the living 
God. 

St. Peter knew it too, when he wrote to his converts : " Which in 
time past were not a people, but are now the people of God : which 
had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercjr" (i Pet. ii. 10). 
These two were true sons of Judah and Israel, who had indeed 
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appointed themselves one Head, even Christ, the Head of the 
Church, And great shall be the day of Jezreel — the Lord hath scat- 
lewd ; then should He gather together. Or again : Naboth's blood 
was *hed at Jezreel. There shall be a great day when all the inno- 
cent who have been slain shall rise, and vengeance shall be done 
on their enemies ; and full compensation for all their wrongs shall 
be theirs. Great shall be the day of JezreeL 




LESSON L. 

HOSEA*S SONG OF THE FORGIVEN WIFE* 

HosEA ii. and iii. {abridged). 

About B.C. 820. — In the happier days of Israel^ Solomon had 
sung of the congregation of Israel^ the Churchy as the bride bound 
to her heavenly spouse^ God Himself. Now Hosea is taught to 
put forth a poem in which the unfaithfulness of the wife of ten par- 
doned by her husband is made a figure of the manner in which the 
people bound to God by covenant again and again deserted Him. 
His punishment and His mercy are both shown. 

Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi ; 

And to your sisters, Ruhamah. 

Plead with your mother, plead : 

For she is not my wife, neither am I her husband. 

♦ ♦♦*♦« 

For she said, I will go after my lovers, that give me my bread and 

my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink. 
Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns, 
And make a wall, that she shall not find her paths. 
And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake 

them ; 
And she shall seek them, but shall not find them : 
Then shall she say, I will go and return to my first husband ; 
For then was it better with me than now. 
For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, afc.— 

multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared for Baal. 
Therefore will I return, and take away my com in the time therfc 

and my wine in the season thereof, and will recover my w « 

and my flax given to cover her. 

• Not for the younger ones. 
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And now will I discover her folly* in the sight of her lovers, 

And none shall deliver her out of mine hand. 

I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast-days, her new 
moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. 

And I will destroy her vines and her fig-trees, whereof she hath said, 

These are my rewards that my lovers have given me : 

And I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field shall eat them. 

And I will visit upon her the days of Baalim, t wherein she burned 
incense to them, and she decked herself with her ear-rings and 
her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith 
the Lord. 

Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilder- 
ness, and speak comfortably unto her. 

And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of 
Achor for a door of hope : 

And she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth, and as in the 
day when she came up out of the land of Egypt. 
♦ ♦♦♦*♦ 

And I will betroth thee unto me for ever ; 

Yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, 

and in loving-kindness, and in mercies. 
I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness : 
And thou shalt know the Lord. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, I will hear, saith the Lord, 
I will hear the heavens, and they shall hear the earth. 
And the earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil ; and they 
Mall hear JezreeL 

And I iwill sow her imto me in the earth ; and I will have mercy upon 
"« that had not obtained mercy ; and I will say to them which were not 
tty people, Thou art my people ; and they shall say, Thou art my God. 
• ****« 

For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and 
^thout a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and with- 
oat an ephod, and without teraphim : % 

Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their 
^» and David their king ; and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in 
we latter days. 

• 

Comment. — The names of the children are reversed in honour 
of the promise of hope. " Not my people," becomes " My people ; " 
** Not beloved/' becomes " Beloved." But with this hope, God calls 
<»them to plead with their mother, the Israelite nation, who had so 
^^elessly transgressed. Her lovers were the heathen deities— 
^aal, the god of the sun ; Ashtoreth, the goddess of the moon, 
Moloch, of the planet Saturn ; or, again, Rimmon, of pomeigranates, 
^ Baal-zebul, the god of flies. To these she had turned, calling 

• MaiginaL f Many gods. X IdoUtrous emblems, like Rachel's or Michal's. 
VOL III. i^ 
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on them, and thanking them for her wine, and her oil, and all the 
riches of the land that flowed with milk and honey. 

Therefore a dreadful loneliness should come upon her. All her 
former ways should be closed up ; she should vainly call on her self- 
chosen gods. Like a woman led away from her home and then 
deserted, she would feel the loss of all the comforts and joys she had 
known, and after calling in vain for the lover who had grown weary 
of her and deserted her 1 It is a terrible picture of desolation, this 
sinful wife wandering lonely in the desert, and at last recollecting 
that it was her husband who gave her all things richly to enjoy, 
and which she had lavished on strangers who had left her to her- 
self. And when she says " I will return," it is as with the son in the 
parable, who said, " I will arise and go to my Father." The hus- 
band, who loves her all the time, is watching to restore her. He 
has only waited for her to own him and turn back to him. His 
voice is heard speaking comfortably to her. She has wandered into 
a desert. It is like the wilderness of old. The way home — the 
Valley of Achor, or " troubling," where Achan was stoned (Josh. vii. 
20), was the entrance to the promised land — her home. It should 
again be her door of hope, and she shall sing there as in the happy 
days when she came home as a bride, the days of comfort and joy ! 
There should be a restoration renewing those great days ! It is the 
prophecy of the restoration after the Babylonish captivity, when 
all of Israel who were worthy returned with Judah. It is more ; it 
is the history of the dealings of God with every soul bound to Him, 
who sins, goes into a far country after the tempters, feels their 
failure, and turns back to the Lord, to find the vale of troubling a 
door of hope, and to be brought back to the true home. 

And in a later verse follows the assurance of the union of our 
Lord with His Church. The renmant of the true Israel, the 
Apostles and believers, were the continuation of that repentant 
Church to which He has spoken all along by Hosea. To that 
Church He is betrothed for ever in the great mysterious union of 
Christ and His Church. And the remnant, the disciples who 
formed that Church, were sown — scattered in all lands^ — and from 
them has the great harvest sprung up. The Gentiles, who had once 
been not beloved — not His people— are now His own beloved, and 
He is their God. 
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While as to the former people — the Jews and the Israelites — 
here is the exact prophecy of their state. Like a wife living 
secluded because she will not own her true lord, they have been 
many, many years without a king, without a prince, without sacri- 
fices, and likewise without idolatry, living their wonderful separate 
life. But Hosea holds out the hope that in after-times they will yet 
turn back — seek to David their king — the Son of David, and fear 
God in the latter days. And that was St. Paul's hope. 

This is only Hosea's first poem of prophecy. It was probably 
given early in Jeroboam's reign, in the time of prosperity. Others 
followed, for his course of prophecy lasted seventy years. 



LESSON LI. 

yOEL'S SONG OF THE LOCUSTS* 

Joel i. and ii. {abridged.) 

B.C. 810. — At the same time with Hosea lived the prophet Joel, 
who is thought to have been a prophet of Judah^ as Hosea was of 
JsraeL He does not date his book, but the time of it is gathered 
from the certainty that he was before Amos, who exactly notes the 
time of his first prophecy. It is at first sight a description of the 
terrible ravages of the locust. 

Tell ye your children of it, 

And let your children tell their children, 

And their children another generation. 

That which the palmer-worm hath left hath the locust eaten ; 

And that which the locust hath left hath the canker-worm eaten ; 

And that which the canker-worm hath left hath the caterpillar eaten. 

Awake, ye drunkards, and weep ; 

And howl, all ye drinkers of wine, 

Because of the new wine ; for it is cut off from your mouth. 

For a nation is come up upon my land, 

Strong, and without number, 

Whose teeth are the teeth of a Uon, 

And he hath the cheek-teeth of a great lion. 

He hath laid m^ vine waste, and barked my fig-tree : 

He hath made it clean bare, and cast it away ; 

The branches thereof are made white. 

* Not for the younger ones. 
L 2 
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Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her 

youth. 
The meat-offering and the drink-offering is cut off from the house of 

the Lord ; 
The priests, the Lord's ministers, mourn. 
The field is wasted, the land moumeth ; for the com is wasted : 
The new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth. 
Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen ; 
Howl, O ye vine-dressers. 
For the wheat and for the barley ; because the harvest of the field is 

perished. 
The vine is dried up, and the fig-tree languisheth ; 
The pom^janate tree, the palm-tree also, and the apple-tree. 
Even all the trees of the field, are withered : 
Because joy is withered away from the sons of men. 

The appearance of the annies of locusts is described : — 

A fire devoureth before them ; 

And behind them a flame bumeth : 

The land is as the garden of Eden before them. 

And behind them a desolate wilderness ; 

Yea, and nothing shall escape them. 

The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses ; 

And as horsenien, so shall they run. 

Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, 

Like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, 

As a strong people set in battle array. 

Before their face the people shall be much pained : 

All faces shall gather blackness. 

They shall run like mighty men ; 

They shall climb the wall like men of war ; 

And they shall march every one on his wa)rs, 

And they shall not break their ranks : 

Neither shall one thrust another ; 

They shall walk every one in his path : 

And when they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. 

They shall run to and fro in the city ; 

They shall run upon the wall. 

They shall climb up upon the houses ; 

They shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 

• ♦♦»»» 

Therefore also now, saith the Lord, 
Turn ye even to me with all your heart, 
And with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning : 
And rend your heart, and not your garments. 
And turn unto the Lord your God : 
For he is gracious and merciful. 

Slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil. 
Who knoweth if he wall return and repent,* 

* Change His purpose. 
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And leave a blessing behind him ; 

Even a meat-offering and a drink-offering unto the Lord your 

God? 
Blow the trumpet in Zion, 
Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly : 
Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, 
Assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the 

breasts: 
Let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of 

her closet. 
Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch 

and the altar, 
And let them say, Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not thine 

heritage to reproach. 
That the heathen should rule over them : 

Wherefore should they say among the people. Where is their God ? 
Then will the Lord be jealous for his land, and pity his people : 
Yea, the Lord will answer and say unto his people, 
Behold, I will send you com, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be 

satisfied therewith : 
And I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen : . 
But I will remove far off from you the northern army, 
And will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face 

toward the east sea,* 
And his hinder part toward the utmost sea ; f 
And his stink shall come up. 

And his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things. 
Fear not, O land ; 

Be glad and rejoice : for the Lord will do great things. 
Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field : 
For the pastures of the wilderness do spring, 
For the tree*beareth her fruit, the fig-tree and the vine do 3aeld their 

strength. 
Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God : 
For he hath given you the former rain moderately, 
And he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, 

and the latter rain in the first month. 
And the floors shall be full of wheat, 
And the fats X shall overflow with wine and oiL 
And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, 
The canker-worm, and the caterpillar, and the palmer- worm, 
My great army which I sent among you. 
And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied. 
And praise the name of the Lord your God, 
That hath dealt wondrously with you : 
And my people shall never be ashamed. . 
And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
And that I am the Lord your God, and none else : 
And my people shall never be ashamed. 

* Th« Dead Sea. t The Mediterranean. X Wine vats. 
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Comment. — The description of the creatures and their habits is 
marvellous. Look back to VoL I. Book 11. Less, xiv., and it will 
be seen how closely the picture of them and of their ravages corre- 
sponds with what happens where " God's great army " of insects 
in armour is sent 'to make the land that was once like the garden of 
Eden like a desolate wilderness. Joel speaks of the miser>' and 
famine, the loss of every green thing, the moans of man and beast. ^ 

And then he turns these moans into prayers, the lamentations 
into repentance. He bids the priests proclaim a great fast to be 
kept by all the congregation. All are to assemble, not merely with 
the rent garments, the outward token of grief, but with hearts rent 
at the thought of their sin. Let the priests lead the general 
humiliation, weeping between the porch and altar, not daring to 
approach the holiest place. For did not God proclaim Himself to 
Moses as gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and repenting Him 
of the evil ? Who could say if He would not change His purpose, 
and enable His people once more to offer their thank-offerings? 
Yes, the promise of mercy is given ; God will pity His people. He 
will blow with His wind and sweep the locusts away. He will 
relieve man and beast, and restore all that had been lost, and His 
people shall once more rejoice unto Him in thanksgiving. 

There is nothing in history to tell us whether any such visitation 
of locusts ever came, or whether a fast was kept to avert them. It 
seems not unlikely that this song of warning was uttered in the last 
evil days of Amaziah, just before there was a great repentance. 
The verse " Rend your heart " is one of our own sentences of daily 
exhortation to repentance, and the whole picture of the fasting con- 
gregation has ever since served as the model of what a national 
fast to avert judgment should be. Even the place of the priests 
has fixed that of the Litany desk. . 

But there is no doubt that Joel's song meant something far more 
terrible than the locusts. He is really foretelling the coming of the 
conquering destroying armies whom Moses had long ago taught 
Israel to be in store for them (Book IL Lesson LXXII.), Deut. xxviii. 
The harassing by near neighbours they had had. The more dread- 
ful conquerors and enslavers were already mustering against the 
nation that would not repent. Four nations — palmer-worm, locust, 
canker-worm, caterpillar — not different forms of the locust, but 



LIL] JOEVS SONG OF JUDGMENT, 151 

different creatures first shadowing forth the four nations who should 
execute judgment — Assyrian, Persian, Greek, and Roman. They 
should be clad in armour, ravage the land, bear down all before 
them, take the cities ! Repentance — ^repentance alone could deal 
with them. Wherever there has been repentance, there has been 
relief and restoration. There was one great, though still only 
partial, fulfilment when Judah returned from captivity at Babylon, 
and after that return came the blessing that Joel is going to 
describe in the latter half of his wonderful poenu 



LESSON LIL* 

yOEL'S SONG OF JUDGMENT. 

B.C. 801. — ^JOEL ii. and Hi, {abridged). 

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions : and also upon the ser- 
vants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit. 
And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, 
and pillars of smoke. 

The sun shall be turned into darkness. 

And the moon into blood. 

Before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come. 

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of 

the Lord shall be delivered : 
For in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance. 
As the Lord hath said, 
And in the remnant whom the Lord shall call. 

For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again 
the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather all nations, and 
will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat,t and will plead with 
them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scat- 
tered among the nations, and parted my land. 

* * lit « * « 

« 

Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; 

Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, 

Let all the men of war draw near ; let them come up. 

Beat your plow-shares into swords. 

And your pruning-hooks into spears : 

Let the weak say, I am strong. 

Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, 

* Nt>t for the younger onee. t Judgment of God. 
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And gather yourselves together roond about : 

Thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O Lord. 

Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of 

Jehoshaphat: 
For there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about 
Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe : 
Come, get you down ; for the press is full, the fats * overflow ; 
For their wickedness is great 
Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision : 
For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 
The sun and the moon shall be darkened, 
And the stars shall withdraw their shining. 
The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, 
And utter his voice from Jerusalem ; 
And the heavens and the earth shall shake : 
But the Lord will be the hope of his people. 
And the strength of the children of Israel. 
So shall ye know that I am the Lord your God 
Dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain : 
Then shall Jerusalem be holy. 
And there shall no strangers pass through her any more. 

Comment.— St Peter himself has given us the meaning of the 
beginning of this prophecy. On the day of Pentecost, while in the 
upper chamber on Mount Zion the cloven tongues, like as of fire, 
were on the heads of the disciples — the Holy Spirit giving him 
utterance — ^he said (Acts ii.): — 

But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, baith God, I will pour out of 
my Spirit upon all flesh : and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams : 

And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those 
days of my Spirit ; and they shall prophesy : 

And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; 
blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 

The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before 
that great and notable day of the Lord come. 

It was afterward — for it was after the invasions of the four nations 
of foes, while the Jews were living at peace, that the Holy Spirit was 
poured out on all flesh — on all who would come into the Church ; 
not given as a particular inspiration to a few alone for especial pur- 
poses, but the very children and slaves should be as near to God as 
the favoured prophets of old. 

And there were wonders in those days : blood — the blood which 

* Vats — vessels to receive the grape-juica 
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the Jews said should be on them and on their children^ and the 
blood that flowed in rivers at Jerusalem. Fire — fiery tongues on 
the Apostles, fiery swords hanging over the wicked Jerusalem, 
while the voice said, " Let us depart hence." Pillars of smoke may 
perhaps mean the guidance to the Church of the same Holy Spirit 
who was in the pillar of cloud leading the congregation in the 
wilderness. The sun was turned into darkness at the Crucifixion 
of our Blessed Lord, and great darkness of despair and blood fell 
on the guilty Jews when their time of mercy was over, and they were 
entering on their dreadfiil siege by Titus, that " great and terrible 
day of the Lord." But those who called on the name of the Lord, 
namely of the Lord Jesus Christ, were saved. According to His 
promise, not a hair of their heads perished. Every Christian had 
safely escaped. From Mount Zion, that upper room where the 
Church was established, came deliverance, in the true heavenly 
Jerusalem, the Church. 

Our Lord Himself took up the prophecy in His great discourse 
of doom upon Jerusalem, but He carried it on further (Luke xxi.), 
applying it to the times when the Church on earth stands for Jeru- 
salem, and the " great and terrible day" is judgment to come. 

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars ; 
and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and the 
waves roaring : 

Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth : for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 

And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory. 

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up 
your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. 

And just thus Joel's song continues to show that there is thence- 
forth to be one great war, Christ sitting as judge over all, and all 
the heathen powers of the world surging up and arming themselves 
against Him. There is a valley outside Jerusalem, one of the long 
ravines between the hills, called the Valley of Jehoshaphat, "the 
Judgment of God," or Decision ; and the Jews, reading this pro- 
phecy literally, imagine that at the last Judgment the Messiah will 
sit enthroned at the Temple and the dead will be gathered in mul- 
titudes in that valley, and therefore it is their great desire to be 

buried there, and the whole hill-side is full of tombs. But we know 

A 
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u; viwiC i^JsrJ± is one great vale of judgment, and that the 
^>tii< >iv^ rj'tng the hearts of men, calm and still, however 
^^.iiuo*" ?«etw against Him, till there comes the cry which St. 
:■ x^iiti jiiL*La ia his vision of the last days (Rev. xiv.): — 

uvl ^viv<«\ ittJ behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like 
*^:c S.'«i o« aaan, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand 

Viiv; -uicdwr angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to 
•ill' Tioi >Jtf on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is 
*iuc Vi -i*<* to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe, 
uui '"fcc '.Itit sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth ; and the 
ait.i ^«;«*iv*ped. 

V Ki Jutocher angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also 
'la.mci sharp sickle. 

V;i^ juiother angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire ; 
uiii vf »<^ ^*^^ * ^°"^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^' ^^^ ^^^ sharp sickle, sa3ring, Thrust 
\u iji ^itarp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth ; for her 
,!*:>;* areftdly ripe. 

^ A*l the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of 
Diht otfthf and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

^'or then indeed shall the signs of the Last Judgment be seen. 
'tI?Kttthe "multitudes, multitudes" shall stand in the valley of Deci- 
ji^, and the voice of the Archangel and the trump of God shall 
^ heard. 

But for us of the true Jerusalem, if we have only held fast 
tjbrough the troublous days of the great battle, our redemption 
^weth nigh, and Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, with the 
^tes of pearl, is awaiting those who have not denied the name of 
their Lord and Saviour. 

So by these earliest of all the prophets, God hath "declared the 
end from the beginning." 



LESSON LIIL 

UZZIAH, KING OF JUDAH. 

B.C. 8lO. — 2 Chron. xxvi. 3 — 21. 

Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began to reign, and he reigned 
fifty and two years in Jerusalem. His mother's name sdso was JecoUaSi of 
em. 

he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according io 
his ££Lther Amaziah did. 



iDuale 
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And he sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in 
the visions of God : and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him to 
prosper. 

And he went forth and warred against the Philistines, and brake down 
the wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, and 
built cities about Ashdod, and among the Philistine?. 

And God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabians 
that dwelt in Gur-baal, and the Mehunims. 

And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah : and his name spread abroad 
even to the entering in of Egypt ; for he strengthened himself exceedingly. 

Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the corner gate, and at the 
valley gate, and at the turning * of the wall, and fortified them. 

Also he built towers in the desert, and digged many wells : for he had 
much cattle, both in the low country, and in the plains : husbandmen also, 
and vine-dressers in the mountains, and in Carmel : for he loved husbandry. 

Moreover Uzziah had an host of fighting men, that went out to war by 
bands, according to the number of their account by the hand of Jeiel the 
scril)e and Maaseiah the ruler, under the hand of Hananiah, one of the 
king's captains. 

The whole number of the chief of the fathers of the mighty men of 
valour were two thousand and six hundred. 

And under their hand was an armyj three hundred thousand and seven 
thousand and five hundred, that made war with mighty power, to help the 
king against the enemy. 

And Uzziah prepared for them throughout all the host shields, and spears, 
and helmets, and habergeons, f and bows, and slings to cast stones. 

And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented by cunning J men, to be on 
the towers and upon the bulwarks, to shoot arrows and great stones withal. 
And his name spread far abroad ; for he was marvellously helped, till he 
was strong. 

But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his destruction : for 
he transgressed against the Lord his God, and went into the temple of the 
Lord to bum incense upon the altar of incense. 

And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with him fourscore priests 
of the Lord, that were valiant men : 

And they withstood Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It appertaineth 
not unto thee, Uzziah, to bum incense unto the Lord, but to the priests 
the sons of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense : go out of the 
sanctuary ; for thou hast trespassed ; neither shall it be for thine honour 
from the Lord God. 

Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand to bum incense : 
and while he was wroth with the priests, the leprosy even rose up in his 
forehead before the priests in the house of the Lord, from beside the 
incense altar. 

And Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, looked upon him, and, 
behold, he was leprous in his forehead, and they thrust him out from thence ; 
yea, himself hasted also to go out, because the Lord had smitten him. 

And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt 
in a several § house, being a leper ; for he was cut off from the house of 

* Projecting comer. t Coats of mail. X Skilful. § Separate. 
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the Lord : and Jotham his son was over the king's house, judging the 
people of the land. 

Comment. — The young prince who succeeded the unhappy 
Amaziah on the throne of Judah is called Azariah in the Book 
of Kings, but Uzziah in the Book of Chronicles and by all the 
prophets who mention him. It does, indeed, seem as though the 
hope given by Joel that the Lord would " return and repent, and 
leave a blessing behind Him," were fulfilled, when, after the evil 
days at the end of Amaziah's reign, and as some think after a king- 
less time of confusion, a true-hearted prince rose up and did that 
which was right in the sight of the Lord, prospering as none had 
prospered since Jehoshaphat. After the time of depression which 
Judah and Israel had alike suffered from the Syrians, both were 
now enjoying a wonderful time of victorious prosperity. While 
Israel stretched her power even to Damascus, Judah made con- 
quests among her old enemies the Phihstines, breaking down the 
walls of their old cities Gath and Ashdod, and settling colonies 
round them to keep them in check. He likewise, as we are told in 
2 Kings xiv., rebuilt Elath, the port on the Red Sea, and restored 
it to Judah, which implies that he had power over Edom— indeed, 
the Mehunims are known to have been dwellers in Mount Seir, 
and Gur-baal is supposed to have been there likewise. The 
Ammonites brought him gifts, and he was feared even to the 
borders of Egypt, while at home he fortified Jerusalem, building 
towers for the defence of her walls and gates, apparently one at 
each corner, and strengthening them further with engines of war 
for throwing stones or beams on a besieger. He had a great, well- 
ordered army, like David and Jehoshaphat, and he likewise loved 
husbandry, and cultivated vines in Carmel, the fruitful — Abigail's 
Carmel, not Elijah's, which was in Israel. He dug wells for his 
flocks, and built towers to protect them, lest, as in Deborah's time, 
there should be the noise of archers in the places of drawing water. 
And not only was he outwardly great, but his kingdom, like 
Jeroboam's, was distinguished by an overflow of prophecy. It was 
perhaps a first fulfilment of that promise of Joel's of the pouring 
forth of the Spirit, for, besides the Zechariah who guided his youth, 
and who has left no writings, Hosea, Amos, Obadiah, and Jonah all 
wed in his time ; and the greatest of all the prophets, Isaiah himself. 
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wrote a history of him, of which only this fragment is preserved. 
But in spite of all the outward prosperity, these prophecies in the 
time of those two mighty and successful princeb, Jeroboam II. and 
Uzziah, were chiefly songs of woe. Israel was doomed ; Judah was 
warned, for there was rottenness at her heart ; and the King himself 
became uplifted by his success. The same temptation beset him 
as had beset Saul— that of resembling the kings of heathen nations 
by adding the office of the priest to his dignity. His long course 
of success made him presume that there was nothing he could not 
attempt ; he had moreover married a priest's daughter, Jerusha, 
and he insisted on leading the devotions of the people by burning 
incense. But were not the broad plates of brass made of the 
censers of Korah and his company still testifying that " no stranger 
which is not of the seed of Aaron come near to offer incense before 
the Lord ?** (Numb. xvi. 40). It took no small courage to withstand 
so powerful a king, one moreover whose grandfather had slain a 
priest before the altar ; but Azariah the high priest, with eighty more 
brave sons of Aaron, stood forth, as Uzziah came forward, censer 
in hand, to the Holy Place, where stood the altar of incense, and 
which no unpriestly foot had ever trod. Uzziah's anger at the 
resistance was great He contended with the priest in his pride 
and passion. But full in the midst he was smitten, not with flame 
like Korah, but with the deadly whiteness of leprosy — " Unclean, 
unclean ! " Stricken to the soul, the unhappy king could only 
hurry away from all his glory of pomp and power, his wars and his 
beneficent plans, to hide himself in a lonely house, while his son 
dwelt in the palace and governed the country. His living death, 
lasting in gradual decay and loathsome corruption, was probably 
the truest mercy. Though cut off from outward worship, he might 
still lift up his prayer, and it was well for him that he should die in 
humility rather than in his pride and vainglory. And so his name 
remains a warning to us in common life, that '^ his heart which is 
lifted up is not right in him," and that "he that thinketh he standeth 
must take heed lest he fall." Nor is it less a warning that where 
God has appointed His priests to minister before Him, it is both 
presumptuous and dangerous to intrude into their office, or for 
unconsecrated hands to meddle with holy things. 



15^ SCHIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN, [less. 



LESSON LIV* 

AMOS THE HERDSMAN, 

About b.c. 800. — Amos i. and ii. {abridged). 

The words of Amos, who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, which he 
Siivv concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the 
days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, two years before* the 
tiarthquake. 

And he said, The Lord will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top 
of Carmel shall wither. 

* * . * « * « 

Thus saith the Lord ; For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, 

I will not turn away the punishment thereof ; 

Because they have despised the law of the LrORD, 

And have not kept his commandments. 

And their lies caused them to err, 

After the which their fathers have walked : 

But I will send a fire upon Judah, 

And it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Israel, and for 

four, 
I will not turn away the punishment thereof ; 
Because they sold the righteous for silver, 
And the poor for a pair of shoes ; 
And they lay themselves down upon clothes laid to pledge by every 

altar; 
And they drink the wine of the condemned t in the house of their god. 
Yet destroyed I the Amorite before them. 
Whose height was like the height of the cedars. 
And he was strong as the oaks ; 
Yet I destroyed his fruit from above. 
And his roots from beneath. 
Also I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
And led you forty years through the wilderness. 
To possess the land of the Amorite. 
And I raised up of your sons for prophets. 
And of your young men for Nazarites. 

Is it not even thus, O ye children of Israel? saith the Lord., 
But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink ; . 
And commanded the prophets, saying. Prophesy not. 
Behold, I am pressed under you, as a cart is pressed that is full of 

sheaves. . 

* Not for the younger ones. 

t Wine bought with the unjust fines they have extortedr 
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■ * 

Therefore the flight shall perish from the swift, 
And the strong shall not strengthen his force, 
Neither shall 5ie mighty deliver himself : 
Neither shall he stami that handleth the bow ; 
And he that is swift of foot shall not deliver himself : 
Neither shall he that rideth the horse deliver himself. 
And he that is courageous among the mighty 
Shall flee away naked in that day, saith the Lord. 

Comment. — Uzziah, we read, loved husbandry, and had many 
cattle. Among the herdsmen of his time, in the little village of 
Tekoa, on a high hill twelve miles from Jerusalem, was a man named 
Amos, not bred in the schools of the prophets, but chosen out by 
God to receive His message of inspiration. He says the word of 
the Lord came to him in the days of the two kings Uzziah and Jero- 
boam, two years before the earthquake. This earthquake must have 
been a very dreadful one, for it is mentioned in a book written after 
the captivity (Zech. xiv. 5). The later Jews thought that it took 
place at the moment of Uzziah's intrusion ; but the best calculations 
do not agree with this, as Jotham, Uzziah's son, who took the 
government on his incapacity, was not born when Jeroboam died. 
Amos begins his prophecy with the words of Joel, " The Lord will 
roar from Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem" — that is, as 
the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, This, no doubt, was first fulfilled by 
the terrors of the earthquake. Then Amos goes on, in briefer and 
simpler verse than his more trained brethren, to foretell God's 
punishments, first to the Syrians, Philistines, Tyrians, Edomites, 
Ammonites, and Moabites, all the foes of Israel, who shall suffer for 
their savage cruelties to one another. 

Indeed, Syria was already weakened by Israel, and Philistia, 
Edom, and Ammon had felt the power of Judah ; but in the midst 
of their prosperity, just such a sentence is pronounced on them, 
beginning in the same terms, as those upon the heathen. Judah 
itself, in spite of the Temple and of all its outward worship, still 
secretly followed after the lies their forefathers had loved. It should 
have its punishment Fire should bum its Temple and palaces — 
as befell, indeed, many and many a time. 

But Israel's crimes were much more deeply dyed, and are here 
named. They are not the idolatry, the offence against God, but 
cruel offences against their neighbour — a slave-trade first, it seems. 
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Debtors were indeed allowed to be sold into bondage, that they, 
might work out their debt, but they had to be freed at the year of 
Jubilee ; and the Israelites, forgetting the law, were evidently 
making a cruel traffic of the persons of their brethren. There was 
great temptation to them, for the Zidonians, or Phoenicians, their 
neighbours, and too often their allies, were the great slave-dealers 
of the old world. The poems sung in Greece at this very time 
mention honoured and trusted slaves of noble birth, who had been 
stolen from their homes in infancy by the Phoenicians ; and Joel, 
while calling the nations to judgment, says to the Tyrians (eh. iii. 
6—8):— 

The children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have ye sold 
unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their border. 

Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, 
and will return your recompence upon your own head : 

And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the chil- 
dren of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people far 
off: for the Lord hath spoken it. 

There can be little question that the Israelites helped in this 
stealing of men. Sandals or shoes were often richly adorned, and 
might be the price of a slave in those days ; but the other words, 
" the righteous for silver," recall the sale of Joseph, and look on in 
prophecy to Him who should be sold for thirty pieces of silver. 
Further, whereas the Law had mercifully provided that the long 
garment, cloak by day, blanket by night, should never be kept by a 
creditor (Ex. xxii. 26, 27) — 

If thou at all take thy neighbour's raiment to pledge, thou shalt deliver 
it unto him by that the sun goeth down : 

For that is his covering only, it is his raiment for his skin : wherein 
shall he sleep? and it shjdl come to pass, when he crieth unto me, that 
I will hear ; for I am gracious. 

— these extortioners lay down on whole heaps of these robes at their 
feasts, round their many unhallowed altars, and drank wine obtained 
by exactions from the unjustly condemned. 

And yet, the Lord reminds them of their ingratitude, of the 
terrible Amorites, tall as cedars, whom He had destroyed before 
them, and how He had not left them to forget Him, but had raised 
up prophets to teach them — Nazarites, like Samuel, and probably 
Elijah — to win them by the strict example of holiness. But they 
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would not bear with rebuke. They tried to make the Nazaritcs like 
themselveSy and silenced the prophets. They were absolutely set 
upon their own way, and therefore there is only before them the 
punishment they deserve. Joel had said, ** Put ye in the sickle, for 
the harvest is come." Now, by Amos, God actually speaks of Him- 
self as a cart, groaning and labouring under the oppression of the 
sheaves that are to be trampled in the threshing-floor of His fury. 
And in sad lines the prophet shows how not one of all the mighty 
men of Jeroboam would find his strength avail him under the judg- 
ment that they had brought on themselves. 



LESSON LV.* 

AMOS* WARNING, 

About b.c. 800. — Amos iv. and v. 

Prepare to meet thy God, O Israel. 

For, lo, he that iormeth the moimtains, and createth the wind, and 
declareth unto man what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkness, 
and treadeth upon the high places of the earth ; the Lord, the God of 
liosts, is his name. 

Hear ye this word which I take up against you. 

Even a lamentation, O house of Israel. 

The virgin of Israel is fallen ; she shall no more rise : 

She is forsaken upon her land ; there is none to raise her up. 

For thus saith the Lord God ; 

The city that went out by a thousand shall leave an hundred. 

And that which went forth by an hundred shall leave ten, 

To the house of Israel. 

For thus saith the Lord unto the house of Israel, 

Seek ye me, and ye shall live : 

But seek not Beth-el, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer^ 

sheba: 
For Gilgal shall surely go into captivity. 
And Beth-el shall come to nought. 
Seek the Lord, and ye shall live ; 

Lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, and devour it. 
And there be none to quench it in Beth-el. 
Ye who turn Judgment to wormwood, + 
And leave off ri^teousness in the earth. 
Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, . 

* Not for ^c Uttle ones. t The bitterest of planu. 

VOL. III. M 
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And tumeth the shadotr of death into the mommg, 

And maketh the day dark with night : 

That calleth for the waters of the sea. 

And poureth them ont upon the face of the earth : 

The Lord is his name : 

That strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, 

So that the spoiled shall come against the fortress. 

♦ ♦♦•♦♦ 

I hate, I despise your feast days, 

And I will not smell in your solenm assemblies. 

Though ye offer me burnt-offerings and your meat-offerings, I will 

not accept them : 
Neither will I r^ard the peace-offerings of your fat beasts. 
Take thou away fix)m me the noise of thy songs ; 
For I will not hear the melody of thy viols.* 
But let judgment run down as waters, 
And righteousness as a mighty streanL 
Have ye offered unto me sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness 

forty years, O house of Israel ? 
But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch 
And Chiun your images, the star of your god, which ye made to 

yourselves. 
Therefore will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus, 
Saith the Lord, whose name is The God of Hosts. 

Comment. — It is not possible in these " Readings" to go through 
the whole of the prophets. It is only possible to take the most 
noted passages — the easier ones, and those that are referred to in 
the New Testament, or which relate especially to our Blessed Lord. 
So we have here passed over some verses in which God speaks of 
past chastisements, such as the great drought of Elijah's time, 
famine, pestilence, and attacks from their enemies, the very punish- 
ments denounced both at Mount Sinai and Mount Nebo. For 
none of these have the Israelites repented, therefore they must 
** Prepare to meet their God in judgment," as we must do, if all the 
trials of our Uves have done nothing for us — the God who formeth 
the mountains, and createth that wondrous thing the wind, yea, and 
can declare to man his own thought, as He did to Sarah, and again 
so many times, when manifest in the flesh, to the Apostles and the 
Jews. Or He can make the blessed morning darkness, and trample 
down all that is high and great. 

And here Amos begins mourning over Israel. For the first time 
the whole nation is personified as a virgin, a figure very often 

* Supposed to be a sort of harp. 
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employed afterwards by these great Hebrew poets ; or indeed the 
idea may be carried on from Hosea's Song of Israel as the unfaith- 
ful wife. Once she was the virgin ; now she is fallen. And seeing 
beforehand the misery that should come immediately on Jeroboam's 
death, the prophet goes on to say how the city that once could send 
forth a thousand fighting-men should have only a hundred, and that 
which once counted a hundred should be reduced to ten. Then, in 
the tenderest words, God calls His people back after their punish- 
ment. Seek Him, but not at the calf-altar at Bethel, for Bethel 
should come to nought ; not at the old gathering-place at Gilgal, 
" the rolling-place,'* where Joshua had rolled away the reproach of 
uncircumcision, for that had become idolatrous, and should be 
rolled away into captivity ; not at Beersheba, Abraham's altar, for 
that too was misused (2 Kings xxiii. 8). No ; seek the Lord, lest 
He break like an avenging fire on the tribes of Joseph. Let there 
be no worship of the Bethel calf. Look up higher, says the herds- 
man who has watched the stars on the hill of Tekoa. Seek Him 
who made the seven stars — the Pleiades, namely, the little golden 
cluster — ^and Orion, the mighty hunter (Job xxxviii. 31 ; Book 1. 
Less. LXXII.). Seek Him who, if He can make the morning dark- 
ness, can also turn the darkness into day. He poured the sea on 
the earth at the Flood, but in mercy too He daily draws up its waters 
into clouds, and then discharges them in rain and dew on the earth. 
Jehovah is His Name. Seek Him, and the danger is over. 

As to their self-appointed festivals, which Jeroboam L had 
devised when he made Israel to sin, they were hateful and detest- 
able to God. He whose favour had been expressed by saying He 
smelt a sweet savour at Noah's sacrifice, loathed that of the Israel- 
ites. Let us take care, then, how we love such worship as He has 
not appointed. It was justice and mercy He called for, not 
sacrifice, especially such as theirs. Had it not been thus with them 
from the very first, even in the wilderness, when, in spite of the 
sacrifices and burnt-offerings, there were some who even carried 
about the tent of their chosen king-god (the meaning of Moloch, 
** horrid king besmeared with blood "), to whom Moses forbade 
them to sacrifice their children in the fire ? The star must have 
been some gilded star, in honour of the "host of heaven ; " and 
Chiun is thought to mean a shrine or pedestal. Never, then, had 

M 2 
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the ten tribes been heart-whole ; they had run after idols from the 
first, and therefore they should be carried into captivity, not to 
their old enemy Damascus, but beyond, into an unknown land 
They sought their golden star, " figures that they made to worship 
them," instead of Him that maketh the seven stars and Orion. 

Long after, before a furious assembly of Jews, who fancied them- 
selves full of zeal for the true worship, St. Stephen, in reviewing 
the history of their perverseness, brought up this same reproach 
(Acts vii. 42, 43) : — 

Then Gk)d turned, and gave them up to worship the host of heaven ; as 
it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel, have ye 
offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of forty years in the 
wilderness? 

Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of your god 
Remphan, figures which ye made to worship them : and I will carry yov 
away beyond Babylon. 

He was a Greek-speaking Jew, and " Remphan " was the Greek 
translation of the word **Chiun," which seems to have been as great 
a difficulty to the Greek translators as to ourselves. And he also, 
following the spirit rather than the words, says ** beyond Babylon," 
instead of " beyond Damascus," as was truly the fate of the ten 
obstinate tribes, whom nothing would cure of worshipping God in 
their own way instead of His, and who thus fell away from the laws 
of mercy and purity, when they lost their piety. 



LESSON LVI. 

AMOS AND THE PRIEST OF BETHEL. 

About b.c. 800. — ^Amos vii. 7 — 17 ; ix. 8 — 15. 

Thus he shewed me : and, behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by 
a plnmb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. 

And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what seest thou ? And I said, A 
plnmb-line. Then said the Lord. Behold, I will set a plumb-line in the 
midst of my people Israel : 

I will not again pass by them any more : 
And the high places of Isaac shsdl be desolate, 
And the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste ; 
And I win rise against the house o{ ^^^^^^^^^^i^^^ sword. 
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Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, 
^KfOiZt Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house of 
Israel: the land is not able to bear all his words. 

For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall 
sarely be led away captive out of their own land. 

Abo Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the 
land of Jadah, and there eat bread, and prophesy there: 

Bat prophesy not again any more at Beth-el : for it is the king's chapel, 
and it is the king's court. 

Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither 
was I a prophet's son ; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore 
fruit:* 

And the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the Lord said unto 
me. Go, prophesy unto my people IsraeL 

Now therefore hear thou the word of the Lord : Thou sayest, Prophesy 
not against Israel, and drop not thy word against the house of Isaac. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord ; Thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by 
the sword, and thy land shall be divided by line ; and thou shalt die in a 
polluted land : and Israel shall surely go into captivity forth of his land. 



Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinful kingdom, and I 
will destroy it from off the face of the earth ; saving that I will not utterly 
destroy the house of Jacob, saith the Lord. 

For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all 
nations, like as com is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall 
ttpon the earth. 

All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, ^hich say. The evil 
"Jwll not overtake nor prevent us. 

In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, 

And close up the breaches thereof ; 

And I will raise up his ruins, 

And I will build it as in the days of old : 

That they may possess the remnant of Edom, 

And of ail the heathen, which are called by my name, 

Saith the Lord that doeth this. 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that the plowman shall 

overtake the reaper, 
And the treader of grapes him that soweth seed ; 
And the mountains shadl drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. 
And I will brinc^ again the captivity of my people of Israel, 
And they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them ; 
And they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof ; 
Th^ shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 
And I will plant them upon their land. 
And they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have 

given them, 
Saith the Lord thy God. 

Mulberry figs. 



I 
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COMMEXT.— This vision of Amos denoted that whereas the 

commonwcAhh of Israel had been built up and raised by rule, like 

a mas.-»r;^ plu-b-line. so it should now be destroyed by rule, in 

ac-o-dance i»r.h the law of its growth. If they would keep the 

-.vo-,a-i. :hev should proqw; if they would not, they should fall. 

ObsonT., he who stood on the waU is not called the Lord 

1 V"M SvVh but ihc Loid, by which it is plain that it was God who 

■ V- ^ \mos, hot *^ ^^ ^*^^ ^^ plumb-line was rather an 

^v . -p«j* iiieisiff^ o"^ ^^^ destruction, the high places of Isaac — 
.^ ^' ' - 1^^ vj5 ^ of the oath, and the sanctuaries of Israel, Bethel, 
^^^* * * -2 that Jacob's faith had hallowed and the sins of his 
"'""" ' ; and the family of the king, whom prosperity had 



rr..!CTr« ^jj should be cut off with the sword. 



do: 



fxawW 



* " -^ prophecy, Amaziah, the priest of the Golden Calf at 
- \!*J_ rf t^ order no doubt that Jeroboam I. had instituted, 
* *^ 4aK>^ *® *^^ l^J^g- It was a false accusation, keeping near 
'^^^ ^ Kte that which the Jews brought against our Lord. Amos 
^A Jeroboam's house or family should perish by the sword, 
represented him as saying that the king himself should 



jy niiich would have been treason. His real object was to ric 

^■^jj fofone who continually warned men from his shrine, and so 

te «»»* apparently friendly advice to Amos to go safe back into his 

jini l«**^ ^^ Judah, where people were of his own way of thinking, 

«iid he might " eat bread " — ^the only use the Bethel priest saw in 

giophecy — but he had better not hurt the feelings of great men by 

ladling with Bethel, the king's own private chapel or sanctuary, 

j^jonded by his hero namesake. So spoke the courtly priest. How 

^yandly Amos stood forth ! He was not bred to be a prophet. It 

«as not like a profession to him ! No, he was only a herdsman 

jnd gatherer of wild figs, the food of the poorest, when God called 

him away from his flock to give His message. He, who had nothing 

to lose, need not be threatened with great men's displeasure. He 

is a man of God, who comes from Judah to threaten the altar of 

Bethel, but does not heed the deceitful voices of the Bethelites. 

And, by God's will, he announces to the proud priest the terrible 

lot prepared for his family and himself. Some visions of judgment 

and Amos comes to a wondrous prophecy. Moses had fore- 
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told that Israel should be scattered in all lands ; Amos adds that 
all the nations of the earth shall be like one vast sieve, in the midst 
of which God's people are continually shaken to and fro ; but while 
the chajff is blown away, not one grain of the true wheat shall perish, 
but shall be gathered into His garner. 

And a glorious prophecy of hope follows. David's house, now 
decaying, and soon still more to decay, should be raised up and 
repaired ; become more powerful than ever, and rejoice in a glorious 
land of peace and fertility, and unite all Israel once more. This was 
what the Jews expected to see literally come to pass. They looked 
for a mighty conqueror, with all the twelve tribes again under him, 
ruling all the countries round. But in time there came to some 
of them a right understanding that the true Son of David was 
raised up indeed, but that the kingdom was not of this world, that 
the captivity from which He brought His true Israel was the bond- 
age of sin, and that the fruits of com and wine were the Holy Feast 
He has plenteOusly given — the peace which the world cannot 
give. Thus St. James, himself of the house of David, spoke at the 
first Council of the Church, which was called to consider whether 
Christians from other nations should be treated as Jewish prose- 
lytes. He viewed the remnant of Edom as meaning the residue of 
nations, and understood, through the Holy Spirit, that it meant 
that the kingdom of the Son of David had room for people outside 
the covenant of Moses, and therefore that they need not be bound 
by its peculiar observances, only by the eternal laws of right and 
wrong (Acts xv.) : — 

James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me : 

Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take 

out of them a people for his name. 

And to this agree the words of the prophets ; as it is written, 

After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, 

which is fallen down ; and I will build again the ruins thereof and I will 

set it up : 

That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, 

upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 

There is a Jewish tradition that Amaziah's malice succeeded in 
getting Amos put to death, but this is uncertain. His sepulchre is 
still shown at Tekoa ; so he may be one of the prophets of whom 
our Lord said that whereas the Jews of old killed the prophets, their 
children bvdlt their sepulchres. 
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LESSON LVII. 

JONAH'S VOYAGE, 

B.C. 790. — ^JONAH i. I — 16. 

Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, 
saying, 

Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it ; for their 
wickedness is come up before me. 

But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, 
and w;ent down to Joppa ; and he found a ship going to Tarshish : so he 
paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go wi3i them unto Tarshish 
from the presence of the Lord. 

But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty 
tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 

Tnen the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and 
cast forth the wares* that were in the ship into tiie sea, to lighten it ol 
them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship ; and he lay, 
and was fast asleep. 

So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him. What meanest thou, 
O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, 
that we perish npt. 

And they said every one to his fellow. Come, and let us cast lots, that 
we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and 
the lot fell upon Jonah. 

Then said they unto him. Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil 
is upon us; what is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what' is 
thy country? and of what people art thou? 

And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew ; and I fear the Lord, the God 
of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 

Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said imto him. Why hast thou 
done this ? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the Lord, 
because he had told them. 

Then said they unta him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may 
be calm unto us ? for the sea wrought, + and was tempestuous. 

And he said unto them. Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea ; so 
shall the sea be calm unto you : for I know that for my sake this great 
tempest is upon you. 

Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land ; but they 
could not : for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them. 

Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said. We beseech thee, O 
Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay 
not upon us innocent blood : for thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased 
thee. 

* Goods. t Worked, whirling as if it were boiling. 
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So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea : and the sea 
ceased from her raging. 

Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice 
mito the Lord, and made tows. 

COBfMENT. — The prophet Obadiah, who stands next in the roll, 
foretold the judgments that would fall upon the Edomites for the 
cruelties they would inflict upon the people of Judah ; but we pass 
on to Jonah, who, in the narrative of the reign of Jeroboam II. 
has been mentioned as foretelling the victories against Syria. 
But another work was now appointed to Jonah. Jonah's name 
means " a dove," and he belonged to Gath-Hepher, a small village 
in the tribe of Zebulun, and there is a tradition that he was the 
son of the widow of Zarephath, who was raised by Elijah. He had 
probably already prophesied to Israel, when a command came to 
him to perform a commission most new and strange to an Israelite 
prophet, namely, to go to the great heathen city on the river Tigris, 
Nineveh, which had been founded long ago, before Abraham's time, 
by Assur, after whom Assyria was called. It had long been known 
that Nineveh was a more dangerous foe than Damascus. Already 
had Jehu had to make submission to the conquering Shalmaneser, 
and Amos's prophecy of being carried captive beyond Damascus 
pointed to the East, while Joel's locusts were in many respects like 
the Ninevite warriors, so terrible in a siege. Just then a weak 
luxurious king was reigning, and thus the neighbour nations had 
rest, but Jonah could not endure the command to preach in a 
strange dty to the enemies of his country. He sullenly tried to 
escape by going southward to Joppa, instead of going across the 
desert to Mesopotamia, and took ship — probably a Phoenician ship 
— for Tarshish, namely Tartessus, in Spain. But he was not to 
escape from the presence of God. 

If I take the wings of the morning, 

And remain in the uttermost paits of the sea ; 

Even there Thy hand shall lead me, 

Thy right hand shall hold me. (Ps. cxxxix.) 

A mighty tempest was sent to " forbid the madness of the pro- 
phet," but he, worn out perhaps with his flight and struggle with 
his Maker, lay asleep. Even the heathen sailors believed in Divine 
power. They called on their gods, and Jonah was wakened and 
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bidden likewise to pray. Then, still in faith, the men, thinking that 
the stonn must be sent as a judgment on some sinner among them, 
cast lots, and again, as with Achan and with Saul, God's hand 
guided the lot And then Jonah confessed, and the men stood 
aghast that he who believed his God to be the Lord of sea and land 
should think to flee from Him. He had told them the storm came 
for his sake, and that they would be safe if they threw him over- 
board, but they were very unwilling; they toiled long with the 
waves, and when at last they were driven by their own extreme 
danger to cast him forth, they entreated the Lord, the God of 
Jonah, not to treat them as guilty of his death, as if they had 
murdered him. He was thrown out into the foaming Mediter- 
ranean waves, and there was a great calm ! Then the awe-struck 
sailors owned the power of Jehovah by offering sacrifice, from the 
animals in store for the voyage, and by making vows — ^namely, 
promises of offerings or observances in token of gratitude. 

Our Blessed Lord Himself has told us that Jonah, though a 
faulty man, was His type— a prophecy in action, as the other 
prophets were in word. Here first, then, do we see Him willingly 
giving Himself to be cast, for the sake of those with Him, alone 
into the great abyss of death and the grave, and thus did He win 
safety for all in His ship, the Church. 

O faithless ! know ye not of old 

How in the western bay, 
When dark and vast the billows rolled, 

A prophet slumbering lay ? 

The suites smote the keel as fast 

As thunderbolts from heaven : 
Himself into the wave he cast, 

And hope and life were given. 

Behold, a Mightier far is here. 

Nor will He spare to leap, 
For the soul's sake He loves so dear. 

Into a wilder deep. 
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LESSON LVIII. 

yONAH IN THE WHALE'S BELLY. 

B.C. 790. — Jonah i. 17; ii. 

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And 
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 
Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish's belly, 
And said, 

I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me ; 

Out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice. 

For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas ; 

And the floods compassed me about : 

All thy billows and thy waves passed over me. 

Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight ; 

Yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. 

The waters compassed me about, even to the soul : 

The depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about 
my head. 

I went down to the bottoms of the mountains ; 

The earth with her bars was about me for ever : 

Yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O Lord my God. 

When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord : 

And my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. 

They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. 

But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving ; 

I will pay that that I have vowed. 

Salvation is of the Lord. 

And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the 
dry land. 

Comment. — It is best at once to mention that those who are slow 
of heart to believe, make more difficulty about accepting this history 
than any other in the Bible. But in treating of it we must remem- 
ber that our Lord Himself, the God who made heaven and earth, 
confirmed the truth of the history of Jonah in these words (Matt, 
xii. 40) : — " For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the 
whale's belly, so shall the Son of man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth." These are in two Gospels, those 
of St. Luke and St Matthew ; and our Lord a second time men- 
tioned the prophet. So, if even half-believers, or persons who 
will not accept what they will not understand, or even people of 
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careless tongue, make anything like a mock at this history, we 
must withhold ourselves from joining them, by thinking that our 
Saviour Himself has referred to it as a truth, and thus that scof&ng 
at this wonder is scoffing at Him. 

We cannot tell how it was possible, any more than we can tell 
how the ass was made to speak to Balaam. It is quite certain 
that enormous fish of the shark kind, called nequins, quite large 
enough to swallow a man, have been caught in the Mediterranean 
Sea, and bones of a still larger sort have been found on the coasts 
of Malta. One of these was found, when cut open, to have in its 
stomach the body of a man with his clothes on. Their mouths are 
quite large enough. The difficulty is, not in the fact of the fish 
devouring him, but in his living within the creature. This is the 
miracle ; but, "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" were God's 
own words to Sarai ; and there was no greater wonder in a man 
living inside a fish than in the dividing of the Red Sea or the 
Jordan. Observe, too, that the hand of God is traced throughout. 
It is almost as if the fish had been created on purpose. The Lord 
prepared a great fish ; and, again, the Lord spake imto the fish. 
It was a miracle, and God worked it. All we have to do is to 
believe in it, not to trouble ourselves as to how it was done. 

There is reason to think the Phoenician sailors remembered the 
story and told it in Greece, for the Greeks had a legend of a poet 
named Arion, who was about to be robbed and murdered by the 
crew of the ship he was in. He begged to sing one last song, and 
his music brought the dolphins around — music-loving fish. He 
leapt on the back of one", and it bore him safely to the shore. Now, 
as we have seen, the prophets were the Hebrew poets, and Jonah 
did actually compose a psalm of thanksgiving, a good deal like the 
69th Psalm, when he found himself saved from the agony of drown- 
ing, which he so perfectly paints; and within this living grave, 
Zebulunite though he is, he still remembers Solomon's prayer, and 
looks towards the holy Temple — ^whither, indeed, faithfiil Israelites 
still resorted, though the robber-priests at Bethel lay in wait to cut 
them off. He has learnt now that those who go after lying vanities 
— empty, false fancies of their own or others — forsake their only 
hope of mercy ; but he, when restored, will pay his sacrifice and 
vows to Him who alone gives salvation ! 
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And so Jonah, hidden within the whale for three days, was the 
sign beforehand of the Saviour who should till the third day be 
hidden in the heart of the earth — imprisoned within the grave, yet 
living— "free among the dead/' as had already been written. And 
as Jonah stood alive upon the shore to be the saving of a mighty 
city, so should the Christ stand as He that is "alive, and was dead, 
and is alive for evermore," on the shore of eternal life, where there 
is no more sea, able to save to the uttermost those who come 
to Him. 



LESSON LIX. 

JONAH PREACHING AT NINEVEH. 

About b.c. 790.— Jonah iii. 

And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time, sajring, 
Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching 
that I bid thee. 

So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the 
l^RD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' jourftey. 

And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, 
and said. Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 

So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put 
on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them. 

For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, 
pd he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat 
in ashes. 

And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh 
hy the decree uf the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor 
heast, herd nor flock, taste anything ; let them not feed, nor drink water : 

Bnt let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto 
God : yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence 
that is m dieir hands. 

Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce 
*nger, that we i>erish not ? 

And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way ; and 
pod repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do xmto them ; and 
he did It not. 

Comment. — The command came again, and Jonah, having been 
^iastcned by his wondrous punishment, obeyed at once. It was 
a long journey, over the Eastern desert, across the Euphrates, 
^ugh the fertile, well- watered garden land of Mesopotamia, even 
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to Nineveh, on the Tigris, the exceeding great city of three days' 
journey — that is, the circuit of the walls was sixty miles. Heathen 
writers have spoken of its wonderful walls — huge ramparts of earth, 
faced with brick ; though, when the Greeks began to write, Nineveh 
was only a tradition. We know the most of that huge city and her 
kings from the records that they themselves caused to be made 
on bricks, tiles, and cylinders moulded in clay, then engraved in 
clear arrow-headed characters, and baked. Buried in mounds 
amid the ruins of the city and her palaces, lay these records till 
this nineteenth century, when they have been brought to light 
and decyphered, explaining most wonderfully the allusions in Holy 
Scripture. Each king seems to have built a palace for himself, 
and on his death it was shut up and forsaken. The gateways were 
guarded by colossal statues, a 'dream of the Cherubim themselves, 
for they had the countenance of a man, the body sometimes of a 
lion, sometimes of an ox, and the wings of an eagle — most majestic 
figures ; and all round the courts was sculptured the history and 
exploits of the king, as he took cities, received captives, or hunted 
lions, creatures who are depicted struggling with their death- wound, 
while the king calmly enjoys their agony. Go to the British 
Museum, and there you can look on perhaps the very bulls that 
Jonah beheld, when in his rough prophet's garment he passed 
through the wealthy streets of Nineveh, among the houses richly 
adorned with coloured tiles, and cried aloud, " Yet forty days and 
Nineveh shall be destroyed." 

The Ninevites were not an unbelieving people. They were stem, 
fierce, violent, and luxurious, but they had faith in the Divine 
powers ; their inscriptions ascribe their victories to their gods, 
and they seemed to have believed in one chief God of heaven 
and earth, who is depicted as the Genius protecting their kings, 
— a half-length figure, with uplifted hand, in the midst of a winged 
circle, the emblem of eternity and protection. When they heard 
this dreadfiil doom pronounced upon them by the Hebrew prophet 
belonging to a nation whom all the earth knew to have a terribl 
and mighty God— a prophet, too, whose own story was a miracle- 
they were sore afi-aid. The King himself, probably a man of gentl 
temper than his predecessor, since no conquests of his are recordc 
put forth a. proclamation that a national fast should be kept. Ea 
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one was to put away his sin, restore his ill-gotten gain, abstain from 

violence, and at the same time humble himself by all tokens of 

grief. The King himself set the example by throwing aside his 

royal purple, fringed, and embroidered robe; and not only were man 

and woman, but the very animals, to be clothed in sackcloth (it is 

the Eastern custom still in times of mourning to shave the horses' 

tails and manes, and hang sackcloth on them); and men and women, 

children, animals and all, fasted from food and drink for a long 

day of humiliation and prayer. And the merciful God had pity on 

their ready faith and fear, and destroyed them not. So it is that 

we know, when war, or famine, or sickness threatens us, that 

timely repentance, fast and prayer, such as Joel taught us to use, 

may prevail with God to turn away the evil ; and so it is too that 

our Lord bids us take an awfiil lesson from the Ninevites, when He 

says (Matt xii. 41): "The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment 

with this generation, and shall condemn it : because they repented 

at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is 

here." "This generation" did not only mean the unbelieving Jews 

around our Lord. It means all who have lived since His coming. 

The Greater than Jonah is still here. He has given a greater sign 

than even Jonah's preservation, and if we will not repent or believe, 

^e shall be assuredly worse than these heathen Ninevites. 



LESSON LX. 

yONAWS GOURD. 

About b.c. 790.— Jonah iv. 

. Bit it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very ang^y. 

And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not 

^ my sajring, when I was yet in my country ? Therefore I fled before 

j"ilo Tarshish : for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow 

loajggy^ and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 

.Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me ; for it is 

}^ for me to die than to lire. 

Then said he Lord, Doest thou well to be angry ? 



176 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN. [less. 



So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and 
there made him a bootii, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see 
what would become of the city. 

And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over 
Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his 
grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 

But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it 
smote the gourd that it withered. 

And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehe- 
ment east wind ; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, 
and wished in himself to die, and said. It is better for me to die than 
to live. 

And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? 
And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. 

Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which 
thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow ; which came up in a night, 
and perished in a night : 

And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than 
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and 
their left hand ; and also much cattle ? 

Comment. — It had not been with pity, or as a warning, that 
Jonah proclaimed the peril of Nineveh. He hated the city that he 
probably knew, and certainly feared, would be the ruin of his own 
people Israel. He had hoped to see it fall, perhaps by brimstone 
and fire like Sodom and Gomorrah ; and when he found that the 
repentance of the people was accepted, he was absolutely angry, 
and complained to God, declaring that it was because he knew God 
was merciful and forgiving, and repented, or changed His purpose, 
that he had tried to escape to Tarshish, lest he should merely 
threaten and not see the punishment. He used God's own words 
through Joel on the effect and hope of fasting and humiliation. 
God's answer was very short. "Doest thou well to be angry?" 
And perhaps Jonah did not understand its drift, for he seems to 
have thought the judgment on Nineveh was still coming — perhaps 
that the repentance would soon be forgotten, and that the people 
would return to their wicked ways, so that he might feast his eyes 
upon their destruction. So he went out to the east side of the city 
and made himself a bower, or booth, there to watch for the fall of 
Nineveh ; and there, as one of the teachings that God prepares for 
us all in nature, a gourd — as our translation calls it, but more pro- 
perly a palmchrist — grew up and sheltered him. This palmchrist is 

very handsome plant, which grows up very fast ; it is sometimes 

k 
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to be found in gardens here, and is called the Ricinus, or castor-oil 
plant. It has beautiful reddish leaves, one growing on each branch, 
each in seven long pointed divisions, and whitish flowers, which 
leave oil-bearing nuts behind them, only our summers are not long 
enough nor hot enough to ripen these, nor to allow the plant to 
come to the huge size to which it rapidly shoots up in warm coun- 
tries. Under this tree Jonah rejoiced, till in one night it rapidly 
withered, as palmchrists often do under the attacks of a small black 
caterpillar, which in a few hours brings down their beautiful leaves 
to nothing but the bare ribs. Then came a dry, scorching, sultry 
wind and burning sun ; and the prophet in his bower was fevered 
with anguish, and bitterly lamented the sheltering leaves. Doest 
thou well to be angry? asked the Divine Voice ; and again he was 
not afraid to declare that his anger and grief for the beautiful, 
stately, refreshing plant, so sadly withered and killed in the midst 
of all its glory, was right and just. Then came the short lesson. 
Jonah grieved for the senseless palmchrist, the growth of a night 
without labour or toil. Might not God, then, well have pity on the 
great and noble city, where, if there were many stained with sin, 
there were 120,000 little innocent children too young to know their 
right hand from their left, and likewise much cattle, which must 
share any misery sent on it ? What a picture of God*s mercy and 
pity, and readiness to spare, we carry away from these few words ! 
Do they not teach us how hateful our anger and malice or cruelty 
must be in His sight ? And if He had compassion on the cattle in 
Nineveh, must He not be displeased if we care little for putting an 
animal to pain for our amusement or over-fatiguing it for our con- 
venience or pleasure, or letting it suffer hunger by our carelessness? 
Never let us forget the " much cattle'' of Nineveh. 

And another lesson we must take home is, that God's justice is 
not always our justice. We see things done wrong, and we expect 
the punishment ; but after all the wrong-doer goes on and prospers. 
Or we see some fault forgiven by a parent or master much more 
easily than we think right. Let us remember how little we know of the 
real deserts of the persons, how little we can guess at their sorrow 
or at God's dealings with their conscience, and let us watch ourselves, 
lest what we think zeal for the right and for His justice should be 
only the wish to see our words come true. 

VOL. UL N 
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LESSON LXI. 

THE REIGNS OF ZACHARIAH AND SHALLUM. 

B»c. 773. — 2 Kings xv. 8 — 15 ; Hosea vii. 1—7. 

In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah king of Judah did 2Sachaxiah the 
Hv>a of Jeroboam reign over Israel in Samaria six months. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, as his fathers 
hud done : he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
\f ho made Israel to sin. 

***** * 

When I would have healed Israel, 

Then the iniquity of Ephraim was discovered. 

And the wickedness of Samaria : 

For they commit falsehood ; and the thief cometh in. 

And the troop of robbers spoileth without. 

And they consider not in their hearts that I remember all their 

wickedness : 
Now their own doings have beset them about ; 
They are before my face. 

They make the king glad with their wickedness. 
And the princes with their lies. 
As an oven heated by the baker, who ceaseth from raising after he 

hath kneaded the dough, until it be leavened. 
In the day of our king the princes have made him sick with bottles 

of vnne ; 
He stretched out his hands with scomers. 
For they have made ready their heart like an oven, whiles they lie 

in wait : 
Their baker sleepeth all the night ; 
In the morning it bumeth as a flaming fire. 
They are all hot as an oven. 
And have devoured their judges : 
All their kings are fallen : 
There is none among them that calleth unto me. 

« ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ « 

And Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and smote him 
before the people, and slew him, and reigned in his stead. 

And the rest of the acts of Zachariah, behold, they are written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

This was the word of the Lord which he spake unto Jehu, saying. Thy 
sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth generation. And so 
it came to pass. 

Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in the nine and thirtieth year 

■^ " ' "- king of Judah ; and he reigned a full month in Samaria. 
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For Menahem the son of Gadi went up from Tirzah, and came to 
Samaria, and smote Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, and slew him, 
and reigned in his stead. 

And the rest of the acts of Shallum, and his conspiracy which he made, 
behold, they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Israd. 

Comment. — ^After Jeroboam's long and prosperous reign there 
must have been a time of confusion without a king for eleven years, 
since Jeroboam died in the twenty-seventh year of. Azariah, or 
Uzziah, in Judah, and his son Zachariah did not begin to reign till 
the thirty-eighth year of the same reign. He was the last of the 
house of Jehu. In Jehoahaz, Joash and Jeroboam, had been fulfilled 
the promise that Jehu's sons to the fourth generation should reign, 
and. now the equally certain doom of idolatry and debauchery w^as 
coming upon Zachariah, the last of his race. 

What Zachariah's reign was like, and what his end, we can gather 
from the prophets. Amos (vi. 3 — 6) speaks of the luxury that no 
doubt continued : — 

Ye that put far away the evil day. 

And cause the seat of violence to come near ; 

That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their 

couches. 
And eat the lambs out of the flock. 
And the calves out of the midst of the stall ; 
That chant to the sound of the viol, 

An^ invent to themselves instruments of music, like David ; 
That drink wine in bowls. 
And anoint themselves with the chief ointments. 

Such had been Zachariah's luxurious youth in the court of his 
father. He must have had a time of adversity in which he might 
have learnt better things, and then, if we may venture so to explain 
the words of Hosea, some healing was permitted to Israel, in the 
restoration of her lawful king ; but the sin of Ephraim and Samaria 
only grew more apparent ; falsehood, theft within houses, and bold, 
open robbery by marauders prevailed unchecked, just as they do in 
any country where there has for a time been no government, and 
then where a weak, self-indulgent king has been set up. The sinful 
never considered that their God remembered their misdeeds, and 
that their own evil deeds were like enemies besetting them and 
bringing about their ruin. The king himself rejoiced in the wicked 

N 2 
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sports of his court, and was deceived by their flattering lies. But 
the wrath of God is as ready for them as the baker's oven is for 
the bread he is kneading ! What a terrible comparison ! And the 
description goes on. On the day of the king — his birthday most 
likely, for his accession-day never came round — these treacherous 
flatterers hold a revel with the king, they intoxicate him with 
bottles of wine. He scorns — that is, he jests and jokes with pro- 
fane mirth ; but all the time they are preparing the fire, Shallum is 
conspiring against him ; his foes lie in wait till the king has, like his 
predecessor Elah, finished "drinking himself drunk." The com- 
parison of the baker watching his bread is transferred to the rebels ; 
they watch till the moment has come, and then, in the morning, the 
palace bumeth with devouring fire ! 

And Shallum reigned but one month before Menahem came from 
the old royal city of Tirzah, destroyed him, and reigned. 

As for Samaria, her king is cut off 

As the foam upon the water. (Hosea x. 7. ) 



LESSON LXII. 

THE REIGN OF MENAHEM. 

B.C. 771.— 2 Kings xv. i6 — 25; Hosea xi. i — 10. 

Then Menahem smote Tiphsah, and all that were therein, and the 
coasts thereof from Tirzah : because they opened not to him, therefore he 
smote it. 

In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah * king of Judah began Menahem 
the son of Gadi to reign over Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord : he departed 
not all his days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
Israel to sin. 

And Pul the king of Assyria came against the land : and Menahem gave 
Pul a thousand talents of silver, that his hand might be with him to con- 
firm the kingdom in his hand. 

And Menahem exacted the money of Israel, even of all the mighty m-*n 
of wealth, of each man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king of Assyria. 
So the king of Assyria turned back, and stayed not there in the land. 

And the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all that he did, are they ijot 
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel ? 

* Uzziah. 
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And Menahem slept with his fathers ; and Pekahiah his son reigned in 
his stead. 

In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah Pekahiah the son of Menahem 
began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two years. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord : he departed 
not from the sins of Jeroboam th6 son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 

But Pekah the son of Remaliah, a captain of his, conspired against him, 
and smote him in Samaria, in the palace of the king's house, with Argob 
and Arieh, and with him fifty men of the Gileadites : and he killed him, 
and reigned in his room. 

This is Hosea's exhortation through all this wickedness : ♦ — 

When Israel was a child, then I loved him, 

And called my son out of Egypt. 

As they called them, so they went from them : 

They sacrificed unto Baalim, + and burned incense to graven images. 

I taught Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms ; 

But they knew not that I healed them. 

I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love : 

And I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws. 

And I laid meat unto them. 

He shall not return into the land of Egypt, 

But the Assyrian shall be his king, 

Because they refused to return. 

And the sword shall abide on his cities. 

And shall consume his branches, and devour them, 

Because of their own counsels. 

And my people are bent to backsliding from me : 

Though they called them to the most High, 

None at all would exalt him. 

How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? 

How shall I deliver thee, Israel? 

How shall I make thee as Admah ? how shall I set thee as Zeboim ? 

Mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together. 

I w^ll not execute the fierceness of mine anger, 

I will not return to destroy Ephraim, 

For I am God, and not man ; 

The Holy One in the midst of thee : 

And I will not enter into the city. 

They shall walk after the Lord : 

He shall roar like a Hon : 

When he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west. 

Comment. — Menahem seems to have been a more warlike prince 
than the two who came before him. He k^t his throne for ten 
years, and even made an expedition against Assyria; that is, if 
Tiphsah be rightly interpreted to mean the city which later his- 
torians knew as Thapsacus, upon the Euphrates, and which had 

* Not for the litde ones. t Many gods. 
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been Solomon's border town. He made a cruel slaughter of the 
inhabitants because they would not open their gates to him, and by 
this means brought upon himself, as it would seem, the anger of 
the terrible Assyrian kings. The king who repented at the preach- 
ing of Jonah was now dead, and there reigned at Nineveh a king 
called in Hebrew Pul, but in his own inscriptions Kil-lush. He 
was tne first to begin the series of attacks upon the land of Canaan 
which were to end in the captivity of all the chosen people. Jehu 
had only gone to pay tribute to Shalmaneser at Damascus ; Pul 
actually advanced upon Samaria, and Menahem had to buy him off 
with I, GOO talents of silver, each talent being worth 340/., which he 
raised by requiring 50 shekels, i.e, about 6/., from every wealthy man 
in Israel. There is an Assyrian inscription recording a tribute paid 
by Mirikimmi, king of Samaria, which most likely refers to this 
sum. The Israelites had now swept away their last regular dynasty, 
and had fallen into that miserable state of decay when no one but 
a warrior can win or keep the throne. Menahem indeed reigned 
for ten years, but his son Pekahiah only reigned long enough to 
show that he was no more worthy than the rest, and was slain by 
another successful soldier, named Pekah, a man, as we shall see, of 
courage and ability, though, as usual, an idolater and a fierce and 
bloodthirsty wretch. The fifty Gileadites were probably soldiers of 
the guard of which Pekah was the captain. The. whole succession 
of Israel had become so irregular and uncertain that the prophets 
had left off dating their writings by any king after Jeroboam II. ; 
but we know from Hosea's dates, the years of the kings of Judah, 
that he was all this time striving with the sin-stained Israelites, and 
though we are not certain to what exact time all his songs refer, 
the one here given suits well with these reigns. What a beautiful 
pleading it is on the part of the Lord Himself, reminding His people 
how they had been as it were a child to Him ! " Israel is my first- 
born," He had said to Pharaoh ; and He here deigns to picture 
Himself as a nursing father to a wilful child, who would turn aside 
to Baalim, — that is, to many gods. Calling Israel after the leading 
tribe, Ephraim, God speaks of Himself as teaching him to go, 
setting him like a babe on his feet, and holding him by the arms. 
Yet he would not perceive whence that love came. Nay, even as 
a child is aided by leading-strings, the cords of love and of benefits 
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— not ropes such as we drag refractory cattle by — were used to 
draw them on. The yoke of bondage was taken off, food was given 
them in plenty. Yet all had been in vain — punishment must come. 
It would not be bondage in Egypt, as before, but in Assyria ; and 
yet how the merciful One mourns at giving up His people to punish- 
ment ! He will not make them even now like Admah and Zeboim, 
the two cities that shared the ruin of Sodom, He is God, mighty 
to save — ^not angry man ; and there shall yet be a hope that even 
Ephraim may turn to the Lord. His Voice, the Voice as of the 
Lion of Judah, shall be heard, and the children shall tremble from 
the West, Yes, the West Europe, scarcely yet known to the 
Israelites, is here mentioned, for it has been from the West that 
the great number of the children of strangers who have heard His 
voice came. 

This prophecy has been chosen because it contains one that 
St. Matthew cites. " Out of Egypt have I called My Son" (Matt. 
iL 15). . He says it was fulfilled by our Lord's return from His 
refuge in Egypt This is because all Israel, the body of God's 
adopted people, was a type of the Saviour, His own Son. And 
in like manner every Christian is a Son of God, called out of 
bondage to sin, — that is, in Egypt. And if we return to our sins, it 
is not to Egypt or the former state that we shall fall, but into the 
much worse condition of captivity to the terrible Assyrian— the 
wicked, violent, cruel world. 



LESSON LXIII. 

ISAIAH'S SONG OF THE VINEYARD, AND GOTHAM'S REIGN. 

B.C. 758. — Is. v. I — 7 ; 2 Chron. xxvi. 23, xxvii. i — 6. 

Now will I sing to my well-beloved a song of my beloved touching 

his vineyard. 
My well-beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill : 
And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, 
And planted it with the choicest vine, 
And built a tower in the midst of it. 
And also made a winepress therein : 
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And he looked that it shoald bring forth grapes. 

And it brought forth wild grapes. 

And now, O inhabit^ts of Jerusalem, and men of Jadah, 

Judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 

What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not 

done in it ? 
Wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes. 
Brought it forth wild grapes? 

And now go to ; I wUl tell you what I will do to my vineyard : 
I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up. 
And break down the wall thereof and it shall be trodden down : 
And I will lay it waste : 
It shall not be pruned, nor digged ; 
But there shall come up briers and thorns : 
I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, 
And the men of Judah his pleasant plant : 
And he looked for judgment, but behold oppression ; 
For righteousness, but behold a cry. 

So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his £Eitfaers 
in the field of the burial which belonged to the kings ; for they said. He 
'1& a leper ; and Jotham his son reigned in his stead. 

Jotham was twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Jerushah, 
the daughter of Zadok. 

And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according 
to all that his father Uzziah did : howbeit he entered not into the temple 
of the Lord. And the people did yet corruptly. 

He built the high gate of the house of the Lord, and on the wall of 
Ophel* he built much. 

Moreover he built cities in the mountains of Judah, and in the forests 
he built castles and towers. 

He fought also with the king of the Ammonites, and prevailed against 
them. And the children of Ammon gave him the same year an hundred 
talents of silver, and ten thousand measures of wheat, and ten thousand 
of barley. So much did the children of Ammon pay unto him, both the 
second year, and the third. 

So Jotham became mighty, because he prepared his ways before the 
Lord his God. 

Comment. — In the latter part of Uzziah's reign of fifty-two years, 
while he dwelt in his lonely house of suffering and repentance, 
while his good son Jotham governed the land of Judah, the great 
prophet Isaiah began his songs. He was the greatest of all the 
prophets, both in the beauty and the subject of his writings. . He is 
ften called the Evangelical prophet, because his predictions more 

* The lofty place. 
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fully revealed the coming Redemption than those of any other. He 
was the son of Amoz, not the herdsman prophet of Tekoah, but of 
an Amoz who the Jews say was the son of Joash and brother of 
Amaziah ; indeed, it is plain that he lived at Jerusalem, and in as 
close intercourse with die kings as David's seers of old. When 
he began to prophesy there had been a long and, on the whole, an 
admirable reign — victorious at first, and then peaceful ; and though 
the king was set aside, his son was faithful and heart-whole. But 
the nation was inwardly corrupt No blessings would cure the 
people of their favourite vices, and we gather from the earlier 
chapters of Isaiah that their judges were cruel and unjust, that 
there was much harshness to the poor, great covetousness among 
the men, and with this drunkenness and revellings, and the most 
absurd vanity of dress among the women. There was — to please 
the religious court — a great show of attention to sacrifices, festi- 
vals, and new moons, but there was no sincerity ; the hearts of the 
people were with their own self-chosen worship, which even their 
pious kings could not put a stop to. So, even while the fortifica- 
tions of Jerusalem, her glory and beauty, were being added to, 
Isaiah foretold, as if already present, her distress and the sieges 
that should befall her. It is not possible to go through all his 
prophecies in this small space, but one song is here chosen, 
which God Himself puts into his mouth, of His vineyard. Ob- 
serve, Jacob's prophecy had spoken of Judah as washing his 
footsteps in the blood of the grape, and of Joseph as a fruitful 
bough by a well. Both tribes sometimes used the vine as an 
ensign, besides the lion of Judah and bull of Ephraim, Moses 
too had spoken of the people as of a vine in his song. So by 
Isaiah's mouth the likeness is carried on. The wondrous care of 
God for that vine is described, the guard He kept round it, the 
temple or tower in the midst ; His seeking its fruit. Its grapes 
were wild grapes— grapes that might as well have had no culture — 
deeds like the heathen. What docs such a vine deserve ? He calls 
the men of Judah to answer. Is it not that care so ill-returned 
should cease, and that it should be given up to the beasts so care- 
fully shut out from it — namely, to the heathen ? We shall watch 
that vine again and again as the grapes become bitterer, until at last 
we see in that last awful parable, the well-beloved Son Himself 
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Aad he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips ; 
and thine iniquity is taken a\%-ay, and thy sin purged. 

Also I heard the voice of the Lord^ ^ying. Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us ? Then said I, Here am I ; send me. 

And he said. Go, and tell this people, 

Hear ye indeed, but understand not ; 

And see ye indeed, but perceive not. 

Make the heart of this people fat. 

And make their ears hea^'y, 

And shut their eyes ; lest they see with their eyes, and hear u-ith 

their ears. 
And understand with their heart, and convert,* and be healed. 
Then said I, Lord, how long ? 
And he answered, 

Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, 
And the houses without man. 
And the land be utterly desolate, 
And the Lord have removed men far a\\'ay. 
And there be a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 
But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten : t 
As a teil tree,^: and as an oak, whose substance is in them. 
When they cast their leaves : 
So the holy seed shall be the substance thereof. 

Comment. — ^Just as Moses had beheld a great revelation of 
God's glory in the Mount, and as David had pictured it in the open- 
ing of the 1 8th Psalm, so is the same marvellous vision vouch- 
safed to the great prophet Throughout the Scriptures, from the 
vision of Moses to the vision of St. John, the scene — if it may be 
so called — is evidently the same, that of which the Tabernacle and 
Temple were the earthly plan or pattern made with hands. It was 
the year that the poor leprous king Uzziah died — seven hundred 
years, that is a week of centuries, before the Lord our Messiah 
should come — that the great cluster of revelations respecting Him 
is introduced by this undrawing of the curtain from the eyes of 
Isaiah. Probably he was really in the Temple, when, as it were, in 
the Holy of Holies, whither he could never penetrate, he beheld the 
throne of God the Lord above the Mercy Seat, high and lifted up, 
and His train — namely, the skirts of His glory — filled the Temple. 
Above it — that is, circling above, like the rainbow arch — were the 
Seraphim. Seraph means "one who knows." Six-winged crea- 
tures they were ; and some think them the same as the Cherubim, 

* Change. t Consumed. { A sort of oak. 
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who were seen on every other vision, and whose figures enclosed 
the Mercy Seat in the Temple. Others think they were a separate 
order of the glorious beings around the throne, and therefore the 
Te Deum sings — 

To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth. ' 

This is the first time that this song of the powers in heaven was 
revealed. Threefold it is, already marking the Trinity in Unity, 
known to the angels, though not yet revealed to man. St. John 
was again to hear it, and hand it to the Church below, now allowed 
to echo it in her most solemn moments of praise. So intense was 
the glory, that the Seraphim themselves veiled their faces with their 
wings. So awful was the Voice which spoke, that the posts of the 
door — namely, the foundations of the Temple — quivered at the 
sound, as Mount Sinai had done of old, and Isaiah was overcome 
with terror and the awe of the Presence that in fiill radiance none 
can see and live. His sins, and the evil words he had heard from 
others, overpowered him ; as it will be with us, when it is our 
turn to see that Throne, unless our iniquity be taken away by the 
Blood of the Altar of Sacrifice. For Isaiah, his answer was this : 
One of the Seraphim flew into the Temple court, where the altar 
smoked, probably with the evening sacrifice of the lamb ; and with 
the golden tongs used by the priests, he took up one of the glowing 
red embers of the wood used in burning the sacrifice, and laid it on 
Isaiah's lips, telling him his iniquity was put away, his sin purified. 
It is ever by burning from the Altar of Sacrifice that sin must be 
consumed. That touch of the mouth consecrated Isaiah's lips and 
sealed his inspiration, as the fiery tongues did to the Apostles. 
Then, as Micaiah had, he was allowed to hear how there was 
counsel held in heaven among the Persons of the Godhead who 
should bear the message to Judah. And with that inspiration on 
him he said, as true ministers do, " Here I am ; send me." But, 
alas ! it was a message of woe. The people's heart would be gross 
and sensual, and they would not hear— hardening and being har- 
dened, like Pharaoh. "Lord, how long?" asks the Prophet. 
** Even till all the land shall be emptied of inhabitants!" The 
whole course of the Jewish history is here most concisely fore- 
told. The great desolation of the Babylonish captivity should be 
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followed by a return of a tenth of the people — all Jews, instead of 
all Israel — but that tenth should be consumed at last, as at the final 
destruction of Jerusalem, but all the time the nation should have a 
life in it never to be extinguished, just like trees that seem to die in 
the winter, but live all the time ; and the Holy Seed, the seed of 
the woman, should be within it. That nation should be His home ! 
So God declares the end from the beginning. Maiiy years later 
He took up the prophecy again concerning the Jews, who saw Him 
present in the flesh. Alas ! it is always true. He is always pleading 
with us ; and how many hearts are gross, how many eyes closed, 
and will not turn nor be saved, but let their God lament over them. 

They hear not, neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the 
prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not 
understand ; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive : for this 
people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed ; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should 
be converted, and I should heal them. (Matt. xiii. 13 — 15.) 



LESSON LXV.* 

THE RELEASE OF THE CAPTIVES, 

B.C. 742. — 2 Kings xv. 37, 38 ; 2 Chron. xxviii. i — 15. 

Another prophet had arisen in the time of Jotham, besides 
Isaiah, and while Hosea was yet alive, namely Micah, called the 
Morasthite, from his home at the little village of Moresheth-gath. 
None of Isaiah's prophecies are dated during Jotham's reign, but 
Micah's earlier chapters appear to have been then written ; and 
before beginning on the unhappy reign of Ahaz, we will read a 
fragment of one of the poems that reproached the men of Jotham's 
time for their sins, and foretold the miseries they would bring on 
themselves : — 

O thou that art named the !}ouse of Jacob, 

Is the spirit of the Lord straitened ? 

Are these his doings ? 

Po not my words do good to him that walketh uprightly ? 

* Let the little ones only be^in with the latter half. 
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Even of late my people is risen up as an enemy : 

Ye pull off the robe with the gannent from them that pass by 

securely as men averse from war. 
The women of my people have ye cast out from their pleasant houses; 
From their children have ye taken away my glory for ever. 
Arise ye, and depart ; for this is not your rest : 
Because it is polluted, it shall destroy you, even with a sore 

destruction. 
If a man walking in the spirit and falsehood do lie, saying, 
I will prophesy unto thee of wine and of strong drink ; 
He shall even be the prophet of this people. 
I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee ; 
I will surely gather the remnant of Israel : 
I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, 
As the flock in the midst of their fold : 

They shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men. 
The breaker is come up before them : 
They have broken up, and have passed through the gate, 
And are gone out by it : 
And their king shall pass before them, 
And the Lord on the head of them. (Micah ii. 7 — 13.) 

See how the robber nobles are reproached for stripping the 
peaceable, and turning the widows of the men they have^misused 
out of their pleasant homes, while by corrupting their children they 
destroyed God's glory in them I Then comes the sudden warning 
that Canaan shall no more be their rest; they have polluted it. 
The prophets they liked were men who, instead of milk and honey, 
promised them wine and strong drink. And with another sudden 
burst, Micah promises that though they should be cast out from 
their polluted land, yet that they should be assembled like the 
flocks of Bozrah, the great sheep-fold city of Edom ; and not 
merely glimpsing at the opening of the gates of their captivity at 
Babylon, he speaks to all ages. Our rest, as he has said, is not 
here, but there is one who gathers us as His sheep — the Breaker ; 
He who hath broken the gates of the grave, and passed through it, 
leaving it open for ever for us to pass out, our King and Lord at 
our head. The Jews always knew this was a prophecy of the 
Messiah, and called him the Breaker. It is one of the first 
prophecies of the Resurrection of Christ and of ourselves : — 

In those days the Lord began to send against Judah Rezin the king of 
Sjrria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah. 

And Jotham slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the 
city of 'David )us father : and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead. 
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Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned six- 
teen years in Jerusalem : but he did not that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord, like David his father : 

For he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and made also molten 
images for Baalim. 

Moreover he burnt Incense in the valley of the son of Hinnom, and burnt 
his children in the fire, after the abominations of the heathen whom the 
Lord had cast out before the children of Israel. 

He sacrificed also and burnt incense in the high places, and on the hills, 
and under every green tree. 

Wherefore the Lord his God delivered him into the hand of the king of 
Syria ; and they smote him, and carried away a great multitude of them 
captives, and brought them to Damascus. And he was also delivered into 
the hand of the king of Israel, who smote him with a great slaughter. 

For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah an hundred and twenty 
thousand in one day, which were all valiant men ; because they had forsaken 
the Lord God of their fathers. 

And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the king's son, 
and Azrikam the governor of the house, and Elkanah that was next to the 
king. 

And the children of Israel carried away captive of their brethren two 
hundred thousand, women, sons, and daughters, and took also away much 
spoil from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria. 

Bat a prophet of the Lord was there, whose name was Oded : and he 
went out before the host that came to Samaria, and said unto them, Behold, 
because the Lord God of your fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath 
delivered them into your hand, and ye have slain them in a rage that 
reurheth up unto heaven. 

And now ye purpose to keep under the children of Judah and Jerusalem 
for bond-men and bond- women unto you : but are there not with you, even 
with you, sins against the Lord your God ? 

Now hear me therefore, and deliver the captives again, which ye have 
taken captive of your brethren : for the fierce wrath of the Lord is upon you. 
Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim, Azariah the son 
of Johanan, Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, and Jehizkiah the son of 
Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against them that came 
from the war, 

And said unto them. Ye shall not bring in the captives hither : for 
whereas we have offended against the Lord already, ye intend to add more 
to our sins and to our trespass : for our trespass is great, and there is fierce 
wrath against Israel. 

So the armed men left the captives and the spoil before the princes and 
all the congregation. 

And the men which were expressed by name * rose up, and took the 
captives, and with the spoil clothed all that were naked among them, and 
arrayed them, and shod them, and gave them to eat and to drink, and 
anointed them, and carried all the feeble of them upon asses, and brought 
tibem to Jericho, the city of palm trees, to their brethren : then they 
returned to Samaria. 

* Mentioned in lists 
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We are not told what corrupted Ahaz, after being brought up by 
so good a father, or what tempted him to turn to the gods of the 
heathen. Most likely his princes perverted him, but he bears the 
sin, and both he and they bore the punishment. He imitated the 
kings of Israel, kept, as Micah says, the statutes of Omri, and not 
only worshipped in the high places, but brought in other gods, going 
so far as even to set up a temple to the horrible Phoenician Moloch, 
in the valley of Hinnom, just outside Jerusalem, and there sacrifice 
his own children. 

Punishment soon began. Even in Jotham's time, there had been 
a scheme formed by the kings of Syria and Israel for deposing the 
house of David and setting up a man to be king of Judah, named, 
as we find from the Assyrian inscriptions, Azariah, the son of 
Jabeal. Probably Ahaz hoped that to depart from the old exclu- 
sive worship practised by the family of David might render him 
better liked among other kings, but instead of his neighbours being 
conciliated, the warlike Pekah of Samaria, and Rezin, king of 
Damascus, allied themselves against him, and made a dreadfiil 
havoc, slaying Ahaz's son, and carrying off a great number of cap- 
tives. But the exhortations of the prophets had raised a better 
spirit among some of the Israelites. Oded, a prophet, went forth 
to meet the conquerors, and upheld to them the iniquity of making 
slaves of their brethren of Judah, and adding this to their long list 
of crimes. And so powerful were his words, that some of the 
chiefs of Ephraim, rulers of Samaria, absolutely forbade the cap- 
tives to be brought into the city, but so urged on the returning 
warriors the danger and offence of enslaving the people of the one 
tribe that had comparatively deserved God's favour, that they 
absolutely gave up their spoil and captives ; and these generous 
men, good Samaritans already, fed and refreshed the poor prison- 
ers, gave them clothes, mounted the feeble on asses, and guarded 
them safely back — not past the robber priests of Bethel, but to 
Jericho, the city of palm-trees, which belonged to Judah. One 
cannot help thinking that the action of these good Ephraimites 
may have been rewarded by some of the tenderer blessings of their 
own prophet Hosea, or by Isaiah's promise of a happy time, when 

Ephraim shall not envy Judah, 
Neither shall Judah vex Ephraim. 
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LESSON LXVI. 

THE SIGN TO A H A Z, 

RC 741. — Isaiah vii. i— 17. 

And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of 
Uzziah^ khig of Jndah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of 
Remabah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, but 
could not jwevail against it 

And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with 
Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the 
trees ci the wood are moved with the wind. 

Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou, and • 
Shear-jaahub* Uiy son, at die end of the conduit of the upper pool in the 
highway of the fuller's field ; 

And say unto him. 

Take heed, and be quiet ; 

Fear not, neither be £unt-hearted 

For the two tails of these smoking firebrands. 

For the fierce a^;er of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah, 

Because Syria, £phraim, and the son of Remaliah, 

Have taken evil counsel against thee, saying. 

Let us go up a£;ainst Judah, and vex it. 

And let us make a breach therein for us. 

And set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal : 

Thus saith the Lord God, It shall not stand, neither shall it come 

to pass. 
For the head of Syria is Damascus, 
And the head of Damascus is Rezin ; 
And within threescore and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that 

it be not a people. 
And the head ot Ephraim is Samaria, 
And the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son. 
If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be established. 
Moreover the Lord spake again unto Ahaz, sajring. 
Ask thee a si^ of the Lord thy God ; 
Ask it either m the depth, or in the height above. 
But Aliaz said, I will not ask, neither wiiil I tempt the Lord. 
And he said. Hear ye now, O house of David ; 
Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my 

God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign ; 
Behold, a viicin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
And shall call his name ImmanueLf 
Butter and honey shall he eat, 

* A remnant shall return. f God with oa. 

VOL. IIL O 
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That he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 

For before the child shall know 

To refuse the evil, and choose the good. 

The land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings. 

The Lord shall bring upon thee, 

And upon thy people, and upon thy father's house, 

Days that have not come, 

From the day that Ephraim departed from Judah ; 

Even the king of Assyria. 

Comment. — ^After the defeat and disaster of Judah, the terror of 
Ahaz was great when he learned that another league was being 
formed against him by Syria and Israel, whose kings even pro- 
posed to depose him and the house of David, and set up a stranger, 
" the son of Jabeal." He was in the utmost fear and trembling, 
though the interposition on behalf of the captives at Samaria itself 
might have taught him God's care for His people. An idolater, 
however, could have no trust in the Lord, and the king's expedient 
was to send and entreat the aid of the mighty king of Assyria, who 
was already so terrible to Syria. But the prophet Isaiah was sent 
to prevent this fatal project. He was bidden to go forth, with his 
son Shear-jashub, whose prophetic name promised that a remnant 
should return, and promise him safety. The king was apparently 
getting ready for a siege, and had been inspecting the pools of 
Gihon, those in the royal gardens to the west of the city, where 
Solomon had been anointed. There were two of these, an upper 
and a lower ; a conduit or aqueduct carried the water into the city, 
and by its side the fullers, or persons whose trade was to whiten 
garments of wool and linen, had their field, since they required a 
great deal of water. It seems almost as if these points of time 
and place were so exactly specified because of the exceeding great- 
ness of the prophecy that was there to be delivered. There came 
the king from his inspection, in his haste and confusion. There 
stood the prophet, himself of the house of David, and the first 
words of his chant were, "Take heed, and be quiet/* Strange 
advice it seemed, but the prophet went on calmly to assure him 
that none of the plans of his enemies should stand. Two tails of 
smoking firebrands, he calls them ; for they were like the ends of 
torches all but burnt out, the last and last but one of the kings of their 
nations ; and in sixty-five years more Israel should be so broken 
as never again to be a power. There it would seem that Isaiah 
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waited for Ahaz to reply, as Jehoshaphat did to the like promise 
of safety ; but the king had made up his unbelieving mind to trust, 
as he thought, to more solid aid than the promises of a prophet. 
Then the prophet bade him ask a sign in heaven or earth that the 
words were true, but Ahaz was hardened, and pretended to be too 
piously humble to tempt the Lord, as he called it, because in truth 
he was resolved to give Isaiah's religion no advantage over him in 
the eyes of the people, and not to let them see his favourite idola- 
tries put to shame. Isaiah then broke forth with tlie great pro- 
phetic sign. A virgin then meant a betrothed woman, not yet taken 
to her husband's house. The child yet to be bom of a woman 
who when the prophecy was spoken was just about to be married 
should not be old enough to understand the difference between good 
and evil before both these foes of Judah should have perished, 
while the child himself lived on butter and honey, the true 
produce of the land flowing with milk and honey. There was 
another pause ; and as the sullen king would not accept the sign, 
the prophet broke out into a woful prediction of the miseries that 
would come on him and his land through the king of Assyria, on 
whose alliance he was bent. Ahaz still was unmoved ; but from 
that time forth it was felt that though there was a first fulfilment 
near at hand, this prophecy looked far forward. It had taken up 
the first prophecy, of the Seed of the woman ; for a virgin was to 
bear a Son, and in the word Immanuel was declared that the child 
should be God, present and walking with us, and in that child should 
all the foes of God's people be destroyed. St. Matthew quotes the 
prophecy inmiediately after telling how St. Joseph was prepared for 
the birth of our Lord, giving the explanation in full : — 

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of 
the Lord by the prophet, saying, 

Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 

The name, as we know, implied what the Person was^ rather than 
His actual title, and so we shall find Isaiah using it a little further 
on. The eating butter and honey probably meant that He should 
be nourished like other children. His human nature being perfect, 
though He is God with us ; and it perhaps also relates to the purity 
and innocence of His food, and, as before, to His being an inha- 

o 2 
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bitant of the land flowing with milk and honey. It is remarkable, 
too, that in His meal with His Apostles, after His resurrection on 
£aster-day, when He had triumphed over His enemies, it was a 
piece of a honeycomb that He ate, in order to prove to them that 
He was come with His own Body, and not merely as a Spirit. 



LESSON LXVII. 

AHAZ'S ALLIANCE* 

B.C. 741. — 2 Kings xvL 7, 8 ; 2 Chron. xxviii. 17^19 ; Is, viiL i, 8. 

So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pUeser king of Assyria, saying, I am 
thy servant and thy son : come up, and save me out of the hand ofme king 
of Syria, and out of the hand of tne king of Israel, which rise up against me. 

And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the 

Lord, and in the treasures of the king's house, and sent it for a present to 

the king of Assyria, 

♦ ♦ ♦ • ♦ * 

For again the Edomites had come and smitten Judah, and carried away 
captives. 

The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the low country, and of the 
south of Judah, and had taken Beth-shemesh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, 
and Shocho with the villages thereof, and Timnah with the villages thereof, 
Gimzo also and the villages thereof : and they dwelt there. 

For the Lord brought Judah low because of Ahaz king ef Israel ; for he 
made Judah naked,t and transgressed sore against the Lord. 

Meantime Isaiah continues : — 

Moreover the Lord said unto me, Take thee a great roll, and write in it 
with a man's pen concerning Maher-shalal-hash-baz. 

And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and 
Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah. 

And the prophetess conceived and bare a son. Then said the Lord to 
me, Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz. :t 

For before the child shall have knowledge to cry. My father, and my 
mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken 
away before the king of Assyria. 

The Lord spake also unto me again, saying. 

Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go 

softly, 
And rejoice in Rezin and Remaliah's son ; 
Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them 
The waters of the river, strong and many, 

* Not for the younger ones. t Defenceless. } Make haste to the qwfl. 
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Even the king of Assyria, and all his glory : 
And he shall come up over all his channels, 
And go over all his banks : 
And he shall pass through Judah ; 
He shall overflow and go over, 
He shall reach even to the neck ; 

And the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, 
O InunanueL 

Comment. — ^Ahaz was determined to choose his own way of being 
helped. He knew that Tiglath-pileser, the great conquering king of 
Assyria, had already done much damage to Syria, and even to the 
northern and western tribes of Israel ; for the history of the two tribes 
and a half who dwelt in the land of Gilead beyond Jordan is thus 
summed up in the fifth chapter of the First Book of Chronicles : — 

And the children of the half tribe of Manasseh dwelt in the land : they 
increased firom Bashan unto Baal-hermon and Senir, and unto mount 
Hennon. 

And these were the heads of the house of their fathers, even Epher, and 
Ishi, and EUiel, and Azriel, and Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, and Jahdiel, 
mighty men of valour, famous men, and heads of the house of their fathers. 

And they transgressed against the God of their fathers, and went after the 
gods of the people of the land, whom God destroyed before them. 

And the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and 
the spirit of Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria, and he carried them away, 
even the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, and 
brought them unto Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and to the river Gozan, 
unto this day. 

Full of hatred against Pekah, devoid of gratitude to the good 
Ephraimites who had sent home his prisoners, and by no means 
grasping even the worldly wisdom that might have shown him the 
fatal folly of one branch of the Israelite people inviting a powerful 
enemy against the other, he sent a message, abject in humiliation, 
to Tiglath-pileser, and backed it with a gift of all the treasures ot 
silver and gold that his grandfather Uzziah and his father Jotham 
had delighted to dedicate in the Temple, and to store in the king's 
treasury. For indeed his need was increasing ; the Edomites and 
Philistines had taken advantage of his distress and were rising 
against him and taking his villages, and Judah was brought very low. 

Meanwhile the first fiilfilment of the prophecy about the child 
was drawing on. Isaiah took a wife, who was probably a pro- 
phetess already, and made witnesses observe the time of his 
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marriage. The chilii born of that marriage was not named Im- 
inanueL That prophetic name was still in reserve ; but no doubt, if 
Ahaz had believed and accepted the sign of deliverance, the babe 
would never have borne the awful title of Maher-shalal-hash-baz— 
" Haste to the spoil." Before he was old enough to call father or 
mother, Damascus and Samaria should indeed be laid waste and 
plundered by the king of Assyria — but for the misery, not the 
deliverance of Judah. And then follows a sad prediction, spoken 
to the Israelites, or perhaps to any traitors in Judah. The pool of 
Shiloah is a deep and peaceful one at Jerusalem, and the prophet 
warns the men who preferred the aid of Pekah and Rezin to trusting 
in the God of Israel, that trust in man was like neglecting the pool of 
Shiloah, which is deep and inexhaustible, though soft and still, and 
preferring some great and mighty river that would overflow and 
drown the whole country, rising even to the neck. For the king of 
Assyria shall come as if spreading the wings he bears on his ensign, 
and sweep over what might have been the land of Immanuel, but had 
become the land of Maher-shalal-hash-baz — the haste to the spoil. 

Observe again how much of warning and prophecy there is to us. 
Isaiah's child (probably), a son of David, bore that dreadful and 
ominous name because Ahaz and the men of Jerusalem would not 
accept the sign. Our Immanuel's Name is very different — ^J ESUS ; 
the Lord our Salvation — salvation instead of destruction. But it 
is true, even now, that to those who will not accept the sign of the 
Virgin-bom, He will become their Maher-shalal-hash-baz — He who 
hastes to destroy. 

Again, Shiloah is the same with Siloanty which the Evangelist 
St. John interprets to mean Sent^ when he tells in the ninth chapter 
how our Lord sent the blind man to wash and recover his sight 
there. St. John thus connects the name with Shiloh, the name by 
which Jacob had prophesied of Christ in his dying song (Gen. xlix. 
Vol. I. Book I, Lesson LXII.). Now, if we turn from the cleansing 
waters that flow softly from our smitten Rock (Book 2, Lesson xxill. 
I Cor. X. 6), namely the Holy Spirit, as given by His Word and 
Sacraments, and seek instead aid from what seems to please our 
fancy better, we shall be swept away by the torrent we have brought 
upon ourselves. Whenever indeed there is a choice between the 
meek ways pointed out by conscience and the bold promises of ihe 
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world, it is a question between seeking the quiet pool of Shiloah, 
and opening the flood-gates of the devouring stream, which will 
then overwhelm us even to the neck, even in the Church, the very 
land of Immanuel, or God manifest in the flesh. Pray God in 
His grace that we may never desert the waters of Shiloah. 



LESSON LXVIIL 

THE APOSTASY OF AHAZ. 

B.C. 740. — 2 Kings xvi. 9 — 18 ; 2 Chron. xxviii. 20 — 25. 

And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him : for the king of Assyria 
went up against Damascus, and took it, and carried the people of it captive 
to Kir, and slew Rezin. 

And king Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, 
and saw an altar that was at Damascus : and king Ahaz sent to Urijah the 
priest the fashion of the altar, and the pattern of it, according to all the 
workmanship thereof. 

And Urijah the priest built an altar according to all that king Ahaz had 
sent from Damascus : so Urijah the priest made it against king Ahaz came 
from Damascus. 

And when the king was come from Damascus, the king saw tlie altar : 
and the king approached to the altar, and offered thereon. 

And he burnt his bumt-oflfering and his meat-offering, and poured his 
drink-ofifering, and sprinkled the blood of his peace-ofiferings, upon the 
altar. 

And he brought also the brasen altar, which was before the Lord, from 
the fore-front of the house, from between the altar and the house of the 
Lord, and put it on the north side of the altar. 

And king Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, saying. Upon the great 
altar bum the morning burnt-offering, and the evening meat-offering, and 
the king's burnt-sacrifice, and his meat-offering, with the burnt-offering of 
all the people of the land, and their meat-offering, and their drink-offerings; 
and sprinkle upon it all the blood of the burnt-offering, and all the blood of 
the sacrifice : and the brasen altar shall be for me to inquire by. 

Thus did Urijah the priest, according to all that king Ahaz commanded. 

And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the bases, and removed the layer 
from off them ; and took down the sea from off the brasen oxen that were 
under it, and put it upon a pavement of stones. 

And the covert * for the sabbath that they had built in the house, and 
the king's entry without, turned he from the house of the Lord for the 

king of Assyria. 

* * * * * * 

And Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria came unto him, and distressed him, 
but strengthened him not. 

* Shelter used on the Sabbath-day. 
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For Ahaz took away a portion out of the house of the Lord, and out of 
the house of the kmg, and of the princes, and gave it unto the king of 
Assyria : but he helped him not 

And in the time of his distress did he trespass yet more against the 
Lord : this is that king Ahaz. 

For he sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus, which smote him : and he 
said. Because the gods of the kings of Syria help them, therefore will I 
sacrifice to them, that they may help me. But they were the ruin of him, 
and of all Israel. 

And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the house of God, and cut in 
pieces the vessels of the house of God, and shut up the doors of the house 
of the Lord, and he made him altars in every comer of Jerusalem. 

And in every several city of Judah he made high places to bum incense 
unto other gods, and provoked to anger the Lord God of his fathers. 

Comment. — ^The message of Ahaz brought Tiglath-pileser most 
willingly to attack Pekah and Rezin. He came to Damascus, took 
the city, slew Rezin, and, according to the Assyrian fashion, secured 
it by carrying off the inhabitants, as Pul had already done the tribes 
beyond Jordan, and planting them in a distant part of his own 
lands — namely, Kir — ^between the Caspian and Black Seas. It was 
a terrible thing to be conquered by those kings of Nineveh, as we 
see by their own boastful sculptures, where they are shown cutting 
down trees and making an utter destruction. It seems from the 
Assyrian histories that Tiglath-pileser held a grand court at Da- 
mascus, at which no less than twenty-three tributary kings appeared 
and did him obeisance, and among them his list mentions Pekah 
of Israel and Ahaz of Judah. He deprived Pekah of half his king- 
dom, and particularly oppressed the northern parts, Zebulun and 
Naphtali, which lay nearest to Syria ; and in the disaffected state 
of the kingdom of Samaria, Pekah was murdered almost imme- 
diately after his return. And thus indeed it was that the two tails 
of smoking firebrands were quenched — the two hostile kings both 
dead before the prophetess's child .could cry father or mother ! 
But it seems as if the fulfilment of the sign had only embittered 
Ahaz the more. Those gods of Damascus, Rinunon and the rest, 
would not send him such threatening messages as Isaiah and 
Micah poured upon him. He did sacrifice to the gods of Da- 
mascus, and being now dead to all respect for the Divine appoint- 
ment by which the Temple had been arranged, he sent a pattern of 
an idol altar home, and bade it be erected in the Temple. The 
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high priest, Urijah,* was cowardly enough to obey, and Ahaz him- 
self offered the sacrifices there, apparently to the Damascene gods. 
Probably the remembrance of Uzziah's fate made him avoid the 
real altar, but he displaced the brazen altar of incense from between 
the g^reat altar of burnt-offering and the Holy Place, destroying the 
emblem of prayer coming near to God in right of sacrifice, and 
using it for some purposes of divination of his own — for he was 
ready to seek into the future by any means except the right. He 
altered the times of the sacrifices, which had never varied since the 
days of Mount Sinai, and he took the great laver down from the 
backs of the twelve oxen that Solomon had cast. The king's grand 
entrance — ^probably the bridge and steps which the Queen of Sheba 
had so admired — and a shelter built for the use of the multitudes on 
the Sabbath-day, he turned, as it seems, into a fortress for himself. 
For the king of Assyria only oppressed him with his demands, 
and gave him no help against the enemies who poured in upon 
Judah. More desperate and more angry he daily grew, and Urijah, 
who probably had yielded to him in hopes of not offending him 
utterly, at last beheld all the sacred vessels broken up, and the 
doors of the Temple shut, as never had happened before, not even 
under Athaliah. The faithful priests and Levites were driven away ; 
but, as if to console them, as well as to lay up a future store of 
sacred song for the comfort of future exiles, they, too, enjoyed a 
wonderful flood of inspiration, both Kohathites and sons of Asaph. 
The Kohathites in their banishment wrote the beautiful Forty- 
second Psalm, beginning and always repeating at the end of each 
stanza the same two hopeful lines' : — 

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
So panteth my soul after thee, O God. 
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God : 
AVhen shall I come and appear before God ? 
My tears have been my meat day and night, 
While they continually say unto me, Where is thy God ? 
When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me : 
For I had gone with the multitude, 
I went with them to the house of God, 

With the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holyday. 
Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? and why art thou disquieted in me ? 
Hope thou in God : for I shall yet praise him for the help of his 
countenance. 

* He is left out of the lists of high priests in x Chron., as unworthy to appear there. 
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also in their erilc wrote the Eighty-fourth, envying the very 

hch could still cluster about the Altar and Temple, yet still 

•*^ that the Vale of Baca — that is, of Tears — ^may be turned 

knowing y^g^s2iing, whence they may be led from strength to 

^^"^ i^t^cp^ thdr God in the true Zion : — 
strength to sec u* 

IT ir amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts ! 

Id sool loogeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord : 

Mv heart and my flesh crieth out for the livmg God. 

Vea. the sparrow hath found an house. 

And the swallow a nest for herself. 

Where she may lay her young, 

Eten thine altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God. 

-MffsseA are they that dwell in thy house : they will be still praising 

thee, 
glfgsed is the man whose strength is in thee ; 
In whose heart are the ways of them. 
Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; 
The rain also filleth the pools. 
They go from strength to strength. 
Every one of them in Zjon appeareth before God. 

Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer : 
Give ear, O God of Jacob. 

Behold, O God our shield, 

And look upon the face of thine anointed. 

For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. 

1 had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell 

in the tents of wickedness. 
For the Lord God is a sun and shield : the Lord will g^ve grace 

and glory : 
No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. 
O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. 

The sons of Korah were the porters of the Temple, probably 
^lose being thus employed who had no musical science, and the 
^thful Levite longs even after that humble occupation, even while 
lie never lets go his hope for a moment Asaph — for there seems 
lo have been a real second Asaph at that time — ^made a still more 
piteous lamentation in the Seventy-fourth Psalm, from which we 
gather that there was persecution as well as profanity, and that all 
the prophets had been driven into hiding : — 

O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever? 
Why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture ? 
~ member thy congrej:jation, which thou hast purchased of old ; 
rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed ; 
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This mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt 

Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desolations ; 

Even all tiat the enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary. 

Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations ; 

They set up their ensigns for signs. 

A man was famous according as he had lifted up axes upon the 

thick trees. 
But now they break down, the carved work thereof at once with 

axes and hammers. 
They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, 
They have defiled by casting down the dwelling-place of thy name 

to the ground. 
They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together : 
They have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land. 
We see not our signs : there is no more any prophet : 
Neither is there among us any that knoweth how long. 

The latter end of the psalm is, however, full of hope, grounded on 
what God had before done for His people in the wilderness ; and 
the picture of ruin it gives us, no doubt was coloured so highly as a 
prophecy of the greater destruction yet to come, and as a voice for 
the faithful remnant of the Church whenever she is under punish- 
ment from her foes. 



LESSON LXIX. 

THE CHILD OF PROPHECY* 

B.C. 740. ^Isaiah viii. 13—15, 18 — 22; ix. 1—7; Micah v. i — 5. 

Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself ; 

And let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 

And he shall be for a sanctuary ; 

But for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the 

houses of Israel, 
For a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
And many among them shall stumble, and fall, 
And be broken, and be snared, and be taken. 

****** 

Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me 

Are for signs and for wonders in Israel 

From the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion. 

And when they shall say unto you. Seek unto them that have 

familiar spirits, 
And unto wizards that peep,+ and that mutter : 

* Not for the younger ones. ♦ Chirp. 

i 
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Should not a people seek unto their God ? 

For* the living to the dead? 

To the law and to the testimony : 

If they speak not according to this word, 

It is because there is no light in them. 

And they shall pass through it, hardly bestead * and hungry : 

And it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry, 

They shall fret themselves, 

And curse their king and their God, and look upward. 

And they shall look unto the earth ; 

And behold trouble and darkness, dimness of anguish ; 

And they shall be driven to darkness. 

t Nevertheless the dimness shall hot be such as was in her vexation, 
When at the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the 

land of Naphtali, 
And afterward did more grievously afflict her 
By the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Gralilee of the nations. 
Tne people that walked in darkness have seen a great light : 
They that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them 

hath the light shined. 
Thou hast multiplied the nation, and % increased the joy : 
They joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, 
And as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 
For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, 
And the staff of his shoulder. 
The rod of his oppressor. 
As in the day of Midian. 

For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, 
And garments rolled in blood ; 
But this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 
For unto us a Child is bom. 
Unto us a Son is given : 

And the government shall be upon his shoulder : 
And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The nu^hty 

God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end. 
Upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
To order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 

henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 

perform this. 

And Micah thus carries on the promise : — 

Now gather thyself in troops, O daughter of troops : 

He hath laid siege against us : 

They shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek. 

But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, 

* Distressed. t Here let the younger begin. 

I The word " not," in our version, is decided to be a mistraiulation. 
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Though thOn be little among the thousands of Judah, 

Yet oat of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 

Israel; 
Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 
Therefore iiml he give them up, 
Until the time that she hath brought forth : 
Then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of 

Israel 
And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, 
In the majesty of the name of the Lord his God ; 
And they shall abide : 

For now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 
And this man shall l^ the peace. 

Comment. — ^To go through all the prophecy of Isaiah is not 
possible, but we must turn to that other song of rejoicing which 
fills our hearts with fresh joy every Christmas Day. Isaiah is still 
trying to draw Judah back to the Lord, with Him in their hearts, 
making them holy ; with Him alone for their fear — they would ever 
find Him a sanctuary, not only holy, but a sure reftige for all who 
were in danger ; but that very safety to a believer would be a ruin- 
ous cause of overthrow to the unbeliever. St. Peter and St. Paul 
both repeat this prophecy, which comes home to us as much as to 
them : — ^** And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to 
them which stumble at the word, being disobedient : whereunto 
also they were appointed." Those who leave the true faith are like 
Saul, siure to try and satisfy themselves with some enchantment ; 
and it seems that in these faithless days of Ahaz they betook them- 
selves to wizards, who " chirped " and muttered to persuade their 
dupes that their spirit was talking to them. Isaiah bids them turn 
from these dead fancies to the living God. If they wanted a sign, 
here was Isaiah and the two children God had given to him ! The 
Law and the Testimony, namely the Ark of the Covenant, were 
theirs still, and whoever spake not in accordance with these had 
no light in hinu All that would come of such seeking would be 
wandering in darkness and desolation, till they would in their utter 
perplexity curse not only their king, who had misled them, but 
their God. 

But Isaiah is not dwelling only on the distress the Assyrians 
would bring, nor on the deliverance that Ahaz's own son would 
bring, when he should, show the light even to the remote tribes of 
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dark Israel. No : his vision has gone much further on. There 
should come a time of darkness and dimness, in the midst of which 
a great Light should suddenly break forth in the tribes of Naphtali 
and Zebulun, which had already suffered from the Assyrian — ^in 
Galilee by the Iktle Sea or Lake of Chinnereth ; Galilee, called of 
the Nations, because it had always been partly peopled by strangers. 
These, the most rude and ignorant, the remotest from Jerusdem, 
should see a great Light St. Matthew himself quotes the pro- 
phecy when the Light appeared : — 

Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed 
into Galilee ; 

And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon 
the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim : 

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying. 

The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the 
sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles ; 

The people which sat in darkness saw great light ; and to them which sat 
in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 

Oh, what a song of ecstasy Isaiah breaks into ! He sees before- 
hand the Jewish tribe multiplied into the Universal Church, and joy 
in the harvest of souls, joy in the victory of Christ and His Saints ; 
in the battle day — not of warriors and blood, but when earth shall 
flame at His coming. For to us the coming Immanuel is bora ; 
to us a Son is given. He shall rule. His kingdom shall be for 
ever. His names of glory declare His infinite wisdom, His Divine 
power, and, above all, that He is the Prince of Peace. Peace in 
our souls, peace in His Church, peace for evermore in heaven, 
—peace, for He hath won pardon and peace, and left it to us. 
•* Peace I leave with you. My peace I give unto you." 

And Micah took up, either at once or soon after, the Christmas 
promise of Isaiah. He calls Jerusalem the " daughter of troops," 
namely, troops of marauders, because of the robbery and violence 
that had been committed ; but though her wicked ruler should 
be smitten with a rod, there was a ruler to come forth from 
Bethlehem-Ephratah. He calls it by both names, "The House of 
Bread " and " The Fruitful." The place counted for little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet the true King, the Son of David, should 
be born there. It was by this prophecy that the Scribes directed 
the Wise Men of the East when they came to Herod : from this 
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that the Jews always looked for the Messiah to be bom at Bethle- 
hem ; for the ensuing words speak of Him as having gone forth 
from ** the everlasting." He is the Everlasting Father. God would 
in a manner give the Jews up — leave them to themselves — until 
she (that is, the Virgin Mother) had brought forth, and then He 
should stand and feed — feed us, His flock, as a Shepherd, in the 
strength and majesty of the Most High, and be the Peace. This 
Man shall be the peace — our peace with God now, henceforth, 
and for evermore! 

LESSON LXX. 

HEZEKIAH CLEANSES THE TEMPLE. 

B.C. 730—726. — 2 Kings xvii. i, 2 ; xviii. I — 6 ; 2 Chron. xxix. 

3— II, 15-19. 

In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea the son of Elah 
to reign in Samaria over Israel nine years. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, but not as the 
kings of Israel that were before him. 

. * * * * « He 

Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of 
Israel, that Hezekijii the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. 

Twenty and five years old was he when he began to reign ; and he reigned 
twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Abi, the 
daughter of Zachariah. 

And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according to 
all that David his father did. 

He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the 
groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made : for 
unto those days the children of Israel did bum incense to it : and he called 
it Nehushtan. * 

He trusted in the Lord God of Israel ; so that after him was none like 
him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. 

For he clave to the Lord, and departed not from following him, but kept 
his commandments, which the Lord commanded Moses. 

»**»♦♦ 

He in the first year of his reign, in the first month, opened the doors of 
the house of the Lord, and repaired them. 

And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them to- 
gether into the east street, 

And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and 
sanctify the house of the Lord God of your fathers, and carry forth the 
filthiness out of the holy place. 

For our fathers have trespassed, and done that which was evil \xv ^«t. ^.-^^sk 

* A piece of brass. 
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of the Lord our God, and have forsaken him, and have turned away their 
faces from the habitation of the Lord, and turned their backs. 

Also they have shut up the doors of the porch, and pnt ont the lamps, 
and have not burned incense nor offered burnt-offerings in Uie holy place 
unto the God of Israel. 

Wherefore the wrath of the Lord was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and 
he hath delivered them to trouble, to astonishment,* and to hissing, as ye 
see with your eyes. 

For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our 
daughters and our wives are in captivity for this. 

Now it is in mine heart to make a covenant with the Lord God of 
Israel, that his fierce wrath may turn away from us. 

My sons, be not now negligent : for the Lord hath chosen you to stand 
before him, to serve him, and that ye should minister unto him, and burn 

incense. 

* • * * • • 

And they gathered their brethren, and sanctified themselves, and came, 
according to the commandment of the king, by the words of the Lord, to 
cleanse the house of the Lord. 

And the priests went into the inner part of the house of the Lord, to 
cleanse it, and brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the temple 
of the Lord into the court of the house of the Lord. And the Levites 
took it, to carry it out abroad into the brook Kidron. 

Now they bqgan on the first day of the first month to sanctify, and on the 
eighth day of the month came they to the porch of the Lord : so they sanc- 
tified the house of the Lord in eight days ; and in the sixteenth day of the 
first month they made an end. 

Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and said, We have cleansed all 
the house of the Lord, and the altar of burnt-offering, with all the vessels 
thereof, and the shewbread table, with all the vessels mereof. 

Moreover all the vessels, which king Ahaz in his reign did cast away in 
his transgression, have we prepared and sanctified, and, behold, they are 
before the altar of the Lord. 

Comment. — After Hoshea had murdered Pekah, it was nine years 
before he became king of Samaria. He was a man of blood and 
violence, but not a determined supporter of the calf- worship like the 
other kings ; indeed, as Dan is never mentioned after Benhadad 
laid it waste, it is most likely that the shrine there was destroyed, 
and that the many prophecies of Hosea and Amos against Bethel 
had been fulfilled. And the most pure and brilliant hope had risen 
upon Judah, when, on the death of wicked Ahaz, the first thought 
of his son Hezekiah was to restore the worship of God in the beauty 
of holiness, and purify the land from end to end, destroying even 
the high places and wooden pillars that half-hearted kings feared 

* ConaitenkatiQiu 
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to interfere with. Nay, even the brazen serpent of the wilderness, 
the emblem on which saving faith had himg, he destroyed, because 
the people were treating it as an idoL He called it "a piece of brass," 
to teach them that their faith must be in God, not bound to any visible 
thing. And in his very first month he sent forth a summons to all 
the terrified, persecuted, widely scattered priests and Levites. It 
is as if to encourage then^ after the hardships and cruelties they 
had endured from his father, that he called them " my sons,'* and 
represented to them how bitter was the trouble that their forsaking 
the Lord had brought on the nation. It was in his heart, he said, 
to bind the nation by a fresh covenant ; so he bade them cleanse 
out of the Temple all the filth and idolatry they found there. Full 
eight days it took them to clear away Ahaz's defilements — his idol 
altar and all other remnants of his foul attempts at insulting God. 
All were cast into the brook of Kidron — the same which drained 
away the blood and offal of the sacrifices. The vessels, too, which 
were not destroyed they cleansed, sanctifying all no doubt with 
sacrifice. How blessed the change ! how happy they must have 
been ! We cannot help echoing the song of joy with which the 
sons of Korah welcomed their return to the Temple they had so 
grieved and mourned for : — 

Lord, thou hast been favourable unto thy land : 

Thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. 

Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, 

Thou hast covered all their sin. 

Thou hast taken away all thy wrath : 

Thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger. 

Turn us, O God of our salvation. 

And cause thine anger toward us to cease. 

Wilt thou be angry with us for ever ? 

Wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations ? 

Wilt thou not revive us again : 

That thy people may rejoice in thee? 

Shew us Uiy mercy, O Lord, 

And grant us thy salvation. 

I will hear what God the Lord Axdll speak : 

For he will speak peace unto his people, 

And to his saints : 

But let them not turn again to folly. 

Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him ; 

That glory may dwell in our land. 

Mercy and truth are nilet together ; 

Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

TOL. IIL P 
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l>uvh shall ^ring out of the earth ; 

.V:w righceousness shall look down from heaven. 

V^A^ ihe Lord shall give that which is good ; 

.\aa our land shall yield her increase. 

Righteousness shall go before him ; 

Aud shall set us in the way of his steps. 

VaJ we love this Eighty-fifth Psalm all the more as the sweetest 
,•* aU vHir own Christmas-day psalms. The good Levite, joyful 
ao<>Ni that the bondage to Assyria is over, and the sins imder 
Cioi iSwrgiven, knows, perhaps by Isaiah^s prophecies, that this 
• shct' i* only an emblem of a greater relief and cleansing to come 
:iii-ou^h a greater Son of David. There was rest and joy under 
;hat just and merciful Hezekiah ; but under Him who should be the 
prince of Peace, it would at last be true that Righteousness — 
tKUudy} God's justice — would agree with Peace, because only 
through His Atonement can they be made to agree. Therefore, 
while at last the Mercy and the Truth of God meet together, His 
** Justice and Peace in sweet accord" can kiss one another for joy 
that they can now be united. Safety had come to them that feared 
Him, if they would not go back to the folly of idols. But oh, how 
much nearer has salvation come nigh to us that fear Him now, 
if we will not go back to the old defilements our hearts have been 
cleansed from ! Truth did flourish out of the earth in the pro- 
phets and psalmists of good Hezekiah's day, but how much more 
has it not flourished since the Holy Spirit Himself hath dwelt in 
the hearts of men .? And if Hezekiah did follow righteousness all 
his days, and direct his going in the way, the Son who hath sprung 
from Hezekiah after the flesh is Righteousness Himself — the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. 



LESSON LXXI. 

HEZEKIAWS. PASSOVER. 

B.C. 730. — 2 Chron. XXX. {abridged,) 

And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and wrote letters also to 
Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the Lord 
at Jerusalem, to keep the passover unto the Lord God of IsraeL 

they established a decree to make proclamation throughout all Israel, 
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from Beer-sheba even to Dan, that they should come to keep the passover 
unto the Lord God of Israel at Jerusalem : for they had not done it of a 
long time in such sort as it was written. 

So the posts went with the letters from the king and his princes through- 
out all Israel and Judidi, and according to the commandment of the king, 
saying. Ye children of Israel, turn agam unto the Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, and he will return to the remnant of you, tliat are escaped 
out of the hand of the kings of Assyi*ia. 

And be not ye like yoiur fathers, and like your brethren, which trespassed 
against the Lord God of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to 
desolation, as ye see. 

Now be ye not stifihecked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves 
unto the Lord, and enter into his sanctuary, which he hath sanctified for 
ever : and serve the Lord your God, that the fierceness of his wrath may 
turn away from you. 

For if ye turn again unto the Lord, your brethren and your children 
shall find compassion before them that lead them captive, so that they 
shall come again into this land : for the Lord your God is gracious 
and merdfiil, and will not turn away his face from you, if ye return 
unto him. 

So the posts passed firom city to city through the country of Ephraim 
and Manasseh even unto Zebulun : but tliey laughed them to scorn, and 
mocked them. 

Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun htimbled 
themselves, and came to Jerusalem. 

Also in Judah the hand of God was to give them one heart to do the 
commandment of the king and of the princes, by the word of the Lord. 

And there assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep the feast of 
unleavened bread in the second month, a very great congregation. 

And they arose and took away the altars that were in Jemsalem, and all 
the altars for incense took they away, and cast them into the brook Kidron. 

Then they killed thepa^feover on the fourteenth day of the second month : 
and the priests and the Levites were ashamed, and sanctified themselves, 
and brought in the burnt-offerings into the house of the Lord. 

And they stood in their place after their manner, according to the law 
of Moses the man of God : the priests sprinkled the blood, which they 
received of the hand of the Levites. 

For there were many in the congregation that were not sanctified : there- 
fore the Levites had the charge of the killing of the passovers for every one 
that was not clean, to sanctify them unto the Lord. 

For a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim, and Manasseh, 
Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet did they eat the 
passover otherwise than it was written. But Hezekiah prayed for theni, 
saying. The gopd Lord pardon every one 

That prepareth his heart to seek God, the Lord God of his fathers, 
though he be not cleansed according to the purification of the sanctuary. 

And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people. 

And the children of Israel that were present at Jerusalem kept the feast 
of unleavened bread seven days with great gladness : and the Levites and 
the priests praised the Lord day by day, singing with loud instruments 
cnto the Lord. 
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And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the 
good knowledge of the Lord : and they did eat throughout the feast seven 
days, offering peace-offerings, and making confession to the Lord God of 
their fathers. 

♦ ****♦ 

And all the congregation of Judah, with the priests and the Invites, and 
all the congregation that came out of Israel, and the strangers that came 
out of the land of Israel, and that dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. 

So there was great joy in Jerusalem : for since the time of Solomon the 
son of David king of Israel there was not the like in Jerusalem. 

Then the priests the Levites arose and blessed the people : and their 
voice was heard, and their prayer came up to his holy dwelling-place, even 
unto heaven. 

Comment. — The 29th chapter continues the close description 
of the cleansing of the Temple by a great sin-oflfering of bullocks 
and lambs, and the sprinkling of ever}-thing with blood, since 
without blood was no remission. It was like a new great day of 
atonement. Then we hear how the psalmody of David and 
Asaph the seer was again restored, the Levites singing and 
playing their musical instruments, and assisting, not in killing 
but in flaying the animals at the g^eat thank-offering that fol- 
lowed. But, alas ! at Solomon's dedication feast the numbers 
of peace-offerings were 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep ; now 
the faithful in Judah only brought 600 oxen and 3,000 sheep. 
What was far worse, the priests were "not upright in heart to 
sanctify themselves," like the Levites. They only gave way to the 
zeal of the young king. He did yet more. The purification of the 
Temple had taken so long that the passover could not be kept in 
its proper month, Abib — the full moon after the equinox — so it was 
put off to the next, and in the meantime Hezekiah did what no 
king of Judah had attempted. He sent a noble-hearted invitation 
to all Israel to come and keep the passover at Jerusalem, like their 
forefathers. He did not flatter them. He openly told them that 
their sins were the cause of their troubles, but he freely invited 
them to repentance. King Hoshea was so far different from the 
former kings that he allowed Hezekiah's messengers to deliver their 
letters, instead of slaying them as the kings of the house of Omri 
or of Jehu would have done. In many places the invitation was 
laughed to scorn, but still a large number came. Out of all the 

ibes that remained, Dan, the apostate tribe^ is the only one not 
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mentioned — for Simeon had joined with Judah. Tobit mentions 
that he used to go up to Jerusalem from Naphtali, so that probably 
the custom now begun was continued. This was the first great 
light seen by the people of Zebulun and Naphtali ! A great con- 
gregation assembled ; but, untaught as they had been for two 
hundred years, the Israelites were in ignorance of the rules that 
required legal cleanness, and yet they were so full of zeal and piety 
that they put to shame the priests and Levites. The father of each 
household was the proper person to kill the lamb of the passover, 
and sprinkle the blood on the door-post, but so many of the Israel- 
ites were not in a state of legal cleanness, that the Levites killed 
the lambs, and the priests sprinkled the blood. How they must 
have needed the answer to the question, " What mean ye by this 
service ? " It is likely that the Seventy-eighth Psalm, an instruction 
by Asaph, summing up the history of Israel, was drawn up to teach 
the ignorant the whole story of God's dealings with their fathers. 
There is something most touching in Hezekiah's prayer, " The good 
Lord pardon every one that hath prepared his heart to seek the 
Lord God of his fathers, though he be not according to the puri- 
fication of the Sanctuary." Our own good Bishop Thomas 
Wilson has given us this for our secret prayer at the Holy Com- 
munion — our passover — in case we, or any other, should have failed 
through negligence or ignorance. Great gifts of cattle for thank- 
offerings were added, and the feast was prolonged for a week 
beyond the regular one, no doubt to give the Israelites time to be 
instructed. What a scene it must have been ! There had been 
none such since the time of Solomon ; and there never was such 
an one as to the men who must have been there — Isaiah, Micah, 
Nahum, Asaph, and that son of Korah who had so lately mourned 
in exile for the House of his God ; and most probably the prophet 
Hosea, in extreme old age ; and while the Levites taught the people, 
the young king — only five-and-twenty — moved about among them, 
"speaking comfortably.'' Surely Jerusalem never saw a more 
beautiful sight i And may it not have been that though the aged 
Hosea's cry still could only be, "O Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself," he saw in this glorious fortnight, no doubt, the saving of 
many souls, the earnest of that greatest promise uttered \i>j >aSs» 
mouth (Hosea xiii. 14) : — 
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I will ransom them from the power of the grave ; 
I will redeem them from death : 
O death, I will be thy plagues ; 
O grave, I will be thy destracticm. 

For as Hezekiah, son of David, won Israel from the power of 
darkness and death to keep the passover at Jerusalem, so the Son 
of Da\'id and of Hezekiah too hath overcome death, and is gra- 
dually gathering the Israel of God about Him to keep the Feast of 
the Marriage Supper of the Lamb ; and when His whole number 
are gathered in, St. Paul tells us (i Cor. xv. S4-57) — 

So when this corruptive shall have put on incorruptioo, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that 
is written. Death is swallowed up in victory. 

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 

The sting of death is sin ; and the strength of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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LESSON LXXII. 

THE CAPTIVITY OF THE ISRAELITES, 

B.C. 721.— 2 Chron. xxxL I ; 2 Kings xviii. 7, 8 ; xvii. 3 — 6 ; 

Psalm Ixxx. 

Now when all this was finished, all Israel that were present went out to 
the cities of Judah, and brake the images in pieces, and cut down the 
groves, and threw down the high places and the altars out of all Judah and 
Benjamin, in Ephraim also and Manasseh, until they had utterly destroyed 
them alL Then all the children of Israel returned, every man to his 
possession, into their own cities. 

♦ ♦♦♦♦• 

And the Lord was with Hezekiah ; and he prospered whithersoever he 
went forth : and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not. 

He smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, and the borders thereof from 
the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city. 

* * * ' * • « 

Against Hoshea came up Shalmaneser king of Ass3nia ; and Hoshea 
became his servant, and gave him presents. 

And the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea : for he had sent 
messengers to So king of Egypt, and brought no present to the king of 
Assyria, as he had done year by year : therdfore the king of Assyria shut 
him up, and bound him in prison. 
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Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, and went up 
Samaria, and besi^;ied it three years. 

In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, apd 
rried Israel awagr into Ass3rria, and placed them in Haldi and in Habor 
f the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. 

Asaph's lament for Israel is : — 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock ; 

Thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth. 

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh 

Stir up thy strength, and come and save us. 

Turn us again, O God, and cause thy f&ce to shine ; 

And we shall be saved. 

O Lord God of hosts, 

How long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people ? 

Thou feedest them with the bread of tears ; 

And givest them tears to drink in great measure. 

Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours : 

And our enemies laugh among themselves. 

Turn us again, O Gckl of hosts, and cause thy face to shine ; 

And we shall be saved. 

Thou hast brought a -^e out of Egypt : 

Thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it 

Thou prepaiedst room before it. 

And mdst cause it to take deep root. 

And it filled the land. 

The hills were covered with the shadow of it. 

And the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars. 

She sent out her boughs unto the sea. 

And her branches unto the river. 

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges. 

So that all they which pass by the way do pluck her ? 

The boar out of the wood doth waste it. 

And the wild beast of the field doth devour it 

Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts : 

ljQo\i down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine ; 

And the vineyard which thy right hand haih planted. 

And the branch that thou madest strong for thyself. 

It is burned with fire, it is cut down : 

They perish at the rebuke of thy countenance. 

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand : 

Upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself. 

So will not we go back from thee : 

Quicken us, and we will call upon thy name. 

Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts, cause thy face to shine ; 

And we shall be saved. 
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Comment. — It does sometimes happen that just when a country 
has sinned so far as to be about to suffer a terrible pmushment, 
God stirs up the good to bring about something of a change for the 
better, as if for the saving of the souls of those who most suffer for 
the sins of their country. Thus the Israelites who retiuned home 
after Hezekiah's passover broke their idols and began to worship 
God more according to the law. 

Meantime Tiglath-pileser had died, and this gave hopes to 
Samaria of shaking itself free of the Assyrians. Ethiopians had 
conquered Egypt, and there was a powerful king called So, Sethi, or 
Sethos, and both the kingdoms of Judah and Israel were strongly 
tempted to ally themselves with him against the dangerous Assyrian 
power. Isaiah, however^ strongly warned Hezekiah against so doing, 
and he dutifully obeyed, even though he broke from the Assyrian 
dominion and ceased to pay tribute. But Hoshea of Samaria did 
trust to Egypt, and thus brought down on himself the fiiry of the 
new king of Nineveh, Shalmaneser VII., who three times overran 
Israel, and at last, in Hezekiah's fourth year, only three years later 
than that glorious passover, the trembling and pitying men of 
Judah and Benjamin looked down from their mountains on the 
plains covered with Assyrians, and Samaria blockaded by their 
armies. The siege lasted three years, and in the course of it Shal- 
maneser died, and his young son was set aside by a general called 
Sargon, who finished the siege and put Hoshea to death. 

Sargon thus records his victory : — " I defeated the King Elain 
(a confusion with Elah, Hoshea*s father) ; I besieged, took, and 
captured the town of Samaria, and carried into captivity the 27,260 
persons who lived in it. I put aside the old established rulers of 
the land, and put my lieutenants in their place ! " His sculptures 
show the sad procession, the men chained together, the women on 
foot, with their little ones, or sometimes in carts, with small bundles 
of property. It was the Assyrian fashion of securing their con- 
quests by changing the inhabitants of one district for another, and 
these Israelites were taken up into the hills of Media, and there 
settled. Probably these sufferers were chiefly of the central tribes 
of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Issachar. Those beyond Jordan and 
northern Danites had gone already, and the mountaineers of 

Dee do not seem to have suffered so much ; but these tribes lost 
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their lovely home for ever ! There has been no return as a nation 
for them. Some straggled back under the name of Jews, and some 
of the monntain Jews of Persia are probably their descendants ; but 
the kingdom of Samaria, which had for its whole duration of 250 
years steadfly resisted God, in spite of all His pleadings, was over- 
thrown, and for ever. 

* And there is every reason to accept the Eightieth Psalm as the 
good Levite Asaph's prayer and lament over them. He goes back to 
the old blessing of Jacob — of Joseph as the fruitful bough, the vine by 
the well ; and recollecting the words "from thence is the Shepherd, 
the Stone of Israel,** he calls on that true Shepherd to have pity 
on the tribes of Joseph, joining Benjamin once again with his 
brother's sons, though they had so long been separated, and at 
each pause in his song entreating God to renew the blessing 
wherewith the High Priest had dismissed them after their happy 
Passover ; — 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee : 

The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee : 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. 

(Numb. vi. 24—26.) 

His mind is full of Isaiah's fresh prophecy of the vineyard that 
brought forth wild grapes, as he piteously describes the former beauty 
and present de^olateness of the vine, trodden down as it now was 
by the Assyrian wild beast ; and then from prayer he rises to pro- 
phecy. It does not follow that he understood it himself. Probably, 
yearning over the old days, he sung the wonderful verse — 

Let Thy Hand be on the Man of Thy Right Hand, 

And on the Branch that Thou madest so strong for Thyself : 

thinking only of Jacob's names for Rachel's sons,— the Son of my 
Right Hand, and the wounded but fruitful bough beside a well. 
But he was guided verily to make a prophecy that the Vine should 
be redeemed by the Hand of God pressing sore on the Man of His 
Right Hand, His only-begotten Son, the Branch who grew out of 
the old vine of Israel, and became the true Vine, whereof His 

* Not for the younger ones.; 
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members are the branches. Observe, it is the first time the Messiah 
is called by His name of the Branch, one that will often come again 
in prophecy. He was the Branch, and His being so called was, as 
St. Matthew points out, literally fulfilled when He was spoken of as 
the Nazarene ; since that word signifies " a green bough." 



LESSON LXXIIL* 

THE ROD OF yESSE. 

About b.c. 716.— Isaiah x. 24-— 34 ; xi. i — 12. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, 

O my people that dwellest in Zion, 

Be not afraid of the Assyrian : 

He shall smite thee with a rod, 

And shall lift up his staff against thee, after the manner of Egypt 

For yet a very little while, ^id the indignation shall cease. 

And mine anger in their destruction. 

And the Lord of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him 

According to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb ; 

And as his rod was upon the sea. 

So shall he lift it up after the manner of Egypt 

And it shall come to pass in that day, 

That his burden shall betaken away from off thy shoulder, 

And his yoke fixjm off thy neck, 

And the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing. 

He is come to Aiath,t he is passed to Migron ; X 

At Michmash he hath laid up his carriages : 

They are gone over the passage : 

They have taken up their lodging at Geba ; 

Ramah is afraid ; Gibeah of Saul is fled. 

Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim : 

Cause it to be heard unto Laish, O poor Anathoth. 

Madmenah is removed ; 

The inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee. 

As yet shall he remain at Nob that day : 

He shall shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of Zion, 

The hill of Jerusalem. 

Behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, 

Shall lop the bough with terror : 

And the high ones of stature shall be hewn down, 

♦ Not {or the younger ones. ^ *^ XTVv<b'^T«C3L^vce. 
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And the haughty shall be humbled. 

And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, 

And Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one. 

And there shall come forth a r^ out of the stem of Jesse, 

And a Branch shall grow out of his roots : 

And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him. 

The spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

The spirit of counsel and might, 

The spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord ; 

And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the 

Lord : 
And he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, 
Neither reprove after the hearing of his ears : 
But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, 
And reprove with equity for the meek of jthe earth : 
And he shall smite tne earth with the rod of his mouth, 
And with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 
And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, 
And faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 
The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, 
And the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; 
And the calf and the young lion and the fatling together ; 
And a little child shall lead them. 
And the cow and the bear shall feed ; 
Their young ones shall lie down together : 
And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, * 
And the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice* den. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain : 
For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 

waters cover the sea. 
And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, 
"Which shall stand for an ensign of the people ; 
To it shall the Gentiles seek : and his rest shall be glorious. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand 
again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be 
left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and 
from £lam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of 
the sea. 

And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the 
outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four 
comers of the earth. 



Comment. — The sight of their brethren of Israel carried off as 
captives must have been very dreadful to the men of Judah. They 
bad now only their little mountain spot, lying between the t 

* A serpent 
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mighty empires of Assyria and Egypt, which were both fast swallow- 
ing up all the lesser nations. Isaiah therefore was constantly 
cheering them with hope, and here is one of the most minutely 
fulfilled of all his prophecies. By his mouth God tells Jerusalem 
not to be afraid of the Assyrian. He would, indeed, smite the 
land with a rod, but he was himself only a rod in God's Hand, and 
" after the manner of Egypt"— that is, like Pharaoh in the time of 
Moses — he should lift himself up against the faithful, but do no 
harm. In a very little while he should meet with such a scourge 
as overtook Oreb and Zeeb, the Midianites (Book III., Lesson xxx. ; 
Judges vii. 25). Then the yoke of tribute to Assyria, which wicked 
Ahaz had caused, should be removed, because of the anointing of 
good Hezekiah, who is here a type of the Christ, destroying the 
yoke of Satan. 

Yet the danger should come very near. The prophet describes 
the advance beforehand. The enemy comes in at Ai, near Bethel 
(the second place that Joshua took) ; he goes on to Migron, a little 
further south ; he leaves his waggons at Michmash, in Benjamin, 
before entering the mountain passes, and goes through the ravine 
to Geba, where the Benjamite cities Ramah and Gibeah of Saul 
have time to flee ; but the cries of the people of Gallim and the 
priestly town of Anathoth ring through the hills. Note, the last 
town he comes to is but four miles from Jerusalem, and there he 
shakes his hand at her. But there the Lord of Hosts shall destroy 
the foe, even as a cedar of Lebanon falls before the axe ! 

Instead, however, of telling how this destruction shall fall on the 
enemy when at the very gates of the city, Isaiah is carried on from 
the Anointed, for whose sake Judah should be saved, to see the 
true Son of Jesse, the Rod or Branch of David, and His real 
anointing with the Holy Ghost. Observe, it is the seven-fold grace 
of the Holy Spirit — wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, 
knowledge and godly fear, and quick understanding in the fear of 
the Lord ; the same that is called down on us, His Christian mem- 
bers, in the Confirmation blessing. His perfect wisdom in seeing 
men's thoughts is described, and His justice ; and then comes the 
lovely picture of peace, bringing back the calm that reigned among 
the animals in Eden before man sinned. Perfectly fulfilled, even 
^ct, this is not. And yet when we remember what robt>ery, cruelty, 
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and barbarity used to be on the earth, and see how the Gospel has 
taught many a fierce nature to be mild, wc see the work of peace 
going on. The " little Child " who was bom at Bethlehem has led 
many a lion-natured man to be tender as a lamb ; and in His 
strength, the suckling and the weaned child can in their very play 
trample and tread down the deadly Serpent that tempted Eve. In 
all God*s holy mountain, the Church, that Serpent has no power ; 
and the earth is fast filling with the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea. Yes, the Gentiles gather round the Rod of Jesse, 
who is resting in His glory at the right hand of God. 

When we read this Lesson at Whitsuntide, we feel its wondrous 
fulfilment. At Pentecost, for the second time, God was gathering 
His people, setting up His banner for them. And whence did those 
come who gathered round the Apostles while the flaming tongues 
of the' Holy Spirit sat on each ? They were Jews, Parthians, Medes, 
and Elamites — that is, from Elam ; dwellers in Mesopotamia— 
namely, Assyria and Shinar; Egypt and the parts of Libya; Egypt 
and Gush ; Hamath in Syria ; and Cretes and men of Asia Minor, 
here prophesied of by Isaiah as the Isles of the Sea. 

Most wonderful song ! It foretells stage by stage the advance 
of the Assyrian king, which was to happen in four or five years 
time, and as closely does it foretell the very lands whose inhabitants 
should first flock to the ensign of the Rod of Jesse when it should 
be raised on the Hill of Zion in seven hundred and fifty years* time. 

May we not then well trust in its promise of peace ? 



LESSON LXXIV. 

SENNACHERIB IN JUDEA. 

B.C. 714. — 2 Chron. xxxii. I — 8 ; 2 KINGS xviii. 14—16; 

Isaiah xxii. 15—23. 

After these things, and the establishment thereof, Sennacherib king of 
Assyria came, and entered into Judah, and encamped against the fenced 
cities, and thought to win them for himself. 

And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was come, and that he was 
purposed to fight against Jerusalem, 
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for a time, and apparently by the advice of his counsellor Shebna, 
the scribe, he sent to make his submission, apologizing for his 
offence in undertaking the custody of Padi, and offering all his 
own treasures and the gold of the Temple to buy off the attack 
on his capital. It is plain that this was wrong, since this was the 
sentence pronounced by Isaiah on Shebna : — 

Thus saith the Lord God of hosts, 

Go, get thee unto this treasurer. 

Even unto Shebna, which is over the house, and say, 

"What hast thou here ? and whom hast thou here, 

That thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, 

As he that heweth him out a sepulchre on high. 

And that graveth an habitation for himself in a rock ? 

Behold, the Lord will carry thee away with a mighty captivity. 

And will surely cover thee. 

He will surely violently turn and toss thee like a ball 

Into a large country : 

There shalt thou die, 

And there the chariots of thy glory shall be the shame of thy lord's 

house. 
And I will drive thee from thy station. 
And from thy state shall he pull thee down. 
And it shall come to pass in that day. 
That I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah : 
And I will clothe him with thy robe. 
And strengthen him with thy girdle. 
And I will commit thy government into his hand : 
And he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the 

house of Judah. 
And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder ; 
So he shall open, and none shall shut ; 
And he shall shut, and none shall open. 
And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place ; 
And he shall be for a glorious throne to his father's house. 

Shebna was never to rest in the rock-hewn sepulchre he had pre- 
pared for himself, but was to be cast away into a far country, and there 
die. Eliakim, his companion, should have his place and honour. 
The key pf the House of David was the sign of this stewardship 
which he was to exercise. And the " nail in a sui e place " meant 
that he should be one of the stakes securing the Tent of Judah. 

[It had a further meaning, too, for Eliakim, whose name means 
** the Portion of the Lord,'' was thus a type of Christ, the Ruler of His 
Church in heaven and earth. Of this there can be no dovibt, ^ATvKjt 
He took those v^ry vfox^s and applied lYiem \.o W\xcvs€^l^ m VC>Sk 
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message from His glory to the Church of Philadelphia : " These 
things saith He that is holy, He that is true, He that hath the key 
of David, He that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and 
no man openeth " (Rev. iii. 7). That key is the " key of hell and of 
death," by which He opened the gates of everlasting life to us. 
Such a wondrous prophecy was laid up in the threat to the faith- 
less, and promise to the faithful minister.] 

Sennacherib counts up the gifts he received from Hezekiah as 
thirty talents of gold and six hundred of silver, with rubies, pearls, 
and great carbuncles ; and the year's campaign being over, he 
returned to Nineveh. In this breathing time, So or Sethi, king of 
Egypt, sent proposals of alliance to Jerusalem, promising to come 
up with a great army, and well knowing the Judean mountains to be 
the door of Egypt ; but this was the warning of Isaiah : — 



Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help ; 

And stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many ; 

And in horsemen, because they are very strong ; 

But they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, 

Neither seek the Lord ! 

Yet he also is wise, 

And will bring evil, 

And will not call back his words ; 

But will arise against the house of the evil-doers, 

And against the help of them that work iniquity. 

Now the Egyptians are men, and not God ; 

And their horses flesh, and not spirit. 

When the Lord shall stretch out his hand. 

Both he that helpeth shall fall. 

And he that is holpen shall fall down, 

And they all shall fail together. 

For thus hath the Lord spoken unto me, 

Like as tJ.e lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, 

When a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, 

He will not be afraid of their voice, 

Nor abase himself for the noise of them : 

So shall the Lord of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, 

And for the hill thereof. 

As birds flying, so will the Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem ; 

Defending also he will deliver it ; 

And passing over he will preserve it. 

Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have deeply 

revolted. 
For in that day every man shall cast away his idols of silver, and his 

idols of gold, 
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Which your own hands have made unto you for a sin. 

Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, 

Not of a nyghty man ; 

And the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him : 

But he shall flee from the sword, 

And his young men shall be discomfited. 

And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, 

And his princes shall be afraid of the ensign, 

Saith the Lord, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem. 

Perhaps no king ever had a greater trial of faith and obedience 
than Hezekiah, left shut up in his capital, and forbidden to make 
alliance or submission with either of the terrible powers of the 
North or South. And yet this is only one of a number of exhorta- 
tions from Isaiah to abstain from either friendship. How often when 
we grieve for some help that is denied us would it be good to recol- 
lect these words — that the Egyptians were men, not God ; their horses 
flesh, and not spirit ! They and all whom they tried to help would 
be ruined. And when the Lord made Judah's cause His own, the 
attacks of the Assyrians would be no more effective than the shouts 
of a party of poor shepherds against a mighty lion in his den. Jeru- 
salem should be defended with as much ease as a bird could fly 
over it, and the Assyrian should fall — ^but by the sword, neither of 
a mighty, nor of a mean man. How strange such a promise must 
have sounded even to the faithful king, to Eliakim and to Asaph. 
And how the faithless must have chafed against being forced to 
obey it, and cried out that they were wasting time in listening to the 
prophet, and that they would all be devoured by the terrible enemy. 



LESSON LXXV. 

THE CUP-BEARER*S DEFIANCE. 

B.C. 714. — 2 Kings xviii. 17 — 27 ; Isaiah xxxvi. 13 — 22. 

And the king of Assyria sent Tartan * and Rabsaris f and Rabshakeh % 
from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great host against Jerusalem. And 
they went up and came to Jerusalem. And when they were come up, they 
came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is in the highway 
of the fuller's field. 

And when they had called to the king, there came out to them Eliakim 

* The general. The chief of the eunuchs. X The chief cup-hearer. 

VOL. III. Q 
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the son ''•f Hilkiah, which was over the household, and Shdma the scribe, 
and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder. 

And Kabshakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to Hesekiah, Thvs saith 
the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is fliis idierein thoa 
trustest ? 

Thou sayest (but they are but vain words), I have counsel and strength 
for the war. Now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me? 

Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, even 
upon K^OT^ 0° which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce 
it : so is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on him. 

But if ye say unto me. We trust in the Lord our God : is not that 
he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and 
hath said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar in 
Jerusalem ? 

Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges ♦ to my lord the king of Assyria, 
and I will deliver thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to 
set riders upon them. 

How then wilt thou turn away the &ce of one captain of the least of my 
master's servants, and put thy trust on Egjrpt for chariots and for horsemen ? 

Am 1 now come up without the Lord against this place to destroy it ? 
The Lord said to me, Go up against this land, and destroy it 

Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebna, and Joah, unto 
Kabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to thy servants in the S]rrian language ; 
for we understand it : a nd talk not with us in the Jews' language in the 
cars of the people that are on the wall. 

But Kabsnakch said unto them, Hath my master sent me to thy master, 

and to thee, to speak these words ? hath he not sent me to the men that sit 

upon the wall ? 

♦ * * ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Then Kabshakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice in the Jews* lan- 
guage, and said. Hear ye the words of the great king, the king of Assyria. 

Thus saith the king. Let not Hezekiah deceive you : for he shall not be 
iible to deliver you. 

Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying. The Lord 
will surely deliver us: this city shall not be delivered into the hand of 
the king of Assyria. 

Hearken not to Hezekiah : for thus saith the king of Ass3rria, Make an 
agreement with me by a present, and come out to me : and eat ye every one 
of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters 
of his own cistern ; 

Until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of 
com and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 

Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying. The Lord will deUver us. 
Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the hand of 
the king of Assyria? 

Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad ? where are the gods of 
Sepharvaim ? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand ? 

Who are they among all the gods of these lands, that have delivered 
their land out of my hand, that the Lord should deUver Jerusalem oat of 
my hand ? 

* Hostages. 
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Bat they held their peace, and answered him not a word : for the king's 
commandment was, saying, Answer him not. 

Then came Kliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, 
and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to Heze- 
kiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh. 

Comment. — Sennacherib seems to have viewed the intrigues 
of Egypt as the real cause of all the opposition he met with 
in the lesser states of the intermediate country, and when he 
went out for his next year's campaign, he continued the siege 
of Lachish, a city full in the way to Egypt, and held apparently 
by an Egyptian garrison. It was about thirty miles south- 
west of Jerusalem, but lest Hezekiah should suppose himself safe, 
he sent a large body of troops together with three great officers, 
the Tartan or general, the Rabsaris or chief eunuch, and the Rab- 
shakeh or chief cup-bearer, to carry an insulting message to Heze- 
kiah, and try to raise the people against them. They came to the 
valley of Gihon, pitched their tents, and the three chiefs came and 
stood by the aqueduct, the very place where Isaiah had bidden 
the unbelieving Ahaz ask for a sign. They insolently called on 
the king himself to come out to them, but Hezekiah upheld his 
dignity by refusing to come out himself, and sending his minis- 
ters, the good Eliakim, Shebna, who was strong against Assyria, 
and Joah, the son of Asaph, perhaps the second psalmist of that 
name. 

Never was there a more insulting message. Observe the cup- 
bearer begins by calling his master the Great King, a title that was 
for centuries given to the head of the Assyrian monarchy. He does 
not even address himself to Hezekiah, but only tells the people how 
mad they were to let themselves be persuaded to resist such power 
as Sennacherib's. Did they hope in Egypt ? It was like leaning on 
a reed which not only breaks, but with so sharp an edge that the 
hand that leans on it is pierced. If they talked of trusting in 
Jehovah, the Rabshakeh ingeniously frightened the ignorant, by 
declaring that Hezekiah had given offence by sweeping away the 
high places of His worship. The only thing to be done was to 
make submission, and give hostages of peace to Sennacherib, 
when he would give them 2,000 horses, if they baA xaaxv. ^tio^s^ 
to ride them. Nay, he ^ven pretended ihat m aiv^et ^x. xJafi- on^x- 

Q2 
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throw of the high places, the Lord had bidden the Assyrians 
destroy Judah as He had destroyed Israel. 

The people of Jerusalem had come out to the walls to listen to 
the conference, and seeing them dismayed, the three counsellors 
begged the Rabshakeh to speak the Syriac tongue, and not the 
Hebrew ; but this only showed the cup-bearer his advantage, and he 
raised his voice to its utmost pitch, speaking Hebrew, and warn- 
ing the people of Jerusalem not to trust Hezekiah for a moment, 
but advising them to come out and make terms with him for them- 
selves, if they wished still to live under the shade of their own vines 
and fig-trees. He was utterly inconsistent, as lying boasters are 
apt to be, for having perhaps seen the better informed smile at the 
notion of Hezekiah's having offended the Lord by the overthrow of 
the high places, he changed that threat into assuring the people 
that they need not expect their God, their national God, to be able 
to defend them. Then he went through the list of the Assyrian 
conquests — Syrian Hamath and Arpad, Mesopotamian Sepharvaim 
— ^nay, Samaria itself. Had any of these been delivered from the 
hands of the Assyrians ? Why then should the Jews expect their 
Jehovah to deliver them ? 

Hezekiah forbade all war of words. The cup-bearer trumpeted 
forth his boast, defying not only the king, but God Himself. The 
people listened and trembled, and Eliakim and his two companions 
stood in silence, enduring it all, for the king's commandment was 
" Answer him not." 



LESSON LXXVL 

SENNACHERIB'S LETTER. 

B.C. 714.— Isaiah xxxvii. i — 18; 2 Kings xix. 18, 19. 

And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent bis 
clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of 
the Lord. 

And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the 
icribe, and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the 
p/ophet the son. of Amoz. 
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And they said onto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of 
trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy. 

It may be the Lord thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom 
the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God, and 
will reprove the words which the Lord thy God hath heard : wherefore 
lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left 

So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus 
saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith 
the servants of the king of Ass3rria have blasphemed me. 

Behold, I will send a blast * upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and 
return to his own land ; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his 
own land. 

So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against 
Libnah : for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. 

And he heard say concerning TirhaluUi king of Ethiopia, He is come 
forth to make war with thee. And when he heard it, he sent messengers 
to Hezekiah, saying. 

Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, 
in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given 
into the hand of the king of Assyria. 

Behold, thou hast hesmi what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands 
by destroying them utterly ; and shalt thou be delivered ? 

Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have 
destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden 
which were in Telassar ? 

Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king of 
the dty of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah ? 

And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and 
read it : and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the Lord, and spread it 
before the Lord. 

And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, saying, 

O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, 
thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth : thou 
hast made heaven and earth. 

Incline thine ear, O Lord, and hear; open thine eyes, O'Lord, and 
see : and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach 
the living God. 

Of a truth. Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, 
and their countries, 

And have cast their gods into the fire : for they were no gods, but the 
work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed 
them. 

Now therefore, O Lord our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of 
his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the 
Lord God, even thou only. 

Comment. — Many as had been the promises to Hezekiah, he 
was terribly dismayed by the cup-bearer^s defiance. Indeed, if the 

♦ A brcaf-h of terror. 
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men of Jerusalem knew what was passing at Lachish, they might 
well be filled with horror. The very tablet representing the siege 
is in the British Museum, showing Sennacherib seated on his 
throne, with a canopy over his head, watching some prisoners 
being flayed alive, while one of the gates is being broken through, 
and the inhabitants are hurling flaming torches on the heads of 
the assailants. 

Meantime, Hezekiah knelt in sackcloth before God in the 
Temple, and sent Eliakim and Shebna to inquire of Isaiah, be- 
seeching him to lift up his prayer for " the renmant that were left" 
— meaning the kingdom of Judah, the remnant of David's once 
mighty realm, and even that overrun by the enemy all except the 
one city. Yet as there had been a direct defiance of God himself, 
Hezekiah felt a strong assurance that His power would be shown, 
and this trust was confirmed by the prophet. God inspired him 
with a brief answer. Hezekiah need not be afraid; God would 
send a spirit of terror, a panic upon him (it does not mean the 
blast that destroyed his army) ; he would hear a report, and would 
return to his own land, where he would fall by the sword. Lachish 
having fallen, Sennacherib began to besiege Libnah, a town about 
four miles nearer Jerusalem, and was preparing another advance, but 
there the rumour reached him that Tirhakah of Ethiopia, the eldest 
son of So, and no doubt joined with him in his dominion, was 
taking up arms, and the tidings of his intended attack made 
Sennacherib hasten away to prepare to meet him, but he 
seems to have been much angered by the silence of Hezekiah 
and his counsellors ; and that they might not hope to escape, 
he wrote a letter in the same boastful strain as that Rab- 
shakeh had spoken: ''Let not thy God in whom thou trustest 
deceive thee," lie says, and appeals to the example of the ruined 
cities which had not been saved by their gods. Gozan was in 
Media ; it was a place made desolate, and filled up by the captive 
Israelites. Haran, named after Abraham's brother, was in Meso- 
potamia ; so probably was Rezeph, and the children of Eden that 
were in Thelasar seem to have been an Arab tribe on the Assyrian 
border. And then he asks, " Where is the King of Hamath," &c., 
as if he were pointing to his palace walls, where he could see him- 
self in his chariot trampUng on all these unfortimate kings, whose 
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fate he thought would soon be Hezekiah's. Now Hezekiah knew 
that all this danger and distress was brought on him and his 
people by the wickedness of his father, and all the sins that he 
was struggling to root out So he received the letter with alarm, 
repentance, and intense submission to his God. He carried it to 
the Temple, and kneeling, as we may suppose, on the royal plat- 
form in the courts he spread it before the Lord, and poured forth a 
beautiful prayer. '* God, who dwellest between the Cherubims," he 
says, thinking of the Cherubim over the mercy-seat, and perhaps of 
Isaiah's vision of the true mercy-seat in heaven. There Hezekiah 
contrasts the power of the God of the whole universe with the utter 
nothingness of the idols over which the Assyrian made his boast. 
Hezekiah rose in this far above most even of his countrymen. 
There were many, both of them and their neighbours, who thought 
each nation had gods peculiar to itself, and that these gods fought 
together in behalf of their people, and that one conquered the other. 
Thus they could believe Jehovah to be the God of Israel, but could 
not beheve that there was no other god at all, as Hezekiah so clearly 
owns. His fervour of prayer after he had done all a good king 
could do for his defence, and his steady resolution to turn to no 
help not appointed by Gk)d, is one of our greatest lessons. In all 
our dangers and distresses, let us go up to the house of God, and 
spread our trouble before him. 



LESSON LXXVII. 

THE ANSWER TO SENNACHERIB. 

B.C. 713. — 2 Kings xix. 20 — 34. 

Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, sajdng, Thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, That which thou hast prayed to me against Sen- 
nacherib king of Assyria I have heard. 

This is the word that the Lord hath spoken concerning him ; The virgin 
the daughter of Zion hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn ; the 
dau^ter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. 

Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast 
thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the 
Holy One of IsraeL 

By thy messengers thou hast reproached the Lord, and hast said, With 
the multitude of my chariots I am come up to the height of the mountains. 



232 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN, [less. 



to the sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, 
and the choice fir trees thereof : and I will enter into the lodgings of his 
borders, and into the forest of his Carmel. 

I have digged and drunk strange waters, and with the sole of my feet 
have I dried up all the rivers of besieged places. 

Hast thou not heard long ago how I have done it, and of ancient times 
that I have formed it ? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest 
be iQ lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps. 

Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and 
confounded ; they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as 
the grass on the house tops, and as com blasted before it be grown up. 

But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy 
rage against me. 

Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up into mine ears, 
therefore I will put my hook * in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and 
I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest. 

And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such things as 
grow of themselves, and in the second year that which springeth of the 
same ; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and 
eat the fruits thereof. 

And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Jndah shall yet again 
take root downward, and bear fruit upward. 

For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out 
of mount Zion : the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do this. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assjrria, He shall 
not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with 
shield, nor cast a bank against it. 

By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come 
into this city, saith the Lord. 

For I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my 
servant David's sake. 

Comment. — The answer was not long in coming from Isaiah. 
Personifying Jerusalem as a virgin, he — speaking by inspiration of 
God — describes her as laughing to scorn the empty threats of her 
foe. For who was it whom Sennacherib had defied but the Holy 
One of Israel. Then Sennacherib's boast of his own power is 
repeated. These are almost the words of an inscription dug up at 
Khorsabad, one of the buried palaces of this very prince. There 
he says, " I have laid open thick and vast forests without number, 
and have removed their glades. I have traversed winding valleys 
in the deserts where desolation abides, and in my passage I have 
dug deep wells." His multitudinous chariots had indeed brought 
the Assyrian to the hills of Carmel and Lebanon. Indeed the 
growth of Cedars, that growth which had been nourished for the 

♦ Ot,rmg. 
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Temple's sake, never recovered the desolation of the wanton 
Assyrian. He had crossed the desert, digging wells. Rivers were 
as nothing to him — ^his men are seen on the slabs, crossing them 
on inflated skins, or digging channels to turn them from their 
course. It was as if the Assyrian dried them up with his foot. So 
far go Sennacherib's words. Then comes the Lord's reply. Did 
not Sennacherib know that this was the Lord's own intention ? It 
was the very object for which Sennacherib had been sent into the 
world. God required that these towns should be made into heaps 
of ruins, and the work had been done. It must have told all the 
more on the Jews because Isaiah had uttered many prophecies 
against the places that the Assyrians had overrun. For that very 
resLSon, that it was God's will that they should be ruined, the 
inhabitants of those places were too weak to fight against him, 
like mere grass growing on the shallow soil the house-top afforded. 
The king had conquered not by his strength, but their weakness. 
His going out and coming in were alike in the power of the God he 
had defied: Like a bull with a ring in his nose held by a driver, 
or a horse with the bit in his mouth, he was now going to be turned 
round and sent back again, entirely helpless in the hands of the 
God of all the earth. 

Then Hezekiah is addressed, and a sign is granted to him and 
his people, and a sign that would require some faith. Sabbath 
years, those seventh years of leaving the land fallow, seem always to 
have been a trial to them, and they were now to keep one. Indeed, 
just now, when they were close shut up in Jerusalem, no husbandry 
was possible, but for another year afterwards the land should have 
a Sabbath, and they might trust to God to make it produce enough 
to feed them. And in the third they should freely sow, reap, and 
tend their vines. It was a test of obedience, and further, a token 
for the future. The few survivors of the house of Judah should 
grow and flourish, just as the remains of former crops would do 
under God's bounteous hand, and as finally the few faithful Jews 
who followed the Saviour would bear the glorious fruit of the 
Gentile world. And then more explicitly came the promise that 
Jerusalem should not even suffer the terror of a siege. Not one 
arrow should be shot against it. No bank — namely, mound of 
earth, such as the Assyrians are seen raising in their monuments 
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wht r»« «• lo throw their darts— no serried rank should come against 
lln; walU of warriors with their shields locked together above their 
hciJicU t«) keep off the showers of stones from above. No. Sen- 
n:ichcrib should go home the way he came. "For I wiU defend 
lhi» t ily for my own sake, and for my servant David's sake," saith 
( ;ocl. And so doth He stiU defcii sach as put their whoU trust 
\\\ Him. 

LESSOX LXX\aiL 

f^AHUM'S FRCFHECY AGAISST NINEVEH, 

B.C. 713. — Selections from Nahum. 

a^^^^rprophefs z^oirt^ jcdm€d ikai of Isaiah in foretelling^ — not 
V ' #N»«V> tne present defiji of Sennadurib^ but the future fall of 
\>W*v4 — yV^^M t^ EitoskH^^ apparently so called from a little 
' s^^^ in Galilee^ and possibly an Israelite captive in Assyria^ 
\^^f^ a prophecy^ the date of which is muck questioned^ but 
A^^h the wisest judges have she>wn to have been almost cer' 
^^ly the encouragement of the faithful during this terrible stress 
^'^Hxiety. 

•f he burden c^ Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the 
Klktwhitc 

God is jealous, and the Lord levengeth ; 

The Lord rerengeth and is iiirioos ; 

The Lord will take vengeance on his adversaries, 

And he reserveth wrath for his oiemies. 

The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power. 

And will not at all acquit the wicked : 

The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm. 

And the clouds are the dust of his feet 

He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry. 

And drieth up all the rivers : 

Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon Ian- 

guisheth. 
The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt. 
And the earth is burned at his presence, 
Yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. 
Who can stand before his indignation ? 
And who can abide in the fierceness of his anger ? 
His fury is poured out like fire, 
^And the rocks are thrown down by him. 

Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble ; 
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And he knoweth them that trust in him. 

But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the 

place thereof, 
And darkness shall pursue his enemies. 
What do ye imagine against the Lord ? 
He will make an utter end : 
Affliction shall not rise up the second time. 
For while they be folden together as thorns, 
And while they are drunken as drunkards, 
They shall be devoured as stubble fully dry. 

Comment. — Such is Nahum's great and awful opening, pro- 
iming God's power and justice above all. He has gone back to 
d's own proclamation of Himself to Moses on Mount Sinai 
lok II., Lesson xxxii.) : "And that will by no means clear the 
Ity " (Exod. xxxiv. 7). In majestic words he describes the great 
[ge coming in the whirlwind to take vengeance upon all the 
th, in that judgment of which the fall of one city or empire 
Id be but a type. Nineveh had once repented at the preaching 
onaH, and had been spared. She had gone back to her ways 
violence and revelry, so the doom is again pronounced, and in 
>e detail. 

To those who trust Him, the Lord is a strong hold ; but of 
leveh He should make an utter end — so utter that there should 
no second affliction, it should be once for all. Observe the 
nner. It should be by an overflowing flood — either of waters 
of multitudes of enemies. And while the inhabitants were all 
angled and confused together like a faggot of thorns, and were 
nking till they were drunken, they should be burned up like 
' stubble. 
Pass on a little further, and read the description of the siege : — 

The shield of his mighty men is made red, 
The valiant men are in scarlet : 

The chariots shall be with flaming torches in the day of his pre- 
paration, 
And the fir trees shall be terribly shaken. 
The chariots shall rage in the streets, 
They shall justle one against another in the broad ways : 
They shall seem like torches, 
They shall run Uke the lightnings. 
He shall recount his worthies : 
They shall stumble in their walk ; 
lYkcy shall make baste to the wall thereof. 
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And the defence shall be prepared. 
The gates of the rivers shall be opened, 
And the palace shall be dissolved. 

The brave men are prepared with scarlet shields and chariots 

armed with steel. At the report of the enemy the chariots are 

hastily brought forth, raging and jostling in the streets, swift as 

a flash of lightning ; and the Assyrian king, waking from his 

drunken sleep, counts his bravest men, but they only go forth to 

stumble and fall, while the enemy approach the wall under their 

defence — a covering of planks, with skins over them — under which 

the men were guarded from missiles from the walls ; but after all 

it is by the river gates that her ruin comes. Here the prophet 

continues to describe that the citizens shall be led captive, and calls 

to her foes — 

Take ye the spoil of silver, 
Take the spoil of gold, 

and foretells her complete emptiness, when she shall be void and 
waste. He asks — 

Where is the dwelling of the lions, 
And the feeding-place of the young lions, 
"Where the lion, even the old lion. 
Walked, and the lion's whelp, 
And none made them afraid ? 
The lion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps. 
And strangled for his lionesses, 
And filled his holes with prey, 
And his dens with ravin. 

Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts, 
And I will bum her chariots in the smoke, 
And the sword shall devour thy young lions : 
And I will cut off thy prey from the earth. 
And the voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard. 

The courts of the old Lion — there, buried deep in sand, lie the 
courts of the Lion, guarded at every doorway by the huge winged 
lion figures, and on the slabs that adorned the walls hunting scenes 
of the lion carved out, lions struggling against the spears of Assy- 
rian kings, rolling over slain, or biting the arrows that transfixed 
them in their agony. No figure of an animal is so often repeated 
as the lion with bristling mane and mighty paws. Indeed the lion 
was the emblem of the empire ; and Nahum goes on to describe 
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the career of conquest and cruelty of Sennacherib as like that 
of a lion going out for his prey. But the sentence of the 
Lord is against him. He and his young lions shall be devoured, 
and finally — 

Thy shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria : 

Thy nobles shall dwell in the dust : 

Thy people is scattered upon the mountains, and no man gathercih 

them. 
There is no healing of thy bruise ; 
Thy wound is grievous : 

All that hear the bruit * of thee shall clap the hands over thee, 
For upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed continually ? 

So utterly, entirely, and for ever should great Nineveh fall, and 
pass away almost from memory ! 

The prophecy of Nahum waited full a hundred years for its 
accomplishment, but it was closely fulfilled at last. So shall every 
prophecy be fulfilled against this wicked world when it makes it- 
self the court of that old lion who is continually walking " about, 
seeking whom he may devour : whom resist stedfast in the faith," 
and sure that " the Lord is against him." 



LESSON LXXIX. 

HEZEKIAH'S SICKNESS. 

B.C. 713. — Isaiah xxxviii. i — 3 ; 2 Kings xx. 4 — 11. 

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet 
the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, 
Set thine house in order : for thou shalt die, and not live. 

Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the 
Lord, 

And said, Remember now, O Lord, I beseech thee, how I have walked 
before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is 
good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 

***** * 

And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, 

that the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 

Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the 

Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen 

thy tears : behold, I will heal thee : on the third day thou shalt go up 

unto the house of the Lord. 

* Report. 
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And I will add unto tb j days fitfeen years ; and I will deliver thee and 
this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria ; and I will defend this city 
for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

And Isaiah said. Take a lump of figs. And they took and laid it on the 
boil, and he recovered. 

And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the Lord 
will heal me, and that I shall go up into the house of the Lord the third 
day ? 

And Isaiah said. This sign shalt thon have of the Lord, that the Lord 
will do the thing that he hath spoken : shall the shadow go forward ten 
dcj^recs, or go back ten d^;rees ? 

Aiul I lezekiah answered. It is a light thing for the shadow to go down 
ten decrees : nay, but let the shadow return backward ten d^rees. 

And iHaiah the prophet cried unto the Lord : and he brought the shadow 
tf II degrees backwarc^ by which it had gone down in the dial * of Ahaz. 

l'dmment. — To add to all the sorrows and perplexities of this 
time of trouble, rebuke, and blasphemy, while the Assyrians held 
J udcii, and Jerusalem stood in her loneliness upon her rock, the 
good king Hezekiah, whose faith upheld his trembling subjects, fell 
mto a grievous sickness, from a boil or some inflamed tumour. 
Isaiah the prophet seems to have taken its severity as a token from 
God that Hezekiah must die, and went to warn him to set his house 
in order. And not only was the enemy around the whole country, 
but Hezekiah had no heir. He was as yet the first childless king 
of the house of David, though thirty-nine years old, and lyith the 
promises of the Rod of Jesse, and the Child whose name should be 
called Wonderful ringing in his ears, here he lay, under sentence 
of death, cut off from being the forefather of the Anointed — pro- 
bably with no brother — for one had been killed by the Syrians, and 
another had been sacrificed to Moloch. To set his house in order 
was a grievous task, and the king turned himself to his God, and 
earnestly prayed, pleading his endeavour to walk with a perfect 
heart, and beseeching to be spared for his people's sake. Ere the 
prophet had reached the middle court of the palace on Mount Zion, 
the message came : " I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy 
tears, behold I will add unto thy days fifteen years," and then fol- 
lowed a fresh promise of safety to Jerusalem. Here is verily a great 
encouragement to prayer. Depend upon it, if we will only trust our 
Saviour's word,- and pray in faith, we shall never faiL Only let us 

A half circle with a stake in the middle and with degrees marked round, so arranged 
shadow of the stake points out the hour. 




Lxxix.] HEZEKIAWS SICKNESS, 239 



try, remembering that nothing is too small to be prayed for, pro- 
vided it is innocent. At the same time a remedy was recommended 
to be used as a sign of faith, and Hezekiah was bidden to ask a 
sign. The sun-dial of Ahaz, the first king who had had dealings 
with the Ninevite astronomers — should the shadow made by the 
sun go forward unnaturally or go backward ? Hezekiah replied that 
for the shadow to go forward was an easy thing compared with its 
going back. Accordingly go back it did. It does not follow that 
the earth rolled backwards to change the place of the sun that cast 
the shade. The wonder may have been wrought merely on that 
one dial. All we know is that Hezekiah had faith to believe that 
nothing is too hard for the Lord, and according to his faith, so it 
was to him, so that on the third day he did that which his soul 
longed for, returned to the house of God. Does not this show 
where we should first care to go if recovery from sickness be 
granted us ? 

Some have thought that this sickness of Hezekiah's happened 
before the invasion, but as he reigned twenty-nine years altogether, 
and lived fifteen years after his illness, it was clearly in the four- 
teenth year of his reign, the same as that in which Sennacherib 
came — and by the promise of defending the city — word for word 
that with which Isaiah's answer about the letter of Sennacherib had 
closed, it is to be gathered that that assurance was recent, and was 
thus ratified. The king's miraculous recovery on his prayer, and 
the wonder of the shadow, must have infinitely encouraged the 
dwellers in Jerusalem to trust in the Almighty. Hezekiah composed 
a song of thanksgiving, which is given in the thirty-eighth chapter 
of Isaiah. After describing his sufferings and despondency, he 
concludes : — 

The grave cannot praise thee ; 

Death cannot celebrate thee : 

They that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 

The living, the living, he shall praise thee, 

As I do this day : 

The father to the children shall make known thy truth. 

The Lord was ready to save me : 

Therefore will we sing my songs to the stringed instniments 

All the days of our life in the house of the Lord. 
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LESSON LXXX. 

THE FATE OF SENNACHERIB. 

B.c 713. — 2 Chron. xxxii. and 2 Kings xix. ; Psalm Ixxvi. 

And the Lord sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty men of valour, 
and the leaders and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he 
returned with shame of face to his own land. 

So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and 
dwelt at.Nineveh. 

And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his 
god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword : 
and they escaped into the land of Armenia : and Esarhaddon his son 
reigned in his slead. 

Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from 
the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, an4 from the hand of all 
other, and guided them on every side. 

And many brought gifts unto the Lord to Jerusalem, and presents to 
Hezekiah king of Judah : so that he was magnified in the sight of all 
nations from thenceforth. 

Asaph's Song of Praise. 

In Judah is God known : 

His name is great in Israel. 

In Salem also is his tabernacle. 

And his dwelling-place in Zion. 

There brake he the arrows of the bow, 

The shield, and the sword, and the battle. 

Thou art more glorious and excellent 

Than the mountains of prey. 

The stout-hearted are spoiled. 

They have slept their sleep : 

And none of the men of might have found their hands. 

At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, 

Both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep. 

Thou, even thou, art to be feared : 

And who may stand in thy sight when once thou art angry ? 

Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from heaven ; 

The earth feared, and was still. 

When God arose to judgment. 

To save all the meek of the' earth. 

Surely the fierceness of man shall turn to thy praise : \ 

The remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. 
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Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God : 

Let all that be round about him bring presents unto him that ought 

to be feared. 
He shall cut off the spirit of princes : 
He is terrible to the kings of the earth. 

Comment. — The two years passed. Still Jerusalem was un- 
jched, but the Assyrians held the whole country, and the land, 
lether by necessity or out of obedience, lay untilled. Then 
nnacherib advanced again with all his host, intending the de- 
letion of Egypt and the utter ruin of Jerusalem, which he 
pected to capture upon his way. He advanced ; he set up his 
up ; the tents were spread through the valleys. What was become 
Isaiah's promise ? That night the destroying angel of the 
rd passed over the Assyrian camp, and perhaps came with the 
t wind of the desert. But we need not trouble ourselves how he 
1 it. What we know is, that all the mighty men of valour, the 
.ders and captains, or as Isaiah's own account, copied into the 
ok of Kings, tells us, 145,000 men were all dead corpses when 
; few survivors rose in the morning ! Some think this happened 
Libnah the night of Hezekiah's prayer, but the promise of a sign 
ikes this unlikely, and the best students of Jewish history sup- 
se that it was in the manner here told — ^before Jerusalem, 
nnacherib returned " by the way that he came." The Egyptians 
re as much relieved as the Jews, and they took possession of 
; story, which they told in their own way to the Greek historian 
jrodotus. They said that it was the Egyptian city Pelusium that 
nnacherib was threatening, that Tirhakah was away with the 
ny, and that his father Sethi prayed in despair to his god, who 
one night sent a host of mice, which gnawed to pieces all the 
w-strings and bridges of the enemy, so that they returned dis- 
tnfited ! In witness of which the Egyptians showed a figure of 
thi with a mouse in his hand ! * How absurd a story to make 
t of the grand and awful reality ! Yet still the one point of the 
wer of prayer was not forgotten. Some have thought again that 
* destruction really happened at Pelusium. Indeed, the Scripture 
es not say where, but we infer that it must mean the night of the 
camping at Jerusalem. 

♦ Nov/ in the Brit.sh Museum. 
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Asaph could not fail to give thanks for such a deliverance in a 
noble psalm, exulting in God's defence of His own Salem : " There 
brake He the arrows (or the flashings) of the bow, the shield, the 
sword, and the battle." It is as one who had seen them all dead 
corpses that Asaph sings, " At Thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both 
the chariot and horse are fallen into a deep sleep." 

** And there lay the steed with his nostril spread wid^ 
But through it there rushed not the breath of his pride." 

Faithfully Asaph gives all the glory to God, who had turned 
Sennacherib^s fierceness to His praise ; and he goes on to foretell 
" the remainder of wrath shall keep holy day to Thee." This is 
understood to mean that while no attack on God's Church shall 
prosper, the children of those most bitter against her shall come 
and do her honour and service. This great deliverance did strike 
all nations round. Many presents were brought to Hezekiah, and 
these no doubt he gave to " Him that ought to be feared," making 
up for the treasures that Shebna had made him send in vam to 
the Assyrian. 

Meantime Sennacherib had returned, and went on palace build- 
ing, until, some thirty-five years later, in the temple of Nisroch, 
he was slain by his own two sons. Nisroch, a gigantic human 
figure, with an eagle's head and four great wings, stood helpless to 
save him, unknowing of their fate. They, or their followers, 
destroyed the face of their father in all the sculptures of his palace. 
We have the slabs still — the proud king with his face broken 
away. But their punishment soon came, for their younger brother 
Esarhaddon drove them away into Armenia, and wars with them 
occupied him as long as Judah deserved to be at peace. 



LESSON LXXXI. 

TOBIT. 

About b.c. 660.-— Apocrypha. 

We have one glance allowed us of the state of the Israelites in 
their captivity in Media and Assyria, before we entirely lose sight 
of them as a people. 
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The book in which this history is given is among those known 
by the title of the Apocrypha, and which are not considered to be 
inspired by God in the same way as the other Scriptures. These 
books are found in the great Greek translation of the Old Testa- 
ment, that was made by some of the Jews living at Alexandria, and 
was used by all the Greek-speaking Jews of the dispersion. The 
Jews of Palestine, however, did not consider them as truly the 
Word of God, but only as useful reading, giving good advice, or 
supplying pieces of history. The Church herself did not decide 
how they should be regarded, till that good and learned man, St. 
Jerome, looked closely into the history of the Holy Scripture, and 
marked off what was not proved to have been " written by the 
inspiration of God." By his decision our English branch of the 
Church abides ; and, as the Thirty-nine Articles tell us, she reads 
them as being full of instruction, though it is not safe to prove 
doctrines from them, as if they were the sure Word of God. 
Indeed, when they are examined, it is plain that they are not 
divine like the other books. The sentences are not full and heavy, 
with twofold and threefold meanings ; the history is not living 
parable ; there is no prophecy, or what seems like it is but a copy 
from real prophecy. In short, there is all the difference between 
the writings of men from their own powers, and those of men 
" moved by the Holy Ghost.'* 

Apocryphal is from a Greek word meaning " secret," as some 
say, because they were only read in private, not openly in the 
synagogues ; while the true Scriptures are called the Canon, from a 
word meaning "a reed," because a reed was used to rule and 
measure with ; and they have been the rule and measure of faith 
from the first 

The book of Tobit has many wonderful things in it — so strange, 
that as they do not come to us on God's own authority, some have 
thought they cannot be true ; and it is not wrong to doubt of them, 
as it would be of the miracles in the canon of Scripture. People 
may judge for themselves in the matter, and look on this either as 
a history or as* an instructive tale ; it is not a matter of faith. But 
ere we rashly say these things are impossible, or say that we here 
find notions picked up by the Jews among tW CVa^^^'axsa "ssv^ 
Persians, Jet us remember that it is certain that an%'&\^ ^xi^ ^^-nx^'s* 

R 2 
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are around us everywhere, and that the veil between the visible and 
invisible worlds was often taken away in those olden times ; and it 
is plain, from many parts of the Bible, that much that we call the 
work of nature is guided by the unseen armies of heaven. We 
likewise know that in heathen lands — nay, it would seem every- 
where but in Jerusalem — Satan and his angels were allowed to 
exercise strange powers over the minds and bodies of men, before 
the prince of this world was conquered by our blessed Lord ; so 
that it would be very bold to say, that because we never knew of 
anything like the events in this book, they cannot be true. In fact, 
almost all wise and good men, till very recent times, agreed in 
believing the facts, though they did not reckon the book to be 
inspired. 

There was a Chaldee copy which St. Jerome translated into 
Latin, but which has not come down to our times ; and our trans- 
lation was made from the Greek of the Alexandrian version. The 
Chaldee was most likely the language in which it was begun by 
Tobit himself, and finished by his son. 

Tobit begins his own life by telling us of his native home in 
Galilee, where the tribe of Naphtali dwelt before the captivity. 
He was one of those of Galilee who " saw a great light," for the 
darkness of idol worship had not closed in on his family. His 
good grandmother, Deborah, was one of those who had never 
** bowed the knee to Baatl," nor "kissed the calves ;" so even in 
wicked Israel she bred him up, in his orphan state, to observe the 
law of God ; and those holy lessons of hers were with him all his 
life. His tribe was mostly carried away by Tiglath Pileser ; but he 
was left, and took advantage of King Hoshea's permission to his 
subjects to visit Jerusalem at the feasts, and carried thither his 
tithes and offerings as faithfully as had ever been done in the best 
of times. The good grandmother was taken away from the evil to 
come, and had been buried in peace before the final ruin of the 
kingdom of Samaria ; when Tobit, with his wife Anna and his 
son Tobias, were carried away to Nineveh by Shalmaneser, or 
Enemessar, as he calls him. 

There Tobit was one of the many of the chosen people whom 
their heathen conquerors found their most trusty servants. Shal- 
eser made him purveyor, that is, finder of provisions to the 
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I'oyal household ; and he was a rich and prosperous man, well able 
to help his poorer brethren, who lived in misery and want of all 
things, as so long ago had been foretold by Moses ; he fed the 
hungry, clothed the naked, and buried those who were slain and 
Cast out in the streets of the city. He travelled about on the king's 
affeirs, and in the course of them left some money in the hands of 
Some of his friends, who were settled in the cities of the Medes. 
He never was able to go to claim it again, as there were great 
disturbances in the kingdom on the death of Shalmaneser ; and 
Tobifs prosperous days were over. 

When Sennacherib came home from Egypt, after the terrible 
destruction of his host, he knew that it was because of his defiance 
of the God of Hezekiah, and he revenged it upon the Israelite 
captives. More than ever of them lay slain about the streets, and 
still the good Tobit did the charitable work of burying them, till 
the inhabitants of that " bloody city," as Nahum calls it, com- 
plained of him to the king ; and he was obliged to flee and hide 
himself, while all his goods were seized, and nothing left him, not 
even his wife and son. In fifty-five days, however, Sennacherib 
"was slain by his two sons, while worshipping in the house uf 
Nisroch, his god ; " and Esarhaddon, or Sarchedonus, became 
the new king. A relation of Tobit obtained his pardon ; and his 
wife and son were returned to him. 

The Feast of Weeks camfe on, and was kept as best it might by 
the captive exiles, remembering God in the land of their captivity, 
as Solomon had prayed they might. A good dinner was ready, 
and Tobit, before he sat down to it, sent out his son to seek for 
some poor countryman to share the feast. Alas, what Tobias found 
was a dead Israelite lying strangled in the street ! The charity of 
the good father was not daunted by all he had gone through already. 
He started up, and brought the corpse into a chamber, and then 
ate his meat in heaviness, thinking how the prophet Amos had 
foretold that their very feasts should be turned to sorrow. At dark 
he buried the corpse, and then, as by the law of Moses the touch- 
ing the dead had made him unclean, he kept apart from his family, 
and slept in the court of his house. The effect of this exposure 
was that he lost his eyesight, and thus fell into Xerc\\i\^ ^on^x\.^ \\v\^ 
friend supported him for some time, but then leix. "^vci^N^ \ "ssA 
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Tobit was only maintained by his wife taking in work to do. Once, 
when she had received a kid, Tobit thought it had been stolen, and 
insisted on its being returned. Then his wife's faith failed, and she 
reproached him with the misfortunes that had come on him. What 
was the use of all his care to keep the Law and give alms ? Tobit 
then prayed earnestly to the God of his fathers to look on his 
distress ; and that prayer of his met another jM^yer, offered fiar 
away in the Median city of Ecbatane, but which hkewise came 
into the presence of God, and was there nnercifiilly heard. 

After his prayer, having now been eight years blind, Tobit 
remembered the money he had left in Media, and resolved on 
sending his son to claim it. The journey was long and dangerous ; 
and the blind old man took leave of his son as if they were never 
to meet again, giving him much beautiful advice, some of which is 
read among our Offertory sentences ; being there translated finom 
St. Jerome's version, and thus not exactly the same as the words in 
the Book of Tobit. A trusty man was needed to go with the young 
Tobias on his journey ; and when he went forth to seek such a 
person, it was an angel who met him — ^the great Archangel Raphael, 
(the medicine of God,) who had been sent in human shape, in answer 
to the prayer of the blind old man, and the sorrowful maiden, to 
heal their sufferings. 

The maiden was Sara, the daughter of Raguel^ a rich kinsman 
of Tobit, living at Ecbatane. Seven times had she been a bride, 
but the evening of each marriage her brid^room had died sud- 
denly—slain by an evil spirit, who was permitted for a time to 
exercise his malice. Suspected of being herself the cause of their 
death, Sara prayed and wept with her window open to Jerusalem ; 
and it was on her behalf, as well as on that of Tobit, tlkat the 
healing Archangel had come from above, in a human shape. He 
directed Tobias to preserve the heart, liver, and gall of a fish out 
of the Tigris, and by the will of God endowed them with heavenly 
virtues. He likewise led Tobias to the house of his kinsman 
Raguel, and induced him to offer himself in marriage to Sara, who, 
as her father's only child, was, by the Law, bound not to many out 
of the family, so that probably none of the seven dead bridegrooms 
had as good a right to her as Tobias. When the young mas 
objected to a marriage that had been fatal to so many, the angd 
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a bum the heart and liver of the fish in the bride-chamber, 
im that thus the evil spirit would be driven away. Tobias 
, and consented to follow the counsel of the heavenly 
er ; and Raguel, agreeing with difficulty to let another 
usband be exposed to the fearful risk, Sara was given in 

and mourning to Tobias, and her father spent the night in 
g a grave for him. 

'obias had obeyed the angel's counsel, and had called his 
join with him in prayer to his God. Well then might the 
it be put to flight, and the morning be one, not of sorrow, 
Dy and praise to God. The angel, still in the shape of a 
lessenger, was sent on to fetch the money, while Tobias 
d mth his wife's parents ; and on his return, the, newly- 

pair set forth for Nineveh, where Tobit and Anna were 
J the days as they watched for their son, the light ot 
es. 

rhen the father met his son, and fell into his arms, Tobias, 
mgel had bidden him, touched the blinded eyes with the 
the fish ; they smarted, and the old man rubbing them, 

I the film, and once more saw plainly. Sight, wealth, and 

II his beloved son, were given back to him ; and all his 
jre forgotten, or only remembered in his beautiful thanks- 
> God. 

:he angel, ere leaving them, disclosed who he was ; and 
lown to them that they had entertained an angel unawares, 
t Tobit's comfort to his wife, " the good angel should go 
ir son," had been fulfilled. 

was still only sixty-four years old, and he lived many years 
as to see six grandsons. At his death he bade them not 
in Nineveh, since the sentence of the prophet Jonah would 
e accomplished on it. He also mentioned the two kings of 
Vlanasseh and Amon, as signs that God's mercy might be 
charity, though not given to the unrepenting ; and having 
i them all to holiness and charity, he died in peace. After 
Eld likewise died, Tobias and his sons removed to Ecbatanci 
re heard of the fall of Nineveh. 
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LESSON LXXXII. 

HEZEKIAH'S DISPLAY. 

B.C. 712. — 2 Kings xx. 12 — 19 ; 2 Chron. xxxii. 25 — 31. 

At that time Berodach*-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, 
sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah : for he had hesLrd. that Hezekiah 
had been sick. 

And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all the house of 
his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious 
ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his 
treasures : there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that 
Hezekiah shewed them not. 

Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him. 
What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And 
Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country, even from Babylon. 

And he said, What have they seen in thine house ? And Hezekiah an- 
swered, All the things that are in mine house have they seen ; there is 
nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them. 

And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lord. 

Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy 
fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried into Babylon : 
nothing shall be left, saith the Lord. 

And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shall beget, shall 
they take away ; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon. 

Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord, which 
thou hast spoken. And he said, Is it not good, if peace and . truth be in 
my days ? 

For Hezekiah had not rendered again according to the benefit done 
unto him ; for his heart was lifted up; therefore there was wrath upon him, 
and upon Judah and Jerusalem. 

Notwithstanding Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, 
both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord 
came not upon them in the days of Hezekiah. 

And Hezekiah had exceeding much ridies and honour: and he made 
himself treasuries for silver, and for gold, and for precious stones, and for 
spices, and for shields, and for all manner of pleasant jewels ; 

Storehouses also for the increase of com, and wine, and oil; and stalls 
for all manner of beasts, and cotes for flocks. 

Moreover iie provided him cities, and possessions of flocks and herds in 
abundance : for God had given him substance very much. 

This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper watercourse of Gihon, and 
brought it straight down to the west side of the city of David. And 
Hezekiah prospered in all his works. 

* Or M^rodach. 
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beit in the business of the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, 
It unto him to inquire of the wonder that was done in the land, God 
i, to try htm, that he might know all that was in his heart. 

MENT. — Great prosperity and happiness followed the dis- 

ire of Sennacherib ; Hezekiah became rich in treasures and 

le. The verse that says he stopped the waterqpurse of Gihon 

eved to mean that he covered in the spring in the royal 

s of Gihon, and conducted it by an aqueduct into the city, 

: it might not be cut off by any besiegers, and to this day no 

better supplied with water than is Jerusalem. His kingdom 

turishing, and he married a wife, who is said to have been 

ughter of Isaiah, and who was named Hephzibah, or " My 

: is in her,** whose name was adopted by Isaiah into one of 

)phecies of the Church as the Spouse of the Son of David 

1 bdi. 4). 

Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken, 

Neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate : 

But thou shalt be called Hephzi-bah, 

And thy land Beulah : 

For the Lord delighteth in thee, 

And thy land shall be married. 

hen Hephzibah bare a son, Hezekiah called him Manasseh, 
;etfulness," as Joseph had called the son who had made him 
his past troubles. But Hezekiah was for the time forgetting 
han his alarm and sickness ; his soul was too exulting ; and, 
bbakuk wrote, either then or shortly after, — " Behold, his soul 
is lifted up is not upright in him : but the just shall live by 
th." (Hab. ii. 4.) It is with good reason that we pray " not 
1 all time of our tribulation, but in all time of our wealth 
: us. Good Lord." For it is when we think we stand that we 
)st likely to fall. 

. the way God did deliver Hezekiah from his pride, was, as the 
ides tell us, by sending him a trial under which he fell, and 
humility. The valour that had held out against the Ninevite, 
>nder worked on the Assyrian host, and perhaps the miracle 
sun-dial, had reached the city of Babylon, which had grown 
Dund the old Tower of Babel, and was inhabited by the 
sans, a race of different blood from the Assyrians, and always 
• with them. Merodach or BeTodaieYv 'fi^^NsA'ax^ — '*»<:» ^-a^'eA. 
he favourite Chaldean god — had, we fti\dixox«v^^»&'vckJaQ.xv^Nx^^ 
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been conquered by Sargon, but had revolted against Sennacherib, 
and he sent messengers with gifts and compliments to Hezekiah, no 
doubt wishing to form an alliance against their common enemy. 
Hezekiah's exaltation was great, and thinking perhaps of Solomon's 
glories which dazzled the queen of Sheba, he showed all his st<»«s 
and treasures of jewels and balsam oil, forgetting the danger of in- 
viting greedy invaders to so small a realm as his, carried along 
indeed by that delight in display and admiration that tempts us alL 
It was Hezekiah's only error, except perhaps his submission to 
Sennacherib into which Shebna led him. The rebuke soon came. 
Isaiah questioned him on his visitcns, and no sooner had he made 
reply, than the sad sentence followed. These very treasures should 
be plundered, and all he had besides — nay, his own children, the 
much-prized son, either newly bom, or bom shortly after, should 
suffer slavery in Babylon. 

Observe, if Isaiah had said Nineveh, !t would only have been 
foretelling what everyone feared, but Babylon was then of little 
note, and a friendly power — nay, only six months later it was re- 
taken by Sennacherib, and nothing seemed more unlikely than that 
the royal children of Judah should be slaves to the king of Babylon, 
But Hezekiah's belief was as complete as his repentance. He did 
not turn against the prophet — ^no, nor against Micah, who likewise 
declared that Judah should go to Babylon, and the city be ploughed 
as a field ; and far less did he murmur against the prophet's master. 
He humTjled himself. He knew he had forgotten God's glory in 
his own, and though his pleasure in all he valued was taken away 
from him, he meekly bowed to the rod, with the words of perfect 
resignation and thankfulness. And this submission was rewarded 
by a most wonderful opening of the book of the future before his 
eyes by Isaiah, bearing him far beyond the woe and punishment 
of his son and his city, into the glories of that Son of his line who 
should "blot out as a cloud his transgressions and as a thick 
cloud his sins." Isaiah's very next prophecy, coming immediately 
after the sentence on Hezekiah's vain display, begins — 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 

1 iiat her warlare is accomplished, 

That her iniquity is pardoned : 

For she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 
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LESSON LXXXIII* 

THE CALL OF CYRUS. 

B.a 709.— Isaiah xliv. 21 — 28 ; xlv. i — 7, 

Remember these,t O Jacob and Israel ; 

For thou art my servant : 

I have formed thee ; thou art my servant : 

Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me. 

1 have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
And, as a cloud, thy sins : 

Return unto me ; for I have redeemed thee. 
Sing, O ye heavens ; for the Lord hath done it : 
Shout, ye lower parts of the earth : 
Break forth into singing, ye mountains, 

forest and every tree therein : 

For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel. 
Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, 
And he that formed thee from the womb, 

1 am the Lord that maketh all things ; 
That stretcheth forth the heavens alone ; 
That spreadeth abroad the earth by myself ; 
That mistrateth X the tokens of the liars, 
And maketh diviners mad ; 

That tumeth wise men backward. 

And maketh their knowledge foolish ; 

That confirmeth the word of his servant, 

And performeth the couuel of his messengers; 

'Iliat saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited, 

And to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built. 

And I will raise up the decayed places thereof : 

That saith to the deep, Be dry, 

And I will dry up thy rivers ; 

That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd. 

And shall perform all my pleasure : 

Even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built ; 

And to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 

Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

Whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him ; 

And I will loose the loins § of kings, 

To open before him the two-leaved gates ; 

And the gates shall not be shut ; 

I will go before thee, 

And make the crooked places straight : 

* Not for the little ones. 

f *' These " refers to a picture of idolatry that had gone hefore. 

J Maketh vain. § Make them careless and sleepy. 
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I will break in pieces the gates of brass, 

And cut in sunder the bars of iron : 

And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, 

And hidden riches of secret places, 

That thou mayest know that I, the Lord, 

Which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 

for Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, * 

I have even called thee by thy name : 

I have sumamed thee, though thou hast not known me. 

I am the Lord, and there is none else, there is no God beside me ; 

I girded t thee, though thou hast not known me : 

That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, 

That there is none beside me. 

I am the Lord, and there is none else. 

I form the light and create darkness : 

I make peace, and create evil : 

I the Lord do all these things. 

Comment. — If Hezekiah was warned of the coming trouble and 
sorrow of his children and people, it was also revealed to him, 
through Isaiah, how they should be rescued and restored. This is 
one of the most famous of prophecies, and the most distinct, naming 
the deliverer two hundred years before he was bom, and describing 
the manner of the deliverance ; and it is therefore the one that 
unbelievers, and half-believers especially, try to get rid of, saying 
sometimes that a later writer's poems were mixed up with the true 
Isaiah's, sometimes that Koreish or Cyrus might have been a title 
of all Persian kings. But there is no reasonable doubt that Isaiah 
really wrote this — in fact, it is part of the great poem of consolation 
with which he comforted Hezekiah in his repentance and submis- 
sion ; and as to Cyrus being a name for the kings of Persia, they 
were then chieftains of a little wild tribe in the mountains, far 
beyond Assyria, and it was as wonderful to mention them at all as 
to call Cyrus by name. Nor was this a djmastic name in historic 
times. 

The promise is brought in with some magnificent lines, reminding 
Jacob that they were God's own people, and promising that their 
sins should be blotted out as a cloud disappears in the sunmier 
sky. Then comes a call to heaven and earth to rejoice, smce 
the Lord had redeemed, that is set free. His captive people. He 
proclaims His power as Creator, and then points in scorn to the 

* Chosen. t Prepared for battle. 
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overthrow and disappointment of the false prophet and magician, 
while the word of the true prophet His servant shall stand. And 
that word is — first, that Jerusalem, which would be in ruins, should be 
built up ; secondly, that deep waters should be dried up ; thirdly, 
that Cyrus should be His Shepherd, doing all His will in building ' 
Jerusalem. Then comes the message to this Cyrus in person. 
God would lead him forth to subdue nations. Two-leaved gates of 
iron and brass should be opened for him, difficulties made easy ; the 
kings, his enemies, should be indolently sunk in feasting and sloth, 
and he should obtain great treasures, that so he might learn to know 
the true God. For Israel's sake had God called Cyrus, though a 
stranger, bom where God was not known. God girded (that is, 
prepared) him, that from east to west it might be known that One 
alone made light and darkness, is lord of good and evil ! 

Step by step we shall see the exact fulfilment Cyrus, bom of the 
Persians, worshippers of the sun and light, and believers in two 
equal powers of good and evil, should go forth to subdue the nations 
of the East, dry up the deep bed of the Euphrates, enter through the 
brazen gates, while the diviners were mad at the mysterious writing 
on the wall, and Belshazzar was feasting with loins ungirt. Then 
should Cyrus hear from Daniel of the true God, proclaim His 
honour to "all people, nations, and languages," and send back 
captive Judcih to build up Jerusalem — nay, should delight to be 
called "the Shepherd of his people." Could prophecy be more 
precise ? Israel remembered it when they sang " He hath broken 
the gates of brass, and smitten the bars of iron in sunder." — 
(Psalm cvii.) 

But we then, perhaps, as the holy Prophet and King, know that the 
glorious prophecy looks far beyond. There is a Redeemer, whose 
own Blood blotteth out as a cloud our transgressions so soon as we 
return unto Him. He hath been, as Hosea had said, the Breaker of 
the gates of iron of the grave. He hath ransomed us from the 
grave. He is the Anointed Shepherd, bidding His Church be 
built, and making His Name, the Name of His Father, to be known 
from the east unto the west. Cyrus was but a type ; Christ is the 
Deliverer foretold in the wonderful words that stretch far beyond 
their ^st fulfilment. 
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LESSON LXXXIV. 

THE MAN OF SORROWS. 

B.C. 709.— Isaiah Hi. 13—15 ; liii. i — 12. 

Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, 

He shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. 

As many were astonied at thee ; 

His visage * was so marred more than any man, 

And his form more than the sons of men : 

So shall he sprinkle many nations ; 

The kings shall shut their mouths at him : 

For that which had not been told them shaU they see ; 

And that which they had not heard shall they consider. 

Who hath believed our report ? 

And to whom is the arm t of the Lord revealed ? 

For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, 

And as a root out of a dry ground : 

He hath no form nor comeliness ; and when we shall see hinij 

There is no beauty that we should desire hinu 

He is despised and rejected of men ; 

A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief : 

And we hid as it were our faces from him ; 

He was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried out sorrows : 

Yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

He was bruised for our iniquities : 

The chastisement of our peace was upon him 

And with his stripes we are healed. 

All we like sheep have gone astray ; 

We have turned every one to his own way ; 

And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us aU. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: 

He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 

And as a sheep before her shearers is dumb. 

So he openeth not his mouth. 

He was taken from prison % and from judgment : 

And who shall declare his generation ? 

For he was cut off out of the land of the living : 

For the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

And he made his grave with the wicked. 

And with the rich in his death ; 

Because he had done no violence, 

Neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

^ Face. t Power. X QaiXU«^^>N^^«:k«^vn»aer. 



LXxxiv.] THE MAN OF SORROWS. 255 

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him ; 
He hath put him to grief : 

When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, 
He shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days. 
And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 
He shall see of the travail of his soul. 
And shall be satbfied : 

By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many ; 
For he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great. 
And he shall divide the spoil with the strong ; 
Because he hath poured out his soul unto death, 
And he was numbered with the transgressors ; 
And he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. 

Comment. — It is not possible here to give more than a few frag- 
ments of the great prophecy with which God comforted Isaiah and 
Hezekiah. In vision He had made known to them, not only that 
Cyrus would deUver His people, but that there should be a much 
greater Deliverer than Cyrus, even the Anointed, the Rod of the 
Stem of Jesse, the Redeemer. But He further reveals to them that 
which had as yet scarcely dawned in prophesy, except through the 
mournings of David in the twenty-second Psalm and some others, 
namely, that this Messiah, the Anointed, should suffer and die, and 
what even David apparently did not know, that these sufferings 
were those which we deserve, and that He Himself was the Great 
Sacrifice, to which all the others did but point. 

" Behold My Servant.'* He is often in this prophecy called My 
Servant, because He took on Him the form of a servant, a slave to 
sin. Those who look at Him should be dismayed, for His counte- 
nance was marred, stained, and soiled by sufferings and insults. Of 
those sufferings, somewhat earlier in this great poem, He had 
said : " I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair : I hid not my face from shame and spit- 
ting" (Isaiah 1. 6). 

We think of the Saviour led out by the cruel soldiers, mocked 
and spit on, and we feel the perfect fulfilment. But it was to sprinkle 
His atoning blood — not on the Jews only, but on many nations 
— ^that the hitherto unknowing, unbelieving nations might know 
Him in His truth. But the prophet knows lio^ iew -^ovi^i^Xi^'e'*^ 
amon^ those vrho beheJd Him in the ^esYi. 'Wclo \ka3CEL \s^^n^^ 
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our report ? he says. Who could trace God's, power in His doings? 
For He grew up as a tender plant, like an ordinary child, like a 
root in dry ground — in poverty and in evil times of sin. Nor did 
the bright glory and beauty, such as men esteem comeliness, strike 
the common eye ; but rather He seemed a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief — bowed down, as it were, with the full know- 
ledge and weight of human misery and wickedness, that none else 
could have borne. But we — Isaiah speaks for his own people, 
alas ! it is true of all mankind — turned aside and heeded Him not, 
fancying His sorrows were the stroke of God on Himself. "Thou 
hast a devil, and art mad!" how often was said to Him. But the 
griefs he laboured under were those that belong to us. He was 
taking them that we might not have them, the chastisement that 
He bore bought our peace, the cruel scourging that rent His body 
healed us. St. Peter lovingly repeats the words " by whose stripes 
ye are healed ; for ye were like sheep going astray." Yes, every- 
one turning to His own way, and on Him, as on the goat's head, 
on the Day of Atonement, was laid the iniquity of us all—of us. 
Yes, of each who reads this chapter ! Then, under that load. He 
stood silent — silent before Pilate and Herod — answering never a 
word, as St. Peter, who saw that wonderful and terrible trial, 
again chooses the very words of the prophecy to describe. He was 
dragged as a prisoner from one judgment-seat to another, He who 
is from everlasting, and at length was cut off out of the land of 
the living. His grave was appointed with the wicked — ^that is, with 
the thieves ; but He was in death in the rich man's tomb. And 
then comes again that great revelation. The iniquity of all had 
been laid on Him. His soul was a sin-offering. It was the only 
sin-offering that ever was— the one perfect and sufficient . sacrifice 
for the sins of all the world. 

Then comes the reward. He should see His children — He should 
prolong His days — be alive for evermore, beholding the fruit of all 
His anguish, and rejoicing therein. Since He has risen again for 
our justification we are freed from that iniquity which He has borne 
for us. He hath taken from the Strong — that is, Satan — his spoil 
of souls, as He told us Himself; for He hath won the victory by 
death, when he was counted among the sinners that He might 
bear their sin. And now is He ^oive Xo ^\^ '^^.^^^e^ \Jki^t««, to 
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make intercession for the transgressors. He ever liveth to make 
intercession. 

Oh wonderful prophecy ! No wonder that when Philip inter- 
preted it, it won the heart of the Ethiopian to believe in Him who 
had newly suffered such things (Acts viii. 27 — 35). No wonder it 
gave hope to the death-bed of the favourite of Charles' II.,* and 
won to the Christian faith the Jew f whose heart lost its veil, and 
who so ardently strove among his brethren. What thousands more 
have loved it, even though the Jews, and even our Lord's own 
disciples, were so very slow to believe that these pictures of pain 
and grief could belong to the Messiah. 



LESSON LXXXV.+ 

THE EVANGELICAL PROPHET. 
B.C. 712. 

To go through the whole of Isaiah's great poem on the 
Messisdi, would be more than these lessons have space for, or 
than the young readers as yet have understanding for. But a few 
passages are chosen here, because they were so plainly and directly 
fulfilled, and also because they are referred to afterwards in the 
New Testament. Already,, in a prophecy of certain date, Isaiah 
(chap. XXXV.) had given the following description of the wonders 
that should then be worked : — 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, 
And the tongue of the dumb sing : 
For in the wilderness shall waters break out. 
And streams in the desert 

These were the very tokens our Lord Himself pointed to 
(Matt xi.) : — 

Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two 
of his disciples, 

And said unto him. Art thou he that should come, or do we look for 
another ? 

♦ Rochester. / Joseph Wolff. X "Not iot )2iaft "^ovavt^x ao«&. 
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Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John agam those things 
which ye do hear and see : 

The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the ileaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. 

The only one of these predictions that had not an outward and 
literal fulfilment, was that of the " streams in the desert,** and that is 
perfectly fulfilled— spiritually, by the fulness of the Water of Life, 
the grace of the Holy Spirit. Again, the gentleness and tenderness 
of His teaching was foretold in these words (Isaiah chap, xlii.) : — 

Behold my servant, whom I uphold : 

Mine elect, in whom my soul deUghteth ; 

I have put my spirit upon him : 

He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

He shall not cry, nor lift up. 

Nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 

A bruised reed shall he not break. 

And the smoking flax shall he not quench : 

He shall bring forth judgment unto truth. 

St. Matthew applies and draws out this prophecy, when in his 
twelfth chapter he has been describing the healing of the man with 
the withered hand. Christ was not to be publicly made known, 
neither would He break the frail spirit, bending like a reed already 
broken, nor quench the smouldering flame of feeble faith, like a 
spark in a wick almost gone out. He deals gently and forbearingly 
till the time of judgment and victory (Matt, xii.) : — 

And charged them that they should not make him known ; 

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying, 

Behold my servant, whom I have chosen ; my beloved, in whom my soul 
is well pleased : I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment 
to the Gentiles. 

He shall not strive, nor cry ; neither shall any man hear his voice in the 
streets. 

A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, 
till he send forth judgment unto victory. 

Another passage is very memorable, because He chose it Himself 
when in the synagogue at Nazareth, he made proclamation of 
Himself and His work on earth (Isaiah Ixi.) : — 

The Spirit of the Lord GoD is upon me ; 

Because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek j 
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He hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, 

To proclahn liberty to the captives, 

And the opening of the prison to them that are boimd ; 

To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, 

And the day of vengeance of our God ; 

To comfort all that mourn ; 

To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, 

To give unto them beauty for ashes, 

ITie oil of joy for mourning, 

The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness ; 

That they might be called trees of righteousness. 

The planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. 

That jubilee year of rest to the land and rejoicing at the deliver- 
:e from the Assyrians, was fresh in the minds of Judah, when 
iah spoke the prophecy ; but what must it not have been when 
Lord (Luke iv.) — 

lame to Nazareth, where he had been brought up : and, as his custom was, 

vent into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 

ind there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And 

jn he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 

Tie Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 

ich the gospel to the poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, 

Dreach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 

et at liberty them that are bruised, 

o preach the acceptable year of the Lord, t 

ind he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat 

rvL. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened 

lim. 

ind he began to say unto them. This day is this scripture fulfilled in 

r ears. 

*erhaps there never was a greater announcement made upon this 
th. The real jubilee — ^the great Sabbath, the deliverance of 
an's prisoners, the time of clear sight and hope — was come at 
:. But, alas ! " Who hath believed our report ?" 
fet, in spite of disbelief, the Church was founded, and, as Isaiah 
ght again and again, it was no longer merely confined to the 
rs, but spread through all the world. So he cries, seeing the 
ning of the Gentiles afar off (Isaiah Ix.) — 

Arise, shine ; for thy light is come. 

And the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 

For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, 

And gross darkness the people : 

But the Lord shall arise upon thee. 

And his glory shall be seen upon \\\te. 

S 2 
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And the Gentiles shall come to thy light. 

And kings to the brightness of thy rising. 

Lift up thine eyes round about, and see : 

All they gather themselves together, 

They come to thee : 

Thy sons shall come from far. 

And thy daughters shall be nursed at thy sid& 

Then thou shalt see, and flow together, 

And thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged ; 

Because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee. 

The forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. 

The gross darkness is the sin and ignorance in which all the world 
lay, ere the shining of the Gospel light, when sons and daughters 
should be gathered to the Church, and after all her persecutions 
(Isaiah Ix.) — 

The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending onto 

thee ; 
And all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the 

soles of thy feet : 
And they shall call thee, The city of the Lord, The Zion of the 

Holy One of Israel. 

And again, though the Jews should not believe, and must be cast 
off, yet still to the Church was promised (Isaiah xlix.) : — 

The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, 

Shall say again in thine ears. The place is too strait for me : 

Give place to me that I may dwell. 

Then shalt thou say in thine heart. Who hath begotten me these. 

Seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, 

A captive, and removing to and fro ? 

And who hath brought up these ? 

Behold, I was left alone ; these, where had they been ? 

Thus saith the Lord God, 

Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, 

And set up my standard to the people : 

And they shall bring thy sons in their arms. 

And thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. 

And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, 

And their queens thy nursing mothers : 

They shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth. 

And lick up the dust of thy feet ; 

And thou shalt know that I am the Lord ; 

For they shall not be ashamed that wait for mc. 

Here is our charter. We are the children that the Chiurch has 
had after losing the Jews, because of their unbelief. Thus it is the 
chief glory of Christian kings and queens to be employed as the 
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Foster parents of the children, the Church common to their care. 
Such were the hopes and visions that upbore Isaiah and his holy 
king through the dark future that was first to come, looking on as 
they did to that time when the faithful Church is promised that 
** the sun shall be no more thy light by day ; neither for brightness 
shall the moon give light unto thee : but the Lord shall be unto 
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory." (Isaiah Ix.) 

For, as St John beheld — and as may we all yet behold, " And 
the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it : 
for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof." (Rev. xx;J.) 

We know not as yet what the beauty of that city will be ; for, as 
once again Isaiah has told us (Isaiah Ixiv.) : — 

For since the beginning of the world, men have not heard, nor 

perceived by the ear, 
Neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, 
What he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him. 



LESSON LXXXVL 

THE REIGN OF MANASSEH. 

B.C. 698. — 2 Chron. xxxiii. I — 10 ; 2 KINGS xxL 10 — 16. 

And Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the 
chiefest of the sepulchres of the sons of David : and all Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem did him honour at his death. And Manasseh 
his son reigned in his stead. 

Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
fifty and five * years in Jerusalem. 

But did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, like unto the 
abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord liad cast out before the 
children of Israel. 

For he built again the high places which Hezekiah his father had 
broken down, and he reared up altars for Baal, and made a grove, and 
worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them. 

Also he built altars in the house of the Lord, whereof the Lord had 
said, In Jerusalem shall my name be for ever. 

And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the 
house of the Lord. 

* He must have been proclaimed king at his birth, lot t\\ese iv^Vg-^Nt -^^ars. -axt 'Csv*. 
years of his life. 
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And he caused his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the 
son of Hinnom : also he observed times, and used enchantments, and 
used witchcraft, and dealt with a familiar spirit, and with wizards : he 
wrought much evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger. 

And he set a carved image, the idol which he had made, in the house 
of God, of which God had said to David and to Solomon his son. In 
this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen before all the tribes 
of Israel, will I put my name for ever : 

Neither will I any more remove the foot of Israel from out of the land 
which I have appointed for your fathers ; so that they will, take heed to 
do all that I have commanded them, according to the whole law and the 
statutes and the ordinances by the hand of Moses. 

So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and 
to do worse than the heathen, whom the Lord had destroyed before 
the children of Israel. 

And the Lord spake by his servants the prophets, saying. 

Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done these abominations, and 
hath done wickedly above all that the Amorites did, which were before 
him, and hath made Judah also to sin with his idols : 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Behold, I am bringing 
such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his 
ears shall tingle. 

And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet 
of the house of Ahab : and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a 
dish, wiping it, and turning it upside down. 

And I will forsake the remnant of mine inheritance, and deliver them 
into the hand of their enemies; and they shall become a prey and a 
spoil to all their enemies. 

Because they have done that which was e\'il in my sight, and have 
provoked me to anger, since the day their fathers came forth out of 
Egypt, even unto this day. 

Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, till he had filled 
Jerusalem from one end to another ; beside his sin wherewith he made 
Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil in the sight of the Lord. 



Comment. — ^We owe a great deal to the holy king Hezekiah, one 
of the three kings whom the preacher pronounces not to have been 
found defective. We have seen how he restored the continual Psal- 
mody in the Temple, and he also caused a new book to be added to 
the Psalter, the third, consisting of the seventeen psalms from the 
73rd to the 89th (inclusive), almost all written by Asaph and the 
Koralines, except some of David's, which had not yet been added 
to the Temple service, the 88th, said to have come down from the 
bondage in Egypt, and the 89th, a long psalm by a Levite, giving the 
whole account of God's promise to David and His dealings with his 
line, Besides this, " the men of Hezekiah** copied out six chapters 
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Qf Proverbs, four of them Solomon*s, that had been current among 
^be people, but not yet added to the Scripture ; and he seems to have 
bad the first collection of the writings of the prophets made — ^those 
of Rosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, and Isaicih. No 
doubt the flood of inspiration that the Levites and Isaiah then lived 
in, enabled them to choose those writings that had the salt of 
inspiration. 

But when Hezekiah slept in his " noble sepulchre " at the end of 
the fifteen years added to his life, and all the people had done him 
honour, the son who had been given at last was but twelve years 
old, and the people whom all the teachings and the blessings of 
Hezekiah's twenty-nine years' reign had failed to turn from their 
** evil heart of unbelief and departing from the living God," went 
back to their sin, and perverted their young king. 

Every form of idolatry seems to have been followed. The high 
places were rebuilt, altars raised to the many gods, the wooden 
pillar of Ashtaroth set up ; altars to the sun, moon, and stars, after 
the Assyrian fashion, placed in the courts of the Temple itself, the 
horrible Moloch image again erected in the vale of Tophet, and the 
king's own child sacrificed. And together with this Manasseh was 
superstitious. He observed times — that is, he inquired into lucky 
and imlucky days, a favourite fancy all over the East, and one 
against which Moses had warned men (Deut. xviii.) : — 

There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or 
his daughter to pass through the fiie, or that useth divination, or an 
observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 

Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a 
necromancer. 

For all that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord : and 
because of these abominations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from 
before thee. 

He had recourse to all modes of inquiring into the future, except 
the one rightly appointed ; and to such a pass did he bring his 
unhappy people, that they were absolutely worse than the heathen 
nations round them. The prophets spared not to tell him of his 
danger. They told him that he was filling up the measure of the 
doom of Judah, and that as Amos had once seen a measure and 
a plumb-line marking Samaria for destructiotv (Aiao^ n\\.T \ Vfc'&.'Ss.a^ 
lAii,), so was the same measure and plummet oi ^'&s\x\xc.\Aa\N. v^k \i<i 
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applied to Judah, and that Jerusalem should be emptied of inhabi- 
tants like a' dish wiped out and turned upside down. No doubt the 
wizards and witches told Manasseh pleasanter things than these. 
He became enraged, and persecuted the faithful. It is generally 
believed that, in his extreme old age, the great prophet Isaiah was 
put, by this wicked king, to the cruel death of being sawn asunder, 
and that it is partly to this that St. Paul refers, when he speaks of 
the witnesses of the faith of old in these words (Heb. xi. 37-8) : — 

They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword : they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented. 

(Of whom the world was not worthy.) 

And truly it is only likely that Isaiah, who beheld his Saviour 
more plainly than any other, would be made partaker of His Crosa 
by martyrdom, when he would be sustained by the hope he knew- - 
that his eyes should see the King in His beauty. 



LESSON LXXXVII. 

THE RE-PEOPLING OF SAMARIA. 

2 Kings xvii. 24 — 41. 

And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, 
and from Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them 
in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel : and they possessed 
Samaria and dwelt in the cities thereof. 

And so it was at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they feared 
not the Lord : therefore the Lord sent lions among them, which slew 
some of them. 

Wherefore they spake to the king of Assyria, saying. The nations which 
thou hast removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, Imow not the 
manner of the God of the land : therefore he hath sent lions among them, 
and, behold, they slay them, because they know not the manner of the 
Goci of the land. 

Then the king of Assyria commanded, sajring, Carry hither one of the 
priests whom ye brought from thence ; and let ihem go and dwell there, 
and let him teach them the manner of the God of the iMid. 

Then one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came 
and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the LORD. 

Howbeit every nation made gods of their own, and put them in the 
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'houses of the high places which the Samaritans liad made, every nation in 
^Heir cities wherein they dwelt. 

And the men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, and the men of Cuth 
**Jade Nergal, and the men of Hamath made Ashima. 

And the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the . Sepharvites burnt 
^beir children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of 
Sraharvaim. 

So they feared the Lord, and made unto themselves of the lowest of 
tliem priests of the high places, which sacrificed for them in the houses of 
the high places. 

They feared the Lord, and served their own gods, after the manner of 
the nations whom they carried away from thence. 

Unto this day they do after the former manners : they fear not the Lord, 
neither do they after their statutes, or after their ordinances, or after the 
law and commandment which the Lord commanded the children of Jacob, 
whom he named Israel ; 

With whom the Lord had made a covenant, and charged them, saying, 
Ye shall not fear other gods, nor bow yourselves to them, nor serve them, 
nor sacrifice to them : 

But the Lord, who brought you up out of the land of Egjrpt, with great 
power and a si retched out arm, him shall ye fear, and him shall ye worship, 
and to him shall ye do sacrifice. 

And the statutes, and the ordinances, and the law, and the command- 
ment, which he vnrote for you, ye shall observe to do for evermore ; and ye 
shall not fear other gods. 

And the covenant that I have made with you ye shall not forget ; neither 
shall ye fear other gods. 

But the Lord your God ye shall fear ; and he shall deliver you out of 
the hand of all your enemies, 

Howbeit they did not hearken, but they did after their former manner. 

So these nations feared the Lord, and served their graven images, both 
their children, and their children's children : as did their fathers, so do 
they unto this day. 

Comment. — While the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh had 
been transplanted to Gozam and Media, their territory stood 
empty till Esarhaddon filled it by strangers, like themselves up- 
rooted from a country they had defended against Assyria. 

Esarhaddon, one of the greatest conquerors who had ever come 
forth from Nineveh, had lately conquered and subdued Merodach 
Baladan, king of Babylon, the king whose ambassadors had 
tempted Hezekiah to his display. So Babylonians were among 
the new inhabitants of Samaria, where perhaps the Great King 
wished to place people who should have nothing in common with 
the men of Judah. 

Sepharvaim, or Sippara, was also on the ¥.\r^\«^\.^"&^C>\'0^^^'^^ 
probably in Media, and Ava, or Ivah, vja.s '?\i.cfcxv\CA'axv, ^^itSsR. 
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Hamath was an old Syrian city with which Israel had often been 
at war. Babylon, Sepharia, and Cutha are mentioned by Sargon 
in the roll of his conquests ; and in another inscription he says, 
" I destroyed the tribes of Shamudi and Adidij and placed the 
remnant of them in the city of Samaria." These were two Arab 
tribes, and thus did the cruel worldly policy of the Assyrians devise 
means to keep a great extent of lands in subjection by filling them 
up with people who not only did not care for the country as a 
home, but were all strangers to one another in speech, habits, and 
religion, and so would hardly join together against their tyrant. 
And now Samaria, which would not worship God in His hoUness, 
was defiled with varieties of idols. But still the land was holy. 
Mounts Ebal and Gerizim still witnessed to the cursings and 
blessings, and Shiloh had once been the sanctuary. So to teach 
even these strangers to adore the Lord in His own land, they were 
allowed to suffer from the attacks of lions, until they believed that 
it was in consequence of not worshipping the God of the land. 
The heathens supposed each country to be owned by gods of its 
own, and thought that their neglect offended the God of Samaria. 
So they sent to Sargon for priests to teach them the way of adoring 
the God of Israel, and he appears to have sent them some of the 
priests of the high places or of the calves, under whom they learnt 
to pay some sort of worship to Jehovah, but only as the tutelary 
deity of Samaria. None of them, except probably the Arabs, who 
never were idolatrous, abstained from importing the idols of their 
own nations. The Babylonian " Succoth Benoth " (or " Tents of 
the Daughters " ) are said to have been an idol in the form of a 
hen and chickens, in honour of the constellation of the Pleiades, 
which we know from Job, and from Amos, to have been so much 
honoured in the East. " Nergal " was the war god, whose idol had 
a cock's head, and whose star was the planet Mars. " Nibhaz " was 
said to have been like a dog, " Tartak " like an ass, " Ashima " 
was Syrian, and like a goat. "Melech," or "Malek** means "a 
king;" and these gods of Sepharvaim were thus named "the 
mighty king" and "the fire king," and like Moloch, the cruel 
Phoenician god, received sacrifices of infants in the fire ! 
How piteous to think of this being the fate of the goodly land 
Lt Jacob and Joseph loved so well, where Joshua had proclaimed 
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the Law, and Deborah had sat under her palm-tree, where Elijah's 
avrful wonders and Elisha's miracles of mercy had been wrought, 
^d where the voice of the aged Hosea had scarcely yet died 
away. But it is the great warning that there is a time when God's 
niercy turns to judgment, and if there be no repentance He takes 
away His Light, and for ever. 



LESSON LXXXVIII. 

MANASSEtr S REPENTANCE AND AMOIPS REIGN. 
B.C. 679. — 2 Chron. xxxiii. 10—24, 

And the Lord spake to Manasseh, and to his people : but they would 
not hearken. 

Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of the host of the 
king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him 
with fetters, and carried him to Babylon. 

And when he was in affliction, he besought the Lord his God, and 
humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers, 

And prayed imto him : and he was intreated uf him, and heard his sup- 
plication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then 
Manasseh knew that the Lord he was God. 

Now after this he built a wall without the city of David, on the west side 
of Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering in at the fish gate, and com- 
passed about Ophel, and raised it up a very great height, and put captains 
of war in all the fenced cities of Judah. 

And he took away the strange gods, and the idol out of the house of the 
Ix>RD, and all the altars that he had built in the mount of the house of the 
Lord, and in Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city. 

And he repaired the altar of the Lord, and sacrificed thereon peace- 
offerings and thank-offerings, and commanded Judah to serve the Lord 
God of Israel. 

' Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in the high places, yet unto the 
Lord their God only. 

Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his prayer unto his God, and 
the words of the seers that spake to him in the name of the Lord God of 
Israel, behold, they are written in the book of the kings of Israel. 

His prayer also, and how God was intreated of him, and all his sins, and 
his trespass, and the places wherein he built high places, and set up groves 
and graven images, before he was humbled : behold, they are written among 
the sayings of the seers. 

So Manasseh slept with his fathers, and vhe^ WiVs!^ Vwsil xw \^ <2f«^ 
house ; and Amon his son reigned in his slead. 



268 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN. [less. 

Amon was two and twenty years old wfien he b^[an to reign, and reigned 
two years in Jerusalem. 

But he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, as did Manasseh 
his father : for Amon sacrificed unto all the carved images which Manasseh 
his father had made, and served them ; 

And humbled not himself before the Lord, as Manasseh his father had 
humbled himself ; but Amon trespassed more and more. 

And his servants conspired agamst him, and slew him in his own house. 

But the people of the land slew all them that had conspired against 
king Amon ; and the people of the land made Josiah his son king in 
his stead. 

Comment. — It was not long before Manasseh's sins and those of 
his people brought punishment on them. They had become the 
allies of Egypt and Esarhaddon — or, as he is called in the inscrip- 
tions, Assurbanipal, who was still reigning over Nineveh, conquered 
Egypt, then took Sidon and burnt it ; and, lastly, attacked Jeru- 
salem. The present king had disdained the care that kept it safe 
in his father's time, and it easily fell before the Assyrians. Manasseh 
himself was taken "among the thorns," probably as he tried to 
escape. And he was carried as a prisoner to Babylon, which, as 
we have seen, Esarhaddon had lately subdued, and as a chained 
and fettered captive was taken to the very city whence the ambas- 
sadors had come to whom his father had boasted ! " I counted 
among my vassals," says Esarhaddon, in his inscription, " twelve 
kings of Syria beyond the mountains." Minasi, king of Judah, is in 
the list. 

But the prayers of holy Hezekiah and Isaiah had not gone up 
to God in vain. The son of Hezekiah and Hephzibah was not to 
be utterly lost. The teachings of his early boyhood came back to 
his mind, and in his prison he prayed and repented, and the God 
of all mercies forgave him. The wicked man turned away from his 
wickedness and saved his soul alive. After, we know not how long 
a time, God brought about his release, most likely when about B.C 
668, Esarhaddon fell sick, and gave up his dominions, all but his 
favourite city of Babylon, to his eldest son. Manasseh went back 
to his kingdom, and tried to make a reformation, by overthrowing 
his idolatrous altars and high places, and recalling the people to 
serve God, while he took measures for their defence by building a 
new wall, enclosing Mount Zion, and enclosing Ophel, the hill to 
the north of the Temple ; but the evil he had done could not be so 
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^^ily undone ; he could not recall his people from their evil ways, 

^or bring them back from the high-place worship ; and though 

^is care may have had some effect on his infant grandson, 

^is son Amon was hopelessly corrupted. We may repent, but 

the harm we have done can never be undone. And as a sad and 

^"epentant man Manasseh died, and apparently judged himself un- 

"^orthy to rest in the sepulchre of David, for he was buried in the 

grarden of his own house. 

The " Book of Kings " and the " Books of the Seers," to which 
the Book of Chronicles refers for the rest of his history, were pro- 
l>ably the materials from which Ezra put together the Books of 
Kings as we have them. There Manasseh's captivity and repent- 
ance are left out, whence some have inferred that he relapsed into 
sin ; but the imhappy state into which he had brought his kingdom, 
and which could never be repaired, quite accounts for the summing 
up his reign, as if the whole of it had been evil The merciful 
promise written by Ezekiel a few generations later, surely applies to 
him (Ezek. xviii.) : — 

But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, 
and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall 
surely live, he shall not die. 

All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be men- 
tioned unto him : in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live. 

Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die f saith the Lord 
God : and not that he should return from his ways, and live ? 

There is a beautiful prayer in the Apocrypha, said to be 
Manasseh's, which was in the Greek version of the Bible, but 
not the Hebrew, and therefore is not in the canon of Scripture. 

Manasseh's son Amon only survived him for two wretched and 
disgraceful years, during which he seems to have allied himself with 
Egypt, though not attacked by Assyria, and to have allowed his 
men to serve in the Egyptian armies. After two years of violence 
and idolatry, he was slain by conspirators when only twenty-four 
years old. 
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LESSON LXXXIX. 

THE YOUNG KING AND THE YOUNG PROPHET. 
B.C. 641. — 2 CHRON. xxxiv. I — 5 ; JEREMIAH i. I — lO. 

Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem one and thirty years. 

And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked 
in the ways of David his father, and declined neither to the right hand nor 
to the left. 

For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young, he began tu 
seek after the God of David his father : and in the twelfth year he began to 
purge Judah and Jerusalem from the high places, and the groves, and the 
carved images, and the molten images. 

And they brake down the altars of Baalim in his presence ; and the 
images, that were on high above them, he cut down ; and the groves, and 
the carved images, and the molten images, he brake in pieces, and made 
dust of them, and strewed it upon the graves of them that had sacrificed 
unto them. 

And he burnt the bones of the priests upon their altars, and cleansed 
Judah and Jerusalem. 

The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in 
Anathoth in the land of Benjamin : 

To whom the word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah the son of 
Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 

Then the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. 

Before I formed thee I knew thee ; and before thou camest forth out of 
the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 

Then said I, Ah, Lord God ! behold, I cannot speak : for I am a child. 

But the Lord said unto me. Say not, I am a child : for thou shalt go to 
all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 

Be not afraid of their faces : for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the 
Lord. 

Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the 
Lord said unto me. Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. 

See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to 
root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, 
and to plant. 

Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what 
seest thou ? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree. 

Then said the Lord unto me. Thou hast well seen : for I will hasten my 
word to perform it. 

Comment. — Still one more call to repentance — one more period 
eace and blessing was allowed to Judah — a breathing-time, as il 
before the punishment that their sinfulness needed. At the 
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^ime of the murder of the wicked Amon, his little son Josiah was 
^nly eight years old. He was made king by those who revenged 
iiis father's death, and they apparently bred him up to follow their 
>^'ays of idolatry, but in the eighth year of his reign, while he was 
yet young, only fifteen or sixteen years old, he perceived their 
Vrickedness ; the greatness, holiness, and majesty of the One True 
Lord God became impressed on his mind, and he began to seek 
after the God of David his father. Poor boy, he had to seek, for, 
as we shall find, the Book of the Law of Moses was lost — most likely 
Manasseh had had the copies destroyed — and the whole Temple 
service was disarranged. His father had replaced much of the 
idolatry that his grandfather had removed in his repentance, and 
there was very little near at hand to aid the young king^ in seeking 
to the Lord — very likely such Psalms and such prophecies as 
lingered in the memory of the faithful, for the books would be 
hidden. But he did seek, and " Seek and thou shalt find " was * 
truly realized in him. See, too, that he began when he was still 
young, and so had an unstained life to offer to his God. Happy 
those who begin like him, while still young. By the time he was 
nineteen or twenty he had learnt enough himself to be sure of the 
right course, and had gathered authority enough to be able to carry 
it out. He went through Judah, overthrowing the altars to idols 
and those in the high places, standing by himself to see that the 
destruction was carried out, and so that the obstinate people could 
not soon restore them. And no sooner did this dawn of better 
things begin than God called a prophet to aid in his work of bringing 
His people to repentance. This was a young priest, younger it 
seems than the king himself, for he speaks of himself as a child, 
and the tradition is that he was but eleven years old, and as he 
prophesied for full fifty-five years from this time, it is very probable 
that he was like that first priestly prophet, Samuel, a mere boy, 
when, figuratively it might be said " ere the lamp of God went out in 
the Temple of the Lord where the Ark of God was," the Lord 
called him. Jeremiah lived in the priest's town of Anathoth, be- 
longing to the course of Ithamar ; and there, like Samuel again, he 
was personally called by God's own voice, and was told that long 
before his birth the Almighty had ordained him to do His vioxk^-as. 
a prophet of the Lord, It was a heav^- Wtd^iv ^^vaX ^-as* \»^ ^vv 
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him, to go forth and struggle with the wilful, obstinate people, and 
the youthful spirit — ever a tender, pensive, and gentle one — shrank 
from it in dismay. " Ah ! Lord God, behold, I cannot speak. I 
am a child." But God dealt gently with him, promising that he 
should not be left to himself in his own strength, but that He 
would be with him, putting His own words into that young mouth, 
and making it declare His will, declaring what nations should be 
rooted out, and which set up. " I have set thee over the nations," — 
that is, Jeremiah should, by God's authority, declare their fate as 
if he himself had power over them. With the security that the 
Lord would be with him, and put words into his mouth, Jeremiah 
had faith to be satisfied, and questioned no more. Thus, in the 
freshness of their early youth, did the young king and the young 
priest begin upon their warfare with the sin and evil that they saw 
and felt around them, fast bringing ruin on them. True, Nineveh 
was tranquil ; her king Saracus was effeminate and luxurious, but 
there was a heavy sense that a thunder-cloud hung over Judah, and 
the very first revelation to Jeremiah, the vision of an almond tree, 
the first blossom of the spring, betokened that the evil should come 
speedily, just as our Lord, when speaking of the last destruction of 
Jerusalem, and together with that of the end of this world, said 
(Matt. xxiv. 32) : — 

Now learn a parable of the fig-tree ; When his branch is yet tender, and 
putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh : 

So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, 
even at the doors. 

For Josiah and Jeremiah together are types of the Son of David, 
the Great High Priest, who strove with Jerusalem to bring her to 
repentance in her last days. 



LESSON XC. 

THE FINDING OF THE BOOK OF THE LAW. 

B.C. 624—2 Kings xxii. 3—20; 2 Chron. xxxiv. 9. 

And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, that the king 
Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshufiam, the scribe^ to the 
of the Lord, saying, 
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Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum the silver which is 
brought into the house of the Lord, which the keepers of the door have 
Sathered of the people : 

And let them deliver it into the hand of the doers of the work, that have 
the oversight of the house of the Lord : and let them give it to the doers 
of the work which is in the house of the Lord, to repair the breaches of 
the house. 

Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and to buy timber and hewn 
stone to repair the house. 

Howbeit there was no reckoning made with them of the money that was 
delivered into their hand, because they dealt faithfully. 

* * * * • * 

And when they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they delivered the 
money that was brought into the house of God, which the Levites that kept 
the doors had gatherSl of the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all 
the remnant of Israel, and of all Jud^Ji and Benjamin ; and they returned 
to Jerusalem. 

****** 

And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found 
the book of the law in the house of the Lord. And Hilkiah gave the 
book to Shaphan, and he read it. 

And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought the king word 
again, and said, Thy servants have gathered the money that was found in 
the house, and have delivered it into the hand of them that do the work, 
that have the oversight of the house of the Lord. 

And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath 
delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king. 

And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the book of 
the law, that he rent his clothes. 

And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Michaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and 
Asaniah a servant of the king's, saying. 

Go ye, inquire of the Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, 
concerning the words of this book that is found : for great is the wrath of 
the Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened 
unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that is written con- 
cerning us. 

So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and 
Asahiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son 
of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe ; (now she dwelt in 
Jerusalem in the college ;) and they communed with her. 

And she said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Tell the 
man that sent you to me, 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon 
the inhabitants thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of 
Judah hath read : 

Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other 
gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the works oC t\\fevt 
hands ; therefore my wrath shall be kindled agamsX \3ti^s ^^c&, wA ^mJ^ 
not be quenched. 

VOL, JJL X 
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But to the king of Judah which sent you to inquire of the Lord, thus 
shall ye say to him, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, As touching the 
words which thou hast heard : 

Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before 
the Lord, when thou heardest what I spake against this place, and 
against the inhabitants thereof, that they should become a desolation and 
a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me ; I also have heard 
thee, saith the Lord. 

Behold, therefore, I will gather thee untQ thy fathers, and thou shalt 
be gathered into thy grave in peace ; and thine eyes shall not see all the 
evil which I will bring upon this place. And they brought the king 
word again. 

Comment. — Two years more, and Josiah proceeded to repair 
the Temple. He had been no doubt stirred up by the prophecies 
of Jeremiah, when he pleaded with Judah that they were less faithful 
to their own Lord than the very heathen of Greece to their idols, 
forsaking the true fountain of the water of life for broken cisterns 
of idolatry and trust in man. 

Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the Lord, and with your 
children's. children will I plead. 

For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see ; and send unto Kedar, and 
consider diligently, and see if there be such a thing. 

Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but my 
people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit. 

Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very 
desolate, saith the Lord. 

For my people have committed two evils ; they have forsaken me the 
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water. 

The Levites, the door-keepers — that is, the Kohathites — were sent 
throughout the country to make a collection for the restoration of the 
Temple ; and it is especially mentioned that the few Israelites still 
remaining in their own land contributed, as w^ell as the children of 
Judah and Benjamin. The money seems to have been freely offered, 
and was given into the hands of Hilkiah the high priest Shaphan, 
like Shebna, seems to have been not such a scribe as those men- 
tioned in the Gospels, but a kind of private secretary to the king. 
When Hilkiah went into the Temple treasury to deposit the sum 
lected, he there found the Book of the Law. Most likely it was 
book which Moses had stored by the side of the Ark to 
Standard copy. All this time it had been lost I And 
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When Hilkiah found it, he seems to have had some doubt whether 
to venture on showing it to the king. For what a picture did it not 
^ve of the perfect rule that everyone — even in this reformed state 
—was contentedly transgressing ; the divinely appointed order of 
the sanctuary disturbed, the feasts unobserved, the sacrifices for- 
gotten, foul disorder and crime reigning everywhere, while such 
threats as these met them (Lev. xxvi.) : — 

And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will walk 
Contrary unto me ; 

Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven 
times for your sins. 

And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall avenge the quarrel of 
nay covenant : and when ye are gathered together within your cities, I 
will send the pestilence among you ; and ye shall be delivered into the 
hand of the enemy. 

And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women shall bake 
your bread in one oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again by 
weight : and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied. 

And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto 
roe ; 

Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury ; and I, even I, will 
chastise you seven times for your sins. 

And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters 
shall ye eat. 

And I will destroy your high places, and cast down your images, and 
cast your carcases upon the carcases of your idols, and my soul shall 
al)hor you. 

And I will make your cities waste, and bring your sanctuaries unto 
desolation, and I will not smell the savour of your sweet odours. 

And I will bring the land into desolation : and your enemies which dwell 
therein shall be astonished at it. 

Everyone knew that punishment after punishment had come. 
They had still walked contrary. And Jeremiah was warning them 
that " treacherous Judah should not fare better than back-sliding 
IsraeL'* Shaphan seems to have known Josiah better than Hilkiah, 
and to have been sure he would not shrink from the truth. He 
carried the Book — the five Books of Moses — to the palace, and 
read it to the king. Much of it must have been a glad hearing to 
Josiah, and taught him the origin and meaning of what he only 
imperfectly knew ; but when he saw how far his best efforts fell 
short of what the law decreed, and heard the terrible threats on 
the breaking of the covenant, he was grieved lo lY^^YiieaxX.. Vl^\s\s^^^ 
no excuses for himself, but rent his clothes for soiiov^ ^xAx^'^^'c^as^a^ 

T 2 
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Then he sent the priest and his ministers to Huldah, a pro- 
phetess, whose husband seems to have been keeper of the sacred 
robes of the priests, to ask of her whether any prayer or sacrifice 
would avail to turn aside the >vrath that had been but too well 
earned. He did not say " the Ninevite power is decayii^, never 
mind f he stated that the real enemies of Judah were their sins. 
And all his hope was in repentance and prayer. But alas ! Huldah 
was permitted to speak no comfort as to the nation. The measure 
of Ood's long suffering had been too long trifled with, and the doom 
must come — sin must have its wages. Only in consideration that 
Josiah's heart was tender, and that he had truly grieved for the 
sins of his fathers and of his people, he himself should be spared 
the sight of the misery that was coming, and the blow should not 
fall in his time. Alas ! what tidings for a king not twenty-five 
years old, in the full ardour of the reformation of his people. 



LESSON XCI. 

yOSIAH*S REFORMATION. 

B.C. 625.-2 Kings xxiii. 1—20 {abridged). 

And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of Judah 
and of Jerusalem. 

And the king went up into the hoose of the Lord, and all the men of 
Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and 
the prophets, and all the people, both small and great : and he read in their 
ears all the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the 
house of the Lokd. 

And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before the Lord. 
to walk after the Lord, and to keep his commandments and his testimonies 
.md his statutes with all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words 
of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people stood 
to * the covenant. 

And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the 
second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the temple 
of the Lord all the vessels that were made for Basu, and for the grove, and 
for all the host of heaven : and he burned them without Jerusalem in the 
fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto Beth-el. 

And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Jndah had 

• Undertook. 
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lined to bum incense in the high places in the cities of Jiidah, and in the 
:es round about Jerusalem ; them also that burned nicense unto Baal, to 
son, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven. 

***** * 

fevertheless the priests of the high places came up to the altar of the 
ID in Jerusalem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread among tlieir 
hren. 

jid he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, 
no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to 
ech. 

nd he took away the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the 
and burned the chariots of the sun with fire. 

nd the altars that were on the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which 
kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in 
two courts of the house of the Lord, did the king beat down, and brake 
n down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the brook Kidron. 
.nd the high places that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right 
d of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had 
ded for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh 
abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the 
dren of Ammon, did the king defile. 

tnd he brake in pieces the images, and cut down the groves, and filled 
r places with the bones of men. 

loreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place whidi Jeroboam 
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, liad made, both that altar and 
high place he brake down, and burned the high place, and stamped it 
.11 to powder, and burned the grove. 

Lttd as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres that were there in 
mount, and sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned 
n upon the altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the Lord 
ch the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words. 
'hen lie said, What title is that that I see ? And the men of the city 
I him. It is the sepulchi-e of the man of God, which came from Judah, 
proclaimed these things that thou hast done against the altar of Beth-el. 
Lnd he said. Let him aJone ; let no man move his bones. So they let 
bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that came out of Samaria. 
Lnd all the houses also of the high places that were in the cities of 
naria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lord to 
er, Josiah took away, and did to them according to all the acts that he 
. done in Beth-el. 

Lnd he slew all the priests of the high places that were there upon the 
.rs, and burned men s bones upon th-em, and returned to Jerusalem. 

Comment. — ^We last named the terrible sentence that fell upon 
ig Josiah in. the midst of his plans of renewing and reforming 
people. Did he give up because there was no hope, and the 
)m was certain 1 No ; he loved God and his people too well. 
far as depended upon himself, God should be ^AxteV^ n^q^'^y^^^'^ 
i obeyed^ a^^ as mdiny souls as could be saved m\C\^ q.^^ x^iv^jw 
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should be saved. Few have ever deserved such honour as Josiah, 
because he acted from pure love of God and his neighbour without 
earthly hope to bear him up. 

First he gathered all the elders — namely, the chief authorities in 
every city and district — and caused the law to be read to them. It 
ought to have been read to them at every Feast of the Tabernacles, 
but it had been first kept out of sight, then forgotten, ever since his 
great-grandfather's time, — so it was new to them. 

He himself stood on what our Bible translates a pillar, but was 
really either the same platform or one like that where Solomon and 
Jehoshaphat had prayed, and where little Joash had been shoi^n, 
the king's place in the court. Then he himself swore to the 
Covenant, and made them swear to keep it, the same oath taken 
by Israel at Mount Sinai. Then, when all knew the cause of his 
doings, he began another vigorous clearance of everything idolatrous 
or irregular. He had already overthrown all strange altars in the 
Temple ; now he destroyed all the vessels which had belonged to 
their service. Probably before he had read the close directions 
given to Moses for the vessels of the sanctuary, he may have 
thought these might be kept, but he must have been growing in the 
understanding of the typical teaching of the law, for obedience 
always makes us grow in true wisdom. 

The long list of his doings shows the horrible corruption under 
Manasseh and Amon. The men of Judah must have tried a frag- 
ment of every form of misbelief, for there were, besides the older 
false deities, Baal and Ashtoreth, remains of the Ass3rrian adora- 
tion of sun, moon, planets, and stars ; and the keeping horses and 
chariots in imitation of the chariot and horses to which heathen 
fancy supposed the sun to be beholden for his daily course, was 
a custom of the Median and Persian fire-worshippers, with 
whom as foes to Assyria the Jews would naturally be allied. The 
valley of Hinnom on the south of Jerusalem had first been used 
by Ahaz for the horrid sacrifices of Moloch, whence the more 
faithful Jews called it Tophet — spitting or abomination. Thus 
Jeremiah spoke of it : — 

For the children of Judah have done evil in my aght, saith the Lord : 
they have set their abominations in the house which is called by my name^ 
to pollute it. 
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And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of 
the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire ; which 
I commanded them not, neither came it into my heart. 

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that it shall no more 
be called Tophet, nor the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of 
slaughter : for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be no place. 

And the carcases of this people shall be meat for the fowls of the heaven, 
and for the beasts of the earth ; and none shall fray them away. 

And Isaiah had already said (chap, xxx.) : — 

For Tophet is ordained of old ; yea, for the king it is prepared ; he hath 
made it deep and large, the pile thereof is fire and much wood : the breath 
of the Lord, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it. 

TTie name" Hinnom," or as the Greeks made it, Gehenna, came after- 
wards to be used for hell, and the bodies of criminals were thrown 
into the valley. The Mount of Corruption was the Mount of Olives, 
and here we find that Josiah did what even Hezekiah had not dared — 
namely, to destroy the four shrines, which were nearly as old as the 
Temple itself, made by Solomon. Perhaps it had been argued that 
there could be no harm in them, since Solomon had made them for 
foreigners. But of what corruption had they not been the seed ? 

But the most memorable of all the purifications was that which 
Josiah extended to Bethel, beyond his own kingdom. He had been 
called by name three hundred and fifty years before by the man of 
God from Judah to do this very work. Where human bones have 
been burnt no Eastern could ever again worship, so Josiah took 
the bones from the rocky graves around the old calf-shrine at 
Bethel, to bum them on the altar and defile it. The child had 
been bom to the house of David, Josiah by name. By and by he 
remarked an inscription, and asked what it was. When he learnt 
that it marked the grave of the disobedient prophet, he bade the 
sepulchre be unmolested, and thus the intention of the deceitful old 
prophet was fulfilled — his body was undisturbed because it lay in 
the same tomb. So wondrously does prophecy become fulfilled. 
But this exact fulfilment was a pledge that the coming doom would 
be fulfilled. 

Yet even now he could not make his reformation complete ; 
though the high places were destroyed, their priests sullenly re- 
fused to come up to the Temple, but continued to kee^ s€.x5|^x^iL<5. 
from their brethren. 
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LESSON XCIL 

yOSIAH'S PASSOVER. 

B.C. 625.-2 Chron. XXXV. I — 19 {abridged). 

Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the Lord in Jerusalem : and they 
killed the passover on the 14th day of the first month. 

And he set the priests in their charges, and encouraged them to the 
service of the house of the Lord, 

And said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, which were holy unto 
the Lord, Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David 
king of Israel did build ; it shall not be a burden upon your shoulders : 
serve now the Lord your God and his people Israel, 

And prepare yourselves by the houses of your fathers, after your courses, 
according to the writing of David king of Israel, and according to the 
writing of Solomon his son. 

And stand in the holy place according to the divisions c^ the families of 
the fathers of your brethren the people, and after the division of the families 
of the Levilcs. 

So kill the jxissover, and sanctify yourselves, and prepare your brethren, 
that they may do according to the word of the Lord by the hand of 
Moses. 

• * 4 * * « 

So the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their place, and the 
Levites in the courses, according to the king's commandment 

And they killed the passover, and the priests sprinkled the blood from 
their hands, and the Levites flayed them. 

And they removetl the burnt offerings, that they might give according to 
the divisions of the families of the people, to offer unto the Lord, as it is 
written in the book of Moses. And so they did with the oxen. 

« « * • * • 

And the singers the sons of Asaph were in their place, according to the 
commandment of David, and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthan, the lunge's 
seer ; and the porters waited at every gate ; they might not depart from 
their service ; for their brethren the Levites prepared for them. 

So all the service of the Lord was prepared the same day, to keep the 
passover, and to offer burnt offerings upon the altar of the Lord, according 
to the commandment of king Josiah. 

And the children of Israel that were present kept the passover at that 
time, and the feast of unleavened bread seven days. 

And there was no passover like to that kept in Israel from the days of 
Samuel the prophet ; neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a passover 
as Josiah kept, and the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel 
tjuuyvere present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
i^i'^^^^j^eighteenth year of tlie reign of Josiah was this passover kept. 
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Comment. — There was nothing the faithful kings of Judah so 
tried to enforce as the proper observance of the Passover at Jeru- 
salem. For in truth it was to them the commemoration of the 
Redemption from Egypt, and likewise the foretaste of the great 
Redemption. It was to them what an Easter Communion is to us, 
only that they had the shadow and we have the reality. All the 
power of a great king was, however, needed to gather the faithless, 
indolent people to Jerusalem, and even to stir up the priests to the 
right performance of their duty. It seems as if during the loss of 
the Book of the Law, the Ark had been taken out of the Holy of 
Holies, since Josiah bids the Levites place it there and not carry it 
about. He likewise took care that all should be done perfectly 
according to the Law — the killing the lamb, the sprinkling of the 
blood, the roasting whole, the seven days of unleavened bread. 
Moreover, the singing Levites of the house of Asaph and the 
doorkeepers of Korah all held their offices, and so devout was the 
Passover, so full of precious gifts, that it is declared in these 
respects to have surpassed even that of Hezekiah, and to have 
recalled the days of Samuel. 

Then, too, the king caused a fourth book to be added to the 
Psalter, containing a collection of seventeen psalms, from the 90th 
to the io6th. The 90th is the psalm of Moses, then for the first time 
probably taken into the Temple service. The 91st is the promise 
of protection to the Holy One, which has the verse that Satan 
quoted to our Lord — " He shall give His angels charge concerning 
Thee, and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest Thou hurt 
Thy foot against a stone." From the 93d to the looth is one great 
poem upon the kingdom and glory of the Lord, probably the great 
paschal hymn composed to be sung at this Passover, and giving us 
no less than three of the hymns used in our daily service ; one of 
them (the 95th) every day. It is very remarkable that all these 
psalms, except the 90th and I02d, though added at this mournful 
period of the Jewish history, are more than usually joyful and full 
of praise and thanksgiving. It is likely that, as Hezekiah gave the 
78th psalm to teach the ancient history of the Israelites, the 105th 
and the io6th were added for the same purpose now. Nor is there 
any praise sweeter and more glorious than we fvxvd vcv >Jc^^ x^^*^^ "sssSsw 
104th psalms. But the hope in all these ps2LYrcvs*\?»\N\a\Cv^^'=x^^ '^' 
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It is not of earthly peace and prosperity, for, on the part of the great 
bulk of the people, the reform was only just to please the king. 
They went about boasting of their Temple and their observances, 
and meanwhile they were as cruel, harsh, and as self-indulgent as 
ever. And thus was the priest-prophet Jeremiah bidden to stand 
and warn them ; — 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying. 

Stand in the gate of the I^ord's house, and proclaim there this word, 
and say, Hear the word of the Lord, all ye of Judah that enter in at these 
gates to worship the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and 
your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 

Trust ye not in lying words, saying. The temple of the Lord, the temple 
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, are these. 

For if ye throughly amend your ways and your doings ; if ye throughly 
execute judgment between a man and his neighbour ;' 

If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed 
not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other gods to your 
hurt : 

Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to 
your fathers, for ever and ever. 

Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit 

Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and bum 
incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not ; 

And come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, 
and say. We are delivered to do all these abominations ? 

Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in 
your eyes ? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the Lord. 

But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my 
name at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people 
Israel. 

And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the Lord, and 
r spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not ; and I 
called you, but ye answered not ; 

Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein 
ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I 
have done to Shiloh. 

And I will cast you out of my right, as I have cast out all your brethren, 
even the whole seed of Ephraim. — ^Jer. vii. 

Then came the very words used by our Lord Himself, the Great 
High Priest, Prophet, and King, when He too purified the Temple, 
even while He spoke its doom (Matt. xxv. 13) : — "And said unto 
them. It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer ; 
but ye have made it a den. of thieves." 
Shiloh, which had been live ^ist ^Xslc^ >w\vex^ x^cva \^\^>Ba3i ^^t 
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His Name, and which had been made desolate for the sins of the 
people in the time of the Judges, and for the guilt of Eli's sons, 
is held up as a warning of what should be the fate of Jerusalem ; 
and Judah is assured that her children shall be scattered like those 
of Ephraim. 



LESSON XCIII. 

THE DEATH OF JOSIAH. 

B.C 610. — 2 Chron. XXXV. 20— xxxvi. 4. 

After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of Egypt 
came up to fight against Charchemish by Euphrates : and Josiah went out 
against him. 

But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, What have I to do with thee, 
thou king of Judah ? I come not against thee this day, but against the 
house wherewith I have war : for God commanded me to make haste : 
forbear thee from meddling with God, who is with me, that he destroy 
thee not. 

Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, but disguised 
himself, that he might fight with him, and hearkened not unto the words of 
Necho from the mouth of God, and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo. 

And the archers shot at king Josiah ; and the king said to his servants. 
Have me away ; for I am sore wounded. 

His servants therefore took him out of that chariot, and put him in the 
second chariot that he had ; and they brought him to Jerusalem, and he 
died, and was buried in one of the sepulchres of his fathers. And all 
Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 

And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah : and all the singing men and the 
singing women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and 
laade them an ordinance in Israel : and, behold, they are written in the 
lamentations. 

Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his goodness, according to that 
which was written in the law of the Lord. 

And his deeds, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of the 
kings of Israel and Judah. 

Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and made 
him king in his father's stead in Jerusalem. 

Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned three months in Jerusalem. 

And the king of Egypt put him down at Jerusalem, and condemned the 
land in an hundred talents of silver and a talent of gold. 

And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother k\w^ <iN^x\wi."a!cw^sv^ 
Jerusalem, and turned his name to Jehoiakixn, KivvX "^^Ocva \<5^j!k'\€cksaaicsa3' 
h/s brother, and carried him to Egypt, 
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Comment. — There were fourteen more years of peace, and then 
the great light of Judah was taken from the nation, whom even 
their holy king could not bring to repent Since the time of the 
Ethiopian Tirhakah, the old Egyptian race of Pharaohs had re- 
covered Egypt, and a warlike king named Pharaoh-Necho was on 
the throne. He took advantage of the overthrow of Nineveh to 
make an invasion of Assyria, and marched with his army to attack 
the city of Charchemish on the Euphrates, passing through the 
Philistine country, and not intending to meddle with Judah at all. 
Indeed, when Josiah mustered his army against him, he returned 
for answer that he had no quarrel with Judah, and advised Josiah 
to beware, since God was on his side. 

Whether Josiah was right in attacking him is a question that no 
one can answer. Necho probably only meant that his God was 
supposed to bid him fight, go forth on this expedition, as Senna- 
cherib had pretended to be sent by the Lord. On the other hand, 
the apocryphal Book of Esdras says that he did not regard the 
words of Jeremiah ; but in the first place the two Books of Esdras 
are not viewed as authoritative, in the next the words may only 
mean that he knew that he should fall in the battle, yet knew it was 
his duty to go forth, and disregarded the danger. Nor in the long 
roll of Jeremiah's prophecies preserved to us is there any sign of 
such prohibition, but everything to make us believe that Josiah 
died in favour with God. Nothing was more constantly enforced 
by the prophets than that there was to be no alliance with Egypt, 
and Josiah was acting in the spirit of all the law that he had studied 
so thoroughly when he attacked Necho at Megiddo just as he was 
about to cross the great plain of Jezreel. And yet the good Josiah 
died the death of the wicked Ahab, at the very same place where 
his own apostate ancestor Ahaziah had been slain. But it was also 
the death of the good Jonathan — the noble death of a brave man 
fighting for his country — and Isaiah's words truly describe how 
it was with him ; — 

The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart : 

And merciful men are taken away ; 

None considering that ttie righteous is taken away from the evil to 

come. 
He shall enter into peace : 
They shall rest in iheir beds, e3ic\v otv^ vs'^V\x^^\^\iv% ^^-^xvj^xv^s^. 
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As he lay sore wounded in his chariot he must have known that 
he himself, taken away in his 39th year, was spared the sight of 
the woes that were ripe for his country, and the sons, who at 
25 and 23 years old, must have shown that they would not walk 
in his ways, but bring down the judgment upon their own heads. 
Well was it for him that prophecies and psalms of the brighter 
day must have rung in his ears. 

The remembrance of Josias is like the composition of the perfume that 
is made by the art of the apothecary : it is sweet as honey in all mouths, 
and as musick at a banquet of wine. 

He behaved himself uprightly in the conversion of the people, and took 
away the abominations of iniquity. 

He directed his heart unto the Lord, and in the time of the ungodly he 
established the worship of God. 

All, except David and Ezekias and Josias, were defective : for they 
forsook the law of the Most High, even the kings of Judah failed. 

This is the summing-up of his character by the Preacher some 300 
years later, and certainly no king ever equalled him in the pure, 
brave love that worked on though under a doom against which 
he neither murmured nor struggled. But he died, and such was 
the lamentation for him that the mourning at Hadad-Rimmon, the 
nearest city, became a proverb for grief. The prophet Zechariah, 
who lived after the return from Babylon, alludes to it in the 
following remarkable way :— 

And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications ; and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one 
moumeth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is 
in bitterness for his firstborn. 

In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning 
of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. 

Here it is Him whom they have pierced Who shall be mourned 
for as Josiah was, the Son of David, and the Son of Josiah, W^hom 
they have pierced by their sin, as Josiah was pierced by the Egyptian 
arrow because of his people's un worthiness. It brings the awful 
thought, how shall we look at Him whom they have pierced ? Will 
it be as saved by those Wounds or as having had a part in them. 

Jeremiah and all the singers and psalmists lamented^ ^xvd •s.viss?^ 
dirges, while Josiah was laid to rest \n tVv^ se^v^Owt^ ^^ Xi-ssx^^'vicsR. 
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last of his race who should sleep there. And the people in haste 
made his second son Shallum, or Jehoahaz, king, instead of his 
eldest son Kliakim ; but the mourning was hardly over before 
Nccho sent a detachment of his army who took Jerusalem, and 
brouj;ht the young king a prisoner, after a reign of three months, 
to N echo's head-quarters at Riblah. He was carried away captive 
to Kgypt, and Nocho established his elder brother Eliakim as 
king in his stead, as a tributary. A change of name was a sigjn of 
subjugation, and Pharaoh altered the new king's name from 
Kl-iakim {Cnui will set up) to Jehoiakim (Jehovah will set up), 
perhaps to show the Jews that he acknowledged that Jehovah 
was their God. 



LESSON XCIV. 

THR PROPHECY OF HABAKKUK, 

RC. 6io.— Hab. i. I- -14. 

Pharaoh-Necho was on his way to join a great confederacy 
aijainst Nineveh, The Medes, a nation 6f the race of Japhe^ 
inhabiting the hills to the north-east of Assyria, had been sub- 
dued by the conquering kings of Nineveh, but had never quietly 
endured the yoke. The Chaldeans, an exceedingly able and in- 
dustrious people, who dwelt ir Babylon on the Euphrates, around 
the remains of the Tower of Babel, had made their city almost 
a rival to Nineveh, and at times had been independent. Esar- 
haddon had subdued them, but after his death they recovered 
their liberty, while his feeble son Saracus was on the throne. At 
last the two nations, Medes and Chaldeans, had joined together 
to besiege the city. With walls and ramparts that no machine 
could shake, no troops could scale, with fields, gardens, and cattle 
to supply food, and the Tigris to afford a continual supply of 
water, the Ninevites had no fears. According to the Greek writer 
Herodotus, their king was Sardanapalus, probably a form of 
Assurbanipal. He was a weak, womanlike man, who sat in his 
^atacc spinning among the women rather than exert himself, 
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he never awoke to any fears, though the enemy were at his 
;s, until, says the Greek, he heard that an overflow of the 
ris had destroyed a part of his walls. Then, remembering an 
lent oracle that declared that the city should fall when the 
r became its enemy, he gave himself up for lost, and being too 
jd to allow himself to be made prisoner, he shut himself up in 
palace, and, setting fire to it, perished with all that it contained, 
ely the oracle must have been the song of Nahum the Elko- 
e. Look back to it (Less. Ixxviii.) and see how perfectly it was 
lUed. Heaps of sand cover Nineveh now, and when there are 
; into, the palaces are found with their timbers charred and 
ir walls blackened by the flames of two thousand four hundred 
rs ago. 

Jut if Nineveh fell, Babylon, under a warlike race of kings, took 
her career of conquest, and the Jewish prophets had known 
r since the days of Hezekiah that the Chaldeans were the 
lointed avengers, and likewise that they should be overthrown 
jn the time for Judah's penance should be ended. Another 
phet, whose name was Habakkuk, foretold their ruin, and 
lounced their vices. It is not certain at what time he pro- 
isied, but the time that seems most likely is either the reign of 
iah or that of Jehoiakim, just when they were ruining Nineveh. 

* The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see. 
O Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear ! 
Even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save ? 
Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance ? 
For spoiling and violence are before me : 
And there are that raise up strife and contention. 
Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth : 
For the wicked doth compass about the righteous ; 
Therefore wrong judgment proceedeth. 

Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: 
For I will work a work in your days, 
Which ye will not believe, though it be told you. 
For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation. 
Which shall march through the breadth of the land, 
To possess the dwelling-places that are not theirs. 
They are terrible and dreadful : 

Their j udgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves. 
Their horses also are swifter than the leopards. 
And are more fierce than the eveniivg woVn^ \ 

* Not for the younj^cx oue^. 



ft 
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And their horsemen shall spread themselves, 

And their horsemen shall come from far : 

They shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat. 

They shall come all for violence : 

Their faces shall sup up as the east wind ; 

And they shall gather the captivity as the sand. 

And they shall scoff at the kings, 

And the princes shall be a scorn unto them : 

They shall deride every strong hold ; 

For they shall heap dust, and take it. 

Then shall his mind change, and he shall pass over, and offend. 

Imputing this his power unto his God. 

Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God, mine Holy One ? 

We shall not die. 

O Lord, thou hast ordained them for judgment : 

And, O mighty God, thou hast established them for correction. 

Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on 

iniquity : 
Wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously ; 
And boldest thy tongue 

When the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he ? 
And makest men as the fishes of the sea ; 
As* the creeping things, that have no ruler over them ? 

This is the beginning of Habakkuk's lament. He calls it a 
burden, because the sight was so sad of Jerusalem forsaking the 
law, and the bitter and hasty Chaldean nation raised up — swift and 
terrible horsemen who should take every city and overthrow the 
kings and princes. These Chaldeans would impute their conquest 
to the gods ; but Habakkuk in his grief asks the bitter question 
how the great God, who is of purer eyes than can behold iniquity, 
can bear to see these mighty men gather all the world into their 
power like the fish in a net, and glorify themselves over it. 

In the next chapter the prophet stands watching for the answer. 
He obtains it. Slow but sure these violent men will bring their 
punishment down on them, while " the just shall live by his faith." 
Then comes a rehearsal of the crimes of the Chaldeans, and the woes 
they shall bring, and yet the very crimes and oppressions of the 
Babylonians for their own pride and glory is doing the Lord's work. 

Behold, is it not of the Lord of hosts 

That the people shall labour in the very fire. 

And the people shall weary themselves for very vanity ? 

For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 

Lord 
As the waters cover the sea. 
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Ne shall see how this greatest of all blessings b^an to be 

:omplished through the Babylonian conquest 

\nd then Habakkuk ends with one of the most magnificent 

ams ever written, describing the glory and power of the Lord 

aovAH. 



LESSON XCV* 

T//E SENTENCE ON THE WICKED PRINCES. 

Jer. xxii. abridged. 

rhus saith the Lord ; Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and 
ak there this word, 

^d say, Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, that sittest upon 
throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy people that enter in 
these gates : 

Thus saith the Lord ; Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and 
iver the spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor : and do no wrong, do 
violence to the stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed 
ocent blood in this place. 

•"or if ye do this thing indeed, then shall there enter in by the gates of 
; house kings sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and on 
ses, he, and his servants, and his people. 

iut if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, saith the Lord, 
t this house shall become a desolation. 

iVeep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him : but weep sore for him 
t goeth away : for he shall return no more, nor see his native country. 
?OT thus saith the Lord touching Shallum the son of Josiah king of 
lah, which reigned instead of Josiah his father, which went forth out of 
s place ; He sludl not return thither any more : 
3ut he shall die in the place whither they have led him captive, and shall 

this land no more. 

iVoe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his 
imbers by wrong ; that useth his neighbour's service without wages, and 
eth him not for his work ; 

rhat saith, I will build me a wide house and large chambers, and cutteth 
d out windows ; and it is cieled with cedar, and painted with vermilion. 
Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself in cedar? did Dot thy father 

and drink, and do judgment and justice, and then it was well with 
1? 

Ele judged the cause of the poor and needy ; then it was well with him : 
s not this to know me? saith the Lord. 

* Not for the yoMngei. 
'OL, II J, U 
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But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for 
to shed innocent blood, and for oppression, and for violence to do it 

Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
king of Judah ; They shall not lament for him, saying. Ah my brother ! or. 
Ah sister ! they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah loid ! or. Ah his 
glory! 

He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond 
the gates of Jerusalem. 

• * « * * * 

As I live, saith the Lord, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence : 

And I will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and into 
the hand of them whose face thou fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchad* 
rezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans. 

And I will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another 
country, where ye were not bom ; and there shall ye die. 

But to the land whereunto they desire to return, thither shall they not 
return. 

Is this man Coniah a despised broken idol ? is he a vessel wherein is no 

Eleasure? wherefore are they cast out, he and his seed, and are cast into a 
md which they know not ? 

O earth, earfli, earth, hear the word of the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not 
prosper in his days : for no man of his seed shall prosper, sitting upon the 
throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah. 

Comment. — ^The history of Jehoiakim occupies only six verses 
in the Book of Kings, but from Jeremiah we learn that he was far 
from being untaught and unwarned, during the eleven years of his 
reign. The chapter here given seems to have been addressed to 
him by the prophet very soon after he was placed on the throne, 
while the grief for his father's death and his brother's captivity 
were still in everyone's mind. 

To the reigning king Jeremiah first speaks, assuring him that if 
he woidd be a just and upright prince, and abstain from the cruelty 
that seems to have been Jehoiakim's especial vice, though there 
was a doom upon the family, they should recover, and kings of 
the house of David should yet ride in triumph through the gates of 
Jerusalem. The prophecy, taken up and dwelt on by Zechariah, 
was fulfilled by our Lord's triumphal entry. But if not ? Then all 
shoidd be desolate. Most touching, then, are the words in which 
Jeremiah bids no one weep for the dead Josiah, gathered to his 
grave, but weep sore for those who should have the sadder fate of 
hting carried away, never to return nor see their native country 
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So it was already with Shallum, or Jeboahaz (he is so called 
n I Chron. iii. 15). He was a prisoner in Egypt, and there he 
d die without returning ! But if Jehoiakim thought himself 
rom his usurping brother, he had his warning. He — as if he 
fht his line should never meet with a reverse, was building 
•If a royal palace in Assyrian fashion — lined with cedar, and 
wall paintings in vermilion, and that at the cost of his people, 
a his cruelty forced into service, and without payment What 
itrast to his father, who ate and drank (namely, held great 
dcial feasts), when all the people fed with him, and judged the 
* of the poor ! " Was not this to know Me, saith the Lord ?" 
akim's fault does not seem to have been so much idolatry as 
je, lawless cruelt}' and avarice, and he is told that no such 
nts shall bewail him as the weeping for his father, but that his 
ie shall be buried with the burial of an ass, cast out at the 
; of Jerusalem. 

le prophecy passes on to the son of Jehoiakim — ^Jehoiachin, or 
liah, here called Coniah, with the syllable that dedicated him to 
-ord left out because of his wickedness. He was but eighteen 
i younger than his father, and might already have shown his 
lisposition, so as to deserve the sentence that he should fall 
the hands of the Chaldeans, who had just taken Nineveh, and 
Tebuchadrezzar, who was at this time prince and heir of 
Ion. Coniah and his mother, Nehushta (who bore the same 
J as the broken Brazen Serpent), would both be carried away 
% far country, and there die. 

len last comes a terrible assurance. Three times Jeremiah 
the Earth to hear the word of the Lord, that dooms Jeconiah 
; written childless. Hitherto the Hne of David had gone on 
Dken, son succeeding father with perfect regularity, the only 
c having been the usurpation of Athaliah, and more lately of 
.um. But Coniah's sons should never sit on the throne of 
d. It was his uncle who would reign in his place — then never 
ler crowned king of Judah. He had forfeited all the blessings 
sivid. 

is true that the name of Jeconiah is found in our Lord's 
sdogy in St. Matthew's Gospel, and this has Ywaid"^ ^crccvfe \^\\^ 
his bein^ written childless may only meaci xYvaX. \i\^ Ow^^x^'^ 

U 2 
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should not be kings. But when we turn to St Luke, we find the 
line brought down not from Solomon, but Nathan, another son of 
David, and that both meet in Salathiel, who is in the one counted 
as the son of Jeconiah, in the other as son of Neri, and it is there- 
fore concluded that Jeconiah was really childless, and the line of 
kings being extinct, the son of Neri, as the nearest of kin to the 
royal family, and being descended from David, was adopted and 
reckoned as son of Jeconiah. 



LESSON XCVI. 

THB DEATH OF URIJAH. 

B.a 609. — Jer. xxvi. 8 — 24. 

Now it came to pass when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all 
that the Lord had commanded him to speak unto all the people, that the 
priests and the prophets and all the people took him saying, Tlioa shalt 
surely die. 

Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying. This bouse 
shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant ? 
And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the 
Lord. 

When the princes of Judah heard these things, then they came up from 
the king's house unto the house of the Lord, and sat down in the entry ^i 
the new gate of the Lord's house. 

Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the 
people, saying, This man is worthy to die, for he hath prophesied against 
this city, as ye have heard with your ears. 

Then spake Jeremiah unto au the princes and to all the people, saying, 
The Lord sent me to prophesy against this house and against this city all 
the words that ye have newd. 

Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of 
the Lord your God ; and the Lord will repent him of the evil that he hath 
pronounced against you. 

As for me, behold, I am in your hand : do with me as seemeth good and 
meet unto you. 

But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring 
innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the in* 
habitants thereof: for of a truth the Lord hath sent me unto you to v^ok 
all these words in' your ears. 

Then said the princes and aU the people unto the priests and to the 
prophets ; This man is not worthy to die : for he hath ^>oken to ns in the 
lukmt of the Lord our God. 
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Then rose up certain of the elders of the land, and spake to all the 
assembly of the people, saying, 

Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, 
and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord of 
hosts; Zion shall be plow^ed like a held, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, 
and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest. 

Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death ? did 
he not fear the Lord, and besought the Lord, and the Lord repented 
him of the evil which he had pronounced against them ? Thus might we 
procure great evil against our souls. And there was also a man that pro- 
phesied in the name of the Lord, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjath- 
jearim, who prophesied against this city and against this land according to 
all the words of Jeremiah : 

And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men, and all the 
princes, heard his words, the king sought to put him to death : but when 
Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt ; 

And Jehoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son 
of Achbor, and certain men with him into Egypt. 

And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him unto 
Jehoiakim the king ; who slew him with the sword and cast his dead body 
into the graves of the common people. 

Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, 
that they should not give him into the hand of the people to put him to 
death. 

Comment. — In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, at one 
of the three great festivals, Jeremiah was commanded to stand in 
the court of the Temple, and warn the people who assembled there 
that this place, Jerusalem, should be made like Shiloh, that first 
sanctuary, which for the sin of the tribes and of Eli's sons had been 
made utterly desolate. So in the same courts should stand another, 
a greater than Jeremiah, who in like manner should foretell that the 
Temple should become a desolation. And in like manner did the 
priests and the people threaten the stern Preacher with death. At 
first it seems there was a blind rage against him for thus speaking, 
but the princes of Judah came and sat in the deep porch of the 
eastern gate, and summoned him before them. The bold reply of 
the priestly prophet, calling on them to turn from their sins, in 
hope of the mercy that might yet be obtained, together with his 
assurance that he spoke in the name of the Lord, startled the 
princes. They saw that he was in truth a prophet of the Lord, 
and feared to put him to death, and some of the elders, the judges, 
namely, of the villages, who had come up from the CQWiafcrj ,\t\S!cccL^^^ 
them oi the prophet Micah, who under Hei^^'a^CL \ka.^ Vst^^^ 
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coming danger to Jerusalem, yet had not been accused of treason, 
and had suffered no persecution. The mention of Micah is re- 
markable as one of the instances of the testimony which one book 
of Scripture bears to another. The great deliverance under Heze- 
kiah was recollected, and the princes hesitated. " Thus we might 
procure great evil against our souls," they said. Moreover, among 
them was Ahikam, the son of Josiah's good secretary Shaphan, 
and he was able to protect the prophet, whose priestly office pro- 
bably shielded him in part, and for the present his prophecy was 
kept from the ears of the cruel and violent king Jehoiakim. 

Another prophet, Urijah, who came from the forest village of 
Kirjcth-jearim, where the Ark had so long been, likewise prophesied 
of the coming woe unto Judah. His predictions became known to 
Jehoiakim, and so enraged him thait when the prophet fled into 
Egypt he caused him to be pursued thither, brought back, and 
slain with the sword — nay, his very corpse insulted. Urijah, 
though leaving no writings, is thus especially to be remembered 
among the prophets with whose death our Lord reproached the 
Jews — " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets and 
stonest them that are sent unto thee." 

It seems as if at this time the nation was still divided between an 
Egyptian and Babylonian party ; the will of the Lord clearly was 
that Judah should submit patiently to the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar 
as a chastisement which, rightly accepted, would prevent further 
suffering. But Jehoiakim, who had been made king by Necho 
the Egyptian, and his hot-headed party chafed fiercely against 
this counsel, and the continual accusation against the prophets 
was that they were traitors to the cause of their country. 



"1 



LESSON XCVII 

THE SEVENTY YEARS. 

B.C. 606. — ^JER. XXV. I — 14. 

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah in 
" fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of J udah, that was 
first year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon ; 



N 
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The which Jeremiah the prophet spake unto all the people of Judah, and 
to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 

From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, 
even unto this day, that is the three-and- twentieth year, the word of the 
Lord hath come unto me, and I have spoken unto you, rising early and 
speaking ; but ye have not hearkened. 

And the Lord hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, rising early 
and sending them ; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear. 

They said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from the 
evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord hath given unto 
you and to your fathers for ever and ever : 

And go not after other gods to serve them, and to worship them, and 
provoke me not to anger with the works of your hands ; and I will do you 
no hurt. 

Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the Lord ; that ye might 
provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts : Because ye have not heard 
my words, 

Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the 
Lord ; and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring 
them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against aU 
these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an 
astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. 

Moreover I wiU take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound 
of the millstones, and the light of the candle. 

And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment ; and 
these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 

And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I 
will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, for their 
iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual 
desolations. 

And I will bring upon that land all my words which I have pronounced 
against it, even all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah hath pro- 
phesied against all the nations. 

For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of them also : 
and I will recompense them according to their deeds, and according to the 
works of their own hands. 

Comment. — The full sentence was now pronounced by Jeremiah, 
dooming Judah to a seventy years' captivity. It was according to 
the sentence long ago set forth by Moses (Lev. X3cvi.) : — 

And I will bring the land into desolation : and your enemies which dwell 
therein shall be astonished at it 

And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword 
after you : and your laud shall be desolate, and your cities waste. 

Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and 
ye be in your enemies* land ; even then shall Ihfc \axi^ xcsX^ ^tv.^ ^'ciY^-^XskSst 
sabbaths. 
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As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest ; because it did not rest in your 
sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it. 

The desolation was the punishment of the omission to observe the 
sabbath months and years, which no doubt had been a great trial 
of faithful obedience, and therefore often neglected. Seventy years 
would stand for these sabbaths. They were to be reckoned from 
this year 606, the fourth of Jehoiakim's reign, the first of Nebuchad- 
nezzar's; and this period was the time of the greatness of Babylon, 
during which the other adjoining nations should be in subjection. 
After that Babylon should be punished, and Judah set free, and in 
this hope should the people be sustained through the time of 
trouble and misery that their sins had drawn upon thenL 



LESSON XCVIII. 

THE ROLL OF THE BOOK, 

B.C. 606. — ^Jer. xxxvi. 

And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
kin^ of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 

Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have 
spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the 
nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even onto 
this day. 

It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose 
to do unto them ; that they may return every man from his evil way ; 
that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin. 

Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah : and Baruch wrote firom 
the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the Lord, which he had spoken 
unto him, upon a roll of a book. 

And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up ; I cannot go 
into the house of the Lord : 

Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my 
mouth, the words of the Lord in the ears of the people in the Lord's house 
upon the fasting-day : and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all 
Judah that come out of their cities. 

It may be they will present their supplication before the Lord, and will 
return every one from his evil way : for great is the anger and the fury 
that the Lord hath pronounced against this people. 

And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the 
prophet commanded him, leadVxv^ m V\vfc \iOQ»V xha words of the Lord in 
the Lord's house. 
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^ And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah 
lung of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the 
Lord to ail the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from 
the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. 

Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the 
IiORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the 
higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the Lord's house, in the ears of 
all the people. 

When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard 
out of the book all the words of the Lord, 

Then he went down into the king's house, into the scribe's chamber: 
and, lo, all the princes sat there. 

Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when 
Baruch read the book in the ears of the people. 

Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of 
Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying. Take in thine hand the 
roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch 
the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them. 

And they said unto him. Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So 
Baruch read it in their ears. 

Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were 
afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the 
king of all these words. 

And they asked Baruch, saying. Tell us now. How didst thou write all 
these words at his mouth ? 

Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me 
with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book. 

Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah ; 
and let no man know where ye be. 

And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll 
in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the ears 
of the king. 

So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll : and he took it out of 
Elishama the scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the 
king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king. 

Now the king sat in the winter-house in the ninth month : and there 
was a fire on the hearth burning before him. 

And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, 
he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the 
heartn until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 

Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, 
nor any of his servants that heard all these words. 

« « * * * * 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, after that the king had 
burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of 
Jeremiah, saying, 

Take thee agam another roll, and write in it all the former words that 
were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. 

And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of J\ida\\, 'Y\v\is» ?acy\^ ^'t'^-SS^Xi \ 
Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why "hasl l\LOUV^T\XVw^.>^'et€\a.,^»^l>^^'^ 
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The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall 
cause to cease from thence man and beast ? 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of Jehoiakim king of Judah ; He shall 
have none to sit upon the throne of David : and his dead body shall be 
cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost. 

And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity ; 
and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 
upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them ; 
but they hearkened not 

Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the 
son of Neriah ; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 
words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the 
fire : and there were added besides unto them many like words. 

Comment. — When the appointed fast-day came, Jeremiah was 
in prison, attended by his faithful friend Baruch ; but by God's 
command the prophet dictated his warnings to Baruch, who wrote 
them on a roll of skin, and, by his desire, carried them forth to 
read to the whole people, who assembled at the Temple gates. 
Again the plain-spoken words, denoimcing the sin of king, princes, 
and people, and calling on them to repent, filled the rulers of Judah 
with consternation, but not so much for what was coming upon 
Jerusalem, as lest the king should hear of such language and be 
angry. They themselves were awe-struck, more especially when 
they had sent for Baruch and made him read them alL They felt 
obliged to report all to the king, lest someone else should be before- 
hand with them, and they should be blamed ; but they wished to 
save Jeremiah and his friend, so they bade them hide themselves 
while the prophecy was carried to the king. 

The place of the reading was the winter chamber, namely, the 
lower storey of the house, the sunmier chamber being on the root 
Here the king was sitting, for it was the ninth month — counting 
from the 21st of March — and before him was a pan of charcoal 
No sooner had the king heard the words, so unhke the flatteries of 
his timid servants, than, taking the knife with which the reed used 
for writing was sharpened, he began to cut away the leaves, or 
parallel colunms of writing. The whole roll would not have burnt 
easily, but cut into shreds the parchment, with its holy words, would 
shrivel easily on the hot embers of charcoaL Jehoiakim, in his 
foolish rage, acted as if the sentence were to be turned away by not 
choosing to listen to it,andpeTseo\Uiv^\!sve^rcves&^\i^^x'<wVvo brought 
JL All that he gsuned by it was ^ xeae^^JL ol ^^ ^tlXkakk. '^aai. 
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had so angered him. Yes ; and " there were added to it many 
hke words." 

Let us beware ! For everyone becomes a Jehoiakim who will 
not hear words of warning, but turns from them with angry dislike. 
Perhaps we may not cut up or destroy our Bibles, but if we are 
afraid to look at them for fear of their warnings, it is much as if 
we closed our ears to Baruch's roll ; and if we unjustly fly from 
anyone who reproves us, we have the same will as the king who 
would have slain Jeremiah ! 



LESSON XCIX. 

THE OBEDIENCE OF THE RECHABITES, 
B.C. 606. — JER. XXXV. 

The word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lord in the days of 
Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying. 

Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring 
them into the house of the Lord, into one of the chambers, and give them 
wine to drink. 

Then I took Jaazaniah, the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and 
his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites ; 

And I brought them into the house of the Lord, into the chamber of 
the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the 
chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the 
son of Shailum, the keeper of the door : 

And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of 
wine, and cups, and I said unto them. Drink ye wine. 

But they said, We will drink no wine : for Jonadab the son of Rechab 
our father, commanded us, sa3ring, Ye shall drmk no wine, neither ye, nor 
your sons for ever : 

Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have 
any ; but all your days ye shall dwell in tents ; that ye may live many days 
in the land where ye be strangers. 

Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father 
in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our 
wives, our sons, nor our daughters ; 

Nor to build houses for us to dwell in : neither have we vineyard, nor 
field, nor seed : 

But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to all 
that Jonadab our father commanded us. 

But it came to pass, when Nebuchadiezzax "Wov^ ol ^^-^Viw ^aaxs^R. n^:^ 
into the land, that we said, Come, and let us go Xo '^ w\3ksa2L<i\a. \ax ^«ax <:^. "^^ 
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army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians : so we 
Uwell at Jerusalem. 

Then came the word of the Lord mito Jeremiah, saying. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Go and tell the men of 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to 
hearken to my words ? saith the Lord. 

The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons 
not to drink wine are performed ; for unto this day they drink none, but 
obey their father's conmiandment : notwithstanding I have spoken unto 
you, rising early and speaking ; but ye hearkened not unto me. 

I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up early 
and sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, and 
amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall 
dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers : but ye 
have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened imto me. 

Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the 
commandment of their father, which he commanded them ; but this people 
hath not hearkened unto me : 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold, 
I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the 
evil that I have pronounced against them : because I have spoken unto 
them, but they have not heard ; and I have called unto them, but they have 
not answered. 

And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Because ye have obeyed the conunand- 
ment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according 
unto all that he hath commanded you : 

Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Jonadab the 
son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever. 

Comment. — ^After the battle of Carchemish had left Judah 
exposed to the vengeance of Nebuchadrezzar, among the people 
who were obliged to take refuge within the walls of Jerusalem for 
fear of the Chaldean armies — who had overspread Judea — ^were 
the Rechabites. These were those Midianites descended from 
Hobab, the brother-in-law of Moses, who had been invited to live 
in the promised land. To them had belonged Heber and Jael, 
the Kenites ; to them also Jonadab, the chieftain whom Jehu had 
invited to come and see his zeal for the Lord. It appears that 
Jonadab, shocked at the idolatry and corruption of all sorts that 
prevailed among the Israelites in their towns and villages, had 
hoped to preserve purity of faith and innocency of life among his 
descendants, by binding them over by a strict command never to 
drink wine or any strong liquor, never to own house, field, or vine- 
yard, nor to live in cities, but always to continue the patriarchal 
shepYitrd. life of Abraham, their forefather, moving from place to 
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place with their flocks and herds, and avoiding the large and cor- 
rupt cities. 

Thus had they done, till the danger that such a pastoral 
people must suffer from an invading army had forced them to 
come within the walls, and Jeremiah was commanded to make 
their obedience a lesson to the Jews. He was to bring them into 
the house of one of the most honourable and religious men of the 
city and offer them wine. Now, to refuse refreshment in a stranger's 
house is reckoned insulting in the East, and these wanderers, fugi- 
tives dependent on the kindness of the Jews, might well have feared 
to give offence. Besides (as in the case of the men of God from 
Judah), the proposal came to them from a prophet, and likewise a 
priest, and it was made in the house of a " man of God." There 
were plenty of excuses that the Rechabites might have made to 
themselves. But their answer was simple. Their father had 
forbidden them ; they must refuse. Then God bade Jeremiah 
show the Jews how these people put them to shame. They obeyed 
the commands of an earthly father, which bound them to a strict 
life. Judah had obstinately disobeyed the repeated commands, 
coupled with promises, of their Father in Heaven. Therefore, for 
their obedience, a signal blessing is given to the Rechabites : 
"They shall not want a man to stand before me for ever." It 
appears that the Rechabites were in some manner allowed to join 
the Levites in the service of the Temple, and that in that sense 
they stood before God. Moreover, there is a tribe still existing in 
Arabia who still own Rechab as their father, and still observe his 
rule, so that God's promise that they shall never fail has been most 
perfectly fulfilled. 

And observe well what it was for. It was not the fact of never 
touching wine, but the obedience to the father who commanded 
it. Does not this show us that God loves nothing better than 
obedience ? Those who will be brave, and not ashamed to say, " I 
cannot do this thing — my parents forbid it," — are not they likely 
to be blessed by Him who saw and blessed the Rechabites } If 
they had said, " We cannot be so uncivil as to refuse ; we shall be 
thought rude, ignorant, wild men of the desert; it cannot be 
wrong when a holy priest and prophet like JeteovvaiL ^^'et^ *V^* 
what a blessing and honour they ^oxiVd Yi-a^^ td^s5W^\ 
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LESSON C 
DANIEL IN CAPTIVITY 

B.C. 606. — Dan. i. 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came unto Jerusalem, and besi^ed it. 

And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Jud^ into his hand, with part 
of the vessels of the house of God : which he carried into the land of Shmar 
to the house of his god ; and he brought the vessels into the treasore-hoose 
of his god. 

And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he 
should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the kin^s seed, and 
of the princes ; 

Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all 
wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such 
as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might 
teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 

And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and 
of the wine which he drank : so nourishing them three years, that at the 
end thereof they might stand before the king. 

Now among these were of the children of Jadah, Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah : 

Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names : for he gave unto 
Daniel the name of Belteshazzar ; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach ; and to 
Mishael of Meshach ; and to Azariah, of Abed-nego. 

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with 
the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank : therefore 
he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 

Now God had brought Daniel into &vour and tender love with the 
prince of the eunuchs. 

And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, 
who hath appointed your meat and your drink : for why should he see your 
faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort ? then shaU ye 
make me endanger my head to the king. 

Then said Daniel to Melzar,* whom the prince of the eunuchs had set 
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 

Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days ; and let them give us pulse t 
to eat, and water to drink. 

Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the counten- 
ance of the children that eat of the portion of the king's meat : and as thou 
seest, deal with thy servants. 

So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days. 

And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter 
in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat 

* The cup-bearer. f Beans. 
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Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they 
should drink ; and gave them pulse. 

As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all 
learning and wisdom : and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 

Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them 
in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 

And the king communed with them ; and among them all was found 
none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah : therefore stood they 
before the king. 

And in all matters of wisdom and understanding that the king enquired 
of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astro- 
logers * that were in all his realm. 

Comment. — Nebuchadnezzar t seems to have conquered Jeru- 
salem easily, and in the Chronicles we find that he put Jehoiakim 
in fetters, intending to carry him to Babylon ; but he changed his 
mind on some promise of submission to him rather than to Egypt, 
and left him on his throne, carrying off, however, some of the 
treasures of the Temple to the land of Shinar, the country by 
Euphrates where Babel had once stood ; and it is from this great 
conquest in 606 that the seventy years' captivity are counted, 
thus foretold by Jeremiah. 

He also carried off some of the young princes of Judah — sons, 
uncles, brothers, or nephews of the king, thus fulfilling the sentence 
to Hezekiah that his posterity should be slaves in the palace of 
the King of Babylon. But it is quite possible to live under the 
doom caused by the sins of our forefathers, and yet turn it into 
a blessing. These sons or grandsons of good Josiah were not 
like their profane and wicked brothers who sat on the throne. 
They brought away thoughts of the Temple and the Law, the good 
king — only four years dead, and of the prophet's teaching. The 
eldest of them is reckoned as having been only twelve years old, 
yet they were staunch in their faith and duty, though taken away 
from all that could have helped them. No more daily sacrifice, 
no more psalms, no more Passovers, no more days of Atone- 
ment, no more preachings from Jeremiah. Their very names were 
changed. Daniel (God is Judge) was changed to the heathen 
Belteshazzar (Bel is prince) ; Azariah (the Lord helps) to Abed- 

* Those who told fortunes from the stars. 

t The Books of Kings and Chronicles speak of the fourth year of Jehoiakim, the Book 
of Daniel of the third, probably because this last book was written at Babylon, and 
reckons the time when Nebuchadnezzar set oflF from home, v*Vy\\fc <!i^«,\]^^\.Qxv<:si^>»3ic^«& 
take up the time when he reached Jerusalen*. 
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nego, servant of Nego, a Chaldean god. The meaning of Shadrach 
and Meshach is not known. Instead of princes they were slaves, 
and as they were intended for the king's service, they were to be 
instructed in the Chaldean learning. This was very considerable. 
There was much real knowledge of astronomy, mathematics, and 
several other sciences, but there was also much mixture of magic 
and soothsaying. However, these princely boys studied Chaldean 
wisdom obediently, as Moses had studied Egyptian learning ; but 
they kept resolutely from all that was idolatrous. Their especial 
diffioilty was then* food, since meat was almost always dedicated to 
some idol before it was eaten, and besides, it would be killed with 
the blood, and might consist of animals forbidden by the Law. 
The four boys entreated the Melzar, or cupbearer, who had charge 
of them, that they might not be forced to eat anything but pulse or 
beans, which could not be unclean, and when he feared that their 
half-starved looks might displease his master, Daniel begged that 
ten days' trial might be made. At the end of that time the four 
friends were fairer and fatter than their companions who had 
enjoyed the king's meats, and they had too such a portion of the 
grace of David and wisdom of Solomon, that when they were 
examined before the king they proved to have made far more pro- 
gress than any others of the young students ; while Daniel had a 
gift of inspiration of his own. But never let it be forgotten that 
the beginning of Daniel's greatness was the carefiil obedience to 
the Law that made him deny himself, and live a hard and trying 
life. If they had yielded to the pleasures of taste, these four boj-s 
would have found it far less possible to confess their faith when 
called to their greater trials. 



LESSON CI. 

THE CAPTIVITY OF JEHOIACHIIf. 

B.C. 599. — 2 Kings xxiv. 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his 
servant three years : then he turned and rebelled against lum. 

And the Lord sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the 
Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, 
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and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the 
Lord, which he spake by his servants the prophets. 

Surely at the commandment of the Lord came thb upon Judah, to 
remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all 
that he did ; 

And also for th«; Irnocent blood that he shed ; for he filled Jerusalem 
with innocent blood ; which the Lord would not pardon. 

Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judsdi ? 

So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers : and Jehoiachin his son reigned in 
his stead. 

And the king of Egypt came not again any more out of his land : for 
the king of Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt unto the river 
Euphrates all that pertained to the king of Egypt. 

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
in Jerusalem three months. And his mother's name was Nehushta, the 
daughter of El-nathan of Jerusalem. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to 
all that his father had done. 

At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 
up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 

And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his 
servants did besiege it. 

And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, h'^, 
and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers : and the 
king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign. 

And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the Lord, 
and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of 
gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord, 
as the Lord had said. 

And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the 
mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen 
and smiths : none remained, save the poorest sort of the people of tl t 
land. 

And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and 
the king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried 
he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen .and 
smiths a thousand, all that were strong and apt for war, even them Ihe 
king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. 

And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in . 
his stead, and changed his name to Zedekiah. 

Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, 
the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to 
all that Jehoiakim had done. 

Comment. — For three years Jehoiakim o\>e^^^'^^>atOw^^3\Kuu3A., 
hut his heart was always inclined to E.gYpt,aii"^Va. s^\\.^ ^ix^^^-ax^^ 
VOL, III. X. 
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warnings from Jeremiah he carried on underhand negotiations with 
Pharaoh-Necho, and the King of Babylon resolved on punishing 
him. Roving bands of the old enemies of the J^s, the Moabites, 
Ammonites, and Syrians, laid waste the villages and brought them 
to great misery, and in the meantime Nebuchadnezzar himself 
marched to besiege Tyre, but finding this would be a long and 
arduous undertaking, he left part of his army there, and with the 
rest went to chastise Jerusalem. In the midst of all this dismay 
and confusion, the bloodthirsty, unfaithful Jelioiakim perished— 
how is not exactly known, whether killed in battle, or by his own 
subjects, or simply dying of misery and despair. At any rate, none 
mourned him ; all hated him, and there was no time for mere 
state lamentations. His dead body lay neglected, " buried with 
the burial of an ass," and he was thought of as the worst of all 
Josiah's sons. 

His son Jehoiachin, called also Jeconiah and Coni&h, was either 
eighteen or eight years old, it is uncertain which ; probably eighteen, 
or he would hardly be so strongly blamed as he is by Jeremiah. 
He had reigned but three months when Nebuchadnezzar was at his 
gates, and with his mother Nehushta he went out to make his sub- 
mission to the conqueror. His life was spared, and he was carried 
away to captivity at Babylon with all the principal persons in the 
kingdom, all who were deemed likely to stir up a fresh insurrection, 
and all who could make weapons of war. Among the captives was 
the future prophet Ezekiel, of a priestly family — as indeed many 
of the priests were led away among the 10,000 prisoners whom 
Nebuchadnezzar carried off. 

It is said by Jewish writers that Bethlehem, which was in the 
high road to Babylon, was the place where the Assyrian captain 
was wont to collect his droves of prisoners, and that this — either 
at Jehoiachin's captivity in 599, or at Daniel's, seven years earlier, 
in 606 — was the occasion of Jeremiah's beautiful lament, consola- 
tion, and prophecy all in one (chap, xxxi.) : — 

Thus saith the Lord : 

A voice was heard in Ramah, 

Lamentation, and bitter weeping ; 

Rahel weeping for her children, 

Refused to be corc\foTled ^oi \vw OkCv^x^tv^ Vi^'ta.w-se they were not 

Thus saith the Lori> •. 
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Refrain thy voice from weeping, 

And thine eyes from tears : 

For thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord ; 

And they shall come again from the land of the enemy. 

And there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, 

That thy children shall come again to their own border. 

Rachel, whose tomb stood at Ramah (the Faithful), close to Beth- 
lehem, represents the mothers of the Benjamites and all the rest of 
those youths whom they saw borne away to the strange land. 
Perhaps Daniel's mother was among these Rachels, weeping and 
using the very words once uttered of Rachel's own son — " One is 
not" But as Rachel's son had come to glory and hope in the 
strange land, so was there hope and blessing for these — nay, they 
should come again. After the seventy years, the children of Beth- 
lehem should return to their own border ! 

So was the song first fulfilled, but it was to have another fulfil- 
ment when the mothers of Bethlehem wept again for their babes 
(Matt. ii. 16 — 18) : — 

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was 
exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in 
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men. 
Then was fiilfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, 
In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great 
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, 
because they are not 

Then the words of promise and hope in their end had to be 
spoken in another sense : — 

Oh, weep not o'er thy children's tomb ; 

Oh, Rachel, weep not so : 
The bud is cropt by martyrdom. 

The flower in heaven shall grow. 

Though feeble were their days and few. 

Baptized in blood and pain ; 
He knows them, whom they never knew, 

And they shall live again. 
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LESSON CII. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM OF THE IMAGE. 

Dan. ii. 27—49. 

B.C. 603. — yust as the four young princes of fudah were com* 
pleting their course of study in the ivisdom of the Chaldeans^ 
Nebuchadnezzar^ whom God had already called His servant^ was 
visited by Him with a dream^ which dwelt on his mind so much 
that he caused all the wise men of his court to be called on to explain 
it. He commanded them not only to explain the dream^ but to tell 
him what it had been, and whtn they declared this to be impossible^ 
he decreed that all should be put to death, Daniel and his com- 
panto fis would have shared the general fate; but Daniel, knowing 
that God could make the dream known to him, entreated for Hme, 
and Hananiahj Azariah, and Mishael joined with him in prayer 
until the dream and its meaning were made known. Then behold 
the young captive prince, only fifteen years old, standing before the 
great Babylonian, and saying — 

The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the 
astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king ; 

But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maJceth known 
to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, 
and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these : 

As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, 
what should come to pass hereafter : and he that revealeth secrets maketh 
known to thee what shall come to pass. 

But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I 
have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall make known the 
interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of 
thy heart. 

Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, 
whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee ; and the form thereof 
was terrible. 

This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, 
his belly and his thighs of brass, 

His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 

Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken 
to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshiDg* 
floors ; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: 
and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth. 

This \s the dream ; and vje vaW \.?t\^ ^t \\v\.w:v^\34.<v3tt.\3x<^^ before the 
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Thoa, O king, art a king of kings : for the God of heaven hath given 
thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 

And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee 
ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. 

And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another 
third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. 

And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron : forasmuch as iron 
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things : and as iron that breaketh all 
these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 

And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potter's clay, and part 
of iron, the kingdom shall be divided ; but there shall be in it of the 
strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 

And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the 
kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 

And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle 
themselves with the seed of men : but they shall not cleave one to another, 
even as iron is not mixed with clay. 

And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a king- 
dom, which shall never be destroyed : and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand for ever. 

Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold ; the great God hath made known to the king whg.t 
shall come to pass hereafter : and the dream is certain, and the interpreta- 
tion thereof sure. 

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and worshipped 
Daniel, and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet 
odours unto him. 

The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God 
is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing 
thou couldest reveal this secret. 

Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, 
and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the 
governors over all the wise men of Babylon. 

Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon : but Daniel sat in 
the gate of the king. 

Comment. — Nebuchadnezzar, the first king who subdued the 
chosen people and held rule over the East, had thus revealed to 
him the whole history of the power of the world, and its four great 
Empires. The mighty image of which he had dreamt had a head 
of fine gold. This was his own Assyrian Empire. When we look 
at the wondrous remains, we can see that there was a cext.'&.v^ 
grandeur and glory which rendered lYv\s t\i^ syr^^fvot <i^ -aJ^. ^^sx 
came the breast and arms of silver. T\v\s -was \Jcv^^x«:^\^^ ^^JL n^sn^ 
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Medes and Persians, which after the seventy years should take the 

place of the Assyrian, and be brifliant and Tnagnifirmt , though not 

erqual to the former one. The bdly and thi^ of brass meant the 

(ireek or Macedonian power, which began with Alexander the 

Threat, harder, sterner, than the two Eastern powers, yet not so 

hard, strong, and terrible as the Iron that shouM follow, namely the 

Romans, crushing aU befbfe them, but dividing into tiro legs, for 

the Eastern and Western Empires, getting mingled with miry clay 

-namely, debasing themselves by getting mixed widi strangers 

and slav«i, and loW? t^*" strength, and dividing at last into ten 

rocs for the ten (moie or Icss.i kingdoms that have sprung up out 

ot the remains dl the Roman Empire. 

S ch was Earthly Might. But, behold, a Stone is cnt out without 

I ■ ds ftmn ^ moontain. This is the Saviour, coming into the 

. . and sBtting np His kingdom, the Church, without human aid. 

• The Jlwpi''^i ^^ Stone of Israel,' was Jacob's name for Hinu 

^^l^plBiown to Daniel ; and Isaiah had sung (chap. xxviiL], : — 



thus 3aith the Lord God, 
I lay in 2Son for a foandation a stone, a tried stone, a 
nreeioas comer ittone, a sare foandation : 
^ vaax believeth shall not make haste. 

baste" here means "be terrified" or confounded. This 
; should overthrow this greatWorldly Power. Christ is ever at 
irich the world — that world which is always rising up in ambi- 
ijgm in violence, in selfishness, in display ; and thnngli to pot cor 
and lean on Him, our Rock, is perfect safety, yet if we belong 
the Image instead of the Stone, He tells us Himself— " And 
^Hosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken : but on whom- 
soever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder' (Mate xxL 44X 

When Worldly Power turns against Christ and His Church, it is 
jBfC to be broken in some way or other ; and finally, when the end 
jliall come, the destruction of all who have had their portion with 
It shall be the utter ruin and dispersion that Daniel likens to the 
^ff of the summer threshing-floor. 

So did the great Babylonian dream : so it was given to Daniel 

to explain the course and the ruin of Worldly Power. Nebuchad- 

MMyrit the truth of the explanation, and made Daniel, young as 

^'^^^^^tovenior of Babylon, promoting his three companions 
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LESSON cm. 

THE VISION OF EZEKIEL. 

B.C. 595. — EZEK. i., ii. and iii. {^bridged). 

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the 
fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, 
that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. 

In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin's 
captivity, 

The word of the Lord came exprfessly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of 
Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar ; and the hand of 
the Lord was there upon him. 

And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great 
cloud, and a fire infolding itself^ and a brightness was about it, and out of 
the midst thereof as the colour of amber,* out of the midst of the fire. 

Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures, 
And this was their appearance ; they had the likeness of a man. 

And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. 
****** 

As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and 
the face of a lion, on the right side : and they four had the face of an ox 
on the left side ; they four also had the face of an e^le. 

******* 

Whithersoever the spirit was to go, they went, thither was their spirit to 
go ; and the wheels were lifted up over against them : for the spirit of the 
living creature was in the wheels. 

* ♦ * ♦ * ♦ 

And above the firmament that was over theu: heads was the likeness of a 
throne, a& the appearance of a sapphire stone : and upon the hkeness of 
the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it 

And 1 saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about 
within it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and from the 
appearance of his loins even downward, I saw as it were the appearance of 
fire, and it had brightness round about. 

As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so 
was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appear- 
ance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell 
upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake. 

And he said unto me. Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak 
unto thee. 

And. the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me upon 
my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me. 

* Bright, transpareutvc^^^^^* 
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phetic language of Ezekiel does not make us understand how this 
was, but it would seem to signify that God's earthly throne was no 
longer to be solely at Jerusalem, but that His kingdom should be 
ever "coming" — making progress through the earth. Most of the 
wondrous, mysterious, and deeply significative description of this 
sight of the Chariot Throne of the Almighty has been passed over 
in this short Lesson, but on the Throne in the ineffable glory was 
the Likeness of a Man, in intensity of brightness and majesty. 
Surely it was a revelation of Him who should take on Him the 
form of a man — the Lord Jehovah, who had pleaded so long 
with Israel, and even now, amid the clouds, showed the sorrowful 
prophet the bow in the cloud — Noah's token of mercy — the Rain- 
bow round about the Throne that St. John saw again. It is His 
sign of mercy in judgment. 

To the priest, cut off from the Temple, nay, who would soon hear 
of the ruin of that Temple, his God revealed Himself in the Sane* 
tuary, " not of this building," of which Moses and Solomon had 
but framed the types. 

Then forth from the Throne came the call upon Ezekiel, causing 
him to rise from his prostrate attitude of awe, and sending him 
forth to act as watchman and messenger to Judah, stubborn and 
rebellious though they were. Isaiah had been given utterance, as 
it were, by the coal from off the altar, and EzekiePs visible token of 
inspiration was by receiving a roll of writing which he was bidden 
to eat. God's Word is " sweeter than honey unto the taste " of the 
faithful, even though to Judah, as now she was, the message of the 
prophet could only be ** lamentation and mourning and woe." 



LESSON CIV. 

THE YOKE OF BABYLON. 

B.C. 595. — Jer. xxvii. 12 — 22 ; xxviii. 

I spake also to Zedekiah king of Judah acoorditv^ lo ^\ \i\RSfc ^^t^^ 
saying, l^nng your necVs under the yoke of \]!^e Vm^ oS. 'Sk^^jVycv, -axAvKXH^ 
him and his people, and live. 
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Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, and 
by the pestilence, as the Lord hath spoken against the nation that will not 
serve the king of Babylon ? 

Therefore hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto 
vou, sayings Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon : for they prophesy a 
lie unto vou. 

For I have not sent them, saith the Lord, yet they prophesy a lie in my 
name ; that I might drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, and the 
prophets that prophesy unto you. 

Also I spake to the priests and to all this people, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord ; Hearken not to the words of your prophets that prophesy unto you, 
saying. Behold* the vessels of the Lord's house shall now shortly be 
l>i\^u^t again from Babylon : for they prophesy a lie unto you. 

Heai^Od not unto them ; serve the king of Babylon, and live : wherefore 
should this city be kid waste ? 

But if they be prophets, and if the word of the Lord be with them, let 
tb«in now make mtercession to the Lord of hosts, that the vessels which 
are lelt in the house of the Lord, and in the house of the king of Judah, 
and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning the pillars, and concerning 
the sea, and concerning the bases, and concerning the residue of the vessels 
that remain in this city, 

NVhich Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took not, when he carried away 
captive Jeconiah tlie son of Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jerusalem to 
Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem ; 

Yea, thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the 
vessels that remain in the house of the Lord, and in the house of the king 
of Judah and of Jerusalem ; 

They shall be carried to Babylon, and there. shall they be until the day 
that I visit them, saith the Lord ; then will I bring them up, and restore 
them to this place. 

And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of the reign of 
Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year, and in the fifth month, that 
Hananiah the son of Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon, spake unto 
me in the house of the Lord, in the presence of the priests and of all the 
people, saying, 

Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, I have 
broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. 

Within two full years will I bring again into this place all the vessels of 
the Lord's house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from 
this place, and carried them to Babylon : 

And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah, with all the captives of judah, that went into Babylon, saith the 
Lord : for I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon. 

Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet Hananiah in the 
presence of the priests, and in the presence of all the people that stood in 
the house of the Lord, 

Even the prophet Jeremiah said, Amen : the Lord do so : the Lord 
perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again the vessels of 
)1LD's house, and all that Is carried away captive, from Babylon, into 



■IhiXORD 



CIV.] THE YOKE OF BABYLON. 315 



Nevertheless hear thou now this word that I speak in thine ears, and in 
the ears of all the people ; 

The prophets that have been before me and before thee of old prophesied 
both against many countries, and against great kingdoms, of war, and of 
evil, and of pestilence. 

The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of the prophet 
shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the Lord hath 
truly sent him. 

Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah's 
neck, and brake it. 

And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, sa3ring. Thus 
saith the Lord ; Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years. 
And' the prophet Jeremiah went his way. 

Then the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah the prophet, after that 
Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off the neck of the 
prophet Jeremiah, saying, 

Go and tell Hananiah, sajdng. Thus saith the Lord ; Thou hast broken 
the yokes of wood ; but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; I have put a yoke 
of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon ; and they shall serve him : and I have given him 
the beasts of the field also. 

Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet. Hear now, 
Hananiah ; The Lord hath not sent thee ; but thou makest this people to 
trust in a lie. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord ; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face 
of the earth : this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion 
against the Lord. 

So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month. 



Comment. — Mattaniah, or Zedekiah, as his name was made on 
his accession, was not cruel and violent like his brother Jehoiakim, 
but weak, wavering, and easily led. Both at Jerusalem and among 
the captives at Babylon false prophets swarmed, who declared that 
deliverance was coming, and incited Zedekiah to league himself 
with Egypt and shake off the dominion of Nebuchadnezzar, which 
God had commanded him to endure patiently. All the neighbour- 
ing people were in like manner longing to rise against Babylon, 
and taking courage from a few peaceful years, during which Nebu- 
chadnezzar was building his city of Babylon, the kings of Edom, 
Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Zidon, sent ambassadors to Jerusalem to 
arrange a league with Zedekiah. Then — perhaps as they sat in the 
gate — the priestly figure of Jeremiah appeaI^^\itlox^>Ccv^'a^^\k^\v$i^s^!|^ 
beneath a yokt of wood, and bearitig o\}aet '^Ci^<^'s» 'va. V\^ \>ass.^i 
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w\tpU \^ \^s^ tl9«e aflslbcsnadStocs caasrr Iback n> tkesr i i u s tas by 

t tntt '/f it>^ f^^ prophets, iMmewr, Hananiah bj name, cxmtra- 
(\\i \it(i farfmi'dhf declaring that an the Tcssds taken finom the 
'|'MlHpl<< ti)Mml4 \Hi restored within two years, and Jdboiadim himself 
dlMHlId rt^tiMMi ^ven breaking the yoke from <^ his neck. Amen ! 
fcrtilh JpiH^MiUh. Would that so it might be ! But the Spiik of Truth 
iHh Mti Www to foretel that the other holy vessds shookl fellow the 
H'^l \w hnl^yUm \ and that Hananiah himself should die for having 
\U\\\ vWtlvnl \\\^ word of God. If the yoke of wood were thrown 
♦\^\vlv\ W \Y\mUI be replaced by a yoke of iron. 

•Vwvl ^\v'^\» U a great lesson to us. If we rebel against chastise- 
\Wv^x \\ will only bring worse upon us. "If we refuse the cross 
^VAVV h\ (ht) hand of an a:!^^ die devil will impose a heavier load." 
V V^ v\^ think of this when we aie impatient 

Uahold, the dwrs omk, sadih the Lord, 

That I will Boake a new oweixaiit with the house of Israel, 

And with the bscose <af Jncbh. 

Not juxoidiiig to the coTenant that I made with their fathers 

In the day that I took them by the hand to bring them oat of the 

land of Egypt; 
Whidi my covenant they brake, 

Althoi^ I was an hasband onto diem, saith the Lord. 
But this shall be the ooTcnant that I will make with the house of 

Israel; 
After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward 

parts. 
And write it in their hearts ; 

And will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, 
And every man his brother, saying. Know the Lord : 
For they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest 

of them, saith the Lord : 
For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 

more. 

It was in these days when the grief for the captives was fresh 
that Jeremiah uttered his other great future promise, namely, that 
the Covenant made on Mount Sinai, which had been broken again 
and again, should be done away with, and a new and better Cove- 
nant given, and written in the hearts and minds far more univer- 
«ally than even the old Law had been. In the Epistle to the 
rs we find this promise directly carried on, and shown to be 
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fulfilled by our Christian Covenant, written in the hearts of all the 
Church by the Holy Spirit himself, and assuring us of His aid to 
keep that Law ;-^ 

For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the da3rs come, saith the 
L.ORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
vrith the house of Judah. 

• Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day 
when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt ; 
because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith 
the Lord. 

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, saith the Lord ; I will put my laws into their mind, and write 
them in their hearts : and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me 
a people. 

And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the Lord : for all shall know me, from the least to 
the greatest. 

For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more. 



LESSON CV. 

J ER EM I A H'S LETTER. 

B.C. 594. — JER. xxix. {abridged). 

Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent 
from Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which were carried away 
captives, and to the priests, and to the prophets, and to all the people 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to 
Babylon : 

Thus siaith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are 
carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jeru- 
salem unto Babylon ; 

Build ye houses, and dwell in them ; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit 
of them; 

Take ye wives, and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to 
husbsLnds, that they may bear sons and daughters ; that ye may be increased 
there, and not diminished. 

And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried 
away captives, and pray imto the Lord for it : for in the peace thereof 
shall ye have peace. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Let not yo^^ 
prophets and your diviners, that be in the mVdsX. ol '^ovs., ^<w:.€>n^ ^'^'^^ 
neither hearken to your dreams which ye causae \.o\it ^leaxc^t^. 
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For thev piv>phe$y falsely uaio you in my name : I have not sent them, 
saith the Lori\ 

For thus ^\ith the Lord, That after seventy years be accomplished at 
Bahylon 1 will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing 
you to return to this place. 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 

Then shall ye call upon me, and ye ^all go and pray unto me, and I will 
hearken unto wu. 

And >*e shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all 
your heart. 

And 1 will l>e found of you, saith the Lord : and I will turn away your 
captivity, and 1 will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places 
whither I have driven you, saith the Lord ; and I will bring you again into 
the place whence 1 caused you to be carried av^y captive. 

l^lecause ye have said, The Lord hath raised us up prophets in Babylon ; 

Know that thus saith the Lord of the king that sitteth upon the throne 
of David, and of all the people that dwelleth in this city, and of your 
brethren that are not gone lorth with you into captivity ; 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; Behold, I will send upon them the sword, 
the fanzine, and the pestilence, and wiU make (hem like vile figs, that 
caimot be eaten, they are so evik 

And 1 will persecute them with the sword, with the famine, and with the 
pestilence, ana will deliver them to be removed to all the kingdoms of the 
earth, to be a curse, and an astonishment, and an hissing, and a reproach, 
among all the nations whither I have driven them ; 

Because they have not hearkened to my vrords, saith the Lord, which I 
sent unto them by my ser\'ants the prophets, rising up early and sending 
them ; but ye would not hear, saith tne Lord. 

Hear ye therefore the word of the Lord, all ye of the captivity, whom I 
have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon : 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, of Ahab the son of 
Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, which prophesy a lie unto 
you in my name ; Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon ; and he shall slay them before your eyes ; 

And of them shall be taken up a curse by all the captivity of Judah 
which are in Babylon, saying. The Lord make thee like Zedekiah and like 
Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire ; 

Because they have committed villany in Israel, and have spoken lying 
words in my name, which I have not commanded them ; even I know, and 
am a witness, saith the Lord. 

Comment. — Open leagues against Nebuchadnezzar seem to have 
been for a short time laid aside after the shock that the death of 
Hananiah occasioned to Zedekiah ; but intrigues still went oUy and 
false hopes were excited among the exiles at Babylon by the £sdse 
prophets, who must have kept them restless with expectations of 

turn, and full of ill-will against their masters at Babylon. 

Jeremiah writes a letter to them, warning them that there 
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should be no return -to Jerusalem till the seventy years from B.C. 606 
were all passed. In the meantime they were to treat Babylon as a 
home, and to be loyal to the king — "seek the peace of the city where 
they were." And the false prophets who stirred them up to sedi- 
tion seem to have come to a miserable end, being detected by 
Nebuchadnezzar and thrown into a burning fiery furnace. Babylon 
was built entirely of brick, and huge ^ilns were used for the baking 
of these, and were ready means of destroying criniinals, and such 
was the fate of two of these men whom Ezekiel was at the same 
time rebuking (chap, xiii.) — 

Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel that prophesy, and 
say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the 
word of the Lord : 

• Thus saith the Lord GoD ; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow 
their own spirit, and have seen nothing ! 

O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts. 

Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the 
house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord. 

They have seen vanity and l)dng divination, saying, The Lord saith ; 
and the Lord hath not sent them : and they have made others to hope that 
they would confirm tbe word. 

Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye riot spoken a lying divination, 
whereas ye say, The Lord saith it ; albeit I have not spoken ? 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD ; Because ye have spoken vanity, 
and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, saith the Lord God. 

And mine .hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that 
divine lies : they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither shall 
they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they 
enter into the land of Israel ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord God. 

The real prophets, Ezekiel and Daniel, were seeking the peace 
of the city ; the false ones were teaching the foolish people to 
struggle vainly against their fate, and refusing to believe in the 
utter ruin that Zedekiah's double dealing was fast bringing on the 
beloved city. 

We are now entering on a fresh stage of types. Babylon is the 
likeness of this world ; we of the true Jerusalem are captives within 
her, and it is our lesson here to " seek the peace of the city where 
we dwell " as strangers and sojourners, not as having our perpetual 
home there. Seventy years — the term of ordinary Ufe — is the time 
of the captivity, and we are to live as Daniel and his friends did at 
Babylon, loyally seeking the welfare of those about us^ but abNaj{«* 
remembering that we belong to the trwe ^^TMS2\ercv\ ^w^ ^^ti^^^-jka* 
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St. Paul bids, we submit to every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
sake, never bowing down to the idols of Babylon, nor becoming 
bound to its wealth and honours. So may we live in this world — 
in it, but not of it — like the captives who were good servants to 
Nebuchadnezzar, yet still loved Jerusalem. 



LESSON CVI. 

THE ABOMINATIONS IN THE TEMPLE, 

B.C. 594. — EZEKIEL viii. 

And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the fifth day 
of the month, as I sat in mine house, and the elders of Judah sat before 
me, that the hand of the Lord GoD fell there upon me. 

Then I beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance of fire : from the 
appearance of his loins even downward, fire ; and from his loins even 
upward, as the appearance of brightness, as the colour of amber. 

And he put forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine 
head ; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, and 
brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner 
gate that looketh toward the north ; where was the seat of the image of 
jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy. 

And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there, according to the 
vision that I saw in the plain. 

Then said he unto me. Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the way 
toward the north. So I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north, and 
behold northward at the gate of the altar this image of jealousy in the 
entry. 

He said furthermore unto me. Son of man, seest thou what they do ? 
even the great abominations that the house of Israel committeth here, that 
I should go far off from my sanctuary ? but turn thee yet again, and thou 
shalt see greater abominations. 

And he brought me to the door of the court ; and when I looked, behold 
a hole in the walL 

Then said he unto me. Son of man, dig now in the wall : and when I 
had digged in the wall, behold a door. 

And he said unto me. Go in, and behold the wicked abominations that 
they do here. 

So I went in and saw ; and bekold every form of creeping things, and 
abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, pourtrayed upon 
the wall round about. 

And there stood before them seventy men of the ancients of the house 
of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazanlah the son of Shaphan, 
and with every man his censer in his hand ; and a thick cloud of incense 
up. 
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Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancients of 
the house of Israel do in the dark, eveiy man in the chambers of his 
imagery ? for they say, The Lord seeth us not ; the Lord hath forsaken 
the earth. 

He said also unto me. Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater 
abominations that they do. 

1 hen he brought me to the door of the gate of the Lord's house which 
"was toward the north ; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz. 

Then said he unto me. Hast thou seen this, O Son of man ? turn thee yet 
again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these. 

And he brought me into the inner court of the Lord's house, and, 
l)ehold, at the dbor of the temple of the Lord, between the porch and the 
altar, were alx)ut five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple 
of the Lord, and tleir faces toward the east ; and they worshipped the sun 
toward the east. 

Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O Son of man ? Is it a light 
thing to the house of Judah that they commit the abomiuations which they 
commit here? for they have filled the land with violence, and have returned 
to provoke me to anger : and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. 

Therefore will I also deal in fury : mine eye shall not spare, neither will I 
have pity : and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I 
not hear them. 



Comment. — ^Again came to Ezekiel that marvellous vision of 
the Brightness of Heaven. The Likeness glowing with light, which 
he can only compare to amber or to flame, was, we may not doubt, 
as before — the Son of God. "The brightness of His glory, the 
express image of His Person" (Heb. i. 3), the Angel of His Presence, 
God Himself, the Word speaking to man. He is the same as 
St. John, 600 years later, beheld glowing with the like brightness. 
" His feet like unto fine brass, like as if they burned in a furnace." 
But when St. John saw Him, it was to know him as the Master he 
had loved on earth, and with the marks of the wounds. 

Ezekiel seemed to himself to be lifted up. We may suppose that 
his body remained in sleep or trance among the elders, but his soul 
was borne back to Jerusalem, to the Temple itself, that there he 
might see and understand why the threats put into his mouth grew 
more and more severe. There stood the glorious Temple of Solo- 
mon, with the rising sun touching the gilded pinnacles, as when 
pious kings and priests adored there. But what stood at the gate of 
the inner court, namely, that of the priests ? An idol. Ezekiel does 
not tell us what idol ; he only recollects the secoxvd coTCOT\as\.$iSSNsx&.., 
and has no name for it but " the image oi '^eaVous^ ^i)^^! ^x^nO«w^^ 

VOL, JIL ' Y 
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to jealousy." Then he is bidden to make a way, as it were, into a 
secret chamber. Here painted on the walls were creeping things— 
the beetle, the snake, all manner of reptile forms, such as the 
Egyptians were wont to paint on their walls, as may be seen even 
now. Seventy elders, led by one who must have been a man of 
consequence, were burning incense to these degraded beings- 
trying secretly the debased rites of the Egyptians after whom their 
soul craved. Out again into the court, and there, within the gate of 
the Court of the Priests, sat the women of Judah, mourning, Tynan 
fashion, for Tammuz, the god of the Summer, whom heathen 
Phoenicians called lover of the Earth. With her their women 
bewailed his yearly death, and watched for his return with the new 
year. The fable came to the Greeks as that of Adonis and Venus. 
It was a story of the Seasons. But oh ! the folly and insolence of 
weeping for the fancied Tammuz in His house who had promised 
that spring and summer, seed-time and harvest, should never fail ! 
Egypt and Tyre have sent their share of idolatry, and here, at the 
door of the holy place, with their backs to it, were five-and-twenty 
men, acting as Persian sun-worshippers, each holding a tamarisk 
branch to his nose, and adoring the rising sun ! Truly, as had been 
said to Judah by the mouth of Jeremiah (iii. ii), they were worse 
than their heathen neighbours, who, at least, were constant to their 
own deities, while the Jews adopted each what pleased their corrupt 
fancy among the gods of their neighbours. When the Temple 
was thus defiled, could God be expected to spare it ? 

And to us, whose hearts are the Temples of the Living God, 
the lesson of Ezekiel's vision may be best brought in these 
lines : — 

What if within His world, the Church, our Lord 

Have entered thee as in some temple gate, 

Where, looking round, each glance might thee afford 

Some glorious earnest of thine high estate, 

And thou, false heart and frail, hast turned from all 

To worship pleasure's shadow on the wall ; 

1 f when the Lord of glory was in sight, 

Thou turn thy back upon that fountain clear, 

To bow before the little drop of light 

Which dim-eyed men call praise and glory here ; 

What dost thoM bvil adoit the sun, and scorn 

Him at whose onlj 'woid\iQ\J[v^>Mv^TA'!,\ax^^^\^\iciTO \ 
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If while around thee gales from Eden breathe. 
Thou hide thine eyes, and make thy peevish moan 
Over some broken reed of earth beneath, 
Some darling of blind fancy, dead and gone ; 
As wisely might*st thou in Jehovah's fane 
Offer thy love and tears to Tammuz slain. 



LESSON CVII. 

THE MARKING OF THE FAITHFUL, 

B.C. 594. — EZEK. ix. 

He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying. Cause them that 
have charge over the city to draw near, even every man with his destroying 
weapon in his hand. 

Aiid, behold, six men came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth 
toward the north, and every man a slaughter weapon in his hand ; and one 
man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhom by his 
side : and they went in, and stood beside the brasen alts^r. 

And the glory of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, where- 
upon he was, to the threshold of the house. And he called to the man 
clothed with linen, which had the writer's inkhom by his side ; 

And the Lord said unto him. Go through the midst of the city, through 
the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men 
that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst 
thereof. 

And to the others he said in miije hearing, Go ye after him through the 
city, and smite : let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity : 

Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women : 
but come not near any man upon whom is the mark : and begin at my 
sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the 
house. And he said unto them, Defile the house, and fill the courts with 
the slain : go ye forth. And they went forth, and slew in the city. 

And it came to pass, while they were slaying them, and I was left, that 
I fell upon my face, and cried, and said, Ah Lord God ! wilt thou destroy 
all the residue of Israel in thy pouring out of thy fury upon Jerusalem ? 

Then said he unto me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is 
exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the city full of perverse- 
ness : for they say, The Lord hath forsaken the earth, and the Lord seeth 
not. 

And as for me also, mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have pity, 
but I will recompense their way upon their head. 

And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which had the inkhom by his 
side, reported the matter, saying, I have don^ ^s \}ft!ass.>B5is»\. ^wsotosv^^ 
me. 

Y 2 
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Comment. — He who had shown Ezekiel the corruptions in the 
Temple now calls aloud for the avengers. Six men came — the 
seventh in the midst alone did not bear the slaughter weapon, but 
in his girdle was the small case, filled with ink, used by scribes. 
They stood by the great altar of brass in the Court of the Priests, and 
the glorious appearance that Ezekiel had seen upon the Cherubim 
came to the door of the Temple, whence it would soon depart. 
Then came from God Himself the commandment of mercy : Set 
a mark upon the forehead of all who mourn for the sins of the city. 
So the Angel of Mercy marked them. But the six Angels of ven- 
geance slew old and young, man, woman, and child, who bare not 
that mark of safety, beginning with the sun worshippers in the 
sanctuary. So should they direct the work of the fire, the sword, 
the hunger, and the deadly sickness when the siege actually began. 
So had the destroying angel slain the firstborn in every house 
when the two streaks of the Lamb's blood did not mark the door- 
post. So again did the Son of God foretell that when Jerusalem 
should be again destroyed, and the courts of her sanctuary defiled 
with the blood of- her priests, not a hair from the head of His 
own should perish. 

And it is a remarkable thing, noted by the learned who read this 
book in its own tongue, that the letter T, or tauy is used for the word 
" mark," so that the words run — " Set a T on the foreheads ;" ** Come 
not near any on whose forehead is the T." And this Hebrew T was 
made more entirely like a cross thah even our capital letter is ; and 
thus the words are really a further prophecy of the cross that marks 
the Christian's brow. This was the belief of the whole Church of 
old, and all the more for what St. John saw, when looking on, not to 
the ruin of Jerusalem, but to the destruction of this world : — 

And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four comers of 
the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not 
blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 

And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the 
living God : and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it 
was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 

Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have 
sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 

The faithful are sealed again, and in their foreheads, to mark 
be spared in the Day of the Lord. Well may St. Paul bid 
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the Ephesians " grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the Day of Redemption." His Angels, through the 
hands of His Bishops, seal us, one by one, in Confirmation. If we 
grieve not that Holy Spirit, and hold fast by Him, there will be 
that seal to mark us to the end, that we may be safe when the 
dread days come when the earth and all that therein is shall be 
burnt with fire ! 



LESSON CVIII. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S MARCH TO JERUSALEM. 

RC. 588. — EZEK. xxi. 21 — 27. 

The king of Babylon stood at the parting of the way, at the head of 
the two ways, to use divination : he made his arrows bright, he consulted 
with images, he looked in the liver. 

At his right hand was the divination for Jerusalem, to appoint captains, 
to open the mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the voice with shouting, to 
appoint battering rams against the gates, to cast a mount, and to build a 
fort 

And it shall be unto them as a false divination in their sight, to them 
that have sworn oaths : but he will call to remembrance the iniquity, that 
they may be taken. 

Therefore thus saith tl\e Lord God ; Because 3^6 have made your iniquity 
to be remembered, in that your transgressions are discovered, so that in all 
your doings your sins do appear ; because, I say, that ye are come to 
remembrance, ye shall be taken with the hand. 

And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when 
iniquity shall have an end, 

Thus saith the Lord GoD ; Remove the diadem, and take off the crown : 
this shall not be the same : exalt him that is low, and abase him that is 
high. 

I will overturn, overturn, overturn it : and it shall be no more, until he 
cume whose right it is ; and I will give it him. 

Comment. — It is very difficult to make out the course of events 
here,* but it appears that a new and warlike king, Pharaoh Hophra, 
or, as the Greeks called him, Apries, came to the throne, and began 
stirring up all the Syrian states to revolt against Babylon. Zede- 
kiah among the rest broke the covenant to which he had sworn 
and rebelled. Nebuchadnezzar collected his host, and prepared to 
punish the rebels. He had not yet decided vj\i\c}ti \\fc '^'avSi^^ \a^ 
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upon first. Ezekiel describes both his departure and the arts of 
divination used by his soothsayers to decide which he should attack 
first. At the parting of the roads there stood Nebuchadnezzar, his 
quiver fiiU of bright arrows, inscribed with the names of Jerusalem, 
Rabbath of Ammon, Tyre, and the rest — whichever was drawn 
should be first attacked. Again he consulted his teraphim ; and 
offering sacrifice, the inward parts of the victims were examined, 
this being a favourite mode of augury among the heathen nations. 

The arrow drawn was that of Jerusalem, and the preparations 
for her siege are made ; the captains, the watchwords, the battering 
rams — heavy beams pushed against the walls — the mound, or bank 
of earth, whence arrows could be shot into the town. 

Yet this divination would be disregarded and viewed as false by 
those who had sworn oaths — namely, Zedekiah and all the rest who 
had sworn to the treaty with Nebuchadnezzar ; but God would call 
their iniquity to remembrance, and cause them to be taken captive. 
To Zedekiah there is a special and terrible message of destruction 
and overthrow, not only of himself, but of his throne and kingdom. 
Remove the diadem and take off the crown ! The diadem here is 
the High Priest's mitre bearing the Name of God on it. Priest 
and king were alike sentenced, and as for the crown, " I will over- 
turn, overturn, overturn it, and it shall be no more till he shall come 
whose right it is." And whose can that be but the Christ, the King, 

the Priest in one ? 

« 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a 
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth. 

In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely : and this 
is his name whereby he shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness. 

Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that they shall no 
more say, The Lord liveth, which brought up the children of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt ; 

But, the Lord liveth, which brought up and which led the seed pf the 
house of Israel out of the north country, and from all countries whither I 
had driven them ; and they shall dwell in their own land. (JER. xxiii. 5 — 8.) 

A few years before (599), Jeremiah had clearly foretold how the 

Righteous Branch, before promised through Isaiah, should rise in 

iht bouse of David, and rule the earth ; bringing peace and safety 

to Israel. " And this is His '^^xs^fc ^\iRxOa>j ^^ '^V^ be called, 
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The Lord our Righteousness," the Lord our Saviour, Jesus, 
whose merits are our hope. He it is who gathers together His 
people, so that instead of the deliverance from Egypt being our 
chief subject for gratitude, it shall be that He hath gathered us 
from the whole earth. For — 

Lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tengues, stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands ; 

And cried with a loud voice, saying. Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. (Rev. vii. 9, 10.) 

That is the Own land in which we hope to dwell ! 



LESSON CIX. 

JEREMIAH IN PRISON. 

B.C. 587. — ^Jer. xxxvii. 3 — 15 ; xxxii. 2 — 5. 

And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and Zephaniah 
the son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Pray now 
unto the Lord our God for us. 

Now Jeremiah came in and went out among the people : for they had 
not put him into prison. 

Then Pharaoh's army was come forth out of Egypt : and when the 
Chaldeans that besieged Jerusalem heard tidings of them, they departed 
from Jerusalem. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto the prophet Jeremiah, saying. 

Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel ; Thus shall ye say to the king 
of Judah, that sent you mito me to inquire of me ; Behold, Pharaoh's 
army, which is come forth to help you, shall return to Egjrpt into their own 
land. 

And the Chaldeans shall come again, and fight against this city, and take 
it, and bum it with fire. 

Thus saith the Lord ; Deceive not yourselves, saying. The Chaldeans 
shall surely depart from us : for they shall not depart 

For though ye had smitten the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight 
against you, and there remained but wounded men among them, yet should 
they rise up every man in his tent, and bum this city with fire. 

And it came to pass, that when the army of the Chaldeans was broken 
up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh's army. 

Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jemsalem to go into the land of Ben- 
jamin, to separate himself thence in the midst of tlie people. 

And when he was in the gate of Ben^amvn, tw cac^Xacvxv oI'Ccvr.^^x^^^s* 
there, whose nume was Irjah, the son of S\uiWmv'a5Q., \X\ft. ^«rcL <2k^. VL-a^asics^S 
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^t*. X 



:ijv^ J!;R«miah the prophet, saying, Thou fallest away to the 



'^•A :ssiiii ^^««iniah, It is false ; I fall not away to the Chaldeans. But 
X XjAniniX^ B^ to ^^"^ • ^o Irjah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the 

v.X'*«!»V:«' the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, and 
.«k^ mh sl pdson in the house of Jonathan the scribe : for they had made 

' • ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

'**Qf ;!Wn the king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem : and Jeremiah 
iK 'Ji^*p£ket was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king 
^^ **4ig^*s house. 

JvX Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying. Wherefore do<it 
jhM. '.HTophesy, and say, 'thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will give this city 
4lvl^ (he hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall take it ; 

\asi Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escai>e out of the hand of the 
v,^1)k}J!!deans, but shall surely l)e delivered into the hand of the king of Baby- 
MVti^ and ^lall speak with him mouih to mouth, and his eyes shall behold 
^s. If )*es ; 

And he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall he be until I visit 
*|j;ixi, saith the Lord : though ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye shall not 
v*osper. 

Comment. — Nebuchadnezzar at first advanced against Jerusalem, 
^d in the terror of the inhabitants they released all their country- 
men who were in bondage to them for debt, and made preparations 
lor the siege. Just then, however, came tidings that Pharaoh Hophra 
was coming with an army out of Egypt, and Nebuchadnezzar called 
away his armies from Jerusalem to meet him. So curiously did 
the first destruction of Jerusalem resemble the second. When the 
danger was removed for the moment, and their hopes rose, the 
Jews took all their debtors back into bondage, and were assured by 
Jeremiah that their sins should be requited by their becoming 
bondsmen themselves. 

Jeremiah continued to foretell the return of the enemy and their 
success. So sure was the destruction of Jerusalem, that even 
though there were but wounded men in their camp, they should 
still rise up and take the city. 

He himself— like the Christians before the last destruction of 
Jerusalem — would have left the city. Anathoth, the priestly city to 
which he belonged, was in the hills of Benjamin, and he was on 
^ther when he was seized upon by the captain of the 
^^ of intending to go over to the Chaldeans. He 

^ .^^HVB ^Q princes, or coimcil of Zedekiah. These do 
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not seem to be the same princes who had done all they could to 
protect him from Jehoiakim, but a fiercer, more ungodly set, who 
held the weak Zedekiah in a sort of bondage, and imagined them- 
selves brave supporters of the liberty of their country, when they 
were really bringing on her destruction. 

They were glad to have an occasion for seizing Jeremiah. As a 
prophet they could not touch him, but they chose to regard him 
as a deserter, and after beating him they threw him into prison, 
under charge of Jonathan, the scribe or secretary. 

Meantime, Pharaoh Hophra was driven back, and Nebuchad- 
nezzar returned with all his forces to lay siege to Jerusalem, and 
blockade her, i,e, shut her up from receiving any provision. All 
the more closely was Jeremiah kept, for he had prophesied that the 
king himself should be captured and brought before the king of 
Babylon, nay, that he should be led away to the city itself as a 
prisoner. It is said that the unhappy king thought he had dis- 
covered a contradiction in the prophecies, for that Ezekiel had 
said he should not see Babylon. The words were, however, these 
(£zek. xii. 13) : — 

My net also will I spread upon him, and he shall be taken in my snare ; 
and I will bring him to Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans ; yet shall he 
not see it, though he shall die there. 

And the perfect and consistent fulfilment was in store. 



LESSON ex. 

THE STROKE UPON JERUSALEM, 

B.C. 589. — 2 Kings xxv; Ezek. xxiv. 

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, 
in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it ; and 
they built forts against it round about. 

****** 

Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the 
month, the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. 

Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this same day : the 
king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem this same day. 

And utter a parable unto the rebellious house, and say unto them. Thus 
saith the I^rd God ; Set on a pot, set it on, and also pour water into it : 
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Gather the pieces thereof into it, even every good piece, the thigh, and 
the shoulder; fill it with the choice bones. 

Take the choice of the flock, and burn also the bones under it, and make 
it boil well, and let them see the the bones of it therein. 

Wherefore thus saith the Lord God ; Woe to the bloody city, to the pot 
whose scum is therein, and whose scum is not gone out of it ! bring it out 
piece by piece ; let no lot fall upon it. 

* * « # * * 

Heap on wood, kindle the fire, consume the flesh, and spice it well, and 
let the bones be burned. 

Then set it empty upon the coals thereof, that the brass of it may be hot, 
and may burn, and that the filthiness of it may be molten in it, that the 
scum of it may be consumed. 

She hath wearied herself with lies, and her great scum went not forth 
out of her : her scum shall be in the fire.* 

In thy filthiness is lewdness : because I have purged thee, and thon 
wast not purged, thou shalt not be purged from thy filthiness any more, till 
I have caused my fury to rest upon thee. 

I the Lord have spoken it : it shall come to pass, and I will do it ; 1 
will not go back, neither will I spare, neither will I repent ; according to 
thy ways, and according to thy doings, shall they judge thee, saith the 
Lord God. 

Also the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. 

Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with 
a stroke : yet neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears 
run down. 

Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire+ of thine 
head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy lips, 
and eat not the bread of men. J 

So I spake unto the people in the morning : and at even my wife died ; 
and I did in the morning as I was commanded. 

And the people said unto me. Wilt thou not tell us what these things are 
to us, that thou doest so ? 

Then I answered them, The word of the Lord came unto me saying, 

Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I 
will profane my sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the desire of 
your eyes, and that which your soul pitieth ; and your sons and your 
daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword. 

And ye shall do as I have done : ye shall not cover your lips, nor eat the 
bread of men. 

And your tires shall be upon your heads, and your shoes upon your feet : 
ye shall not mourn nor weep ; but ye shall pine away for your iniquities, 
and mourn one toward another. 

Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign : according to all that he hath done shall 
ye do : and when this cometh, ye shall know that J am the Lord God. 

Also, thou son of man, shall it not be in the day when I take from them 
their strength, the joy of their glory, the desire of their eyes, and that 
whereupon they set their minds, their sons and their daughters. 

* Obstinate evil. ^ "^tXesAX^ Nsotcc^x ^x\vk^^v^*!:»u 
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That he that escapeth in that day shall come unto thee, to cause thee to 
hear it with thine ears ? 

In that day shall thy mouth be opened to him which is escaped, and thou 
shah speak, and be no more dumb : and thou shalt be a sign unto them ; 
and they shall know that I am the Lord. 

Comment. — Here is one verse from the Book of Kings, telling 
how in the ninth year of Zedekiah, and the tenth month, the siege 
of Jerusalem actually began. Nebuchadnezzar built forts all round 
it, and kept it in on every side, so that no food could reach the 
inhabitants. Ezekiel, by the river of Chebar, had long before been 
inspired to show how this would be. He had taken a large tile, 
drawn the outline of the city on it, and placed an iron vessel round 
it, to show how the host of Chaldeans should gird it in ; he had lain 
on his side watching it, and had made and eaten bread, vile and 
refuse, such as is eaten in the famine caused by a blockade. 

Now, on the very day on which Nebuchadnezzar's siege began at 
Jerusalem, inspiration came to him at Chebar, bidding him mark 
this day as the beginning of the siege — mark it that the people to 
whom he preached might perceive that God had spoken to him, 
when they heard the account from the army. 

Moreover, he was to begin to act out a fearful parable. He was 
to take a choice animal out of the flock, kill it, and cut it up ; then 
set a great brazen caldron on the fire, filled with water, and set it 
on a great fire, heaped not only with fuel but with the larger bones, 
and let it boil, boil, boil, till the water had evaporated, and there 
was a horrid mixture of overboiled flesh and scum — here meaning 
the verdigris and uncleanness of the pot itself. Then taking out 
the bits that remained whole, the filthy remainder in the otherwise 
empty pot was to be set down on the coals or hot embers, there 
to be burnt up with it. So was it to be with the bloody city of 
Jerusalem ! God had purged her by misfortune, but she would 
not be purged. So the fire of His fury was to be kindled around 
her and those within her, straitening her with famine as the water 
boiled away, and left the meat to be scorched up. Then the pieces 
— namely, the king and princes — would be taken out, but no lot 
would be cast to bestow her on any prince, but she would be left 
alone, with the baser and more wretched, lo tw\s»\«asi \5«x'5s51 'M^.^ 
the evil within her I 
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Even a sadder sign was to come. The desire of the prophet's 
eyes, his wife, was taken away from him by a sudden stroke, but he 
was forbidden to have the loud mournful waiUngs around the 
corpse that were usual. He was to make no outward mourning, 
he was not to rend his garments, nor to wear a bandage over 
his beard and mouth ; his priestly tire or turban was to be on his 
head as usUal, and he was not to eat of the bread with which the 
friends fed the mourners at a funeral feast. He was to go as usual 
through his daily life, however sad his heart would be. Why was 
this ? Alas, the saddest times are those when men cannot mourn 
their dead ! Those who die one by one are lamented over, but 
when war or pestilence carries off numbers together, the survivors 
can have no mourning, but must strive on with silent, sad hearts. 
So would it be with many a house at Jerusalem, when babes would 
die of hunger, and their fathers in battle, and many a youth and 
maiden would be snatched from their parents : but there would be 
no time for lamentation ! Nay, the desire of all their eyes, the 
glorious Temple, would be utterly ruined and taken from them ! 
But no one would have time to pour out his heart in weeping, nor 
would their masters allow it, they would only pine away in their 
misery, and mourn one towards another. So EzekieFs abstaining 
from bewailing his wife was a sign to the Jews at Chebar how it 
was with their fellows and with their whole nation. It was added 
that till a fugitive from Jerusalem should come to Chebar with 
tidings of the fall of the city, Ezekiel should be dumb. 

It is doubted whether this means that he could not speak at all, 
or only that he ceased for the time to prophesy respecting his own 
nation. There are eight chapters of prophecies delivered to him 
at this time respecting the fate of Tyre, Egypt, Ammon, Edom, and 
Moab, but he may have written them instead of uttering them, and 
it is most probable that through those two years of woe his lips 
were sealed. 

Ezekiel was probably much esteemed at Babylon. A cylinder 
has been found in one of the buried cities of Mesopotamia bearing 
several of his prophecies. 
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LESSON CXI. 

THE FIELD AT ANATHOTH, 

B.C. 587. — ^JER. xxxii. 6—15 ; xxiii. 10 — 26. 

And Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee, 
saying, Buy thee my field that is in Anathoth : for the right of redemption 
is thine to buy it. 

So Hanameel mine uncle's son came to me in the court of the prison 
according to the word of the Lord, and said unto me, Buy my field, I pray 
thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the country of Benjamin : for the 
right of inheritance is thine, and the redemption is thine ; buy it for thjrself. 
Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord. 

And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle's son, that was in Anathoth, 
and weighed him the money, even seventeen shekels of silver. 

And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and 
weighed him the money in the balances. 

So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that which was sealed 
according to the law and custom, and that which was open : 

And I gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, 
the son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanameel mine uncle's son, and in the 
presence of the witnesses that subscribed the book of the purchase, before 
all the Jews that sat in the court of the prison. 

And I charged Barueh before them, saying. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Take these evidences, 
this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this evidence which 
is open ; and put them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue many 
days. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Houses and fields 
and vineyards shall be possessed again in this land. 

Comment. — While Jeremiah was in prison and persecuted for 
foretelling the destruction and devastation of Judea, and while the 
Chaldeans were actually encamped around the city, he was com- 
manded to show a clear token of his assurance that the captivity 
was not to last for ever. There was a field at Anathoth belonging 
to his cousin. The cousin wished to sell it, but according to the 
law of inheritance it might not be sold out of the family until all 
the relations, in order of kindred, had been offered and refused it 
The price was very small, only seventeen shekels, or ^hwsx f^ *> 
and thus it seems that the seller tboughx \3[i^^«sess\axv.\^^^sfc- 
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come worthless, and far more esteemed the silver that might pur- 
chase food in the famine that was fast coming upon the besieged 
city. But Jeremiah was commanded to make the purchase, as 
securely as though no enemy were in the land, and with all full 
formalities of sale, the silver weighed, and the deeds of transfer 
signed before all the Jews, who sat in the court of the prison as 
witnesses. There were two deeds, one open that all might read 
it, another sealed up for the future, and both of these were given 
to the faithful Baruch to be enclosed in an earthen jar, as the surest 
way of preserving them from fire, or damp, or other injury, so as to 
show that if of no use now, they should be valuable by and by, when 
houses and vineyards should be possessed by the returning Jews, 
and each family should have its own again. 

The earnest prayer which Jeremiah offered up upon this promise 
was answered by the repetition of the sentence of destruction by 
the Chaldeans ; but then followed a most beautiful promise — in 
poetry — which is not often the case with Jeremiah's prophecies — 
of the blessings ever brought by Christ to His Church (Jer. xxxiii. 
15—26) : — 

In those days, and at that time, 

Will I cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David ; 

And he shall execute judgment and righteousness in the land. 

In those days shall Judah be saved, 

And Jerusalem shall dwell safely : 

And this is the name wherewith she shall be called. 

The Lord our righteousness. 

For thus saith the Lord, 

David shall never want a man 

To sit upon the throne of the house of Israel : 

Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before me 

To offer burnt offerings, 

And to kindle meat offerings, 

And to do sacrifice continually. 

And the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, saying 

Thus saith the Lord ; 

If ye can break my covenant of the day, 

And my covenant of the night. 

And that there should not be day and night in their season. 

Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant. 

That he should not have a son to reign upon his throne ; 

And with the Levites the priests, my ministers. 

As the host of heaven cannot be numbered. 

Neither the sand of the sea measured : 
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So will I multiply the seed of David my servant. 

And the Levites that minister unto me. 

Moreover the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying, 

Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying. 

The two families which the Lord hath chosen, 

He hath even cast them off? 

Thus they have despised my people. 

That they should be no more a nation before them. 

Thus saith the Lord : 

If my covenant be not with day and night. 

And if I have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth: 

Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, 

And David my servant, 

So that I will not take any of his seed to be rulers. 

Over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; 

For I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on them. 

Here again is the promise of the righteous branch of the stem of 
David : He who was called a Nazarene (the green bough). But 
there is one word changed. Instead of " this is the Name whereby 
He shall be called," it is " for this is the Name whereby she shall be 
called." The Church shall bear the Name of Her Lord and Bride- 
groom, who is her Righteousness ! 

Sentence of destruction had fallen again and again on the profane 
and wicked princes of Judah, and the priests were marked for judg- 
ment ; but God goes back to His ancient promise, confirmed by the 
rainbow, that day and night shall never fail, and tells His people 
that as surely David's offspring shall endure for ever, and the per- 
petual priesthood promised to the faithful Phinehas should never 
end — nay, that David's seed should be more than the sand on the 
sea-shore ; and the Levites, his ministers, should likewise be 
multiplied. 

True, David's descendants would return from captivity, and the 
priests and Levites would muster again at Jerusalem. But the Seed 
of David, that are more than the sand of the sea, are those whom 
the true and everlasting Root and Offspring of David is not ashamed 
to call His brethren. The Levites who minister unto Him are the 
Christian ministry, bishops, priests, and deacons, sent to represent 
Him, the Great High Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec, 
King and Priest of Salem. 
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LESSON CXII. 

yEREMIAH IN THE PIT. 

B.C. 587. — Jeremiah xxxvii. 16 ; xxxviii. 13. 

When Jet-emiah was entered into the dungeon, and into the cabins,* and 
Jciemiah Iiad remained there many days ; 

Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took him out : and the king asked 
him secretly m his house, and said. Is there any word from the Lord ? 
And Jeremiah said, There is : for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Babylon. 

Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedekiah, What have I offended 
against thee, or against thy servants, or against this people, that ye have 
put me in prison ? 

Where are now your prophets which prophesied unto you, saying. The 
king of Babylon shall not come against you, nor against this land? 

Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord the king : let my supplica- 
tion, I pray thee, be accepted before thee ; that thou cause me not to return 
to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there. 

Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah 
into the court of the prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of 
bread out of the bakers' street, until all the bread in the city were spent. 
Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison. 

Then Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the son of Pashur, 
and Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashur the son of Malchiah heard the 
words that Jeremiah had spoken unto all the people, saying. 

Thus saith the Lord, He that remaineth in this city shall die by the 
sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence : but he that goeth forth to the 
Chaldeans shall live ; for he shall have his life for a prey, and shall live. 

Thus saith the Lord, This city shall surely be given into the hand of the 
king of Babylon's army, which shall take it. 

I'herefore the princes said unto the king, We beseech thee, let this man 
be put to death : for thus he weakeneth the hands of the men of war that 
remain in this city, and the hands of all the people, in speaking such words 
unto them : for this man seeketh not the welfare of this people, but the 
hurt. 

Then Zedekiah the king said, Behold, he is in your hand : for the king is 
not he that can do any thing against you. 

Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon of Malchiah 
the son of Hammelech, that was in the court of the prison : and they let 
down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, but 
mire : so Jeremiah sunk in the mire. 

>»'ow when Ebed-melcch the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in 

* The inner vaulted chambers. 
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the king's house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon ; the 
king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin ; 

£bed-melech went forth out of the king's house, and spake to the king, 
saying, 

My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to 
Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast into prison, and he is like to 
die for hunger in the place where he is, for there is no more bread in the 
city. 

Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take from 
hence thirty men with thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the 
dungeon, before he die. 

So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and went into the house of the 
king imder the treasury, and took thence old cast clouts * and old rotten 
rags, and let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. 

And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jeremiah, Put now these old 
cast clouts and rotten rags under thine armholes under the cords. And 
Jeremiah did so. 

So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dun- 
geon : and Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison. 

Comment. — When the enemy were really at the gates, and the 
prophecies of Jeremiah being fulfilled every hour,Zedekiah's doubtful 
wavering mind began to turn towards him. The weak king was 
evidently in dread of the faction of his princes, who were bent 
on resisting the Chaldeans and silencing Jeremiah. Yet though he 
obeyed them, he was afraid of the prophecies he had heard, and 
halted between two opinions, as a double-minded man who is un- 
stable in all his ways. Perhaps he had heard of Jeremiah's grand 
prison song of hope, and wishing to get some favourable prediction 
from him, he sent secretly for the captive, and asked, "Is there any 
word from the Lord?" But the prophet could not win favour for 
himself by smooth words to the king, and he boldly answered that 
there was : " Thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of 
Babylon." At the same time, he appealed to the king against 
the injustice of his imprisonment, and begged at least that he 
might not be sent back to the dungeons in Jonathan's house, where, 
now that famine prevailed in the blockaded city, he was sure to 
perish with hunger. 

The king listened to his request, allowed him to be at large in the 
prison court, and appointed his ration of bread to be given to him 
every day. This, however, enraged the war faction, who, in their 
obstinate unbehef, called Jeremiah a traitor, said he discouraged 

* Clothes. 
VOX* 111. Z 
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the fighting men, and insisted that he should be silenced. The 
miserable king had not the courage to defend the prophet, and told 
them to do as they pleased, and though they durst not put him to 
death, they acted even more cruelly. Jerusalem, being on a rock, 
is honey-combed below with cisterns and reservoirs for water, and 
into one of these, half filled with mud and slime, these savage men 
let the holy inspired priest down into the horrible darkness, suffo- 
cation, and mire. 

But while these wicked sons of Judah were thus treating the 
prophet, pity and faith were stirred in the heart of a stranger, no 
other than a black slave from Ethiopia, employed in the service of 
the palace. He, like Naaman, or like the Ethiopian of after ages* 
was true and ^thful ; and, indignant at this treatment of the holy 
man, he went to the king, as a household slave could easily do, and 
told him what had been done. Zedekiah was shocked, and sent 
thirty men of his body-guard at once, to save Jeremiah from this 
horrible death, if not too late. Nor was it ; God had upheld His 
senrant firom the stifling air, and the kind care of the good Ebed- 
melech was shown, in throwing down soft rags of linen to put 
between his arms and the ropes that were to draw him up, to save 
tbem from being hurt. No doubt the prophet was very thin, with 
starvation and suffering, and the precaution must have been much 
needed. 

Jeremiah in the pit must have prayed in the words used by David 
long before (Ps. Ixix.) : — 

Save me, O God ; 

For the waters are come in unto my soul. 

I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing ; 

I am come into deep waters, 

Where the floods overflow me. 

I am weary of my oying : my throat is dried ; 

Mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. 

They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine 

head : 
They that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully. 
Are mighty ; 
Then I restored that which I took not away. 

And again, after his release, the 40th Psalin must have risen to his 
lips, as written almost for himself: — 
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I waited patiently for the Lord : 

And he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. 

He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, 

Out of the miry clay, 

And set my feet upon a rock, 

And established my goings. 

Already had Joseph been in a living grave, and Jonah had carried 
on the type, which Jeremiah now again was made to act, they being, 
as it were, buried and raised again. Indeed, Jeremiah is the 
especial likeness of the Man of Sorrows, and' his persecution has 
many resemblances to that of the Christ, especially where Zede- 
kiah's weakness foreshowed that of Pontius Pilate, and where 
Ebed-melech's mercy showed how many shall come from the east 
and from the west, and sit down in the kingdom of God. 



LESSON CXIII. 

THE LAST ADVICE TO ZEDEKIAH, 

B.C. 587 — Jer. xxxviii. 14 — 28. 

Then Zedekiah the king sent, and took Jeremiah the prophet unto him 
into the third entry that is in the house of the Lord : and the king said 
unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a thing ; hide nothing from me. 

Then Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it unto thee, wilt thou 
not surely put me to death ? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou not 
hearken unto me ? 

So Zedekiah the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying. As the Lord 
livetii, that made us this soul, I will not put thee to death, neither will I 
give thee into the hand of these men that seek thy life. 

Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of 
hosts, the God of Israel ; If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of 
Babylon's princes, then thy soul shall live, and this city shall not be burned 
with fire ; and thou shalt live, and thine house : 

But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon's princes, then shall 
this city be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it 
with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand. 

And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that 
are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they 
mock me. 

But Jeremiah said. They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I bes-^^cK ^^s^'^^ 

Z 2 
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the voice of the Lord, which I speak unto thee : so it shall be well unto 
thee» and thy soul shall live. 

But if thou refuse to go forth, this is the word that the Lord hath 
shewed me : 

And, behold, all the women that are left in the king of Judah's house 
shall be brought forth to the king of Babylon's princes, and those women 
shall say. Thy friends have set thee on, and have prevailed against thee ; 
thy feec are sunk in the mire, and they are turned away back. 

So they ^all bring out all thy wives and thy children to the Chaldeans : 
and thou shalt not escape out of their hand, but shalt be taken by the hand 
of the kii^ of Babyloa : and thou shalt cause this city to be burned 
with tir^. 

I'ltcu said Zed^kiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these words, 
aiul thoii ^shalt not die. 

But if th«^ pctocvs bear that I have talked with thee, and they come unto 
th<.xN iiid say unto thee. Declare unto us now what thou hast said unto the 
kin|;[, hidit ic ooC from us, and we will not put thee to death ; also what the 
ki«^ N<kivl utrto thee. 

l*hc»x thoa shalt say unto them, I presented my supplication before the 
kin^^ that he would not cause me to return to Jonathan's house, to die there. 

Th<Kt came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him : and he told 
tht^ttt according to all these words that the khag had commanded. So they 
Itft^ off speaking with him ; for the mattor was not perceived. 

So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that Jerusalem 
taken : and he was there when Jeru^em was taken. 



Comment. — Now that Jeremiah was under the charge of Ebed- 
melech, a slave of the royal household, Zedekiah could contrive 
another secret interview with him. He sent for him to the third 
entry of the Temple, most likely the innermost gate of that glorious 
entrance which Solomon had built for the kings to go up to the 
House of the Lord. 

Here the king and prophet met. It was the last time we hear 
of a king of Judah being in the Temple that Solomon had 
built : and, alas, how unlike is the scene! Then the dominion of 
Judah reached even to the Euphrates. Now the king of the borders 
of Euphrates was besieging Jerusalem. Then the king knelt on his 
brazen platform and prayed before kneeling thousands to Jehovah 
to bless this house that he had builded. Now the king dares not 
openly inquire of the Lord's messenger, but only sends for him 
secretly ; nay, when he asks counsel of the prophet, Jeremiah is 
forced to demand a promise not to be punished, however un- 
palatable that advice may be. And sad it was. If Zedekiah would 

rrender willingly, owning himself the perjured truce-breaker he 



^re 
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was, and asking the mercy of Nebuchadnezzar, his life should be 
saved and the lives of his children, and the city would not l^ burned 
and laid waste ; but if he persisted in his obstinate defence, utter 
destruction would be the result. 

Then the weak, cowardly Zedekiah confessed his fear that his 
factious subjects would buy their own pardon by delivering him up 
a prisoner to the Chaldeans ; but this Jeremiah assured him should 
not happen. One last choice of obedience was offered to him. If 
he would submit according to God's command, he might trust God 
to move his enemies to have mercy on him. If not, he should be 
reproached and reviled by his own wives when all had fallen into 
the hands of the enemy together, and he and . his city should 
perish ! 

No, there was no faith, no decision in the wretched Zede- 
kiah. He did not trust the princes around him, but he would 
not trust to God. All he thought of was how to prevent these 
jealous princes from suspecting that he had consulted the prophet ; 
and he instructed Jeremiah to say that the interview had been 
about his own imprisonment. This was no falsehood, and Jeremiah, 
though not set at liberty, was better treated in the prison till the 
end of the siege. 

And the good Ebed-melech was rewarded with the following 
promise, almost ^e same that had been made to Baruch : — 

Now the word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah, while he was shut up in 
the court of the prison, saying, 

Go and speak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold, I will bring my words upon this 
city for evil, and not for good ; and they shall be accomplished in that day 
before thee. 

But I will deliver thee in that day, saith the Lord : and thou shalt not 
be given into the hand of the men of whom thou art afraid. 

For I will surely deliver thee, and thou shalt not fall by the sword, but 
> thy life shall be for a prey unto thee : because thou hast put thy trust in me, 
saith the Lord. 
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LESSON CXIV. 

THE DEATH OF ZEDEKIAH. 

B.C. 586. — 2 Kings xxv. ; Jer. xxxix. 

And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. 

And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed in the 
city, and there was no bread for the people of the land. 

And all the princes of the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the 
middle gate, even Nergal-sharezer, Saragar-nebo, Sarsechim, Rab-saris, 
Nergal-sharezer, Rab-mag, with all the residue of the princes of the king 
of Babylon. « 

And it came to pass, that when Zedekiah the king of Judah saw them, 
and all the men of war, then they fled, and went forth out of the city by 
night, by the way of the king's garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls : 
and he went out the way of the plain. 

But the Chaldeans' army pursued after them, and overtook 2^ekiah in 
the plains of Jericho : and when they had taken him, Ihey brought him up 
to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath, 
where he gave judgment upon him. 

Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before 
his eyes : also the king of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah. 

Moreover he put out Zedeluah's eyes, and bound him with chains, to 
carry him to Babylon. 

And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which is the 
nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar- 
adan, captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem : 

And he burnt the house of the Lord, and the king's house, and all the 
houses of Jerusalem, and every great man's house burnt he with fire. 

And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with the captain of the 
guard, brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about. 

Now the rest of the people that were left in the city, and the fugitives 
that fell away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude, 
did Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carry away. 

But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to be vine- 
dressers and husbandmen. 

And the pillars of brass that were in the house of the Lord, and the 
bases, and the brasen sea that was in the house of the Lord, did the 
Chaldees break in pieces, and carried the brass of them to Babylon. 

Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah 
to Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard, saying, 

Take him, and look well to him, and do him no harm ; but do unto him 
even as he shall say unto thee. 

And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah 
the second priest, and the three keepers of the door : 
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And out of the city he took an officer that was set over the men of war, 
and five men of them that were in the king's presence, which were found 
in the city, and the principal scribe of the host, which mustered the people 
of the land, and threescore men of the people of the land that were found 
in the city : 

And Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took these, and brought them to 
the king of Babylon to Riblah : 

And the king of Babylon smote them, and slew them at Riblah in the 
land of Hamath. So Judah was carried away out of their land. 

Comment. — How dreadful the famine had come to be in Jerusa- 
lem during the terrible siege, lasting two years and two months, 
we gather from the Lamentations of Jeremiah, five poems arranged 
in the acrostic alphabetical form in which the prophet bewails 
the miseries of his city (Lam. ii. lo ; iv. lo.): — 

The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground, and keep, silence ; 

They have cast up dust upon their heads : 

They have girded themselves with sackcloth : 

The virgins of Jerusalem hang down their heads to the ground. 

Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, my liver is poured 

upon the earth. 
For the destruction of the daughter of my people ; 
Because the children and the sucklings swoon m the streets of the city. 
They say to their mothers. Where is corn and wine ? 
When they swooned as the wounded in the streets of the city ; 
When their soul was poured out into their mothers* bosom. 

« « 4t « « « 

They that be slain ^ith the sword are better than they that be slain with 

hunger : 
For these pine away, stricken through for want of the fruits of the field. 
The hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own children : 
They were their meat in the destruction of the daughter of my people. 

Such was their wretchedness, a fulfilment of what Moses had 
long ago foretold ; and it daily increased, while Nebuchadnezzar, 
leaving his army to carry on the blockade, retired to Riblah, in 
Syria, to be nearer his own dominions. 

At last at midnight, in the month that answers to July, the 
Chaldeans entered through the breach their machines had made in 
the walls. Two of the Babylonian chiefs, the Nergal-sharezer (Sam- 
gar, or cup-bearer), another Nergal-sharezer (who was Rab-mag, 
or chief magician), and the chief of the Eunuchs (Sarsechim), came 
and took up their station under the middle gateway, leading from 
the upper to the lower city, a central post whence they could watch 
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over their soldiers, who spread through the city, slaying, burning, 
plundering. The palace, being a fortress in itself on the hill of Zion, 
was not attacked at once, so that the unhappy 2^ddah, with his 
wife and children, fled out by the gate leading through the two city 
walls, by the way of the King's Gardens, and so towards Jericho ; 
but they were tracked, overtaken, and made prisoners. Then must 
the weak, wavering king have mourned his refusal to follow Jere- 
miah's advice and surrender to the Chaldeans. Now traitor, oath- 
breaker as he was, there was no hope* for him. He was dragged 
to Riblah, where he did indeed " see the eyes of Nebuchadnezzar," 
but in fierce wrath. He was sentenced to see his young sons slain 
before his eyes, so as to put an end to his line, and then, when 
their death-struggle had been the last sight he had beheld, his eyes 
were put out, and he was carried in chains to Babylon. Then he 
perceived how the two apparently inconsistent prophecies could.be 
fulfilled. Jeremiah mourns him thus in his Lamentations (chap, 
iv. 20) : — 

The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord, was taken in their pits. 
Of whom we said, Under his shadow we shall live among the heathen. 

The heart of Zedekiah was more wavering than hardened, and 
as the prediction to him spoke of his dying in peace,, we may be- 
lieve that the blind, childless captive at Babylon, far away from 
his evil counsellors and from the demands of expediency, repented 
truly of his sins. He was probably visited by his cousins or 
nephews, Daniel and his three companions, and we may believe he 
found his punishment true mercy. 

Meantime, the next month after the capture, Nebuchadnezzar 
sent the captain of his guard, Nebuzar-adan, to carry out his sen- 
tence upon Jerusalem as a rebel city. Daniel had probably entreated 
the king to spare Jeremiah, and assured him of the prophet's en- 
deavours to prevent the insurrection, and he was therefore to be 
allowed to go where he pleased. But the chief priests, who bore 
no mark from Ezekiel's angel, and all who had been movers in the 
rebellion, were brought to Riblah, and there slain. The principal 
persons, artificers, and every family of mark, were carried away to 
Babylon, and only the poor husbandmen and vine-dressers were 
allowed to remain, and placed under the government of Gedaliah, 
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a good and loyal man, faithful and trustworthy. The royal palace, 
** the house of David built on the citadel," and the chief houses 
had already been destroyed, and Nebuchadnezzar had now com- 
manded that the Temple should share their fate, no doubt looking 
on it as a rallying point of rebellion. 

So all the precious things (lovingly enumerated in the Book of 
Kings) were carried off as trophies to Chaldea, and the holy and 
beautiful house raised by Solomon four hundred years before was 
burnt with fire and levelled with the ground. 



LESSON CXV. 

EZEKIEVS PROMISE OF THE SHEPHERD, 

£Z£K. xxxiii. 21, 22; andxxxiv, (abridged), 

B.c 587. — The tidings of the taking of Jerusalem came thus to 
Ezekiel in his silence at Chebar. 

And it came to pass in the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenih 
month, in the fifth day of the month, that one that had escaped out of 
Jerusalem came unto me, saying, The city is smitten. 

Now the hand of the Lord was upon me in the evening, afore he that 
Mas escaped came; and had opened my mouth, until he came to me in the 
morning ; and my mouth was opened, and I was no mure dumb. 

And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and 
say unto them. Thus saith the Lord God unto the shepherds ; Woe be to 
the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves I should not the shepherds 
feed the flocks ? 

Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are 
fed : but ye feed not the flock. 

The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that 
which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither 
have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought 
that which was lost, but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. 

And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd : and they became 
meat to all the beasts of the field when they were scattered. 

♦ * ♦ » ♦ ♦ 

Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord ; 

Thus saith the Lord Goi> ; Behold, I am against the shepherds ; and I 
will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding 
the flock : neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more ; for I will 
deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them. 
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For thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I, even I, will both search my 
sheep and seek them ouL 

As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep 
that are scattered : so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliyer them out 
of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 

And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon 
the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of 
the country. 

I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel 
shall their fold be : there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fiat pasture 
shall they feed upon the mountams of Israel. 

I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord 
God. 

I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven 
away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that 
which was sick : but I will destroy the fat and the strong ; I will feed them 
with judgment. 

****** 

And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even 
my servant David ; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 

And I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David a prince among 
them ; I the Lord have spoken it. 

And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil 
beasts to cease out of the land : and they shall dwell safely in the wilder- 
ness, and sleep in the woods. 

And I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing ; 
and I will cause the shower to come down in his season ; there shall be 
showers of blessing. 

****** 

Thus shall they know that I the Lord their God am with them, and that 
they, even the house of Israel, are my people, saith the Lord God. 

And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and I am your God, 
saith th6 Lord GoD. 

Comment. — The darker the outer world was with the prophets the 
brighter were the visions God vouchsafed to them. When EzekiePs 
mouth was opened, after the direful tidings of the capture of Jeru- 
salem, he was in the first place taught to explain how the sins of 
the fathers are not visited on the children's soul, but only in their 
outward life. Then he was led to utter a rebuke of the evil shep- 
herds, the priests, kings, and false prophets who had done so 
much to cause the ruin of God's flock, passing from thence to one 
of the most full and beautiful promises of the mercy that should 
gather them together ** out of all the places where they had been 
scattered in the cloudy and dark day '' that now was upon them 
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The full beauty of the prophecy has not been given here, but never 
was there a tenderer, sweeter promise. " They shall dwell safely, 
and none shall make them afraid/' We who live in a land 
where, for many centuries, none has made us afraid, can hardly 
enter into the sense of peace those words must have given to 
people whose country had never been free from marauders and 
invaders ! But it is not only that rest which is promised and the 
return to Jerusalem, but this is the crown of the promises of the 
Anointed Saviour as the Shepherd. Jacob had cried, " From 
thence is the Shepherd the Stone of Israel " (Gen. xlix.) The 
shepherd-king had sung, " The Lord is my Shepherd." Isaiah, too, 
had proclaimed, " He shall feed His flock like a shepherd" (Is. xL) 
And now, in much more detail, Ezekiel foretells, that when the 
scattered flock shall have been collected, " My servant David," 
namely, the son of David, " shall be prince over them." King and 
Shepherd in one, gathering them in safety under His hand to enjoy 
showers of blessing, and breaking the yoke of their oppression. 
And how did He break it ? He told them how He was about to 
break it when He took this prophecy to Himself in these words : 
** I am the good shepherd : the good shepherd giveth his life for 
the sheep " (John x.) And again : — 

I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. 

And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold : them also I roust 
bring, and they shall hear my voice : and there shall be one fold, and one 
shepherd. 

Thus was it as Chief Shepherd gathering His flock that He goeth 
forth to save and rescue His single lost sheep (Matt, xviii.) : — 

How think ye ? If a man have an hmidred sheep, and one of them be 
gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the moun- 
tains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? 

And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of 
that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. 

Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of 
these little ones should perish. 

And thus again, that His dearest charge to His Apostles was to 
show love to Himself by feeding His sheep (John xxi.; And ihirt 
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very Apostle holds out to the under shepherds he left in charge the 
hope that if they fulfil that charge faithfully when the Chief Shep- 
herd shall appear, they shall receive " a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away" (i Peter vi. 4). 



LESSON CXVI. 

THE VISION OF RESURRECTION. 

B.C. 587. — EZEK. XXXvii. I — 14, 

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of 
the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was fidl of 
l;ones, 

And caused me to pass by them round about : and, behold, there were 
very many in the open valley ; and, lo, they were very dry. 

And he said unto me. Son of man, can these bones live? And I an- 
swered, O Lord God, thou knowest. 

Again, he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, 
() ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 

Thus saith the Lord God unto these bones ; Behold, I will cause breath 
to enter into you, and ye shall live : 

And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live ; and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord. 

So I prophesied as I was commanded : and as I prophesied, there was a 
noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his 
bone. 

And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and 
the skin covered them above : but there was no breath in them. 

Then said he unto me. Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, 
and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God ; Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. 

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 

Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel : behold, they say. Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost : we 
are cut off for our parts. 

Therefore prophesy and say unto them. Thus ssith the Lord God ; Be- 
hold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out 
of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. 

And ye shall know ihat I ara the LpRD, when I have opened your 
graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, 

And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you 
in your own land : then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and 
performed it, saith the Lord. 
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Comment. — While Ezekiel was yet freshly bemoaning the cap- 
tivity of the people, a vision was sent to him. The Holy Spirit, 
" who spake by the prophets,'* caused him to find himself as it were 
in the midst of the valley, perhaps the valley of Jehoshaphat, that 
ravine outside Jerusalem which is full of graves. At any rate, the 
valley was like a lonely desolate place, where some great battle ^ad 
been fought long, long ago, and was full of the whitened detached 
bones of men, all dry and bleached. The prophet was led round 
the upper edge of the valley, looking down at the hopeless sight, 
when God's voice asked of him, " Son of man, can these bones live?" 
All he could reply is, " O Lord God, Thou knowest.'' Then he was 
bidden to chant forth in his voice of prophecy the wondrous call to 
the bones to live, for God would call them together, and cover them 
with sinews and flesh, and restore their skin. 

As he obeyed, "behold, there was a shaking." Bone sought 
out its bone, the dry white remnants came together once more, 
the sinews (those ropes of the human machine) came back, the 
muscles and flesh returned, the skin veiled them ; the perfect 
figures were there, but still lay dead and lifeless. Then God bade 
the prophet call aloud upon the wind, the breath, the Spirit, to 
breathe on these slain. And it came. Life filled them once more, 
and each rose to his feet a living man, till they were an exceeding 
great army. 

God Himself read the promise first conveyed by this wonderful 
and awful vision. Dead in like manner lay the Jewish people — 
slain, helpless, defeated (Psalm cxli. 7) : — 

Our bones lie scattered before the pit, 

Like as when one breaketh and heweth wood upon the earth. 

But when the time should be come (Jeremiah's seventy years), 
the voice of Cyrus should call them together. The disjointed 
members of their commonwealth should seek each other out, God 
should breathe His Holy Spirit of life upon and among them 
again, and they should know that He was their Lord, as they had 
never known it before, for they should never fall back into their 
old idolatries. 

Such was the first interpretation and first fulfilment ; but there is 
no doubt that the meaning went on far, far fiirther, and that Ezekiel 
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and Daniel at least so understood it, though it may have been hid 
from common Jewish eyes. Truly, Ezekiel had seen (Joel iii.) — 

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision : 

For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision. 

* Son of man " — the Name he is always called by— was never ap- 
plied to any other save the Son of man, who has told us that (John 

V. 25)— 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God : and they that hear shall 
live. 

For as the Father hath life in himself ; so hath he given to the Son to 
have life in himself; 

And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is 
the Son of man. 

Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice, 

And shall come forth ; they that have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life : and they that have done evil, imto the resurrection of damnation. 

Already Ezekiel beheld how, when the trumpet shall sound, the 
dust of millions on millions shall come together again — bone to 
bone, sinew to sinew. How these things can be, man cannot tell, 
but the Lord who made can restore their very hmbs — this very 
body that we inhabit. Our self, or soul, dieth not, and is only parted 
from it : but the Son of God, who liveth and was dead, the first- 
fruits of them that slept, can bring our full being back again, soul 
and body. So that from every churchyard and graveyard, from 
forgotten old tombs, from deserted battle-fields, from wayside 
graves where robbers have hid their bloody deeds, from the great, 
deep, pure grave of the sea, shall arise that exceeding great army, 
and we shall stand on our feet. 

For you and I shall be there — 

" I believe in the Resurrection of the dead, and the Life ever- 
lasting — Amen." 
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LESSON CXVII. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF GEDALIAH, 

B.C. 587.— J ER. xl. 2 — 13. 

And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and said unto him, The 
Lord thy God hath pronounced this evil upon this place. 

Now the Lord hath brought it, and done according as he hath said : be- 
cause ye have sinned against the Lord, and have not obeyed his voice, 
therefore this thing is come upon you. 

And now, behold, I loose thee this day from the chains which were upon 
thine hand. If it seem good unto thee to come with me into Babylon, 
come, and I will look well unto thee : but if it seem ill unto thee to come 
with me into Babylon, forbear : behold, all the land is before thee : whither 
it seemeth good and convenient for thee to go, thither go. 

Now while he was not yet gone back, he said, Go back also to Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon hath 
made governor over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the 
people : or go wheresoever it seemeth convenient* unto thee to go. So the 
captain of the guard gave him victuals and a reward, and let him go. 

Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah : and 
dwelt with him among the people that were left in the land. 

Now when all the captains of the forces which were in the fields, even 
they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam governor in the land, and had committed unto him men, 
and women, and children, and of the poor of the land, of them that were 
not carried away captive to Babylon ; 

Then they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of Netha- 
niab, and Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah. 

And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan sware unto them 
and to their men, saying. Fear not to serve the Chaldeans : dwell in the 
land, and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you. 

As for me, behold, I will dwell at Mizpah, to serve the Chaldeans, which 
will come unto us : but ye, gather ye wine, and summer fruits, and oil, and 
put them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities that ye have taken. 

Likewise when all the Jews that were in Moab, and among the Ammo- 
nites, and in Edom, and that were in all the countries, heard that the king 
of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, and that he had set over them 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan : 

Even all the Jews returned out of all places whither they were driven, 
and came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah, imto Mizpah, and gathered 
wine and summer fruits very much. 

Moreover, Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces 
that were in the fields, came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, 

* Suitable. 
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And said unto him, Dost thou certainly know that Baalis the king of 
the Ammonites hath sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to slay thee? 
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam believed them not 

Then Johanan the sun of Kareah spake to Gedaliah in Mizpah secretly, 
saying. Let me go, I pray thee, and I will slay Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah, and no man shall know it : wherefore should he slay thee, 
that all the Jews which are gathered unto thee should be scattered, and 
the remnant in Judah perish ? 

But Gedaliah tlie son of Ahikam said unto Johanan the son of Kareah, 
Thou shalt not do this thing : for thou speakest falsely of Ishmael. 

Now it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, and the princes of the 
king, even ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to 
Mizpah ; and there they did eat bread together in Mizpah. 

Then arose Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men that were 
with him, and smote Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan 
with the sword, and slew him, whom the king of Babylon had made 
governor over the land. 

Ishmael also slew all the Jews that were with him, even with Gedaliah, 
at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans that were found there, and the men of war. 

And it came to pass the secotid day after he had slain Gedaliah, and no 
man knew it. 

That there came certain from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, 
even fourscore men, having their beards shaven, and their clothes rent, and 
having cut themselves, with offerings and incense in their hand, to bring 
them to the house of the Lord. 

And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went forth from Mizpah to meet 
them, weeping all along as he went : and it came to pass, as he met them, 
he said unto them. Come to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. 

And it was so, when they came into the midst of the city, that Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah slew them, and cast them into the midst of the pit, he, 
and the men that were with him. 

But ten men were found among them that said unto Ishmael, Slay u« 
not : for we have treasures in the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, 
and of honey. So he forbare, and slew them not among their brethren. 

Comment. — While Ezekiel was cheered at Chebar by visions of 
future blessing, and Daniel was receiving the mournful captives at 
Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar was besieging Babylon, having sent 
Nebuzar-adan, the captain of his guard, to finish reducing Judea, 
and charged him to protect the prophet Jeremiah. It appears that 
Jeremiah had been chained, like the other priests, and driven as far 
as Ramah (six miles) before he was distinguished from among 
them, and brought before Nebuzar-adan, who struck off his chains, 
spoke to him respectfully as one who had foretold his victory, and 
promised him honour and protection, whether he chose to stay in 
Judah or go to Babylon. Jeremiah loved the land of his fathers far 
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•too well to leave it, and repaired to Mizpah, the old watch-tower of 
.Samuel and Saul, where Gedaliah was placed as governor with a 
Chaldean guard, to watch over the poor husbandmen who had 
been left in the country. Here we may believe it was that Jeremiah 
poured forth his grief in those mournful poems, the Lamentations. 
He begins, and becomes, above all, the prophet and type of Christ 
mourning over the same Jerusalem : — 

How doth the city sit solitary, 
That was full of people ! 
How is she become as a widow, 
She that was great among the nations ! 
And princess among the provinces, 
How is she become tributary ! 
She weepeth sore in the night, 
And her tears are on her cheeks : . 
Among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her : 
' All her friends have dealt treacherously with her. 

They are become her enemies. 

Gedaliah was a good i;nan, son to Ahikam, who had saved Jeremiah 
from Jehoiakim, and grandson to Shaphan, Josiah's good recorder, 
a family who had thus always been faithful and tried to keep 
their nation patient under the Chaldean yoke, the only safe course. 
Thus Nebuzar-adan had confidence in him, and he spoke with kind- 
ness and encouragement, so that all the poor who had been scat- 
tered and hidden in the valleys and mountains, or who had fled to 
the adjoining countries, came back to their homes and farms, and 
gathered a plentiful crop of com and grapes, figs and melons. 

It seems, however, that all the army of Judah had not been within 
Jerusalem at the siege, but had been in the field, probably leading 
a wild, outlaw, robber life among the mountains. When Nebu- 
zar-adan's army was gone, these men came down, and presented 
themselves to Jeremiah. The chief was Ishmael, a person of royal 
blood, and no doubt one of those fierce princes who had forced 
Zedekiah into the Egyptian alliance^ and made him persecute Jere- 
miah. Gedaliah, however, received him in a friendly manner, 
assured him of safety under the Chaldeans, and pointed out that 
plenty of cities and lands lay empty for the possession of himself 
and his men. Ishmael seemed to agree, but no doubt he was 
jealous of Gedaliah. A peaceful life did not suit his lawless 
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habits, and he plotted with the King of Animon (1^0 had been one 
of the allies who led Zedekiah to break his oath) to kill Gedaliahy 
probably meaning to set himself up as a robber chief over the reok- 
nant. Johanan^ another of the captains, warned Gedaliah ; bat he 
was too generous and unsuspicious to listen^ and, it may be, neg- 
lected to consult Jeremiah. At a banquet at Miqpeli^ Ishmael and 
his savage comrades rose on Gedaliah, killed lum and all the Chal- 
dean garrison, and held the fort, hiding the coipses in a great under- 
ground cistern, which had been prepared by King Asa as a hiding 
place when in fear of the Israelite Baa shah. The day of this murder 
was ever after kept as a fast. Two days later, eighty pious men 
of Judah from Shechem and Shik)h appeared on their way to keep 
a mournful feast of the Tabernacles as best they could, without 
temple, altar, or priest, meaning to present thetr fruits on the 
ruined remnant of the sacred spot, but coming not with songs 
of joy, but with all signs dL mourning — even woimds — a heathen 
token of grief forbidden by Moses. Poor pilgrims ! they never 
reached the ruined shrine. The treacherous savage Ishmael came 
out to meet them, weeping as if with the same sorrow. ^ Come to 
Gedaliah," he said ; and when he had them in the fort, he slaugh- 
tered them, no doubt to procure their intended offerings as provision 
for his flight to Ammon. Only ten purchased their lives by under- 
taking to show him the stores of com and other provisions they had 
at home. The others were all hidden in the same pit of slaughter 
with Gedaliah. 

LESSON CXVIII. 

THE VENGEANCE OF yOHANAN. 
B.C. 587. — ^Jer. xli. 10 — 18 ; xlii. i — 16. 

Then Ishmael carried away captive all the residue of the people that 
were in Mizpah, even the king's daughters, and all the people that remained 
in Mizpah, whom Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had committed to 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam : and Ishmael the son of Nethaniah carried 
them away captive, and departed to go over to the Ammonites. 

But when Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces 
that were with him, heard of all the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
had done, 
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Then they took all the men, and went to fig^t with Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah, and found him by the great waters that are in Gibeon. 

Now it came to pass, that when all the people which were with Ishmael 
saw Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were 
with him, then they were glad. 

So all the people that Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah 
cast about and returned, and went unto Johanan the son of Kareah. 

But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with eight men 
and went to the Ammonites. 

Then took Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces 
that were with him, all the remnant of the people whom he had re- 
covered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that he had 
slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, even mighty men of war, and the 
women, and the children, whom he had brought again from Gibeon : 

And they departed, and dwelt in the liabitation of Chimham, which is by 
Beth-lehem, to go to enter into Egypt, 

Because of the Chaldeans : for they were afraid of them, because Ish- 
mael the son of Nethaniah had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, whom 
the king of Babylon made governor in the land. 

Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
Jezaniah the son of Hoshaiah, and adl the people from the least even unto 
the greatest, came near, 

A^d said unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we beseech thee, our supplica- 
tion be accepted before thee, and pray for us unto the Lord thy God, even 
for all this remnant ; (for we are left but a few of many, as thine eyes do 
behold us :) 

That the Lord thy God may shew us the way wherein we may walk, and 
the thing that we may do. 

Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I have heard you ; behold, I 
will pray unto the Lord your God accordir^ to your words ; and it shall 
come to pass, that whatsoever thing the Lord shall answer you, I will 
declare it unto you ; I will keep nothing back from you. 

Then they said to Jeremiah, The Ix)RD be a true and faithful witness 
between us, if we do not even according to all things for the which the 
Lord thy God shall send thee to us. 

Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the 
Lord our God, to whom we send thee ; that it may be well with us, 
when we obey the voice of the Lord our God. 

And it came to pass after ten days, that the word of the Lord came unto 
Jeremiah. 

Then called he Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the 
forces which were with him, and all the people from the least even to the 
greatest, 

And said nnto them, Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, unto 
whom ye sent me to present your supplication before him ; 

If ye will still abide in this land, then will I build you, and not pull you 
down, and I will plant you, and not pluck you up : for I repent me of the 
evil that I have done imto you. 

Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are afraid ; be not 
afraid of him, saith the Lord: for I am with }oa to save you, and to 
deliver you from his hand. 

A A 2 
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And I will shew mercies unto you, that he may have mercy upon you, 
and cause you to return to your own land. 

But if ye say, We will not dwell in this land, neither obey the voice ol 
the Lord your God, 

Saying, No ; but we will go into the land of Egypt, where we shall sec 
no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread; and 
there will we dwell : 

And now therefore hear the word of the Lord, ye remnant of Judah ; 
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel ; If ye wholly set your 
faces to enter into Egypt, and go to sojomTi there ; 

Then it shall come to pass, that the sword, which ye feared, shall overtake 
you there in the land of Egypt, and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, 
shall follow close after you tnere in Egypt ; and there ye shall die. 

Comment. — The purpose of the savage Ishmael in murdering 
Gedaliah was to carry ofif a large colony, including Zedekiah's 
daughters, who it appears had been left at Mizpah, to live under the 
protection of the King of Ammon, probably among those moun- 
tain fastnesses of Hermon and Libanus, which have in all times 
been the strongholds of robbers. Those who were unwilling to go 
he dragged with him by force ; but while he was still collecting his 
convoy from the stores of the recent harvest and vintage, a rival 
captain of the late army, Johanan the son of Kareah, attacked 
him near the great pools of Gibeon, the scene of the battle of the 
champions of Abner and Joab. There was a great battle, and all 
the people whom the hateful murderer Ishmael had collected by 
the terror of his name went over to Johanan, so that Ishmael, 
totally defeated, escaped to his friends the Ammonites with only 
eight companions. 

Johanan did not dare to go back to Mizpah, lest the Chaldeans, 
who were besieging Tyre, should suppose him the murderer of their 
officer Gedaliah, and take vengeance upon him ; but he took up 
his abode at Beth-Jehem, in the habitation of Chimham. This, be 
it remembered, was the name of Barzillai's son, or grandson, who 
went with David to enjoy the reward the old man had refused, and 
it is thence inferred that David had made that reward his own 
estate at Beth-lehem. The place was no doubt chosen by Johanan 
for its nearness to the wild hills and caverns above the Dead Sea, a 
refuge at any time, and likewise because it lay full on the road to 
Egypt, whither Johanan and his friends wished to escape from the 
anger of the Chaldeans. Still they treated Jeremiah with much 
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reverence, and begged for his prayers, promising to obey the Lord 
implicitly. Very solemnly did they take that engagement to submit 
to whatever they should be commanded, whether good or bad. Do 
not we often promise in this manner, when after all it may turn out 
that the one thing we are commanded is the one thing we will 
not do? 

Jeremiah spent ten days in prayer. Then God's will was re- 
vealed to him. He may have been in doubt, because Moses had 
foretold that after the great horror of the siege there should be a 
going into Egypt ; but that was to be by ships. And Isaiah had 
also spoken of cities in Egypt speaking the language of Canaan. 
Both these were to be fulfilled, but not yet. For God commanded 
Johanan and the people to remain where they were, promising them 
safety from the Chaldeans, if they would only submit, but if they 
chose to go down into Egypt, in order to be in a peaceful country, 
out of sight of man, they were assured that the war which they 
dreaded should follow them thither. Nebuchadnezzar had done 
his worst in Judea, but by going to Egypt they would put them- 
selves in the very path of the destroyer again. Nay, God had, 
through Ezekiel, promised Egypt as a reward to the Chaldeans for 
the labours they were undergoing in the siege of Tyre» So the 
question, whether to go down into Egypt, was the test whether the 
sufferings of the men of Judah had taught them faith and obedience. 



LESSON CXIX. 

JEREMIAH CARRIED INTO EGYPT. 
B.C. 586.— J ER. xliii. 

And it came to pass, that when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking 
unto all the people all the words of the Lord their God for which the 
JLoRD their God had sent him to them, even all these words, 

Then spake Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan the son of Kareah, 
and all the proud men, saying unto Jeremiah, Thou speakest falsely ; the 
Lx)RD our God hath not sent thee to say. Go not into Egypt to sojourn 

there : 

But Baruch the son of Neriah setteth thee on against us, for to deliver us 
Into the Imnd of the Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, and carry 
us away captives into Babylon. 



352$ SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN. [less. 

So Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the raptaitts of the €»oes, and 
all the people, obeyed not the voice of the Lord, to dwell in the land of 
Judah. But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the caj)tain.s of tiie forces, 
took all the remnant of Jndah, that were returned from all nations, whither 
they had been driven, to dwell in the land of Jndah ; 

Even men, and women, and children, and the king's daughters, and 
every person that Nebnzar-adan the captain of the guard had left with 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shai^ian, and Jeremiah thepn^het, 
and Baruch the son of Neriah. 

So they came into the land of Egypt : ibr they obeyed not the v(»ce of 
the Lord : thus came they even to Tahpanhes. 

Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah m Tahpanhes^ sayings 

Take great stcmes in thine hand, and hide them in the €^ in the brick- 
kiln, which is at the entry of Pharaoh's house in Tahpanhes in the si^t 
of the men of Judah ; 

And say unto them. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israd ; 
Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadnezxar the kmg of Babylon, my 
servant, and will set his throne upon these stones that I have hid ; and 
he shall spread his royal pavilion over them. 

And when he cometh, ne shall smite the land of Egypt, and ddWer sndi 
as are for death to deadi ; and such as are for captivity to captlTity ; and 
such as are Ibr the sword to the sword. 

And I will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of £^ypt ; and he 
shall bum them, and carry them away captives : and he shall array himsdf 
with the land of Egypt, as a shepifaad putteth on his garment ; and he 
shall go forth from thence in peace. 

He shall break also the images of Beth-shemesh,*fhat is in the land of 
Egypt ; and dte houses of the gods of the Egyptians shall he bum with fire. 

Comment. —Johanan and his company had prmnised to obey, 
whatever Jeremiah might give them as a message from the Lord. 
But when they found that it did not suit their self-willed intentions, 
they answered that it was not the trae word of the Lord, but that 
Jeremiah had been set on by Baruch, who was a man of rank, and 
had always been on the side of submission to the Chaldeans. So 
their submission had been a mere pretence, only lasting till their will 
was crossed. We had better take care it is not the same with ours. 

Not content with themselves acting in disobedience, they seized 
upon the prophet himself and Baruch, and carried them by force 
in their disobedient march to Egypt. There they established 
themselves at Tahpanhes, a place on the eastern side of the Delta 
of the Nile, where they flattered themselves they were secure from 
their enemies. But no sooner were the caravan arrived in Egypt 
than, by God's command, Jeremiah took large stones and placed 

* The House of the Sun. 
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them in the clay, or loam, round the brick-kiln of Tahpanhes, pro- 
phesying that over those very stones Nebuchadnezzar's throne 
should shortly be standing. There he would portion out the con- 
quered as before at Jerusalem, '' such as are for death to death, 
such as are for captivity to captivity;" he should carry o£f the gods 
of Egypt as trophies, and in especial destroy those of Beth-shemesh, 
or " The House of the Sun ^ called On in Joseph's time, Heliopolis 
in Greek. The headstrong Jews had only fled to endure the 
horrors of war a second time. 

This is the last we know of the great prophet Jeremiah. One 
report, and the most likely, states, that the people rose upon him 
and stoned him at Tahpanhes, and that St Paul joins him with 
Isaiah when he says " they were stoned, they were sawn asunder." 
Another represents him and Baruch as being rescued and kindly 
treated by Nebuchadnezzar, and brought to Babylon. We do not 
know. The latter end of the second great prophet, the special 
type of the Man of Sorrows, is a mystery. We only know of his 
wailings and his hope. 

We know too that Nebuchadnezzar did invade Egypt, and twice 
overran the Delta, making it an easy conquest, probably in the 
course of his siege of Tyre, which occupied him thirteen whole 
years, before he succeeded in finally reducing the fierce and wealthy 
merchant princes whose fall had been foretold by Uaiah, Jeremiah, 
and EzekieL The mighty realm figured in his dream by the head 
of gold had now reached the height of its glory. 



LESSON CXX. 

THE MOURNING OP THE EXILES, 

About rc 585.— Psalm cxxxviL ; Obadiah. 

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down. 

Yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. 

We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereofl 

For there they that earned us away captive required of us a s /ng: 

And they that wasted ns required of us mirth. 

Saying, Sing us (nie of the songs of ZioiL 
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^A^Ae Lord's song in a strange land? 
^•^^^J^Iu^O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.* 
*^- y^^ ■■■iiw*r thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of m^ 



^j^^gHriiDt Jenisalem above my chief joy. 



O Lord, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem ; 
lUset it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof, 



of Babylon, who art to be destroyed ; 
siudl he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. 
^ shall he be, 
tiJ^eth and dasheth thy little ones against the stones. 

^^HIDISNT. — ^Whether this Psalm were actually composed in the 

^gyilts of the captivity at Babylon, or somewhat later, it is a most 

^ggHli^ description of the sorrowful Levite — never again to sing 

^ ^ marble stairs of the Temple ; never again to have his eyes 

Jli^ned by the mountains or the sea of his native land, fruitful 

£ljj«ae^ snowy Hermon, wooded Lebanon, crowned Moriah^ or red 

2lll^; but, amid the flat marshy meadows of broad, sluggish 

Ki|)brates, hanging his harp upon the willows that drooped their 

IH^ branches over the water. 

Meanwhile he is called on by the Babylonians to exhibit his art, 
^nd sing the famed songs of Zion. No, indeed, he cries. If he 
Hnget Jerusalem, and use his sacred gift only to win the favour of 
liis enemies, may his right h^nd lose her skill to play, may his 
tongue lose the power to sing ! 

It gives an additional reality, as it were, to this Psalm, to findi 
that the Weeping Willow, so common here now, is really this very 
willow of Babylon, and first came from thence. The Latin name is 
Salix Babylonica, Lord Wellesley, elder brother of the great Duke 
of Wellington, not only presented several of these trees to the 
playing-fields of his old school, Eton College, but wrote a Latin 
poem calling on those who looked at them drooping over the 
Thames to remember what had brought the captives to their 
mournful condition. 

It is said that the very last place where the use of David's harp 
lingered, was one of the cities that sprang up near the ruins of 
Babylon, so that some Jews must have imparted their skill But 

• Skill. t Tear it down to the bottom. 
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the Levite's cry, " If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand 
forget her cunning," is one for all to remember. Let the service of 
God and the Church be our first care. Let us never forget that 
in whatever talent or gift we have. And is not music a gift that 
may be specially made to serve Him, and of which He should have 
His first fruits? 

The latter part of the Psalm is prophecy of denunciation against 
both the Edomites and Babylon itself. The Edomites had, it 
seems, joined the enemy, and shown their fierce hatred by cries of 
" Down with it ; down with it ! " rejoicing in the fall of the city of 
the younger brother who had the birthright. 

The prophet Obadiah, though living long ago in the time of 
Uzziah, had exactly described the conduct of these Edomites, and 
pronounced their sentence. 

The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee. 

Thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high ; 

That saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground ? 

Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, 

And though thou set thy nest among the stars, 

Thence will I bring thee down, saith the Lord. 

Shall I not in that day, saith the Lord, even destroy the wise men 

out of Edom, 
And understanding out of the mount of Esau ? 
And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed. 
To the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be cut off by 

slaughter. 
For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, 
And thou shalt be cut off for ever. 
In the day that thou stoodest on the other side,* 
In the day that the strangers carried away captive his forces. 
And foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, 
Even thou wast as one of them. 
But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother in the 

day that he became a stranger : 
Neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in 

the day of their destruction ; 
Neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of distress. 
Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people in the 

day of their calamity ; 
Yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction in the day of 

their calamity, 
Nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of their calamity ; 

* Our translation has the past tense, it really is the future. 
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Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off those 

of his that did escape ; 
Neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did 

remain in the day c^ disbness. 
For the day of the LosD is near upon all the heathen : 
As thou ha^t done, 
It shall be done unto thee : 
Thy reward shall return upon thine own head. 

Those wonderful rock-built cities of Edom, Petra, and Bozrali, 
whose remnants cut in the solid rock are still the marvel of 
travellers, should not protect her. Isaiah, too, had spoken her 
doom of desolation. The fulfilment was long in coming, but it 
came, and at this moment Edom lies utterly silent and waste, un- 
inhabited, save for the robber Arabs who prowl about and make it 
in general too perilous an exploit to visit those wondrous remnants 
of the sons of Esau. The Psalmist almost repeats Obadiah's 
words, " As thou hast done, it shall be done imto thee,** and pro- 
nounces a blessing on him who should fulfil God's wilL 

Babylon, for all her magnificence, was under a like doom, which 
Isaiah had pronounced long ago, long before her greatness ; and 
Ezekiel and Jeremiah were pouring forth fresh prophecies of her 
entire fall The captive singer joins with them in blessing the man 
who should carry out this terrible decree. We must not take the 
words as expressing an actual desire to see infants dashed against 
the stones, but as a kind of saying to express that the city should 
be entirely conquered by an avenging foe, who should return on her 
the blood of the Jewish babes who had perished at the head of 
every jstreet. This prophecy of the miseries of an assault was not 
fulfilled in the first taking of Babylon, which many of the present 
exiles lived to see, but in the second, after she had rebelled against 
Darius Hystaspes. When we say or chant the Psalm we should 
regard Babylon and Edom as meaning the wickedness of the world 
and the flesh, ever trying to triumph over the Church and her 
children. And the little ones who are to be dashed against the 
stones are the little enticements and temptations with which they 
would lead us away, and which will soon grow mighty if we are 
not happy enough to dash them against the stones at the very first 



cxxi.] THE THREE CHILDREN IN THE FIRE, 363 



LESSON CXXI. 

THE THREE CHILDREN IN THE EIRE, 

About b.c. 585.— Dan. iii. 

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was 
threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits : he set it up in -the 
plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the kin^; sent to gather together the princes, the 
governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the 
sherifis, and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of 
the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 

Then an hexald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, 
and languages, 

That at what time ye hear the sound of the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up : 

And whoso iaikth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast 
into tltt nudst of a burning fiery furnace. 

Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the comet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the people, the 
nations, and the kmguage^ fell down and worshipped the golden image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the kmg had set up. 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans eame near, and accused the 
Jews. 

They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king^ live for ever. 

Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the 
sound of the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all 
kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the golden image : 

And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast 
into the midst of a burning flery furnace. 

There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the afiairs of the pro* 
▼ince of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego ; these men, O king, 
have not regarded thee : they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and furv commanded to bring 
Shadiach, Meshach, and Abed-n^o. Then tney brought th^e men 
before the king 

Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them. Is it trae, O Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the 
golden image which I have set up? 

Now if ye fall down and worship the image which I have made ; well : 
but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace ; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my 
hands? 
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered, and said to the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 

If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 

But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was 
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego : therefore he spake, 
and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more 
than it was wont to be heated. 

And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and to cast them into the burning fiery 
furnace. 

Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, 
aiid their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. 

Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace 
exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego. 

^ And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down 
bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and 
spake, and said unto his counsellors. Did not we cast three men bound into 
the midst of the fire? They answered, and said unto the king, True, O 
king. 

He answered, and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of 
the fire, and they have no hurt ; and the form of the fourth is like the Son 
of God. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery 
furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye ser- 
vants of the most high God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach^ 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the midst of the fire. 

And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, 
being gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no 
power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats 
changed, nor the sinell of fire had passed on them. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said. Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his ser- 
vants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded 
their bodies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their 
own God. 

Therefore I make a decree. That every people, nation, and language, 
which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dung- 
hill : because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. 

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-n^o, in the 
province of Babylon. 

Comment. — ^We go back to Babylon, the magnificent city where 
Nebuchadnezzar had settled the noblest of his captives. What was 
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the exact year of what we are here told we do not know— whether 
before the captivity of Zedekiah or after — but it must have been after 
the four captive princes had reached man's estate, though they 
were probably still very young. If it were the year after Jerusalem 
was taken, they would have been a little over twenty. The King of 
Babylon, remembering perhaps his dream, raised this huge idol. 
It seems not to have been a human figure, but a column ninety feet 
high, with a head of gold at the top. There is a pedestal of brick 
on the table-land of Dura not far from Babylon, which may have 
been its base. It is likely that he meant it to represent himself, 
and that when he gathered officers of all kinds together to worship 
it, it was to gather up their homage to himself as an absolutely 
divine sovereign. The Babylonians were very fond of music in 
their feasts, and some of the instruments here mentioned seem to 
have come from the Greeks in Asia Minor. The horrible punish- 
ment of being thrown into a furnace was not uncommon at Babylon, 
where great kilns for tiles and other clay works were numerous. 
Daniel was probably employed in some distant province, for the 
three comrades he had led in their early self-denial bore the trial 
alone, without him, their prophet leader. And how steadily and 
simply they met the fierce words of the king — the man whom no 
one durst oppose ! " Our God,*' they said, ** is able to deliver us 
from the fire and He will ; but if not, still we will never serve 
thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up." 
What a difference between their steadiness and the king's rage and 
savage cruelty ! What a wonderful scene — the fiames bursting forth 
so far as to destroy the guards ; the three youths bound fast in their 
wide Eastern trousers, tunics, mantles, perhaps turbans, thrown into 
the fire ; the king starting up terrified, asking if there were not 
three bound men thrown in, while now he saw four men loose, walk- 
ing unhurt in the fiery glow. " And the form of the fourth is like 
the Son of God!" 

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee ; ' 
And through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee : 
When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; 
Neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. — (Isaiah xliii. 2.) 

Such had been His promise. So He fulfilled it. So it was that 
St. Stephen looked up to heaven and beheld Him standing at 
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God's right hand. So, when St Paul stood before Nero, and no 
man was with him, the Lord stood by him to save him. So is 
He ever ready ** to succour all them who suffer for Him." Only 
believe, and act as firmly as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, 
and He is as ready as ever to bear you through the sevenfold 
flames. 

The victory was theirs. Instead of adoring Nebuchadnezzar's 
idol, they had forced him to own their God, and he sent out his 
decree forbidding one word to be spoken against Him who could 
deliver by miracles. There are two chapters added to the Book of 
Daniel in the Greek version, one of which describes that when they 
were thrown into the fire an angel came, **' And made the midst of 
the furnace as it had been a moist whistling wind, so that the fire 
touched them not at all, neither hurt nor troubled them ;'' and then 
goes on to g^ve the hynm they sang in the furnace, an unbroken 
song of praise from all the woiks of creation, much like the 148th 
Psalm. It is a hynm that our Church uses still : — 

** O all ye works of the Lord, bless ye the Lord, 
Praise him and magnify him for ever ! " 

It is used as praise — indeed, not only such praise as the '^Te 
Deum," because it glorifies Him only as Creator, not also as 
Redeemer. 



LESSON CXXII. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S LETTER, 

About ac 570. — Daniel iv. i — 18. 

Nebuchadnezzar the king, mito all people, nations, and languages, that 
dwell in all the earth ; Peace be multiplied imto you. 

I thought it good to show the signs and wonders that the h^ God hath 
wrought toward me. 

How great are his signs ! and how mighty are his wonders ! his kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is fix>m generation to 
generation. 

I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my 

palace : 

I saw a dream which made lat ^inSA, «xA >i!kfc xk^^^s^^^ts upon my bed 
and the visions of my head iTOubYed m^. 
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Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babvlon before 
me, that they might make known unto me the interpretation of the dream. 

Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 
soothsayers : and I told the dream before them ; but they did not make 
knoMm unto me the interpretation thereof. 

But at the last Daniel came in before me (whose name was Beltesbazzar, 
according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy 
gods :) and before him I told the dream, saying, 

Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit 
of the holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions 
of my dream that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof. • 

Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed ; I saw, and behold a tree 
in the midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great. 

The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto 
heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth : 

The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was 
meat for all : the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of 
the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it. 

1 saw in the visions of mv head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher, an 
holy one came down from heaven ; 

He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his 
branches, shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit : let the beasts get 
away from under it, and the fowls from his branches : 

Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band 
of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field ; and let it be wet with the 
dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the 
earth : 

Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given 
unto him ; and let seven times * pass over him. 

This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the 
word of the holy ones : to the intent that the living may know that the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, 
and setteth up over it 3ie basest of men. 

This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, 
declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the whe men of my king- 
dom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation : but thou art 
able ; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee. 

Comment. — This chapter actually is the copy of a letter ad- 
dressed by Nebuchadnezzar himself to all the various nations under 
his dominion. It is very remarkable how this heathen conqueror 
was brought step by step to know God — by his dream, by the fulfil- 
ment of prophecies of old, by the deliverance of the three martyr 
princes, after which he acknowledged God, and now, by his own 
chastisement, after which he proclaims and glorifies Him. What 
would have hardened Pharaoh's heart opened and touched that of 

* Years, or half-years, or months. 
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Nebuchadnezzar into generous acknowledgment of his error. Shall 
he not be one of those who shall come from the east and from the 
west, from the north and from the south, when the children of the 
kingdom are shut out ? 

Again, Nebuchadnezzar had dreamt a dream. He saw a magni- 
ficent tree, spreading wide, reaching high, sheltering multitudes of 
animals, and with birds nestling in its leaves. But, in the midst of 
its glory, one of the holy ones of heaven who bear watch over the 
earth came down and bade that it should be cut down and over- 
thrown — yet not to utter destruction, the stump should remain in 
the tender grass of the field. Then, changing from the tree to the 
person it signified, it was foretold that his heart should be changed 
from that of a man to that of a beast for seven times, namely years ; 
and this would be a proof to all that the Most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will. 

Again, Nebuchadnezzar called on his magicians, and on Daniel 
or Belteshazzar above all. No wonder Daniel stood dismayed and 
astonished at what such a dream foreboded to the mighty king and 
conqueror in the midst of his city, " the lady of kingdoms," the 
glory of the Chaldee's excellency. 

Such a city we can scarce conceive. Situated on either side of 
the Euphrates, it was almost a province enclosed within waDs, 
built of unbumt bricks, with ramparts against them, so broad 
that four chariots could drive abreast on the top. A deep moat 
lay beneath, assisting in the admirable system of irrigation. A 
hundred brazen gates guarded the issues of the streets, which 
were laid out regularly, with houses of several storeys high, built 
round courts. The river was protected by gratings of brass, 
which could be closed in time of war. Gardens were kept in 
choice order, and Nebuchadnezzar himself had gratified his Median 
wife with an imitation of her native hills, by raising an artifi- 
cial mountain laid out in terraces, and planted with shrubs and 
flowers. These were the " hanging gardens," reputed as one of the 
wonders of the world. Their moimd can still be traced. 

Nebuchadnezzar built a splendid palace for himself, and carried 
out many valuable works for the " city of his royalty," as he calls 
Babylon in his inscriptions, quays on the Euphrates, a lake to drain 
off the waters, many Temples — and, above aU, that of Bel. It was 
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a restoration of what seems to have been the Tower of Babel, 
and was in seven diminishing stages, faced with shining enamelled 
tiles in honour of the colours of the seven planets — black, white, 
purple, blue, red, silver for the moon, and gold for the sun at the 
top, where was a platform with a Temple, containing a golden 
table, where dainty food was nightly spread for BeL Everything 
here was of gold ; and verily both the Temple and the whole 
Chaldean city was so magnificent ; the pei^ple so warlike and yet 
so orderly ; the arts had come to such perfection ; the sciences * 
had made such progress, that it seemed as though the old attempt 
of Babel were being renewed, not by building the fabric to scale 
the heaven, but by raising himian power and skill to measure itself 
with heavenly might. And, in the midst, came this warning 
dream ! 



LESSON CXXIII. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S MADNESS. 

B.C. 570.— Daniel iv. 19—37. 

Then Daniel, wh«se name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, 
and his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, 
let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar 
answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the 
interpretation thereof to thine enemies. 

The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height 
reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth ; 

Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat 
for all ; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches 
the fowls of the heaven had their habitation : 

It is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong : for thy greatness 
is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the 

earth. 

And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from 
heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it ; yet leave the 
stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, 
in the tender grass of the field ; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, 
and let his portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven times pas6 
over him ; 

• Astronomy, till within the last 300 years, went little beyond that of Chaldea ; and 
the treatises on other sciences recently deciphered, prove to us that " the head of gold 
tras a wise head> far beyond what we are in the habu of ascribing to the Oriental, 
VOL. III. B B 
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. This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the Most 
High, which is come upon my lord the king : 

That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the 
beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they 
shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, 
till thou know that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whomsoever he will. 

And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots ; thy 
kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the 
heavens do rule. 

Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break 
off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the 
poor ; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity. 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 

At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of 
Babylon, 

The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built 
for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour 
of my majesty? 

While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, 
saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is 
departed from thee. 

And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the 
beasts of the field : they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven 
times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the Most High ruleth in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 

The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar : and he was 
driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles* feathers, and his nails 
like birds' claws. 

And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto 
heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the Most 
High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose domi- 
nion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to 
generation : 

And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing : and he 
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabit- 
ants of the earth : and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What 
doest thou? 

At the saine time nij^feason returned unto me ; and for the glory of my 
kingdom, mi)i^jk(^our-titnd brightness returned unto me ; and my counsel- 
lors and my lorW'Sought unto me ; and I was established in my kingdom, 
and excellent majesty was added unto me. 

Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, 
all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment : and those that walk in 
pride he is able to abase. 



Comment. — Daniel was stunned with sorrow and grief, for the 
great-hearted king had been a friendly master to him for more than 



cxxiii.] NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S MADNESS. 371 

thirty years ; but bad as his tidings were, he boldly told them forth ; 
and it is worth noting that Nebuchadnezzar seems to have listened 
patiently, without any burst of anger towards the interpreter. And 
there was hope given him. His kingdom would not be taken from 
him, and if he broke off his sins, and showed mercy instead of 
cruelty, he should meet with mercy in judgment. 

We may believe that the king did show mercy to his prisoners,, but 
he did not lay aside his pride. Many a wedge-shaped inscription 
boasts of his magnificent work ; and as he walked in his palace he 
glorified himself: "Is not this great Babylon that /have builded?" 
O let us beware in all that we achieve of seeing " great Babylons 
that we have builded ! *' During his boast, the sentence from heaven 
came, and he was struck with a disease such as sometimes occurs ; 
a kind of madness, when the unhappy person believes himself an 
animal — generally a wolf— and adopts, as far as possible, all its 
habits. The frightful growth of nails and of hair was part of the 
disease, and so was the desire to eat grass, grovelling on the 
ground in the dews of night like a wretched outcast beast, instead 
of the mighty King of the East. It was as great a casting down 
as that when the tongues were confounded at Babel before. And, 
very remarkably, a diseased carelessness of the person is said to 
be often the consequence of disappointed pride. 

For seven times the king continued in this horrible state of 
humiliation. It is questionable how long this means. Some have 
thought it seven years, but it is niuch more likely to have been 
seven months. Bellabarisuk, the father of his daughter's husband, 
is said in the inscriptions to have governed during this interval, 
and he even called himself king ; but when Nebuchadnezzar awoke 
to his senses again, he found his kingdom faithful, and thereupon 
put forth this grand confession, addressed to all his people. It is 
one of the noblest proclamations ever made by any king — Jew, 
Gentile, or Christian. " I praise and extol the King of Heaven, all 
whose works are truth, and His ways judgment ; and them that 
walk in pride He is able to abase.** So worthy and excellent are 
the last words of the great King of Babylon. He died not long 
after his restoration, having reigned forty-three years; and the 
kingdom descended to his son, Evil-merodach, of whom we read 
in the Second Book of Kings, ch. xxv.: — 

B B 2 




372 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN. [less. 

And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of 
Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the seven and twentieth 
day of the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the year that 
he began to reign did lift up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of 
prison ; 

And he spake kindly to him, and set his throne above the throne of the 
kings that were with him in Babylon ; 

And changed his prison garments : and he did eat bread continually 
before him all the days of his life. 

And his allowance was a continual allowance given him of the king, a 
daily rate for every day, all the days of his life. 

Zedekiah had probably died in his prison, but his nephew, 
Jehoiachin, a boy when led away, was now grown old in at least 
forty years of captivity. He had been written childless by Jere- 
miah, and it is believed, that, finding himself and Daniel the last of 
the line of Solomon, he adopted Salathiel the son of Neri, a de- 
scendant of Nathan, also a son of David and Bathsheba, and that 
therefore Salathiel is called his son in our Lord's genealogy in St. 
Matthew, and the son of his real father, Neri, in that of St. Luke. 
It was most likely Daniel's influence that led to this relenting 
towards the repentant king; but Evil-merodach did not reign 
long, being murdered, RC. 559, by Neriglissar, son to Bellabarisuk, 
and husband to one of his sisters. This man only reigned three 
years, and then was succeeded by his son, a mere boy, who after 
nine months was set aside and killed by one Nabonad, B.C. 555. 
There is reason to suppose that this man had also married a 
daughter of Nebuchadnezzar, and that she was the mother of the 
son Belshazzar, whom the clay cylinders found on the banks of the 
Euphrates speak of as joined with him in the throne. Nabonad 
seems to have reigned at Borsippa, and Belshazzar at Babylon. 



LESSON CXXIV.* 

DANIELS VISIONS. 

B.C. 537.— Dan. vii. I— 14 ; viii. 3, 4 ; 5— 11. 

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and 

▼isions of his head upon bis bed : then he wrote the dream, and told the 

sum of the matters. 

* Not for the younger. 
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Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the 
four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea. 

And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. 

The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings : I beheld till the wings 
thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand 
upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it 

And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up 
itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the 
teeth of it : and they said thus unto it. Arise, devour much flesh. 

After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the 
back of it four wings of a fowl ; the beast had also four heads ; and 
dominion was given to it. 

After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful 
and terrible, and strong exceedingly ; and it had great iron teeth : it 
devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it : 
and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it ; and it had 
ten horns. 

I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another 
little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by 
the roots : and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a 
mouth speaking great things. 

I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did 
sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the 
pure wool : his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning 
tire. 

A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him : thousand thousands 
ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stoo<l before 
him : the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 

I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn 
spake : I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and 
given to the burning flame. 

As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken 
away : yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time.* 

I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. 

And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 

f>eople, nations, and languages, should serve him : his dominion is an ever- 
asting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed. 

Comment. — It was granted to Daniel, the statesman-prophet, to 
sec emblematic visions, tracing out the whole history of the world, 
even to the end, just as St. John, nearly 600 years later, saw another 
succession of visions, reaching on even to the end. Some parts of 
these visions of Daniel are still full of mystery, because unfulfilled ; 
others have fully come to pass. It was in the reign of Belshazzar, 

* It rather means their lives had been but for a time. 
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when the glory of Chaldea, the head of gold, had nearly passed 
away, that he saw the four living things come out of the sea. The 
foremost, we may well believe, was like the majestic Lion, with 
eaglets wings and a human face, brought from these very ruins to 
the British Museum. He was Chaldea ; but those wings of con- 
quest on which Nebuchadnezzar had flown were already being 
plucked. Against it was already coming the Bear, who stood for 
the united Median and Persian power, devouring all around, and 
with three ribs in its teeth, namely, three kingdoms it should con- 
quer — Lydia, Babylon, Egypt. In a vision that Daniel had a year 
later, this Medo- Persian power, the shoulders of silver in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dreamj appeared in another form. 

Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the 
river a ram which had two horns : and the two horns were high ; but one 
was higher than the other, and the higher came up last. 

I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward ; so that 
no beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver 
out of his hand ; but he did according to his will, and became great. 

Here the Ram has two horns, because of the two nations joined in 
one — the more recent, the hardy Persian mountaineers, being 
stronger than the more ancient Medes. They were already ad- 
vancing on Babylon, but Daniel saw on to their fall The belly and 
thighs of brass had come after the silver. So now a beautiful agile 
Leopard, four winged and four headed, was the Greek power, which 
Alexander the Great so immensely extended. It had four heads, 
because on his death four kingdoms would spring up under four of 
his generals — in Syria, Egypt, Thrace, and Macedon. In the 
second vision, the Greek Empire actually appeared by the figure of 
the very animal that was the emblem of the kings of Macedon, the 
family from which Alexander sprang, and the angelic interpreter 
of the vision declared it to mean the King of Greece. 

And as I was considering, behold, an he-goat came from the west on the 
face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground : and the goat had a 
notable horn between his eyes. 

And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen .^standing 
before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power. 

And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with chder 
against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns : and there was 
no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the 
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ground, and stamped upon him : and there was none that could deliver the 
ram out of his hand. 

Therefore the he-goat waxed very great : and when he was strong, the 
great horn was broken ; and for it came up four notable ones toward the 
four winds of heaven. 

And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding 
great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant 
land. 

And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven ; and it cast down some 
of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them. 

Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him 
the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was 
cast down. 

This second vision went through more of the history than the 
first had done, showing how the He-goat of Macedon swiftly rushed 
from the west and overthrew the Ram of Persia by his vehement 
attack. The great horn was Alexander himself ; the breaking of 
it his early death at Babylon in the height of his power. Then 
forth sprouted the four horns, namely, the four kingdoms founded 
by his generals. Out of one of these four, namely Syria, came up 
a little horn, which grew, and threatened the "pleasant land,^ 
as the captive Daniel called his home. This was the savage 
Antiochus, who cruelly persecuted the Jews to make them accept 
the Greek idolatry, who cast down the stars, namely, the best and 
noblest, and stamped on them, defiled the Temple, took away the 
sacrifices, and measured himself against God. He is the little 
horn of the Greek He- goat in the second vision. But the first 
vision passes over all that, and goes on to the fourth beast, with 
teeth of iron, the most horrible and destructive of all, who mas- 
tered and trampled everything. He was the Iron of the dream, the 
Roman Empire, which, as Moses had foretold, should put a yoke 
of iron on the neck of Judah till he had consumed her. This 
beast had ten horns. They mean the ten principal nations into 
which the old Roman Empire broke up — always about ten in 
number, though not always the same. Perhaps they may now be 
counted as Italy, Germany, France, Spain, England, Portugal, 
Turkey, Austria, Greece, Holland. The number is the same as 
the ten toes of the image in the dream, and it roughly represents 
the states where there is a mixture of old Roman ideas. So far 
all has been exactly fulfilled : the rest is to come. Just as the 
Grecian Goal's fourth horn grew a little terrible one, so a dread 
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horn — some very wicked and cnid power — will grow up in one of 
the ten kingdoms, gain enormous strength, persecute the faithful, 
and reign in great power. But all shall be set right at last. For 
Daniel was permitted to look on to the end of all things, and 
behold the Ancient of Days, the Eternal, sit on His Throne of 
Judgment, a fiery stream flowing from before Him — the Book 
of Life, and the Book of the Record of Sin opened ; thousand 
thousands judged ; and the Beast, the emblem of evil dominion, 
cast into the fire, while the Son of man should reign for ever and 
for ever ! 

So, just when Judah had passed under Gentile power, her prophet 
beheld the story of the world — the four heathen empires, the perse- 
cution of Antiochus ; and, again, the ten modem powers, the deadly 
trial of faith in the last days ; and at last the everlasting Kingdom 
of Christ and of His saints. 



LESSON CXXV. 

BELSHAZZAR^S FEAST, 

B.C. 538 — Dan. V. I— 16. 

Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and 
drank wine before the thousand. 

Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and 
silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple 
which was in Jerusalem ; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his 
concubines, might drink therein. 

Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of 
the hoiLse of God which was at Jerusalem ; and Uie king, and his princes, 
his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. 

They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, 
of iron, of wood, and of stone. 

In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over 
against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace : 
and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 

Then the king's countenance was changed, and his- thoughts troubled 
him, so that the joints of his loins were looseid, and his knees smote one 
against another. 

The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the 
soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, 
Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, 
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shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a cham of gold about his neck, and 
shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

Then came in all the king's wise men : but they could not read the 
writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof. 

Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was 
changed in him, and his lords were astonied. 

Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came 
into the banquet bouse : and the queen spake and said, O king, live for 
ever : let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be 
changed : 

There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods ; 
and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the 
wisdom of the gods, was found in him ; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar 
thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, 
astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers ; 

Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, 
interpreting of dreams, and showing of hard sentences, and dissolving of 
doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar : 
now let Daniel be called, and he will shew the interpretation. 

Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the 
captivity of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry ? 

I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that 
light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 

And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, 
that they should read this writing, and make known unto me the inter- 
pretation thereof : but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing : 

And I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and 
dissolve doubts : now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to 
me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have 
a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

Comment. — It was a strange time to be giving a great feast, for 
the enemy were at the gates. The time of confusion that followed 
the death of Nebuchadnezzar had encouraged the mountain nations 
to the north to rise against the cities of the rivers. There were two 
of these nations joined together, the Medes, who lived in the fairer 
and more fertile regions around Ecbatana, and who had long ago 
conquered Nineveh, and the far more hardy and spirited Persians. 
Both descended from Japhet, and had the same religion, owning 
one great invisible good God, whom they called Ormuz, and 
adoring him, not through idols, but through the sun and fire, as the 
brightest and purest things visible. The Medes had, however, 
been a good deal corrupted and softened by the possession of 
Nineveh, while the Persians had the bravery of a mountain race 
used to hardship, and it was said that the education they gave thei' 



378 SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR CHILDREN. [less. 

sons was to teach them to ride, draw the bow, and speak the truth. 
I'he hearts of the captive Jews must have throbbed high when they 
heard that the beloved grandchild of the old King of Media, and 
heir of Persia, was named Koreish or Cyrus — Cyrus whom God 
had called by name through Isaiah, terming him "My Shepherd," 
and promising that through him Jerusalem should be re-built. 

Cyrus, a brave and noble prince, had obtained from his grand- 
father the command of his army, and ahready conquered the rich 
kingdom of Lydia, in Asia Minor, with her splendid capital, Sardis, 
and likewise all the lands about the Caspian Sea, and with a great 
force he had come into Chaldea. Nabonad, the elder king, had 
shut himself up in Borsippa, and Belshazzar his son was lording 
it in Babylon. Cyrus was at his gates, but he had no fears. 
Those enormous walls could neither be battered down nor climbed 
over, and not only were there stores of all kinds of provisions, but 
the fields and vineyards within the town prevented any danger of 
being starved out. The Jews in the strangers' quarter must have 
had many a song of Isaiah's ringing in their ears, " Babylon the 
Great is fallen, is fallen ! " but Belshazzar had no fears. A great 
festival in honour of his gods had come round. He made it more 
splendid than ever, and more full of revelry. A thousand guests 
were present, besides all the women of his palace, and all his 
people feasted and rioted in their degree. Then he bade the 
sacred bowls and other ornaments of the Temple at Jerusalem to 
be brought. Nebuchadnezzar, his grandfather, had apparently 
treated them with reverence, but the insolent young king had them 
brought out to add to the brilliancy of his riotous feast. Then it 
was, in the height of the mirth, that on the wall plaster (the 
plaster still remains in the palaces) there came forth a bodiless 
hand, and with the finger traced mysterious words. It was just 
above the candlestick — the golden candlestick with the seven 
lamps that used to stand in the Sanctuary, and foreshow the light 
of the Holy Spirit through the Church. 

There stood those words — in characters unlike the wedge-shaped 
Babylonian ones, words that no man present could read, but which 
filled all that great company with dismay and awe. No magician 
could be found who could read that dread writing. Daniel, it seems, 
had been living in retirement and forgotten in the confusion after 
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the death of Evil-merodach, but when the Queen, most likely mother 
to Belshazzar and daughter to Nebuchadnezzar, came to the king on 
hearing of his horror and distress, she counselled him to send for 
the great man, in whom was such an excellent spirit. Daniel was 
fetched accordingly, and Belshazzar proceeded to promise him 
rewards, which must have seemed absurdly worthless to him who 
knew what was coming that very night. One of them was that he 
should be third ruler in the kingdom, no doubt meaning after 
Nabonad and Belshazzar himself. 



LESSON CXXVI. 

THE WRITING ON THE WALL. 

B.C. 538— Dan. V. 17—30. 

Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thy- 
self, and give thy rewards to another ; yet I will read the writing unto the 
king, and make known to him the interpretation. 

O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a king- 
dom, and majesty, and glory, and honour : 

And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages, 
trembled and feared before him : whom he would he slew ; and whom he 
would he kept alive ; and whom he would he set up ; and whom he would 
he put down. 

But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he 
was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him : 

And he was driven from the sons of men ; and his heart was made like 
the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses : they fed him with 
grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven ; till he 
knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he 
appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 

And thou his son, O Belshazzar, bast not humbled thine heart, though 
thou knewest all this ; 

But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven ; and they have 
brought the vessels of his house before thee, aAd thou, and thy lords, thy 
wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them ; and thou hast 
praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which 
see not, nor hear, nor know : and the God in whose hand thy breath is, 
and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified : 

Then was the part of the hand sent from him ; and this writing was 

written. 

And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL. 

UPHARSIN. 
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^1i;4v >k VV «W\Mt^^'<*?ik>« of the thing : MENE ; God hath numbered 

X'i^^. t^^^k 4W ^^*^:!J*^ ia ^ hahnccs, ami art found wanting 
y^\iv . t*v> Vh^h» i^^ viwiJWE^ ani girea to the Medes and Persians. 
tV^ ^ssftM»«MK^^^^I»b»ikaa>«\ ;»]»£ tfiKir cbxhed Daniel with scarlet, and 
,*^ ^ v*J*** A. :;j^^ J»»Hw»K W !t«ci^ i3i£ im&£( * proclamation concerning 

K »w «i^<;K »«4J^ :$^<<MiJ3ir :iiit 4m^ ^'^ this Chaldeans slain. 



>,' ss*\«vv*.- ^ i»»^ ^i>S*H X)«nJol rf :&t fcng^s gifts, as he began 
Vk ;%HV*t^vw^K^ Wirt; li stem reprtMd (tm tfte young king's pride 
..^s. »K^^^»<?<v v«t*lrv, and then read and tc&plaiiied the dreadful 
>. »^-->^ "X 'rfiTfs cf his kingdom were Tnnrhccedy and he had 
^w^v M »K»i iD(4isiiie. He himself had been xKoghed in the awful 
s, ..^ji^ K ,^'n?iiie Justice, and his kingdom wiis co be broken and 
,.-^ M tV Persians. Upharsin, the word vot t&e wall, exactly 
-*K^-,^ iK? *** parting asunder, but Daniel laanaed it into the 
x_ >« **». mood P^f^Sy which was almost the same vord as Persians. 
., ^*^ sentence ! But Belshazzar plainly thongiit it was still a 
^,^^,^1^ dUngcr, and perhaps hoped that by shoving favour to 
}>^<v the wise counsellor, he might bring back the success that 
>^ jjrtcnded his grandfather. So Daniel stood to be clothed in 
^^ipljt^ with a gold chain round his neck, and heard himself pro- 
>yffM>d third ruler in the kingdom. The kingdom, indeed ! 
^-^i^f« was it? During these last weeks, which had lulled the 
yi^ylonians into security, Cyrus had been employing his troops in 
.ftjcripg trenches to open the way between the Euphrates itself and 
^ canals mad** to draw off the waters in inundations. On that 
xtry evening he had drawn up the sluices. The thick yellow 
^ream flowed away. It sank in its broad channel. The soldiers 
^tered it, and it only rose to their knees. A Greek writer, who 
could never have heard of Daniel, relates how one of the Persian 
captains observed, " The inhabitants are having a g^eat feast. 
Here is no one to watch the gates." Within the bed of the river 
they found the gates open. They passed on. Even then a wake- 
ful Babylonian could have shut the gates of the many quays on 
them, and have taken them as in a net ; but all were drinking and 
feasting in senseless mirth, till the Persians climbed up, and in the 
darkness of the night all was terror and despair ! Look back at 
the 45th chapter of Isaiah, and see the promise of the careless 
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revelry of the king, and the opening of the gates. Now read a 
few verses from Jeremjah^s description of this very night, spoken 
fifty-eight or sixty years before, at the time of the height of her 
glory. The 50th and 51st chapters are too long to quote, save 
a few of the most notable verses. 

Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among the nations^ 
prepare the nations against her, call together against her the kingdoms of 
Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz ; appoint a captain against her ; cause the 
horses to come up as the rough caterpillars. 

Prepare against her the nations with the kings of the Medes, the captains 
thereof, and all the rulers thereof, and all the land of his dominion. 

And the land shall tremble and sorrow : for every purpose of the Lord 
shall be performed against Babylon, to make the land of Babylon a deso- 
lation without an inhabitant. 

The mighty men of Babylon have forbom to fight, they have remained 
in their holds : their might hath failed ; they became as women : they have 
burned her dwelling-places ; her bars are broken. 

One post shall run to meet another, and one messenger to meet another, 
to shew the king of Babylon that his city is taken at one end, 

And that the passages are stopped, and the reeds they have burned with 
fire, and the men of war are affrighted. 

For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the Goa of Israel ; The daughter of 
Babylon is like a threshingfloor, it is time to thresh her : yet a little while, 
and the time of her harvest shall come. 

If Daniel had written the description after that night of horror 
and confusion, it could not have been more exact! Belshazzar 
died that night by the sword, but his father Nabonad resigned 
Borsippa to Cyrus, and was sent away to the Caramanian moun- 
tains. So fell the Lion with eagle's wings, according to that early 
prophecy of Isaiah : — " Babylon is fallen, is fallen ; and all the 
graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground." 

And Babylon has continued to be in prophecy the likeness of this 
wicked world, with the Church of God captive within her, living in 
her, but endeavouring not to be of her, nor turning the songs of 
Zion to be her amusement Sometimes Babylon meddles with the 
sacred things of God. Then, somehow or other, the handwriting 
on the wall shines out. Well for those who heed it ! And at the last 
St. John beholds her fall in vision. Thus he speaks (Rev. xx.) : — 

And after these things I saw another angel come down firom heaven, 
having great power ; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 

And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great if 
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fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of 
every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 
* • * • • ♦ 

And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her 
plagues. 

For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her 
iniquities. 

And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it 
into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be 
thrown down, and shall be found no more at alL 

And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, 
shall be heard no more at all in thee ; and no craftsman, of whatsoever 
craft he be, shall be found any more in thee ; and the sound ot a millstone 
shall be heard no more at all in thee ; 

And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee ; and the 
voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in 
thee : for thy merchants were the great men of the earth ; for by thy 
sorceries were all nations deceived. 

And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all 
that were slain upon the earth. 

The question of all our lives is this. Shall we be found revelling 
with Belshazzar, or watching with Daniel 1 



LESSON CXXVII. 

DANIEVS PRAYER^ AND THE ANSWER. 

B.C. 538 — Dan. ix. {abridged). 

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the 
Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans ; 

In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of 
the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, 
that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. 

And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications,, 
with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes : 

And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, 
O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to 
them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments ; 

We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and 
have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments: 

Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake 
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in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people 
of the land. 

O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, 
as at this day ; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the 
countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they 
have trespassed against thee. 

O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, 
and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee. 

To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have 
rebelled against him ; 

Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in his 
laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. 

O Lord, hear ; O Lord, forgive ; O Lord, hearken and do ; defer not, 
for thine own sake, O my God : for thy city and thy people are called by 
thy name. 

And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the 
sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord 
my God for the holy mountain of my God ; 

Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I 
had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched 
me about the time of the evening oblation. 

And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now 
come forth to give thee skill and understanding. 

At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and 
I am come to shew thee ; for thou art greatly beloved : therefore under- 
stand the matter, and consider the vision. 

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to 
finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make recon- 
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal 
up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the com- 
mandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince 
shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks : the street shall be 
built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for 
himself : and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary ; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the 
end of the war desolations are determined. 

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week : and in the 
midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, 
and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even 
until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the 
desolate. 

Comment. — Cyrus, the conqueror of Babylon, was the eldest 
son of the King of Persia and of the daughter of the King of 
Media. The Zend language, spoken by these nations, was very 
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unlike both Hebrew and Greek, through which the names have 
come to us, so that there is much confusion between names and 
titles ; but it seems clear that Ahasuerus and Darius were both 
titles of royalty, and that the elder king here mentioned was the 
same whom the Greeks called Astyages, the younger. Cyaxares his 
son, who, while Cyrus went on his way to conquer Borsippa, took 
possession of the palace of Babylon, and reigned there. 

It was now sixty-eight years since the first carrying away to 
Babylon, B.C. 606, when Daniel himself as a young boy had 
been taken. He had read and dwelt on the promise through 
Jeremiah, that after seventy years there should be a return. 
Was it to be counted from this captivity, from that of Jehoiachin 
and Ezekiel, beginning B.C. 599, sixty-one years back, or from 
Zedekiah's, B.a 586, only fifty-three years ? If either of these later 
times were chosen, the aged prophet's hope of knowing that the 
Temple was once more alive with praise and promise in his own 
lifetime must be greatly lessened. He knew, too, Solomon's pro- 
phetic prayer, and with his windows open to the west, at the times 
when the daily sacrifice was wont to be offered, the sacrifice he had 
never seen since he was twelve years old, where lay the ruin of 
Jerusalem, he poured forth his earnest confession of the sin of the 
nation, and his entreaty for mercy soon to overlook their sin and 
restore them. 

If they sin against thee (for there is no man which sinneth not), and thou 
be angry with them, and deliver them over before their enemies, and the; 
carry them away captives unto a land far off or near; 

Yet if they bethink themselves in the land whither they are carried 
captive, and turn and pray unto thee in the land of their captivity, saying, 
We have sinned, we have done amiss, and have dealt wickedly : 

if they return to thee with all their heart and with all their soul in the land 
of their captivity, whither they have carried them captives, and pray toward 
their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, and toward the city which 
thou hast chosen, and toward the house which I have built for thy name : 

Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling-place, their 
prayer and their supplications, and maintain their cause, and forgive thy 
people which have sinned against thee. 

His prayer is a perfect pattern of repentant intercession. Well 
may St. James say that the "effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much," for an answer was sent at once 
to him. The Angel Gabriel had already appeared once to 
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him, and explained to him the vision of the four Empires, and 
he now flew swiftly, and by God's command revealed all to 
him. "Thou art g^reatly beloved," the holy Angel says. "Man 
greatly beloved," or " man of loves," he is also called, and it strikes 
us that thus St. John was the beloved disciple, and that to such as 
love most is the most of heavenly insight and foreknowledge given. 
And the Angel Gabriel gives the promise not so much of the return 
to Jerusalem as of final redemption. Seventy weeks, he says, are 
appointed to finish the transgression. Seventy weeks, not of days 
but years ; seven times the length of the present chastisement. 
Then the transgression against the first covenant should be re- 
deemed, sin should be put away, iniquity atoned for, righteousness 
for ever brought in, prophecy fulfilled, the Holy One anointed. 
These seventy weeks were counted, not from the first return, but 
the more complete settlement, B.C. 437, which, with the thirty-three 
years of our Lord's life on earth, exactly make the 490 years. 
The Angel proceeds to a closer explanation. There should be seven 
weeks, i.e. forty-nine years, employed in the rebuilding of the streets 
and wall of Jerusalem, through troublous times and persecution ; 
then should follow sixty-two weeks (414 years), when the Messiah, 
the Anointed, the Christ, should begin His ministry. Then should 
the Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself, dying for the sins of the 
world. The Angel glances on to the terrible end of Jerusalem. 
The people of a prince shall destroy the city and sanctuary with a 
destruction equal to that of the flood, and desolate it Going back 
to the first coming of the Messiah and His preaching of the 
kingdom, the Angel says that during one week, i.e, seven years, He 
shall be confirming the covenant with many ; that is, the Jews who 
accepted Him were being received into the Church, to enjoy the 
fulfilment of their old promises for seven years. During that time 
the Gospel was being preached to them by our Lord Himself for 
the first three years and a half, when "in the midst of the week" 
His one perfect and sufficient off"ering and oblation of Himself made 
an end of the bloody bumt-off'erings and oblations. Three years 
and a half more beheld the conversion on the Feast of Weeks, and 
all the Jews had fully heard the preaching, and either accepted or 
rejected it Then the message was carried to the Gentiles, and 
Jerusalem was forsaken and left to the abomination of desolation — 
VOL. III. C C 
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When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him under- 
stand :) 

Then let them which be in Judsea flee into the mountains. 

So spake the Messiah, the Prince, in the midst of the week, three 
days ere He was cut off, but not for Himself. 



LESSON CXXVIII. 

DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN, 

B.C. 537. — Dan. vi. 

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, 
which should be over the whole kingdom ; 

And over these three presidents ; of whom Daniel was first : that the 
princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no 
damage. 

Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because 
an excellent spirit was in him ; and the king thought to set him over the 
whole realm. 

Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel 
concerning the kingdom ; but they could find none occasion nor fault ; 
forasmuch as he was faiUiful, neither was there any error or fault found 
in him. 

llien said these men. We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, 
except we find it against him concerning the law of his God. 

Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and 
said thus unto him. King Darius, live for ever. 

All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, 
the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a 
royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition 
of anv God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast 
into tne den of lions. 

Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not 
changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not 

Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree. 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his 
house ; and his windows being open in his chamber towards Jerusalem, he 
kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime. 

Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making sup- 
plication before his God. 

Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's 
decree ; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a 
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petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall 
be cast into the den of lions ? The king answered and said. The thing is 
true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. 

Then answered they and said before the king. That Daniel, which is of 
the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the 
decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. 

Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with 
himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him : and he laboured till 
the going down of the sun to deliver him. 

Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king. Know, 
O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, Hiat no decree nor 
statute which the king establisheth may be changed. 

Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into 
the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God 
whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee. 

And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den ; and the 
king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords ; that 
the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace, and paSed the night fasting : neither 
were .instruments of music brought before him : and his sleep went 
from him. 

Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto 
the den of lions. 

And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto 
Daniel : and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the 
living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee 
from the lions ? 

Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 

My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they 
have not hurt me : forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me ; 
and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 

Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they 
s'lould take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the 
den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in 
his God. 

And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had 
accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their chil- 
dren, and their wives ; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all 
their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den. 

Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that 
dwelt in all the earth ; Peace be multiplied unto you. 

I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel : for he is the living God, and stedfast 
for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his 
dominion shall be even unto the end. 

He delivereth and rescueth, and he workelh signs and wonders in heaven 
and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 

Comment.— We see how Daniel prayed for the restoration of 
his people. He did not know what the first step to it would be.J 
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His friends* martyrdom in will had come in their early youth ; his 
came in old age. 

When Cyrus had broken into the palace, Daniel must have been 
found arrayed in the dress of the ruler next after the two kings, 
and Cyrus might have heard that it was for the interpretation that 
foretold his victory. Besides, the captive Israelites were settled 
among the Medes, so that the fame of his prophecies and his faith- 
fulness to Nebuchadnezzar might be known to Darius, and pre- 
pare the way for the captive prince, now eighty years old, to be the 
first of the three presidents who were set over the 120 satraps, or 
governors of the provinces of the empire. 

The Medo-Persian kings were viewed as representing Ormuzd, 
almost as the sun or fire did, by a sort of sacred royalty, so that the 
decree suggested by the envy of the satraps bore the aspect of a 
politic test to show whether all the mixed nations under his sway 
were loyal enough to acknowledge this sort of divinity. It was ii 
right of this divine claim that the king's decrees passed for laws 
from God, and could never be altered. How grandly, in the face 
of all this slander, did Daniel — knowing himself to be watched and 
suspected — pray without concealment ; not at night, not within 
himself, not at unexpected moments, but as good Josiah and the 
holy men of old had taught his early childhood, three times a day 
— at the times appointed for the morning and evening sacrifices, 
and at noontide, even as his forefather David had said (Ps. Iv.) : — 

As for me, I will call upon God ; and the Lord shall save me. 
Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud : and he 
shall hear my voice. 

and as Solomon had specified, with the metal lattice- work of his 
window towards Jerusalem unclosed, so that he was plainly visible 
to his enemies. The king, whose own faith came much nearer 
Daniel's than an idolater's, understood and honoured Daniel, and 
was grieved at having fallen into the trap set by the envious 
satraps. All day he strove to save the holy man, but the hastiest 
word of the representative of Ormuzd was sacred, and no doubt 
he was in dread of Cyrus. Daniel had fully known to what he 
exposed himself when he prayed. Oh, what a rebuke to any of 
us who shuns open prayer, or abstains from kneeling from fear of 
the laughter of man ! 
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The Persian punishments were mostly cruel, and being thrown 
to wild beasts was one. The lion-hunting kings of Babylon were 
likely to keep these creatures in captivity. Such dens are kept by 
Eastern princes still — pits rather like the area of a house, railed 
round, with a stair from the top and a door at the side, closed with 
a stone. Here Daniel, apparently in silence, was thrown ; and it 
was the king who was his consoler, hoping — though with but a 
feeble hope — that his God would deliver him, while the aged man 
submitted, " content to live, but not afraid to die." The satraps so 
distrusted their master that they made him seal the stone at the 
entrance that Daniel might not be secretly removed by him, and 
he was forced to pass a pitiable night ere in early morning, in 
trembling hope, he came to the den, and called the prophet's name, 
" Servant of the living God ! " His gleam of faith was rewarded ! 
Joy of joys, the prophet calmly answers, with the ordinary words 
of courtesy to the king, "My God hath sent His angel and shut 
the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me." And to mark that 
it was not from want of hunger that the beasts had spared him, 
when his accusers were thrown in they were instantly devoured. 
It was the custom of the East, as well as the Jewish law, that the 
false accuser should suffer the punishment he had tried to bring on 
another, and the Persians did not spare the family of the criminal. 
Another decree, honouring and glorifying the God of Daniel, was 
put forth by the king, and Daniel's influence was established at the 
court of Darius and Cyrus. So to bring about the redemption 
of the captives of Babylon, he was willing to give up his life ; he 
descended into the pit among the lions, and the stone was sealed. 
Nevertheless the lions' mouths were shut, and he came up alive to 
intercede for the deliverance of his people. Did he see in this 
beforehand how Messiah the Prince should redeem His people by 
the actual sacrifice of His life; how His enemies should make it as 
sure as they could, " sealing a stone and setting a watch ; " how 
He should descend into '* the lower parts of the earth, and there go 
upon the lion and adder, the young lion and dragon tread under 
foot ? " Then early in the morning be sought by weeping ones of 
feeble faith, and they should be answered, " Why seek ye the living 
among the dead?" And He ever liveth to make intercession 
for us ! ^^ 
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LESSON CXXIX. 

THE DECREE OF CYRUS. 

B.C. 535. — Ezra i. i — 11 ; ii. 64, 65, 68 — 70. 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord 
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be lulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying. 

Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given 
me all the kingdoms of the earth ; and he hath charged me to build him 
an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 

Who is there among you of all his people? his Gbd be with him, and 
let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the 
Lord God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. 

And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojoumeth, let the 
men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and 
with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of God that is in 
Jerusalem. 

Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the 
priests, and the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go 
up to build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem. 

And all they that were about them strengthened their hands with vessels 
of silver, with gold, with goods, and with beasts, and with precious things, 
beside all that was willingly offered. 

Also Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house of the Lord, 
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put 
them in the house of his gods ; 

Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth by the hand of Mithre- 
Hath the treasurer, and numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of 
Judah. 

And this is the number of them : thirty chargers of gold, a thousand 
chargers of silver, nine and twenty knives. 

Thirty basons of gold, silver basons of a second sort four hundred and 
ten, and other vessels a thousand. 

All the vessels of gold and of silver were five thousand and four hundred. 
All these did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the captivity that were 
brought up from Babylon unto Jerasalem. 

**♦«♦♦ 

The whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three 
hundred and threescore. 

Beside their servants and their maids, of whom there were seven thou- 
sand three hundred thirty and seven : and there were among them two 
hundred singing men and singing women. 

****** 

And some of the chief of the fathers, when they came to the house of 
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the Lord which is at Jerusalem, oflfered firedy for the house of God to set 
it up in his place : 

They gave after their ability unto the treasure of the work Uireescorc 
and one thousand drams of gold, and five thousand pound of silver, and 
one hundred priests' garments. 

So the priests, and the Levites, and some of the people, and the angeis, 
and the porters, and the Nethinims, dwelt in their cities, and all Israel in 
their cities. 

Comment — The serenty years were over ! Cyrus and Darius 
had learnt to own the glory of the Lord God of Israel, and the 
prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled : — 

That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure : 
Even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built ; 
And to the temple. Thy foundation shall be laid. 

We feel as if we could only break out in the hymn of rejoicing 
with the Jews (Ps. cxicvi.) : — 

When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, 

We were like them that dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing ; 

Then said they among the heathen. The Lord hath done great things for 

them. 
The Lord harth done great things for us ; whereof we are glad. 
Turn again our captivity, O Lord, as the streams in the south. 
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 

There is a very curious story told in the Apocrypha of Zerubbabel, 
the son or nephew of Salathiel, who was either the son or the 
adopted son of Jehoiachin, and thus was the head of the house of 
David and tribe of Judah, and would naturally have .been king. 
He was a young man and in favour at the palace. One day Darius 
put the question to be disputed upon among the young men of his 
court, what was the strongest thing in existence. One said " Wine 
was strongest/* another said " Wisdom," and the third, who was 
Zerubbabel, said "Women were stronger than either, but Truth 
was strongest of all." And after proving that the king's wife could 
make him do most foolish things for love, and so was stronger 
than he, the youth made so beautiful a speech on the power of 
Truth, that the king was touched and overwhelmed, and bade him 
choose what gift he would. The boon he asked was the restoration 
of his people to their home. It was not for his father's throne that . 
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he asked, but for the Temple of his God. However, this story is 
uncertain. All that we are sure of is that Cyrus put forth his pro- 
clamation, taking on himself to build the house of God, and asking, 
in heart-stirring words, " Who is there among you of all His people ? 
his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem ! " Well 
might the true lovers of Jerusalem feel like them that dream, when 
all the gold and silver vessels that had so lately served Belshazzar 
for his feast were restored to them. How lovingly they count and 
register them ! And the Jews who remained at Babylon gave 
largely for the work. Many did remain. Daniel was one. He 
was a very aged man, 82 years old at the least ; and no doubt he 
could serve his people better at the court of Cyrus and Darius than 
by going with them. Others stayed because the uprightness and 
high principles of the Jews made them greatly trusted, and they 
were in great prosperity. They had houses and fields at Babylon, 
and were not in haste to endure the hardships of building up a 
ruined city in a devastated country that had "enjoyed her 
Sabbaths ^ for fifty years. They gave their money, and hved at 
ease in Babylon. That was all their love for Jerusalem. So much 
the wealthier were they, that it was a saying that the wheat stayed 
at Babylon, and only the bran returned. The number who returned 
were 42,360, and their male and female servants 7,337, showing 
how poor they must have been, since not a sixth part of them 
could have had a servant apiece. The list of the numbers belong- 
ing to each city is given in the second chapter of Ezra, and it is 
touching to find that there were 123 who claimed a home at Beth- 
lehem. Among them must have been the son of David, Zerubbabel, 
who, if the crown had been taken away, valued his right in the 
little city whence Micah had said " He should come forth ; should 
be Ruler in Israel." Zerubbabel had two names. This Jewish one 
meant "born at Babel," but his Chaldean one was Sheshbazzar, 
which means (it is said) " Deliverance of light." He was made 
governor, as the Persians called it " Tirshatha," and as the Jews 
named him, " Prince of the Captivity," and thus he went forth to 
repair and restore, and struggle with many a difficulty. With him 
went the High Priest Jeshua, or Joshua, the first apparently who 
had borne that name, "Jehovah the Salvation," since the great 
Captain who first led Israel into the land whither the second 



cxxx.] THE FOUNDATION OF THE NEW TEMPLE, 393 



Joshua was bringing them back. The Victor and the Priest 
Restorer alike were types of the greater Joshua — the jESUS, who 
was yet to come. The other priests came with Joshua, also the 
Levites, among whom there was at this time a fresh outburst of 
inspired Psalmody, and the Nethinim, by whom are meant the 
Gibeonite servants of the sanctuary, who had held faithfully to the 
priests all this time, and who seem at last to have been rewarded 
by becoming absorbed into the Levites, according to the promise 
(Is. Ivi. 6, 7) : — 

Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve 
him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, every one that 
keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant ; 

Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in 
my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be 
accepted upon mine altar ; for mine house shall be called an house of 
prayer for all people. 



LESSON CXXX. 

THE FOUNDATION OF THE NEW TEMPLE, 

B.C, 535. — Ezra iii. i — 13 ; iv. i — 5. 

And when the seventh month was come, and the children of Israel were 
in the cities, the people gathered themselves together as one man to Jeru- 
salem. 

Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, 
and Zcrubbabel the son of Shealtiel, * and his brethren, and builded the 
altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt-offerings thereon, as it is written 
in the law of Moses the man of God. 

And they set the altar upon his bases ; for fear was upon them because 
of the people of those countries : and they offered burnt-offerings thereon 
unto the Lord, even burnt-offerings morning and evening. 

They kept also the feast of tabernacles, as it is written, and offered the 
daily burnt-offerings by number, according to the custom, as the duty of 
every day required ; 

And afterward offered the continual burnt-offering, both of the new 
moons, and of all the set feasts of the Lord that were consecrated, and of 
every one that willingly offered a freewill offering unto the Lord. 

From the first day of the seventh month began they to offer burnt-offer- 
ings unto the Lord. But the foundation of the temple of the Lord was 
not yet laid. 

* The lame name as Salathiel. 
VOL. III. D D 
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They gave money also unto the masons, and to the carpenters ; and 
meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to 
bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the grant 
that they had of Cyrus king of Persia. 

Now in the second year of their coming unto the house of God at 
Jerusalem, in the second month, began Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the 
priests and the Levites, and all they that were come out of the captivity 
unto Jerusalem ; and appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and 
upward, to set forward the work of the house of the Lord. 

Then stood Jeshua with his sons and his brethren, Kadmiel and his sons, 
the sons of Judah, together, to set fcwrward the workmen in the house of 
God : the sons of Henadad, with their sons and their brethren the Levites. 

And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, 
they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons 
of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the ordinance of David 
king of Israel. 

And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks unto the 
Lord ; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. 
And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the Lord, 
because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. 

But many of the priests and Levites and chief of the fathers, who were 
ancient men, that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this 
house was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice ; and many 
shouted aloud for joy : 

So that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from 
the noise of the weeping of the people : for the people shouted with a loud 
shout, and the noise was heard afar off. 

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children 
of the captivity builded the temple unto the Lord God of Israel ; 

Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said 
uuto them, Let us build with you : for we seek your God, as ye do ; and 
we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Esar-haddon king of Assur, which 
brought us up hither. 

But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of the fathers of 
Israel, said unto them. Ye have nothing to do with us to build an house 
unto our God ; but we ourselves together will build unto the Lord God of 
Israel, as kmg Cyrus the king of Persia hath commanded us. 

A . C}®/^P*^ °^ ^^^ ^^^^ weakened the hands of the people of Judah, 
and^troubled them in building, 

^o, "ff^''"^'^ counsellors against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the 
dayo of Cyrus kmg of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. 

Comment.— It appears from the Apocryphal books that Cyrus 
furnished this first caravan of returning exiles with a guard of 
1,000 horse, to escort them and their treasure across the desert, 
ihey amved m the seventh month near the end of autumn, at the 
desolate pile of ruins that was all that was left of Jerusalem. The 
first care of Zerubbabel and Joshua, when they had encamped in the 
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ruins, was to repair to the holy mountains of Moriah, and there 
replace the altar of bumt-ofTering on its base, so that the daily 
sacrifice, which pleaded beforehand the Atonement of our Lord, 
might begin again morning and evening. They began as best they 
could by observing the Feast of Tabernacles ; but alas, how scanty 
could have been the offerings of the returned exiles, who had to try 
to resume their farms — happy if they found them only waste and 
desolate and overgrown with thorns, and not seized by some fierce 
robber I 

In a year's time the rubbish was sufficiently cleared away for the 
building to begin, and a solemn festival was kept ; the priests in 
their robes, and the Levites in their white ephods, all standing in 
their ranks, and as the foundation-stone was laid the priests 
sounded their silver trumpets, the Levites clashed their cymbals, 
the " Songs of Zion '' pealed out once more from hundreds of voices 
answering one another ! Oh, day of thankfulness ! All the young, 
full of hope, shouted for joy ; but the elders, who remembered the 
ancient Temple of Solomon, wept as they looked at the cloisters 
once so beauteous, now only to be traced by fallen stones, and as 
they thought of the roof overlaid with gold — Ah ! and where was 
the Ark of God where the holy Light used to rest ? Where the 
tables of the Law? The golden vessel of manna — Aaron's rod ?— 
No wonder the old men felt that the glory had departed, and wept 
so that the voice of joy could scarce be heard for their wailings. 
They were " sowing in tears," but the time for reaping in joy was 
not yet come. 

No sooner did the mixed population that had been planted in 
the old realm of Israel by Esarhaddon (Lesson LXXXVii.) hear that 
the Jews were re-building the Temple by favour of their common 
master, Cyrus, than they desired to assist them ; but Zerubbabel 
and Joshua, recollecting that union with heathens or half heathens 
had been the bane of Judah, and knowing these Samaritans to be 
full of idolatrous practices, refused their help. In their jealousy 
they began that persecution of the returned Jews which lasted as 
long as Samaria and Jerusalem were cities, and not only molested 
them at home, but hired counsellors to persuade Cyrus to with- 
draw his assistance, though reverse his decree he could not. 

The Jews seem to have by this time lost their great protector^ 
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Daniel. He dates his last prophecy in the third year of Cyrus, 
which would have been B.C. 534, that of the founding of the 
Temple. In it he beheld on the banks of the Hiddekel.or Tigris, 
a man of glorious appearance, the same whom St. John, through 
all the intense glory, knew as the Son of Man. Then was made 
known to the prophet most minutely, what should befall his people 
during the struggles of the kings of the north and south — ^namely, 
Syria and Egypt. 

So dose is the history, that unbelievers are always trying to make 
out that it was not really written by Daniel under Cyrus, but by 
some impostor after it had all transpired, who added to his pro- 
phecies •; but this is proved to be quite impossible. The prophecy 
stretched on even to the end, and contained these beautiful words 
(Dan. xi.) : — 

And at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be 
found written in the book. 

And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt 

And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament ; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. 

And to Daniel himself was this promise ; — 

But go thou thy way till the end be : for thou shalt rest, and stand in 
thy lot at the end of the days. 

They are the last words of his book. The solitary exile, the 
" man greatly beloved," was the only one to whom the promise of 
" standing in his lot at the end of all things " was made sure in his 
life-time. 

He must have died soon after. His tomb is still shown at the 
Persian city of Shushan or Susa, and for sixteen years the Samari- 
tans prevented the re-building of the Temple from proceeding. 

And with Daniel's death let us close this Book of the Kings and 
prophets, to continue the history of the Restoration in the next 
volume. 

END OF VOL. IIL 
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